
Jesus is Rejected 

 Luke 4:16-30 

. 

Jesus visits his hometown synagogue and reads some 
words from the book of Isaiah about coming to help the 
captives and the blind. He also says that he came for 
everyone, not just Jews. The people of Nazareth were 

not pleased to hear that Jesus loves everyone. 

Has anyone ever surprised you by doing something you never thought they could? We don’t always expect 
people we know to become famous. That’s a little bit like what happened to Jesus in today’s true Bible          
story. 
Our story begins when Jesus goes to the synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth. 

Luke 4:14-16:  Then Jesus returned to Galilee, filled with the Holy Spirit’s power. Reports about him spread 
quickly through the whole region. He taught regularly in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue on the 
Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. 

The verses Jesus read were talking about the Messiah. The people in Jesus’ day knew that God would send a 
Messiah who would save them. After Jesus read the verses he said: 

Talk about it. God had promised Abraham long ago that everyone would be blessed through him: 
¨ Genesis 12:3: …”All the families on earth will be blessed through you.”  
As we learned last week, Jesus told Nicodemus that God sent his Son because of his love for the entire 
world: 
¨ John 3:16: “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 
God has always loved all people, and he sent Jesus as the best way to show his love for everyone.  
 

Jesus was handed the Bible scroll that contained the book of Isaiah. Jesus unrolled the scroll and read the     
following words: 

Luke 4:18-19: “The Spirit of the L  is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be 
set free, and that the time of the L ’s favor has come.” 

“When Jesus heard this, he told them, ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have 
come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are                            

sinners.”   (Mark 2:17) 

Luke 4:21: “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!”  

Jesus was saying that he was that promised Person. That’s wonderful news! But Jesus was in the town 
where he had grown up as a child. The people there had a hard time believing that someone they knew 
was the Messiah. 

Luke 4:22: ...“How can this be?” they asked. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  

Jesus reminded the people that he didn’t come just for the people in his hometown or just for the Jewish 
people. He came for everyone because Jesus loves everyone. 


