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Evangel 
 

This is our seventh truly digital newsletter. Let us know what you think! 
 

 

  
 

 
 

  

  

Letter from Pastor Laura  

 

 

 

Dear Beloved Ones,  
  
Grace and Peace to You! Sometimes 
something happens and I’m just 
floored. I just stand back and say, 
WOW! THANKS! The first is the 
experience of offering communion. I am 
struck by particularly by Pentecost 
Sunday when just as we were putting 
away communion a four year old 
approached me in tears. Her face was 
red and she said, “I didn’t even get 

any!”  To continue reading go here... 
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Free Concert Series will help 
children in need in the 

Grand Valley. 
 

THE ENTIRE GRAND VALLEY IS INVITED 
TO BRING A PICNIC AND ENJOY FREE 

MUSIC AT 
ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

PAVILION 
6 P.M.-8 P.M. SUNDAYS IN JULY. 

 
These concerts are free. We will pass the hat 
to collect funds which will help children in our 
community. For example, to provide meals at 
shelters, shoes for school, and a safe home for 
coming out of foster care and transitioning to 
adulthood. Concerts are all family friendly. No 
donation is required. 
 
Schedule: 
 
July 7th Hot Tub Jazz (Versatile Jazz with 
brass, drums and fun!) 
 
July 14th Jack + Jill (Their set list is composed of mainly originals, as well as a 
FEW “smash-up” cover songs from bands such as: Green Day, Stone Temple 
Pilots, Foo Fighters, Alice in Chains, Dave Matthews, Subline, Pink Floyd, Beck, 
Mazzy Star, Lorde…All of which are preformed JACK + JILL style, and are great 
crowd-pleasers.) 
 
July 21st Anam, Celtic Music (Anam offers a delightful mix of Celtic and Irish music 
with both ancient and modern arrangements using innovative and traditional 
instruments. Great for the whole family.) 
 
July 28th Stray Grass (Stray Grass specializes in high energy interpretation of 
acoustic music. Although played on traditional instruments (most of the time) the 
musical stylings of Stray Grass are anything.)" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



What's Happening With The Rector Search? 
 

Search Update 
 
The full search committee is now in place, and will have their first meeting this week. 
Please pray for those serving on this committee, and give them your support. While 
they are preparing our Parish Profile, and developing their interview process in 
preparation for potential candidates, the Vestry will prepare the posting that goes 
on the National Diocesan Search Site. 
 
The Diocese is working on our behalf to find an Interim Priest to serve us, and I 
expect that we will have someone in place in approximately September. In the 
meantime, Pastor Laura and Deacon Rich will be with us, and please hold them in 
your prayers. 
As we move forward, your support is appreciated and is important to everything we 
do. May God bless our church, and guide us in the direction best for St. Matthews 
 
Yours in prayer 
Senior Warden 
Ann Hayes 
 
annjb12@gmailcom 

 

  

  

Youth & Family 
 

  

  

Our Sunday School class has been blessed with many new 
children. So much so that we have outgrown our classroom! 
It's truly a wonderful problem. And as is typical of St. Matt's, 
when a problem is encountered (and especially when children 
are involved), mountains are moved to accommodate- or in 
this case- walls will be torn down. To continue reading Youth 
and Family click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thank you to all who worked, donated, and shopped the Youth Yard Sale! We 
were able to raise $1000 for our trip. 
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Mark your calendars for VBS July 22-26 8:15 am- 11:30. Dare To Be Different is based on 
Madeleine L' Engle's A Wrinkle In Time. Through games, activities ,crafts, and adventures we 
will learn about our spiritual gifts, how our differences make us special, and affirm the power 
of love, courage, and self‐sacrifice. Registration forms are available in the gathering space 
and on our website. 
 

Volunteers are still needed! 
Please contact Becky Vroman at stmattsyouthgj@gmail.com if you would 

like to help make VBS a success! 
 

 

  

 

OUTREACH 

FOR THE MOST GO 
TOhttp://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach 

  

 

Missionary Cathy Donahoe, who we support with the Spirit of the Valley 5K, 
regular donations, and with love and prayers wrote a letter to us from the 
Dominican Republic. 
 
Dear Partners in Mission, 
 
I pray this finds you healthy and happy in your journey of life. Yet another year 
seems to be flying by. The second term of classes is well underway as I write this. 
I’ve picked up another class given a need as one professor left the department. 
It’s giving me a chance to return to a class I taught once a few years ago. It’s a 
larger class than I’ve had in a while, with some very animated and others going 
through the motions. Here a group is figuring out how gravity affects movements 
in different positions, a key concept for prescribing exercises for patients. Please 
pray for the students just going through the motions, that God may inspire them to 
give more of themselves to their learning and patients.... click here to read more. 
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Outreach Spotlight: Ulman 4K Bike Riders against 
Cancer 

 

Ulman 4K for Cancer 

Bike Riders 

We can still use a few more sponsor 
families. Sign up in the gathering space. 
We are again blessed to be hosting the 4K 
for Cancer bicycle riders as they ride 
across the county to raise awareness and 
funds to support young adults, and their 
loved ones impacted by cancer. The ride 
will depart from Baltimore’s Inner Harbor 
on June 2ndand arrive at Crissy Beach in 
San Francisco, CA on August 10th. 2019 marks their 18th year of cycling across 
American in the fight against cancer. 
 
Riders will arrive here in Grand Junction in the afternoon of July 15th. We are 
again looking for sponsors to take them home for showers, let them do their 
laundry, and sleep in a comfortable bed. We are one of the very few stops along 
their journey to offer them the comforts of home. Early the next morning (July 16) 
we will feed them breakfast at the church and pray them off to San Francisco. 
  
Today, July 1st, they are 30 days into their ride and have arrived in Columbus, 
Nebraska. Stay tuned for future updates and announcements on their 
progress! We are so blessed to join them again in their journey. 
  
To learn more about the riders and their mission or follow their progress go 
to: https://4kforcancer.org/2019-team-san-francisco/  
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Summer Clothing Drive 

The outreach team is collecting new and gently 

used elementary aged school clothing. Clothing 
collected during the summer will be distributed for 
free to those who need them at the beginning of 
2019-2020 school year at various locations in our 
community. Though our partnership with some 
local schools we have gathered up loads of jackets 
and fleece. Thanks for all those who took home 
these lost and found clothing items and laundered them. We generally are short 
on pants for girls and even more so for boys as. There is a table with tubs on it in 
gathering space for your items. Recipients of your generosity are very thankful for 
your donations!  
 

Matthew’s House Update 

We are currently working to re-landscape both Bonnie’s and Matthew’s 
House. With a recent grant Karis was able to replace the driveway at Bonnie’s 
House that was in severe disrepair. A few weeks ago a 10x12 foot wooden 
gazebo was built by members of St Matthew’s and Church of the Nativity to 
provide a sheltered and outdoor space for both houses to gather. Thanks Fred 
Bowen and Dale Moore for providing the muscle, brains, and expertise to 
assemble. Our next step is to get sprinkler systems and backflow devices installed 
at both properties so that any landscaping donesurvives. Landscaping will be a 
combination of xeriscaping, grass, and plants to provide a welcoming environment 
for residents as well as enhance the visual appeal of the properties in the 
neighborhood. CJ Levine is working with local businesses to make these 
improvements happen in the most financially efficient manner. Thanks to all who 
have contributed monies to Karis and Matthew’s House and also to Bishop Kym 
who gave a portion of her consecration offering to this important community 
program.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

Mark your calendars for the Spirit of the Valley 5k 
set for September 7th.  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

http://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach/spirit-of-the-valley
http://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach/spirit-of-the-valley
http://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach/spirit-of-the-valley
http://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach/spirit-of-the-valley
http://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach/spirit-of-the-valley
http://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach/spirit-of-the-valley


Christmas in August? 
  

We'll be meeting to plan Advent and Christmas on August 14th at 6:00 
pm. Please come and add your input! We'll be talking about worship, the 
Advent study, plans for children, decorating the church, etc. If you can't 

make it, please send an email with you thoughts by August 7th 
to stmattgj@gmail.com  

 

 

  

  

Our next Homeward Bound meal will be prepared Wednesday July 10th. For 
more information contact Shannon Castenada at 970-773-1449 

 

  

  

Stone Soup is a wonderful opportunity to connect with folks living in the Grand 
Valley! You're invited to join in the fun on July 27th at 2 PM at St. Matt's to 
prepare food, and at 4 PM at Whitman Park downtown to serve. For more 
information, please contact Kathy Morgan kathleen.morgan@yahoo.com. 

 

  

  

AROUND THE CHURCH 
 

  

  

Artist of the Season 

Matthew Ross 

 
Currently displayed in the gathering space is an ink 
stipple drawing of a mountain lion. Prints are available 
for $60. 
 
We are always looking for art to display. If you have a 
photo, drawing, painting, handmade tapestry, etc. that 
you would like to share, please contact St. Matthew's 
office. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

mailto:stmattgj@gmail.com


Stewardship 2019 
 

 

 

Stewardship Update 
 
This year’s parish financial stewardship initiative 
will be called “Supporting Our Plan for 
Ministry” instead of Pledge Drive or Pledge 
Campaign. Our collective financial support enables 
the myriad and diverse ministries that St. 
Matthew’s members sustain with their gifts of time 
and talent. 
 
The theme is: “Building generations of 
generosity; Our faith, Our time, Our 
future.” This resonates with Pastor Hollis’ view 
that our stewardship today honors and builds on 
the many generations of St. Matthew’s faithful who 

have gone before us. Likewise, we will leave our legacy for future generations. 
 
Planned events will be similar to past years - Theme displays, Fall Kickoff, 
Congregational involvement, Financial Commitment card distribution and in-
gathering to name a few. 
 
We are blessed that the following have agreed to assist with “Supporting Our Plan 
for Ministry” events: 
Cora Galbasini, Deb Feeley, Janet Gallenstein, Con Litz, 
Virginia Settle, Don Schneider and Merrilyn Simpkins. 
 
Please share your thoughts and ideas on financial stewardship with us! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  



 

Bible Studies 
 
Every Tuesday a group of committed 
folks gather in the meeting room at St. 
Matt's for a lay led study of the 
Revelation of John at 10 AM. You're 
invited! 
 
Beginning Tuesday, August 13th at 
10:00 AM, we welcome Lyn Fraiser for a 
5-week study on the Psalms. No sign up 
necessary. 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

  

  



 

 

  

  



 

 

  

  

July Birthdays 
 
7/8   Kay Rushing 
7/9   Bill McLaughlin 
7/9   Svetlana Hightower 
7/13 Joan Graham 
7/14 Rebecka Plank 
7/14 Evelyn Kyle 
7/16 Cathy Donahoe 
7/17 Maddie Vroman 
7/18 Gordon Wren 
7/19 Joel Robinson 
7/20 Reenie Neal 
7/22 Howard Martsolf 
7/24 Lori Howard 
7/26 Becky Vroman 
7/28 Benjamin Kissner 
7/28 Charlene Newton 
7/29 Jeanne Koizumi 
7/30 Jaymee Stephens 
7/31 Judy Martsolf 
7/31 Lyn Fraser 
 
July Anniversaries 
 
7/2   Benjamin & Tabatha Kissner 
7/7   Richard & Kathy Morgan 
7/19 Blake Bickham & Allison Morris 
7/23 Paul & Tyler Way 
  

 



Letter from Pastor Laura 

 
Dear Beloved Ones,  
  
Grace and Peace to You! Sometimes something happens and I’m just floored. I just stand back 
and say, WOW! THANKS! The first is the experience of offering communion. I am struck by 
particularly by Pentecost Sunday when just as we were putting away communion a four year 
old approached me in tears. Her face was red and she said, “I didn’t even get any!” Friends, 
this moment is what pastors live for! It’s what we hope for every Christian- to be hungry for 
communion and to let us know when to get it for them. When she came to me, I gave her a 
brief hug and we quickly got her God’s GRACE in the form of bread and wine. I will cherish 
this moment as long as I live because it comforted her and brought her peace. From the 
mouths of babes wisdom flows.  
  
The second experience is the opportunity to assure the soul of Evelyn Kyle, who will be 101 
on July 11th, in the sacrament of Baptism. While we believe she may have been baptized, we 
were not sure, so on Pentecost we did a conditional Baptism, assuring her of God’s 
unconditional Grace and love. Again, this is what pastors live for! It’s what we hope for every 
Christian- to be welcomed into community whatever their age. I will cherish this moment as 
long as I live because it brought her comfort and peace. God’s Grace was  already present in 
Evelyn’s life but we’ve poured it out publicly and affirmed her in our community. From the 
aged wisdom flows.  
  
The third experience is the opportunity to prepare a new group of confirmands for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation when Bishop Lucas visits us on September 22nd. Our first class 
will be July 11th from 8-9:30 AM. We got started because a small group approached me with 
the desire to know more about Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit. You’re invited to join in the fun! 
Contact me for more dates. Friends, this is what pastors live for! It’s what we hope for every 
Christian- to be desiring of more knowledge about the faith and the church! From the 
tradition much wisdom flows.  
  
God is here at St. Matthew’s! God is doing amazing things! I know we are all adjusting to 
changes in our shared life together and there is so much to look forward to this month.  
  
The Concert Series!  Vacation Bible School!  The Mission Trip!  
  
Together we’re the body of Christ. Romans 3:22b-24 reminds us, “For there is no distinction, 
since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” In the sacraments we are united. Nothing 
we can do can pull us apart.  
  
Blessings,  
  
Associate Pastor Laura 
 

 

http://stmatthewsgj.org/resources/laura-newsletter


SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Sunday School class as been blessed with many new children.  So much so that we have outgrown 

our classroom!  It's truly a wonderful problem.  And as is typical of St. Matt's, when a problem is 

encountered (and especially when children are involved), mountains are moved to accommodate- or 

in this case- walls will be torn down.  The chapel and hospitality set-up room will be turned into a 

second classroom!  Children will be split by age groups and will have the same lesson plan, but slightly 

varied to accommodate each age group. 

 

 

The Sunday school class continues in the series titled “Heroes.”    In this series, we will learn that by 

following the examples of courage, commitment, loyalty, and honor from the heroes of old, we too 

can learn to put our trust in God and live heroic lives ourselves. 

 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.  And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 

us.”  Hebrews 12:1 

 

 

 

  

NURSERY 

The goal of the nursery service and the staff who oversee the nursery at St. Matthew’s is to provide 

quality childcare in a safe and clean environment on Sunday mornings.  We aim to provide worry-free 

care for parents who attend worship services at St. Matthew’s.  Those who oversee the nursery have 

been trained and follow the Safeguarding God’s Children guidelines provided by the National Church. 

The nursery is a safe, clean environment for babies and toddlers, and it is the pleasure of the staff and 

Youth and Family Minister to be able to provide a nurturing, Godly place for children to grow and 

develop!  Any questions or concerns, please contact the Youth and Family Minister in the church 

office, 970-242-3293. 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

I pray this finds you healthy and happy in your journey of life. Yet another year seems to be flying by. 

The second term of classes is well underway as I write this. I’ve picked up another class given a need as 

one professor left the department. It’s giving me a chance to return to a class I taught once a few years 

ago. It’s a larger class than I’ve had in a while, with some very animated and others going through the 

motions. Here a group is figuring out how gravity affects movements in different positions, a key 

concept for prescribing exercises for patients. Please pray for the students just going through the 

motions, that God may inspire them to give more of themselves to their learning and patients. 

Most of the houses we’ve worked on have been on a road, but we are currently working with a family 

who live on a foot alley, off of another foot alley. This requires the materials for the construction to be 

moved from where the truck can leave them, to the construction site. The family was unable to raise 

much cash to help with the labor costs but have moved all of the materials to the work site, one 

wheelbarrow full at a time. About 10 cement blocks fit in the wheelbarrow and the house required 

almost 700 blocks, just to give you an idea of some of what is involved. Having the family pitching in 

where they can to see their dream realized has made this project satisfying. Please pray for all of the 

families seeking assistance, that those God enables us to help, truly partner together with us in the work 

as Wilson and his family have done. 

An additional project in need of prayers is a PT conference that is being planned for early September. 

The enthusiasm demonstrated early on has waned a bit as the reality of the work load combined with 

the needs for organizing such an event became clearer. Please pray that God brings those together 

needed to accomplish the preparations in order to offer a professional continuing educational 

experience. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. May God bless and guide you always. 

 

In Christ, 

Cathy 

 


