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Dear Friends, 

Like many of you, I will 
miss Pastor Ray a good 

deal. On September 3rd we will bid him a fond 
farewell, and pray for God’s blessings upon him 
at his new church in Clackamas, Oregon. 

It is said that the church rolls on, and it does. 
God is bigger than all of us put together, and 
God’s call to ministry for St. Matthew’s 
continues. We do have plans. There is a good 
deal planned for this Fall, including the Spirit of 
the Valley 5k, the Soul Shop presentation, the 
Fall Kick-Off and Chili Cook-Off, the Blessing of 
the Animals and more. 

The vestry has approved the filling of the 
Assistant Pastor/Curate position. Curate is 
defined by The Dictionary for Episcopalians as 
“usually referring to members of the clergy who 
are newly ordained and hold their first position 
in a parish.” Had Pastor Ray been Episcopal, we 
probably would have called him our curate, but 
that term isn’t used by Lutherans. More to the 
point: we will be filling the position. The vestry 
is comfortable with either an Episcopal or ELCA 
assistant, and so we are beginning our search. 
It is a kind of discernment really, to be open to 
whom the Lord calls to us. I am working with 
both Episcopal Diocese of Colorado and the 
Rocky Mountain ELCA Synod. This will probably 
take some time, and I will keep you informed. I 
would be deeply appreciative of your prayers 
during this time, that we be open to the Spirit 
as we look for our new assistant. 

In the meantime, we have plans. Jill Turco is on 
staff on a temporary basis, until we call the new 
assistant. Her title is Manager of Special 
Projects. I will be handing off to her various 
projects in  the weeks to come. Her first 
assignment is to coordinate the Soul Shop 
workshop that we are offering our community 
on September 14th. She will also help maintain 
the website and social media (ie. FaceBook) 
presence.  

I have asked a retired priest, The Rev. Bob 
Seney, to offer an Advent retreat, and Bob has 
agreed. This will be a full day retreat on 
Saturday, November 4th—a special opportunity 
to let the beauty and peace of the Advent 
season permeate your soul! More details as to 
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location and registration will be forthcoming 
shortly. 

Justin Day is a young dad and a committed 
Christian. He has agreed to take on Youth 
Ministry. Actually, he’s pretty excited about it! 
You’ll be hearing more from him very soon. If 
you know of any teenagers interested in youth 
ministry, just give the office a call and we will 
connect them. 

Finally, I want to thank everyone, and especially 
Sue Emerson, for the wonderful farewell party 
for Pastor Ray on August 27th. It was truly 
wonderful to experience everyone coming 
together to celebrate his time with us. The kids 
playing on the water slide added to my own 
feelings of joy. I have shared with Ray that it is 
a rare church that is filled with such wonderful 
people, and I mean it. My prayer for him is that 
he is able to use whatever he has gained here at 
St. Matthew’s to God’s glory in Oregon. I have 
filled Ray’s last week with us with a number of 
little yellow ducks, that just keep showing up. 
Well, I think it’s funny, anyway! 

In closing, I offer this Celtic prayer, based on 
John 15: We are a chosen people, a family 
people. Chosen for love and to share love; 
chosen for joy and to spread joy; chosen for 
friendship and for befriending; chosen for 
blessing and to bless. Chosen for fruitfulness, 
chosen for harvest. We are a chosen people, a 
family people; Your family, Our family. Amen. 

Faithfully, 

Pastor Hollis 
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Meet Jill Turco  

My husband (Brian) and our son (Matthew) and I moved to Grand Junction 
about 2 years ago. We have been members of St. Matthew’s for about 1 ½ 
years and counting. I have a Master’s in Elementary Education and have used it 
well over the last 13 years. My family and I feel so honored and blessed to be 
part of the St. Matt’s family and to continue to serve the Lord and our 
community as much as we can. 

"I thank my God every time I remember you." - Philippians 
1:3  
 
Dear St. Matthew's family in Christ,  
 
Our time together was like the blink of an eye. It's hard to believe that four 
years ago I came here "just for the summer" to do an internship and ended up 
staying! We all knew that my departure would eventually happen, but I was 
certainly not ready for it to sneak up on us so quickly. In case I didn't get to 
say this to each and every one of you individually, I want you all to know I am 
so profundly grateful for my time here with you; in sharing the good news of 
Jesus with you, in sharing in your sacramental life, in your passages of life, in 

your grief and in your laughter.  I will always thank God every time I remember you.  St. 
Matthew's, and Grand Junction, has been more home to me than anyplace I've lived in several 
years. You will always be close to my heart and in my prayers. 
 
There is a courtesy rule of thumb in both the Episcopal diocese and the Lutheran synod that 
there isn't supposed to be contact between the congregation and the clergy person who leaves 
for one year in order to allow a clean transition to happen and to allow the incoming clergy 
person to establish their identity as your assistant priest/pastor.  This may be difficult to 
understand because we are also family and friends. However, I will never ever discourage any 
of you from contacting me should your travels bring you through the Portland metro area. If 
you do happen to be traveling through, please let me know! You can reach me by looking up 
Creator Lutheran Church in Clackamas, Oregon. And do stop by and join your Creator brothers 
and sisters in Christ in worship (and we can get lunch!).  
 
This really isn't good-bye. It's just until next time. May the Lord bless you and keep you, may 
the Lord's face shine upon you and be gracious to you, may the Lord look upon you with favor, 
and give you peace.  
 
With all my love and gratitude,  
 

Pastor Ray 

 

Meet Justin Day 

I was born in Moab, Utah, and was raised in southern California.  I attended 
Eugene Bible College in Eugene, Oregon, and New Day Ministries in Des Moines, 
Iowa, where I graduated with a Bible certificate.   I have been attending Rite II 
at St. Matthew’s for over a year.  I was confirmed in the Episcopal Church on 
September 11, 2016.  I have one daughter, Ariah, who  is six and lives in South 

Dakota.  I am married to Nicole Inman and am step-dad to her son, Elijah Darnell.  I live 
together with them and her three older children in Loma, Colorado.  I would be humbled and 
grateful for an opportunity for leadership in this church that I have grown to love.  
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Fall Worship Times:  Starting September 24th 
 

Beginning September 24th, our worship times are: 
 
• Saturday, 5 pm – Evening Prayer, usually with Holy Communion and with         

                 contemporary Christian music 
• Sunday, 8 am – Holy Eucharist Rite I with organ music 
• Sunday, 10 am – Holy Eucharist Rite II with choir and select music offerings 
• Wednesday 10:30 am – Healing Eucharist 

 
We’ve tried for several years to put together a praise music service Sunday mornings that would grow and 
reach new people, but have not been able to succeed. Our most recent service was at 11 am, and if we didn’t 
count musicians or clergy or their families, it typically attracted about 15 people. On the other hand, we 
found that by moving the Rite I service to 8 am, attendance has doubled. Our new schedule gives us three 
weekend worship services, and the Saturday evening service does include praise music. While we cannot 
make everyone happy, no matter how much we would like to, we hope that one of these services will work 
for you! Please feel free to contact Pastor Hollis if you have questions or concerns. 

Fall Kick-Off & Chili Cook-Off: September 24! 
 

This year we will once again kick off the Fall season at St. Matthew’s with a chili 
cook-off. We’re doing things a little differently this time. There will be three 
categories: 
 

• Hot 
• Mild 
• Vegetarian 

 
Each category will have a winner, and we’ll be the judges. The prizes are a pair of 
movie tickets and the admiration of all! The cook-off will follow the 10 AM worship 
service. To enter, sign-up at church or email the office: stmattsgj@gmail.com As 
to quantity, it is a good idea to bring somewhere between ½ - 2 gallons. 

Blessing of the Animals October 1st 

 
All animals are welcome at our 9th annual blessing of the animals, in honor of St. Francis 
of Assisi, a great lover of animals. 
 
 Sunday, October 1 at 3 pm 
 At the pavilion 
 Please being leashes, cages, etc. 
 
Also, we will remember animals who have died. Please bring a picture if you can. 
Our animals give great joy to us, and we are pretty sure that all dogs go to heaven, as 
well as most cats. As always, this event is open to the public; feel free to invite friends 
and neighbors. 
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Youth and Family 
Nursery: 

The nursery at St. Matthew’s continues to be a fun place where the 
youngest members of the church begin their faith!  During the 8:00 
and 9:30 services, children ages newborn-4 socialize and play in a 
safe and fun environment.  Our nursery supervisor, Jaymee Galbasini 
Stephens, and staff, Amanda Acke, Madelyn Vroman, and Harley 
Galbasini, are Safeguarding God’s Children certified and are all 
passionate about children and their development.  Stop by and say 
hello! 

Sunday School: 

The Sunday school class at St. Matthew’s is growing and growing, as are our kids.   Five of 
our kids have entered kindergarten this year!  It is an exciting and busy time for our youth 
and families as they settle into school and the new sports season.   

The sounds of laughter and fun can be heard drifting down the hall during the 9:30 service 
as the kids learn about the parables of Jesus through crafts, songs, games and 
storytelling!   

If you would like to get involved with Sunday School, new volunteers are always welcome!  
Please call the church office at 970-242-3293 and talk to Becky! 

 

One of the best parts of being the 
Children’s Ministry Director is watching our 
kids grow and develop relationships with 
one another.  I get to watch once shy 
children, run into the classroom or onto 
the playground– excited to see their 
friends.  Relationships are growing and our 
kids know they don’t just come to church– 
they are a part of a  family– part of the 
Body of Christ. 

Recently one of our young kids, Kenna 
Galbasini, wrote a letter to another Sunday 
schooler, Luke Vroman.  It made me tear 
up.  I thought this letter so encompassed 
the heart of St. Matthew’s.  We celebrate 
with one another, say goodbye together, 
and support one another.  To all the 
members of St. Matthew’s– Thank You!  
“When I am having a bad day, you make it 
good.” 

 

 

Becky Vroman 
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We had a great time at Summer Camp this year!  Our theme was from Romans 14:19 “So 
then, let’s aim at those things that bring peace and that build each other up.”  We had 
peaceful moments as we gathered together for rock painting, prayer, and singing.  We 
encouraged one another as we aimed at our targets in archery and braved the high ropes 
course.  If you have not been yet, please consider joining us next August 10-12 for a 
weekend of peace and fun for all ages! 

Summer Camp 
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Our sixth annual Spirit of the Valley 5k– Run, Walk, ‘n Roll is set for Saturday, September 
9, 2017.  Registration for the 1k and 5k race begins at 8 a.m.  Both races start at 9 a.m.  
The 1k is great for racers who have children!  Kids 12 and under are free. 

The Spirit of the Valley 5k– Run, Walk, ‘n Roll  brings together able-bodied and disabled 
racers of all ages and abilities for fellowship, competition, and fun.  This year’s net proceeds 
will benefit local disabled verterans, and SAMS (Society of Anglican Missionaries and 
Senders.)  Visit our web page at spiritofthevalley5k.org  

Many thanks to Bill Shannon, Lizard Analytical Laboratories, for being this year’s premier 
sponsor. 

Please see Nicki Inman or Becky Vroman if you would like to run, volunteer, or 
sponsor a disabled athlete. 

Saturday,  

September 9, 2017 

Race 
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SPIRIT OF THE VALLEY 5K RUN, WALK, AND ROLL! 

INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORM  
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________Email: _____________________________  

Shirt Size (Circle One ) : Youth: S M L Adult: S M L XL XXL  

Male ______ Female ______ Age ______ Para-athlete ______ I will: walk ___ run ___ roll ___  

Brunch will be served to all participants; additional meal tickets are $7 each.  

Childcare is available at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church on a donation basis. Entry fees are non-refundable.  

Waiver: I hereby for myself, my heirs, my executor and administrators, waive all claims for damages I may 
have against St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, all sponsors, volunteers, officials and organizers of this event. 
I attest and verify that I understand the normal risks associated with this type of event and that I am 
physically able to safely participate.  

 

Signature: _________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Team Registration and Sponsorship forms are available at the church or emailed upon request. 

SPIRIT OF THE VALLEY 5K RUN, WALK, AND ROLL! 

Race Sponsor Form 
 

 

Name(s) _____________________________________ 

 

I/We would like to sponsor a disabled athlete at the Spirit of the Valley 5k run on September 9, 
2017. The cost is $30 per athlete. 

 

I/We would like to sponsor ____ athlete(s). 

 

___   Check attached (tax deductible sponsorship   

 payable to  St. Matthew’s with “5k” on the memo  line) 

 

___   Payment coming 

 

Proceeds will go directly to Veterans Affairs to benefit disabled veterans. 

 

Lizard Analytical Laboratories is the primary sponsor of the Spirit Of the Valley 5k  together 
with St. Matthew’s and several other sponsors. 
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Solar Eclipse - St. Matt’s Labyrinth 
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  Letter from St. Matt’s Missionary in the Dominican Republic 

 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

Anyone who owns a car, has times of car trouble.  God recently walked along with 
me as my car decided to play tricks with the brakes.  One night the brake light 
stayed on all night requiring assistance to fix that problem.  After getting that 
repaired, I headed to the university, about 4 km away.  It was too far though, 
because by the time I got there a horrid stench was emanating from my car as the 
brakes had frozen.  Leaving the car there overnight, I tried to find a different 

mechanic.  A professor friend called his mechanic who came out the next evening and got the 
wheels turning again.  The following morning, though, my brakes locked up again as I headed 
out of the city on the highway.  I moved along enough to pull over off the highway to mull over 
my options.  God sent an angel right away, in the form of a fellow who lived nearby and knew a 
mechanic.  Off he went to fetch that mechanic for me and a telephone company technician 
stopped to help.  A rather unreliable-looking young man came up offering to help but neither of 
us felt good about him and said no thanks.  The phone technician flagged a police car down to 
keep me safe.  The police sought a mechanic, ironically the previously mentioned unreliable-
looking young man.  He fixed it in much less time than the fellow the night before, allowing me 
to drive home.  A lesson in not judging by looks!  I’m not sure I’ve reached the end of the car 
story, but it is comforting to know that God sees us through such times, strengthening us and 
our faith!  Please join me in giving thanks to God for providing assistance and safety as needs 
arise in our lives.  

In Christ, Cathy  Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican Missionaries and 
Senders.  She is serving in the Dominican Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro 
de Macorís and Santo Domingo.   

E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  Donations (checks made to SAMS with Cathy’s name in 
the memo line): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA  15003.  Snail mail: Apartado 587, San 
Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 21000  website: www.cathydonahoe.net          

Dear St. Matthew’s Friends 
  
There is no way for me to express fully how 
much all of you have meant to me during 
this time of sadness. Your prayers, cards, 
calls, hugs and attendance at the memorial 
were appreciated. 
  
I want to thank all who helped with the 
memorial service. It was so special and will 
be a memorable remembrance for me and 
my family. 
  
I also want to send many, many thanks to 
Sue Emerson, the ladies who helped with 
decorations, preparing food, and serving, and 
Ron Kupinski and his crew for handling the 
pavilion site. I do appreciate that the pavilion 
was ready and it worked so well for the 
gathering. 
 
Peggy Pretti 

THANK YOU!  

to the Shuttle Volunteers who 
have stepped off the bus...  

Allan Conrad, Barclay Jameson, Deb and Joel 
Robinson, Don Schneider, Camie Dewey, Karen 
Miller, Landon Aldridge, Lois Jarre, John Wright 
and Pastor Ray McKechnie.  Through hot 
summers and cold winters they willingly gave 
their time and efforts to this ministry. Their 
many years of faithful service are sincerely 
appreciated. 
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  September 3 September 10 September 17 September 24 October 1 

8:00 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Usher  
 

 
Laurie Kadrich 
K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 
K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 
Deb McLaughlin 
Laura Mockler 

 
Jim Paronto 
Sherry Farny 
Jan Smith 
Sherry Farny 
Ken Brownlee 
Dave Farny 
Sherry Farny 

 
Jim Paronto 
K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 
Laura Mockler 
K. Roy Jones 
George Dunham 
Lynn Dunham 

 
Terry Farina 
Laurie Kadrich 
Jan Smith 
Terry Farina 
Marilyn Ruland 
Bud Smock 
Lucia Webster 

 
Judy Schneider 
K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 
Ken Brownlee 
Rene Neal 
Mary Mills 
Ken Brownlee 

9:30 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Lector OT 
Lector NT 
Lector PP 
Usher 
Usher 
 

 
Jeanette Benson 
 
Rebecka Plank 
Collin Blanchard 
Reese Blanchard 
Youth 
Youth 
Becky Vroman 
Gary Bird 
Lynne Bird 

 
Ann Hayes 
Anna Driggs 
Bickhams 
 
 
Justin Day 
Ann Hayes 
Lee Wyman 
Norm Fillinger 
Margery Fillinger 

 
Barclay Jameson 
Tonya Wren 
Gustafsons 
 
 
Linda Jameson 
Chris Parsons 
Brian Turco 
Jim Campbell 
Brian Turco 

 
Cora Galbasini 
Jeanette Benson 
Jim Sidwell 
Payton Levine 
 
Elise Forte 
Casey Wren 
Jeanette Benson 
Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

 
Sharon Conrad 
Allan Conrad 
Rebecka Plank 
Collin Blanchard 
Reese Blanchard 
Youth 
Youth 
Becky Vroman 
Merrilyn Simpkins 
Youth 

Coffee A-Fi Fo-L M-Pa Pe-Z A-Fi 

EVs  
Commons 

Deb Feeley 
Anna Crickmer 

Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

Rocco DeBona 
Sugar Rabel 

K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 

Laura Mockler 
Jeanette Benson 

Evs Home Jeanette Benson 
Rich Paul 

Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

Mary Mills 
Lois Jarre 

Jim Campbell 
Deb Feeley 

Kathy Morgan 
Rich Paul 

Tellers Jason Hughes 
Barb Schaak 

Ron Kupinski 
Deb Feeley 

Don Schneider 
Nancy Groenert 

Sharon Conrad 
Justin Day 

Sue Emerson 
Janette Deagle 

Altar Guild 
  

Deb McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Marjorie Brown 
Margery Fillinger 
Joyce Grove 
Carol Jones 
 

Merrilyn Simpkins 
Lynne Bird 
Peggy Pretti 
Sue Sidwell 
Marjorie Suedekum 

Mary Mills 
Beve Farina 
Dorothy Stevenson 
M. K. Carlson 

Deb McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Saturday 
 
Celebrant 
Officiant 
Acolyte 
Ps OT NT 
Gospel 
Meditation 
Usher 
Usher 

September 2 
 
Pastor Ray 
 
Barb Schaak 
Don Aust 
Pastor Ray 
Pastor Ray 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 
 

September 9 
 
Rich Paul 
 
Barb Schaak 
Spike Howard 
Rich Paul 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Spike Howard 
Lori Howard 
 

September 16 
 
Rich Paul 
 
Barb Schaak 
Deb Feeley 
Rich Paul 
Rich Paul 
Clare Dupont 
Deb Feeley 

September 23 
 
Pastor Hollis 
 
Barb Schaak 
Don Aust 
Pastor Hollis 
Pastor Hollis 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 

September 30 
 
Fr. Vern Hill 
 
Barb Schaak 
Clare Dupont 
Fr. Vern Hill 
Fr. Vern Hill 
Rocco Debona 
Sugar Rabel 

Ministry Schedule - September 2017 

 Ministers 

If you have dates between October 1 and December 1, that you cannot serve, 
please let the church office know at 242-3293 or email stmattsgj@gmail.com. 
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SEPTEMBER 14: SPECIAL SOUL SHOP PRESENTATION 

MINISTERING TO SUICIDAL DEPRESSION 

especially for youth leaders, counselors, teachers, coaches 

open to everyone 

Soul Shop for Youth Leaders will be held on Thursday, September 14, from 8:30 am -4:00 pm at 
American Lutheran Church. This is a one-day training to equip youth pastors, youth leaders, 
camp directors/counselors, social workers, school guidance counselors, and other youth workers 
to minister to youth impacted by suicidal desperation, especially here in Mesa County. Special 
attention will focus on youth specific issues of impulsivity and contagion. The training includes 
the creation of resources, training congregation and community members in suicide awareness 
and basic conversation skills, and the invitation to those who have been suicidal in the past to 
share their stories. The $25 Registration Fee includes seminar materials, continental breakfast 
and lunch (late registration fee $35 after September 7). Registration fees may be submitted 
online at this link: http://www.alcgj.org/events/soul-shop-youth-leaders-training-alc/  You may 
also send a check with the registration form to American Lutheran Church, memo: Soul Shop. 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) are available upon request. For more information on Soul 
Shop, please visit www.soulshopmovement.org Co-sponsored by St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church, American Lutheran Church, Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, and Church of the 
Nativity.  

 

Thursday, September 14, 8:30 am—4:00 pm 
American Lutheran Church 

631 26½ Road · Grand Junction, CO 81506 
 

$25 Registration Fee Late Registration Fee after September 7 is $35. 
Payment via the link on ALC’s website (www.alcgj.org) or by check (payable to St. Matthew’s or 
ALC, memo line “Soul Shop for Youth Leaders”) or use the ipad at church to pay by credit card. 
 
Name  __________________________________________________________________  

Email _________________________________________________________  

Phone ____________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Organization you represent  

________________________________________________________  

 

Continental breakfast and lunch will be served to all participants. Do you have any dietary 
restrictions we should be aware of as we plan our menu? 
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Study of the Bible 
Fr. Nick Mayer’s current Bible Study class of the 
Old Testament will be resuming on September 
12th with a new study of the Gospel of 
Matthew. Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM.  All 
are welcome, no need to sign up.  Please bring 
your bibles! 

YOGA CLASS NEEDS 
PARTICIPANTS! 

Wednesdays 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM.  
Yoga helps with flexibility, balance 
and overall health.  Open to men and 
women, a donation of $2 - $5 is 
recommended.  Both floor and chair 

St. Matthew's Shuttle  

This ministry still needs a 
few good men or women to 
drive the bus.  Please contact 
Linda Jameson (255-1679) 
about joining this community 
outreach ministry. 

Mark Your Calendars…. 

September 9th – Spirit of the Valley 5K 

September 24th - Fall Kick-Off 

October 1st - Blessing of the Animals 

October 12th - 14th - Convention 

 

 

Deacon Rich will be donning high heels again to 
raise support for the Latimer House.  He will be 
running with the Church of Nativity team 
on September 7th from 5 - 7 pm on Colorado 
Avenue between 4th and 5th Street.  Come on 
down and cheer him and the team on or donate 
at https://meninheelsrace.org/  and look for the 
Church of the Nativity link.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE 130TH CONVENTION  
OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF COLORADO 

 
We are seeking those who would like to donate time to support the 130th Convention of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Colorado.  Volunteers are needed to provide welcome packets to delegates, answer 
questions, distribute convention materials, give directions, pitch in where needed, and most 
importantly, ensure the delegates feel welcome.  Your support will help to ensure a successful 
convention.  The Diocesan Convention occurs October 12-14 at the Two Rivers Convention Center, 
159 Main Street, Grand Junction.  Volunteer shifts run no longer than three and one-half hours.  For 
more information and to volunteer, please contact Rich Paul at richpaul84@gmail.com or call him at 
(970) 623-1032.   You can also volunteer on line at:   
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E49A4AB28A3FD0-130th  
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Meet the Author & Book Signing Party  

Hosted by WWJD on Oct. 2nd. 

 

Men and women of our congregation are invited to meet author Lyn Fraser, D.Min., and a St. 
Matthew's parishioner, at 5 pm Monday, Oct 2nd in the Gathering Space. Lyn is introducing her 
fourth book and will tell us about the eleven strong women from Eve to Mary whose faith drove 
them to accomplish wonders for God. Her book, "Advent Women" will be available for $10, and 
Lyn will sign your copy. 

 

Join the party and enjoy wine and cheese with Lyn. The community has been invited as well. 
Please bring your friends and be a gracious St. Matt's host. Help spread the word. 

 

Schedule: 

5 pm - 6 pm Reception and Book Signing. (No sign-up necessary.) 

 

…from Richard Morgan, Music Director: 

As we approach Kick-Off Sunday, September 24, now is a great time to 
consider making new commitments to the life of St. Matt’s.  If you have 
considered singing in the choir or playing in the Handbell Choir, take the 
plunge and join!  Would you believe that many of the people who sing and 
play don’t read music?  Don’t let that excuse stop you.  Have you ever noticed 
that the choir membership changes from week to week?  While the choir and 
handbell players are some of the most faithful participants in the church 
(besides the always-faithful Altar Guild, of course!), everyone travels at some 
point, and misses an occasional Sunday.  So, don’t let the idea that you must 
be here every single Sunday keep you from joining!  In fact, the more we 
have singing in the choir, the less noticeable it is when someone misses.  

Choir has already resumed rehearsals—but don’t let that stop you.  We can fit 
you into our routine quite easily. 

Handbell Choir has not yet resumed rehearsals, because the handbells are still 
in Pennsylvania being refurbished, a task that needs to be done every 6-7 
years.  So, don’t let that stop you from considering right now joining Handbell 
Choir.  Even in Handbells, you don’t have to read music—if you can count to 4, 
we can teach you all the rest.  So, (can you hear this refrain coming?) don’t 
let that stop you! 

Both the Choir and the Handbells would love to have you join us.  So, what’s 
stopping you?? 
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

3888 27-1/2 Road 

Grand Junction, CO  81506 
Phone:  970-242-3293 

Email:  stmattsgj@gmail.com 

Rector:  Hollis Wright 
Email:  revhwright@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor:  Ray McKechnie 
Email: pastor.ray.mckechnie@gmail.com 

Deacon:  Rich Paul 

Assisting Clergy: Nancy Angle, Bob Engels, Vern 
Hill, Nick Mayer, Judy Schneider & Lee Wyman 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours  

Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm, and meetings with staff are 
available by appointment. 

Finance Office Hours 

Monday - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Tuesday - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Thursday - 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
  

STAFF 

VESTRY 

Sharon Conrad Justin Day Janette Deagle 

Debra Feeley Barb Schaak Nancy Groenert 

Jason Hughes Con Litz Don Schneider 

Parish Administrators Beth Fisher 

Desiree Bougeaux 

Youth Minister 

Special Projects Mgr. (temp) 

Justin Day 

Jill Turco 

Director of Children’s Ministry Becky Vroman 

Music Director Richard Morgan 

Contemporary Music Shannon Castañeda 

Nursery Supervisor Jaymee Galbasini 

Sexton Toni Green 

The Evangel Editor Desiree Bougeaux 

September Birthdays 
9/2 

9/3 

9/3 

9/4 

9/5 

9/7 

9/8 

9/11 

9/15 

9/16 

9/17 

9/17 

9/17 

9/19 

9/22 

9/24 

9/25 

9/25 

9/27 

9/27 

9/27 

 

Myrtle Casteel 

Kurt Mill 

Kathy Burinda 

Elise Forte 

Rocco DeBona 

Rene Crow 

Frank Ligon 

David Hutton 

Holly Smith 

Ann McDonald 

Cynthia Mill 

Lucy Foley 

Ryan Foley 

Harriet Smock 

Allan Conrad 

Summer Carei 

Casey Wren 

Con Litz 

Lois Jarre 

Kathy Morrow 

Mark Brown 

Sr. Warden Ann Hayes Treasurer Cody Moore 

Jr. Wardens Ron Kupinski 

Sue Emerson 

Clerk Linda Morehouse 

9/3 

9/9 

9/12 

9/20 

9/22 

9/23 

9/23 

John & Audrey McConnell 

John & Joan Wright 

Allen & Janet Smith 

David & Michaele Hutton 

Craig & Emily Parker 

Rich & Betty Emerson 

Con & Rosemary Litz 

September 

Anniversaries 

Giving  

Other Income 

Expanded Ministry Giving 

Total Income  
 

Operating Expenses 

Expanded Ministry Expense 

Total Expense  
 

Net Income  

Treasurer’s Report July 2017 
 

                                                 July             YTD 

31,757 

133 

4,937 

36,827 
 

32,277 

6,086 

38,363 
 

-1,536 

   227,591 

2,895 

39,758 

    270,244 
 

    220,863 

41,968 

262,831 

 

7,413 


