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THE EVANGEL 
T H E  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  

S T .  M A T T H E W ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  

Dear Friends, 
 
From time to time I have a feeling that God is calling me into a deeper place, 
a closer walk. I have that feeling right now, in the midst of great sadness 
over the shooting at a synagogue in Pittsburgh and great joy at the election 

of a new bishop and great hope for our church as we collect pledges that allow us to operate for 
yet another year. 
 
This Advent we will travel The Way of Love, an approach to living 
our lives as followers of Jesus. My deep hope is that it brings us 
all into a deeper place. It’s something of a “rule of life.”  
 
The idea of a rule of life is not new, but rather ancient; it goes 
back to early Christianity. The first such written rule is the Rule of 
St. Benedict written around 540 AD. The Benedictine rule 
revolves around times of prayer, sleep, spiritual reading and 
work. The original rule contains 72 character traits for which to 
strive. Following are just a few: Not seek after luxuries, Love 
fasting, Desire everlasting life with all spiritual longing, Keep 
death daily before one's eyes, Not love much speaking, Not be 
given to wine, Not be a glutton, Not be given to sleep. With some 
modification, most monastic orders follow some form of the 
Benedictine rule. Those who are not monks sometimes also take 
vows to follow a form that is modified for use by folks with 
secular lives. 
 
The way of life we are introducing this Advent is called The Way of Love. Introduced by Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry, it is designed to be adopted by any or all of us and to fit into our daily 
lives. It is a means by which we can together grow more deeply with Jesus Christ at the center 
of our lives, so we can bear witness to his way of love in and for the world. It calls us to follow 
Jesus in these seven practices: Turn - Learn - Pray - Worship - Bless - Go – Rest. You will hear 
about these practices on Sundays and Saturdays and we’ll be discussing them together during 
this year’s Advent study. 
 
I want my life in Christ to be vibrant and alive! And I want that for you. As we deepen our faith, 
our spirits reflect this into the world. I had a third grade teacher, Miss Eischen. She used to get 
frustrated with the class’ learning speed, and say, “I wish I 
could just open your heads and pour this knowledge right 
into them.” She couldn’t. Learning takes time and focus. 
Living lives of faith also takes our time and focus. 
 
Advent this year begins on November 11. Together we’ll 
journey to the Christmas celebration, the nativity with 
joyful hearts, deepening in faith. The Way of Love. Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never ends. Together let us 
follow the Risen Christ! 
 
Faithfully, 

Pastor Hollis 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Holy God! On Saturday, during the convention 
we paused to pray for the wounded and dead in Pennsylvania. We remember our 
Brothers and Sisters in God who died at the Tree of Life synagogue. We remember them 
because they are beloved by God and are dead. We remember them because by 
mentioning them we bring them dignity. I wrote to Congregation Ohr Shalom here in 
Grand Junction this week. I offered support and allegiance for several reasons.  

 

Pittsburgh Episcopal Bishop Dorsey McConnell issued a statement saying the massacre 
was more than a “tragedy.” “A tragedy is inevitable. This was not. It was murder, 

murder of a particularly vile and poisonous kind,” McConnell said. “Human beings have moral agency. 
Someone chose to hate, and chose to kill. And now we are faced with a choice as well — to do nothing, or 
to reject this hatred in the strongest possible words and actions, and to refute in every way, in every forum, 
the philosophical foundations of anti-Semitism wherever they have gained a foothold in our churches and 
our society.” 
 

Historically we must reckon with the reality of what Christians have done to Jews throughout time in word, 
action and theology. The following is from The Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to 
the Jewish Community.  
 

“Grieving the complicity of our own tradition within this history of hatred, moreover, we express our urgent 
desire to live out our faith in Jesus Christ with love and respect for the Jewish people. We recognize in anti-
Semitism a contradiction and an affront to the Gospel, a violation of our hope and calling, and we pledge 
this church to oppose the deadly working of such bigotry, both within our own circles and in the society 
around us. Finally, we pray for the continued blessing of the Blessed One upon the increasing cooperation 
and understanding between Lutheran Christians and Jews.” 
 

I wrote because Jesus was a Jew.  To believe that with Jesus the Old Testament is no longer valid is a 
practice called supersessionism and is a kind of antisemitism because it disregards the existence and value 
of the Jewish people today. Instead, I invite us to hear the promise in the Old Testament as part of the 
covenant God has made with humankind. Further, the coming of Jesus, and His resurrection, is an equally 
valid covenant God has made with humankind. As Christians we are called to hold creative tension of the 
first covenant, often referred to as the Law, with the second, often referred to as the Gospel, together. Both 
the Old and New Covenant Promises are needed in salvation history. Promise and fulfillment are not  a once 
and for all time event, rather, God works in relationship with creation for betterment in salvation history. 
This is why we are waiting for the coming again of Christ and working for the kingdom by spreading the 
Gospel, sometimes with words and works as needed. The New Testament passages that speak of Jesus’ 
encounters with the scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees reflect debates internal to the Judaism of that 
period. It would be anachronistic to understand these texts as pitting Christianity against Judaism. The 
formal split between the Christian Church and the Jewish faith did not happen completely until the council of 
Nicaea in 325 CE, long after Jesus was resurrected and the Holy Spirit came to the Church. It is therefore 
essential that as we read the first books of the Bible, we hear God’s comforting words of respite and rest 
among difficulty to a community like our own.We cannot know the fullness and character of God, so we 
cannot claim to have exclusive claim to ultimate truth, theology changes and grows as God encounters 
creation. We are to respect and regard our Brothers and Sisters of the Book and work for their betterment 
and protection. The commandment against false witness calls on us to avoid negative caricatures of Jewish 
life and thought. Christians today are learning to pay attention to the Jewish understanding and experience 
of Torah in its multiplicity and its graciousness. I received a reply to my email, it read:  
 
“Dear Pastor Stephenson. 
I am conveying to you the thanks of the entire congregation of Ohr Shalom synagogue about your very kind 
email.  We are naturally devastated about the massacre at Tree of Life synagogue, but are so heartened by 
the outpouring of concern shown to us by congregations such as your own.  It means the world to us to 
know that we are not alone and that so many people have taken the time to reach out. 
 

We appreciate your offer of help.  The best thing you can do for us is to keep on diligently with what you 
are doing: speaking out against hate in all its forms. 
 

Sincerely, 
Gayle Gerson 
Co-President of Congregation Ohr Shalom” 
 

May the dead rest in peace. And may the living work for peace. Amen.  
 

Yours Faithfully,  
Laura Stephenson  

Assoc. Pastor Letter  

https://www.episcopalpgh.org/tree-of-life/?fbclid=IwAR27fuaH89dR8STafn5FZixJ8uhPMOSoqV1S81IT4wGWzZDihLyJAWI8EoQ
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St. Matthew’s Presents November’s  

“Guess Who?” 

Each month we hope to publish a picture in the Evangel from “back in 
the day”.  Please submit your guesses as to who is pictured to the 
church office at stmattsgj@gmail.com.  We will announce the results 
in next month’s Evangel.  

We will need help from all to keep this going though so  if you 
would like to submit a picture for the monthly “Guess Who?” corner, 
please email or drop off a copy of the picture to the office.  We all 
have that old baby picture, year-book picture, graduation picture, or 
just a day at the beach others would love to see. 

Last month’s Evangel picture was of Rita Paronto.  There were several correct guesses, first  
was Kathy Morgan. 

"Papa Pheasant" 

By Carl Koizumi 

 

This photo, taken in the Koizumi backyard, 
shows a papa pheasant trying to cover all ten 
of his baby chicks, but every family has one 
youngster whose curiosity is unsuppressed.  

 

Artist of the Month 

Annual Meeting: January 20, 2019 11:15 AM 

 

The vestry has set our annual meeting for Sunday, January 20 following the 10:00 
AM worship service. As in prior years, we will open the annual meeting at the 
Saturday evening service for voting only, and voting will also take place during the 
Sunday 8 am service.   

Bios for those currently running for vestry will follow in the January Evangel. We are 
open to nominations, but a request comes from Pastor Hollis that should we have more 
than three people running for the three openings, we have maybe six or more running. 
She doesn’t want to see four people running for three places, as that has not worked 
well for us in the past. 

 

Here is the Schedule for the January 2019 Annual Meeting: 

Call to Order and Open for Voting: during the Jan. 19  5 pm service 

Meeting in Recess 

Meeting re-opened for voting: during the January 20  8 am service 

Meeting in recess 

Meeting Re-opened for full agenda: Following the January 20  10:00 am service 

Potluck Brunch during pause for vote tabulation 
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Youth & Children’s Ministry 

Nursery: 

The nursery at St. Matthew’s continues to be a fun place where the youngest members of the 
church begin their faith!  During the 8:00 and 10:00 services, children ages newborn-4 socialize 
and play in a safe and fun environment.   

Sunday School: 

The Sunday School class finished our series at Son Treasure Island.  We will soon begin our ad-

vent series: The Way of Love, a “rule of life” focused on practices for a Jesus-Centered Life.  

The children are excited to see the classroom transform starting November 11th!  Stop in and 

see. 

CALLING ALL KIDS! 

This year’s Nativity play is quickly approaching!  We need the help of 
all of St. Matthew’s kids to participate in this year’s play!  There are 

various parts, some speaking and others not, including: shepherds, angels, stable ani-
mals, innkeepers, and Mary and Joseph!  If your child(ren) would like to participate, 
please let Becky Vroman know!  Please specify their preference or desire for a speaking or 
non-speaking role.  Rehearsals for the play will occur during the Advent study, Thurs-
days from 5:30-7:00 beginning November 29th. The play will be performed on Christ-
mas Eve at the 5:00PM service. 

Dinner Table Conversation Starter— 
Enhance family time with some of these thought provoking questions 

“What are five things you are most thankful for right now?”   

“Describe what it means to be a friend.” 

“What is the nicest thing anyone has ever done for you?  What is the nicest thing you’ve done for someone?” 

“What three words would you use to tell another person about yourself?  Why those three?” 

“If you could invent something, what would it do?” 

“What superpower would you like to have?  What would you do with it?” 

Youth Group: 

The youth group at St. Matthew’s has been full of laughter, good food, pun-filled jokes, and 
interesting discussion.  They continue to meet every Sunday after the 10:00 service.  The youth are 
currently putting together Homeless Care Packages. 
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ALL IN!  

That’s the theme of our stewardship campaign at St. Matthew’s this year.  The phrase “ALL IN” 
comes from Texas Hold ‘em poker, where the maximum bet is your full stack of chips.  When 
you bet everything you have, you are said to be “ALL IN.” 

To be “ALL IN” means you are completely committed to something.  And it has been truly won-
derful to hear why our brothers and sisters in Christ are totally committed to St. Matt’s.   

 “It’s the people.” 

 “The Holy Spirit is tangible.” 

 “The witness to Christ.” 

 “The community and the leadership.” 

 “I feel safe.” 

 “The sense of inclusion.” 

 “It’s been life changing.” 

These are just a few of the many reasons our fellow members of St. Matt’s have given for going 
“ALL IN” for our church. 

We’re “ALL IN” because we’re ALL in.  Nobody who seeks to walk the path of Christ’s love is ex-
cluded from our community and the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We ALL are welcome, 
regardless of our differences.  We ALL work together to make a safe place where the Holy Spirit 
is tangible, and where we ALL can bear witness to Christ.  We ALL are included. 

That’s why we are “All IN” for St. Matthew’s Church. 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged financial support of St. Matthew’s for 
2019! Your pledge makes a difference and allows the church to pay its bills, offer 
worship and music, and Bible studies and children’s and youth ministries and 
pastoral care and community outreach. Without you, we would not be a church. If 
you haven’t pledged yet, please pray about it. As Jesus said, “Where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.” Together we are the Body of Christ, 
together we are “All In!” 



Page 6 

Schedule for Advent & Christmas 2018 

Nov. 10 - 11  Advent A 

Nov. 17 - 18  Advent B 

Nov. 18  Salvation Army Christmas Angel Tree  

Nov. 22  Thanksgiving 

Nov. 24 - 25  Advent C 

Nov. 29  Advent Study & Children’s Christmas Play rehearsal 

Dec. 1   Set up Chrismon Tree 

Dec. 2   Decorate Chrismon Tree between services, Greening of Sanctuary after 
   10:00 am service 

Dec. 1 - 2  1 Advent (begin lighting Advent wreath during the Gloria) 

Dec. 6   Advent Study & Children’s Christmas Play rehearsal - visit from St. Nick 

Dec. 8 - 9  2 Advent 

Dec. 13  Advent Study & Children’s Christmas Play rehearsal 

Dec. 15  Decorate Retable & Poinsettias 

Dec. 17 - 18  3 Advent 

Dec. 21  Candle lit Labyrinth Walk at dusk 

Dec. 22  Full Christmas decorating - No Saturday Service 

Dec. 23  4 Advent 

Dec. 24  Quiet Christmas 3pm 

   Children’s Play & Communion 5pm 

   Festive Eucharist 9pm 

Dec. 25  No worship at St. Matthew’s 

Jan. 6   Epiphany, Feast of Lights combined with worship 

ADVENT 

At. St. Matt’s we celebrate Advent! Rather than the usual four Sundays, we have seven!   

Advent is derived from a Latin word meaning “arrival” or “coming.” The season of Advent on the 
church calendar marks a time of mystery and beauty, a time of contemplation and preparing 
our hearts for the wonder that is God. As winter comes closer, and darkness and cold descend, 
we experience an Advent truth: The dark is not an end but the way a new beginning comes. 
The essence of Advent is hope, peace, love and joy; focusing on these helps prepare our hearts 
for the celebration of Christmas.  

Churches began celebrating the season of Advent in the church about the year 500; it began 
November 11th with the feast day of St. Martin. Over time the length of Advent diminished, to 
just the four Sundays before Christmas.  Here's the problem: over time, much of the world 
began celebrating Christmas, not Advent. And it's a bit of a problem here at St. Matthew's. 
Advent gets evicted because we have Christmas parties and shopping and concerts and 
parades. So we have brought back the ancient rubric of a longer Advent. 

What does this mean? There are seven Sundays of Advent, complete with blue hangings.  The 
lectionary readings lend themselves to Advent, and we bring in Advent-oriented music 

The intent is that we have time for Advent, each of us. Taking part in the church's liturgical 
seasons is one way to grow as a Christian. At home we might use Advent wreaths or calendars 
to embrace the season.  

Advent is about letting God come to us. We do the letting and God does the coming. And, the 

whole mystery of our faith is that God is not reluctant to come into an unusual relationship (like 

Mary and Joseph’s) or to be born in the poverty of a makeshift stable. That is God’s Way of 

Love! 
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November 2018 - Ministry Schedule 

 Ministers 

If you have dates between December 1 and February 28 that you cannot serve, 
please let the church office know at 242-3293 or email  

stmattsfinance@gmail.com 

  Nov 4 Nov 11 Nov 18 Nov 25 Dec 2 

8:00 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Usher  
 

 
K. Roy Jones 
 
Carol Jones 
Marilyn Ruland 
Terry Farina 
Bud Smock 
Terry Farina 

 
Laurie Kadrich 
 
Jan Smith 
Laura Mockler 
Don Schneider 
Carol Jones 
K. Roy Jones 

 
K. Roy Jones 
 
Carol Jones 
Reenie Neal 
Terry Farina 
Peggy Pretti 
Ken Bronwlee 
 

 
Terry Farina 
 
Jan Smith 
Ken Brownlee 
Marilyn Ruland 
Sherry Farny 
Dave Farny 
 

 
K. Roy Jones 
 
Carol Jones 
Don Schneider 
Sherry Farny 
Laura Mockler 
Bud Smock 

10:00 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Lector OT 
Lector NT 
Lector PP 
Usher 
Usher 
 

 
Cade Bickham 
Rebecka Plank 
Owen Bickham 
Abby Vroman 
Levi Castaneda 
Youth 
Youth 
Becky Vroman 
Merrilyn Simpkins 
Youth 

 
Nikki Inman 
 
Jim Sidwell 
 
 
Jeanette Benson 
Justin Day 
Lee Wyman 
Cora Galbasini 
Jamie Galbasini 

 
Mike Murray 
 
Rebecka Plank 
Collin Blanchard 
Reese Blanchard 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Chris Parsons 
Casey Wren 
Jim Campbell 
Chip Newton 

 
Allan Conrad 
 
Jim Sidwell 
Abby Vroman 
Levi Castaneda 
Sarah Bouwhuis 
Sharon Conrad 
Justin Day 
Cora Galbasini 
Jamie Galbasini 

 
Cade Bickham 
Rebecka Plank 
Owen Bickham 
Collin Blanchard 
Reese Blanchard 
Youth 
Youth 
Becky Vroman 
Merrilyn Simpkins 
Youth 

Coffee Fo-L M-Pa Pe-Z A-Fi Fo-L 

EVs  
Commons 

Jeanette Benson 
Laura Mockler 

Linda Jameson 
Barclay Jameson 

Sugar Rabel 
Rocco DeBona 

Laura Mockler 
Jim Campbell 

Jeanette Benson 
Beverly Lampley 
 

Evs Home Cynthia Mill 
Kathy Morgan 

Anna Shannon 
Sarah Bouwhuis 

Carol Jones 
K. Roy Jones 

Cynthia Mill 
Nikki Inman 

Kathy Morgan 
Shannon Castaneda 

Tellers Deb Feeley 
Fred Bowden 

Con Litz 
Beverly Lampley 

Ann Hayes 
Casey Wren 

Sue Emerson 
Janette Deagle 

Con Litz 
Justin Day 

Altar Guild 
  

Deb McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Marjorie Brown 
Margery Fillinger 
Carol Jones 
Corine Hesslink 
Joyce Grove 
 

Merrilyn Simpkins 
Lynne Bird 
Peggy Pretti 
Sue Sidwell 
Marjorie Suedekum 

Mary Mills 
Beve Farina 
Dorothy Stevenson 
M. K. Carlson 
Pat Noble 

Deb McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Saturday 
 
Celebrant 
Acolyte 
Ps OT NT 
Gospel 
Meditation 
Usher 
Usher 

Nov 3 
 

Pastor Laura 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Buzzie Aust 
Pastor Laura 
Pastor Laura 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 

Nov 10 
 

Pastor Hollis 
Barb Schaak 
Deb Feeley 
Pastor Hollis 
Pastor Hollis 
Rocco DeBona 
Sugar Rabel 

Nov 17 
 
Pastor Hollis 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Spike Howard 
Pastor Hollis 
Pastor Hollis 
Spike Howard 
Lori Howard 

Nov 24 
 

Pastor Laura 
Barb Schaak 
Deb Feeley 
Pastor Laura 
Pastor Laura 
Deb Feeley 

Dec 1 
 

Pastor Laura 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Buzzie Aust 
Pastor Laura 
Pastor Laura 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 
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 Letter from St. Matt’s Missionary in the Dominican  

Dear Partners in Mission, 

What a special time to be in Colorado on home ministry assignment.  With the 
bishop search here nearing the end, I was pleased to be able to join in an evening 
of the walk about to meet the candidates.  Both women have special gifts to offer 
the diocese and I trust that God will use the elected bishop to further God’s 
ministry throughout the diocese.  Additionally, continuing to reconnect with friends, 
family and supporters has been a blessing.  As an only living child, having time to 
spend with my parents at this stage has also been important. 

Just a reminder that St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church in Boulder has offered $2,000 in matching 
funds for new gifts, either for the ministry in general or the construction project.  As always, 
15% of gifts to the ministry go to the SAMS Great Commission Fund and 100% of gifts to the 
construction project go to the project as a pass through.  Both are welcome and appreciated.   

May God continue to bless and guide you in your life and ministries. 

In Christ, 

Cathy 
Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican 
Missionaries and Senders.  She is serving in the Dominican Republic as 
a physical therapist in San Pedro de Macorís and Santo Domingo.   

E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  Donations (checks made to SAMS with 
Cathy’s name in the memo line): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA  15003.  
Snail mail: Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 
21000  website: www.cathydonahoe.net          

 

St. Matthew’s Sponsored Homeward Bound 
Dinner - November 14th.  

If you would like to help serve and/or cook, please sign up in 
the gathering area. Cooks need to arrive at 2pm and serv-
ers at 4:45pm. Dinner is served every 2nd Wednesday of the 
month. Thank you to Shannon Castaneda for organizing the 
meal and the volunteers who help make it happen. Ques-
tions…see Shannon, Gretchen Davis-Lubinski or Cindy Murray.  

New Bishop for Colorado: Kym Lucas 

 

Every year there is a convention to deal with business of the diocese, 
to encourage and uplift ministries, and (rarely) to elect a new bishop. 
This happens when the existing bishop resigns. This year the diocese 
developed a profile and tasked a search committee with finding 
worthy candidates. In the end, there were two candidates, Ruth 
Woodliff-Stanley who holds a position on the bishop’s staff, Canon to 
the Ordinary. (That’s Episcopal speak. Ordinary means the bishop.); 
the other was Kym Lucas, rector of St. Margaret’s in Washington, DC. 

We provided information from our in-house survey for each delegate, but emphasized that the 
delegate was free to vote his/her own mind, and we did not vote as a block. The balloting took 
place in the Cathedral amidst Holy Eucharist, hymns and prayers. We elected The Rev. Kym 
Lucas as our new bishop. Kym is a graduate of Wake Forest and Union Theological Seminary. 
She is from Fayetteville, North Carolina and understands both urban and rural ministry. We 
were impressed with her focus, energy and faith. The installation of our new bishop is planned 
for May 18th at the cathedral in Denver. 

 

mailto:cathyd@turbonet.com
http://www.cathydonahoe.net
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New Plan for 10 AM  

Coffee Hour 

We want everyone to be able to stay and 
talk after worship, and we especially 
want to welcome visitors. This is actually 
a basic Christian practice – welcoming 
the stranger. Plus, we all want to be able 
to nibble on something good and con-
nect. 

However, our current approach of 
providing hospitality seems to need 
something new. We’re hearing that not 
many show up, and just one or two peo-
ple do it all. We need something new. 
This is our new plan: 

Sign up for a Sunday. It’s that simple. 
Starting in the month of December 3-4 
people, any 3-4 people, will take a Sun-
day and make coffee and lemonade and 
ice water, purchase and put out goodies 
and clean up. Just go to: http://
signup.com/go/hJsaHkd or sign up at 
church. 

FALL RETREAT DAYS 
WHITEWATER BENEDICTINE COMMUNITY 

 
November 3   YOGA RETREAT DAY 
                        An introduction to basic and gentle yoga techniques and the practice 
                       of awareness. Suitable for all ages and physical abilities. 
                       Presenter is Michelle Akcar, a certified yoga instructor and spiritual  
                       Director. 
 
December 1   ADVENT RETREAT DAY 
                       How to enjoy the Christmas season in a contemplative way. Take time  
                       to notice your expectations (are they realistic?) and to find the Divine 
                       presence in whatever happens. 
                       Presenters are Sister Anne Brost and Sister Mary Glenn 
 
January 12  CENTERING PRAYER DAY 
   This will be a day of silence with sessions of CP and meditative walking outside. 
   Presenters are Sister Anne Brost & Sister Mary Glenn 
                                          
All the retreats are on Saturdays at the Whitewater Benedictine Community, 8250 Kannah 
Creek Rd., Whitewater, CO 81527. 
 
All are from 9am to 2pm and include lunch. Suggested donation is $25.00. 
Register by calling 970-241-3847 or emailing amatkannahcreek@peoplepc.com  

http://signup.com/go/hJsaHkd
http://signup.com/go/hJsaHkd
mailto:amatkannahcreek@peoplepc.com
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YOGA CLASS ! 

Wednesdays 9:00 AM - 10:00 
AM.  Yoga helps with flexibility, 
balance and overall health.  
Open to men and women, a 
donation of $2 - $5 is 
recommended.  Both floor and 
chair versions 

 

Study of the Bible 

The Gospel Study of Luke with Fr. Nick continues 
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.  All are invited.  Bring your 
bibles! 

Pilates Class! 

Elise Forte is offering a Pilates class Mondays at 11:00 
AM beginning October 8th in the gathering space.  
All are invited, no need to sign-up.   POP Pilates is a mat 
based exercise routine set to the beat of the music.  It is 
low-intensity and works every muscle group (and maybe 
some you didn't know you had).  All you need is a yoga 
mat!  By donation. 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 

Christmas is right around the corner, and St. Matthew's is once again 
participating in the Salvation Army Christmas Angel Program! You 
can brighten Christmas morning for a child in the Grand Valley by 
selecting an angel from the tree in the gathering space and 
purchasing a few gifts. You will be asked to buy at least one outfit 
and one toy for that child. (The list provided is a "wish list" only; you 
do not need to buy everything on it.)  Also, in an effort to continue 
our outreach to the residents of Matthew, Bonnie, and Zoe's house, 
we will also coordinate with John Mok-Lamme to fill some of those 
resident's Christmas wants and needs.  These young people are 
frequently forgotten by family and friends during this time of year, so 
we are happy to add them to our giving. Please contact Gretchen 
Davis-Lubinski or Cindy Murray with questions or to get more 
information.   

Men of St. Matts / Tuesday, November 6th 
 
Please come (& bring a friend) to Men of St. Matts on Tuesday, November 
6th.  All are welcome.  Social hour at 5:30 PM;  Dinner at 6;  Program at 
6:30. 
 
Our speaker is SAMS (& St. Matthews) Missionary in the Dominican Republic, 
Cathy Donahoe. 

If You Don’t Have a Will, The 
State of Colorado Decides 

At our Packing Your Bags For the Last 
Time gathering, attorney Dan Fitzgerald 
offered a good summary of things to consider 
when making a will. We were very impressed 
with both his knowledge and clarity. We really 
don’t endorse professionals, but Pastor Hollis 
says we could make an exception this one 
time. You can reach Dan at 970-986-3401 or 
dfitzgerald@hfak.com 

mailto:dfitzgerald@hfak.com
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Ride Share 

Several more senior members of St Matthew’s 
have expressed interest in attending church on 
Sundays or church events throughout the week 
but cannot because they are unable to drive.   

If you are interested in giving someone a ride 
please call the office.  We will try to match you 
up with someone that is conveniently on your 
route to church.  It would be a such tremendous 
blessing for those who cannot normally join us!! 

 

St. Matthew’s Shuttle Ministry 

Providing transportation for blind persons in our community is an extension of  the Shuttle 
Ministry.  Taking them to and from their NFB (National Federation of the Blind) meeting once a 
month is not only a tremendous help to these people, it is a joy and a blessing to assist them.  
They have a positive, happy outlook and work on ways to improve their lives.  The meetings are 
held the first Friday of the month from 10:00 to 12:00.  Two of the regular Shuttle Volunteers 
have provided this service for the past year...help is needed!  Please consider joining this 
ministry. Contact Linda Jameson at (970) 255-1679 or barclaylindaj@gmail.com 
 
The Shuttle Ministry is grateful to have two new drivers.  Thank you Sarah Bouwhuis and Anna 
Shannon!  More drivers are still needed.  If interested, contact Ron Kupinski for lessons in 

Safety Sunday 

Special Thanks to the Safety Team and the Congregation for making Sunday Oct. 14th, Safety 
Sunday, a great success. Safety is important! We had a demonstration of using the AED by 
Matthew McGraw, a review of exits from the sanctuary with a map, a educational scavenger 
hunt for children, and even a fire drill. Also, every person who works with children is 
background checked and is expected to maintain safe practices for young people. For more 
information you can access the whole document at https://extranet.generalconvention.org/
staff/ files/download/21313. Thanks to the entire congregation and the Safety Team for putting 
on this educational and important event! 

Good Grief Group 

Have you had someone you love die, are you feeling stuck after a significant 
change or loss in your life? Studies show finding a confidential group into which 
you can share your emotions and story will help you integrate your experience. 

 Therefore, it is with much joy Pr. Laura will be leading a Good Grief Group. 
We're sending out a survey to find out the time that works best for most people 
and will announce the start later in the month. May you know God's comfort in 
whatever you are going through. 

Confirmation Class 
 
If you're faith is growing and you want to confirm it, you're ready for confirmation. This is one 
of the sacraments of the church. Technically, this is where we confirm our baptism. We once 
again say "Yes!" to God.  
 
Confirmation meetings are starting right now: Wednesday November 7 at 8 pm at St. Matt's. If 
you're interested, just come! 
 
The one who is righteous will live by faith. (Romans 1:17) 

WWJD - Monday,  

November 5th at 6:00 pm  

A monthly casual night out to "just have 
fun" with other women in our Gathering 
Space will feature a simple supper and so-
cial time.  Sign up in advance please. All 
women are welcome, so bring a friend, or 
find a new church member. $7 is collected 
at the door to defray food costs. Any sur-
plus is given to women in need at the end 
of the year. 

https://extranet.generalconvention.org/staff/%0Dfiles/download/21313
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/staff/%0Dfiles/download/21313
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

3888 27-1/2 Road 

Grand Junction, CO  81506 

Phone:  970-242-3293 

Email:  stmattsgj@gmail.com 

 

Rector:  Hollis Wright 

Email:  revhwright@gmail.com 

Assoc. Pastor:  Laura Stephenson 

Email:  laurastephenson4@gmail.com 

Deacon:  Rich Paul 

Email: richpaul84@gmail.com 

Assisting/Retired Clergy: Nancy Angle, Bob 
Engels, Vern Hill, Nick Mayer, Judy Schneider & 

Lee Wyman 

Church Office Hours  

Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 am - 1:00 
pm, and meetings with staff are available 
by appointment. 
 

To reach Beth Fisher in the Finance Office, 
please email stmattsfinance@gmail.com 

STAFF 

Parish Administrators Beth Fisher 

Desiree Bougeaux 

Youth Ministry 

Sunday School Asst. 

Justin Day 

Jill Turco 

Director of Children’s Ministry Becky Vroman 

Music Director Richard Morgan 

Children’s Music Shannon Castañeda 

Nursery Supervisor 

The Evangel Editor 

Jaymee Galbasini 

Deisree Bougeaux 

St. Matthew’s Vestry 

Sr. Warden, Ann Hayes 

Jr. Wardens, Ron Kupinski 

                   Sue Emerson 

Treasurer,  Cody Moore 

Fred Bowden 

Justin Day 

Janette Deagle 

Debra Feeley 

Nancy Groenert 

Beverly Lampley 

Con Litz 

Matthew McGraw 

Casey Wren  

Treasurer’s Report September 2018 

November Birthdays 

11/3 

11/4 

11/7 

11/7 

11/9 

11/10 

11/11 

11/16 

11/16 

11/18 

11/23 

11/24 

11/25 

11/28 

11/29 

 

Shirley Ann Crocker 

Lauren Smith 

Ellece Murphey 

Gretchen Lubinski 

Joyce Grove 

Chip Newton 

Kenna Galbasini 

Bob Lubinski 

Corky Perry 

Lynn Dunham 

Dani Galbasini 

Azell Chase 

Roberta Forte 

Heather Knavel 

Tanya Davis 

 

11/7 

11/24 

11/24 

11/24 

11/24 

11/27 

11/28 

Jim & Sue Sidwell 

Ed & Nancy Groenert 

Norm & Margery Fillinger 

Gary & Lynne Bird 

Rocco DeBona & Sugar Rabel 

Lee & Judy Wildhaber 

Philip & Kathy Morrow 

November 

Anniversaries 

 Sept YTD 

Giving 30,329 297,802 

Other Income 201 3,359 

Expanded Ministry Giving 5,251 50,644 

Total Income 35,781 351,805 

Operating Expense 32,717 303,182 

Expanded Ministry Expense 5,828 52,776 

Total Expense 38,545 355,958 

Net Income -2764 -4,153 


