
 

 

Evangel 
 

This is our fifth truly digital newsletter. Let us know what you think! 
 

Letter from Pastor Hollis 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
Easter! The church gives 
us 50 days of Easter, 
often called Eastertide. 
It’s a season of joy. God 
has done something wonderful for all 
humanity, in the form of Jesus, and so 
we celebrate. Our celebrations usually 
include festive worship, shared meals, 
egg hunts, and gathering with family 
and friends. Sometimes I think about 
the Christians that have gone before 
us, those we knew and so very many 
we never met. The letter to the 
Hebrews talks about being 
surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses. To continue reading 
go here... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Letter from Pastor Laura  

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Grace and Peace to you in the Name of 
the Risen Christ! Easter is a season, 
not just a day. Which means we get to 
explore and proclaim God resurrected 
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for 50 days, not just one Sunday. In the 
Easter Season we’re not waiting 
anymore, we’re not looking forward to a 
major festival day, this is the moment 
for us. In the most profound sense- all 
we have is now, all we have is what is 
around us. 
 
For more from Pr. Laura go HERE... 

 

   

 

  

 

   

  

  

Thank you from Camie Dewy 
 

Hello, my dear St. Matthew’s family! 
 
My level of excitement has risen, and my level of focus has dropped as my time 
here at Seminary of the Southwest comes rapidly to a close. These years have 
been so formative and fun, challenging and frustrating, profound and exciting. 
While I will mourn leaving this place, I am very much looking forward to this new 
beginning. As Hollis announced, I have accepted a call to serve as Associate 
Rector for Mission and Formation at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Creve 
Coeur, Missouri, a municipality of St. Louis. My job there begins July 1 st . Funnily 
enough, one of my first tasks will be assisting with Vacation Bible School, my 
forte! I will be spending the month of June in Colorado, to attend the wedding of 
Pastor Ray, and will be at St. Matthew’s on Sunday, June 9th to preach and serve 
as deacon. I look forward to being with you all once more, 
the last time for a long time, I’m afraid. Ordination will take place in Denver on 
June 22nd at 10:00am at St. John’s Cathedral, and my schedule will then dictate 
that I leave for St. Louis within a couple of days following. Though I will miss being 
there for Hollis’ last Sunday at St. Matthew’s, I do look forward to being present for 
her and Chris' retirement party and Pentecost. I cannot say “thank you” enough for 
everything St. Matthew’s has done for me this last decade. I have no doubt God 
made sure it was y’all who would be the ones to lift me up to this and support me 
through seminary. It is all thanks to you that I get to do this important work as a 
clergy person. I am eager to see you all, to thank you in person, and to say one 
more “see you later.” 
 
All my love in Christ, 
Camie 

 

  

  

What's Happening With The Rector Search??? 
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Dear St. Matthews Family, 
 
The co-chairs for the Search Committee are in place, and they will be reviewing 
the names of the people who have indicated an interest in being part of the 
Search Committee. Once that process is complete, I will be able to announce all 
those who will be moving forward in helping us to find our new Rector. In the 
meantime, a questionnaire will be sent out to everyone in the Parish. The 
questionnaire will be emailed to those who have an email address on file, and 
paper copies will be available for others to pick up. It will be distributed by 
5/8/2019. Please answer and return within 10 days of receipt, as those answers 
will be used to help us develop the Parish Profile. 
As we move through this whole process, please pray for your Vestry, Search 
Committee and all involved. We all want to “get it right” and are willing to spend 
the time it will take. 
 
God Bless St. Matthews and be with us as we move ahead. 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
Senior Warden 
Ann Hayes 
annjb12@gmailcom 

 

Youth & Family 
 

  

  

The Sunday school classes have finished up our series on Dr. Seuss. We have begun a new 
series titled “Heroes.”  To read more about Youth and Family click here. 

 

  

 

Youth Group: Youth group continues to meet after the Sunday 10 o'clock service. 
School is almost out, and summer is creeping up on us! That means, it’s time to plan some 
fun middle school/high school activities– karaoke night, youth garage sale, and a summer trip 
are all currently being planned. 

  

 

Mark your calendars for VBS July 22-26. Dare To Be Different is based on Madeleine L' 
Engle's A Wrinkle In Time. Through games, activities ,crafts, and adventures we will learn 
about our spiritual gifts, how our differences make us special, and affirm the power of love, 
courage, and self‐sacrifice. 
 
August 31: Youth Garage Sale- The youth of St. Matthew’s will hold its annual yard sale 
on Saturday, August 31st from 8am-1pm. If you have items to donate to the sale, please 
contact Justin Day to set up a time to drop those off at the church. Money raised will go 
toward the youth ministry fund. 

https://greenhouse.cloversites.com/stmatthewsepiscopalchurch/connect/children-and-family-newsletter
https://greenhouse.cloversites.com/stmatthewsepiscopalchurch/connect/children-and-family-newsletter
https://greenhouse.cloversites.com/stmatthewsepiscopalchurch/connect/children-and-family-newsletter


  

 

Congratulations St. Matthew’s Graduates! 
Maddie Vroman: 
Maddie graduates from Central High School on May 20th. 
Maddie will continue her education at CMU. Maddie has 
served in the St Matthew’s nursery for two years. 
The church is invited to celebrate with Maddie and her family 
May 11th at noon at St. Matthew's. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mother’s Day is May 12th! At each service on Sunday, May 
12th, St. Matthew’s will honor and celebrate all women with a 
special gift and a blessing.  
  
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Thank you to all who donated candy and eggs for our Easter 
hunt! The kids had a great time, and thanks to the generous 

people of St. Matthew’s, we had plenty of eggs to share with children who were in town 
visiting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

OUTREACH 

FOR THE MOST GO 
TOhttp://stmatthewsgj.org/outreach 

  

 

Summer Concert Series in ON! Mark your Calendars for 
EVERY SUNDAY IN JULY PM in the Pavilion (7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th!) 

All proceeds from the "pass the hat" go to 
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Outreach efforts in the Grand Valley 

 

Stray Grass 

  

 

During Eastertide, we're giving thanks for all the blessings of grace in our lives by 
putting our change in the blue United Thank Offering boxes (found in the 
common area to be taken home or to work) each day. Then on Pentecost, June 
9th, we'll gather them up and send them off to further the churches work in the 
world. This season the money gathered will go to benefit the Episcopal Church in 
Navajoland, our mission partners, as they build solar projects! (We'll be going to 
visit them in July on our mission trip!) 

  

 

Community Garden update! 
 
The Community Garden is up and running again this year - have you noticed our 
newly constructed pallet compost bin? The new compost bin has its own water 
supply and is big enough to handle all the pulled weeds and dead plants from the 
garden as well as offerings from the church kitchen. We're very excited to have it 
and appreciate those who donated to its construction. 
 
   Things that are ok to add to the compost bin: coffee grounds (including filters), 
vegetable scraps, paper towels, undyed napkins, shredded paper (but not too 
much shredded paper, as it takes a while to compost without a lot of green stuff 
mixed with it). 
 
   Things to avoid putting in the compost bin: plastic, glass, fat or grease, meat 
scraps, baked goods (compost well but attract vermin).  
 
In other news, here are some answers to common questions about the 
Community Garden: 
 
1. Is anything planted yet?.....Continue reading...here 
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Missionary Cathy Donahoe, who we support with the 
Spirit of the Valley 5K, regular donations, and with 
love and prayers wrote a letter to us from the 
Dominican Republic which can be found here. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Our work at Matthew’s House continues to take form. CJ Levine is helping us 
beautify the properties at Matthew’s House and Bonnie’s House (Church of the 
Nativity sponsoring). We are so blessed to have CJ’s assistance and expertise in 
this project. Our first order of business is replacing some existing concrete that 
has cracked, become uneven and is unsafe for the residents. We will also be 
regrading some areas to prevent water damage to the homes. We will then place 
irrigation systems in both properties to minimize upkeep requirements by residents 
and prepare for new planting of more drought tolerant vegetation. Thanks to all 
who support the residents with your prayers and your contributions of time and 
talents. If you would like to support this mission with your tithes you can do so by 
indicating on your intent on the memo line of your check (Matthew’s House).   

  

  

Outreach Spotlight: HOMEWARD BOUND MEAL 
 

One of the community ministries 
supported by the Outreach Team and 
congregation is the Homeward Bound 
meal preparation and service on the 
second Wednesday of each month 
(next opportunity is May 8th.) The 
obligation involves meal planning, 
shopping, preparing, and serving the 
meal. 
  
Homeward Bound is a shelter in Grand 
Junction offering meals and emergency 
housing to the homeless community; however, it is much more than just a 
homeless shelter. Case managers work with clients in applying for benefits, and to 
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overcome barriers to employment and permanent housing. The Phoenix Project, a 
program specifically for veterans, provides unique case management designed to 
assist them gain independence through designated housing resources. A recent 
addition to Homeward Bound’s resources is their culinary arts program, which is a 
free set of classes available to both clients and the general community, and 
teaches basic kitchen skills, food safety, and daily commercial kitchen operations. 
(During their last visit, our youth group got to experience the spice and herb test 
administered by resident chef Daryl!) 
Continue Reading... 

 

  

  

Mark your calendars for the Spirit of the Valley 5k 
set for September 7th.  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Our next Mission Trip Meeting 
is May 19th between services. 
You're invited. For more see our 
website HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who donated Robes and Slippers during Lent! 
We delivered approximately 80 robes and about 40 pairs of slippers to folks at the 
Bookcliff Manor and at the Retreat. For fabulous photos of members of the 
outreach team delivering these items go here... 

 

  

  

Stone Soup is a wonderful opportunity to connect with folks living in the Grand 
Valley! You're invited to join in the fun on May 25th at 2 PM at St. Matt's to 
prepare food, and at 4 at Whitman Park downtown to serve. 

 

  

  

Save space in your home for the 4K for Cancer Bike riders July 15th! Details 
here... 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 
 

  

  

Hospitality is our Middle Name  

 

Did you know that we (St. Matthew’s) are world famous for our hospitality? That’s 
right, they have heard about us all the way to Ireland! 
 
We have an amazing gift for hospitality here at St. Matthew’s and we’re all invited to 
serve. We have a coffee hour following both the 8:00 service and the 10:00 service, 
offering a chance to catch up with our church friends, conduct business and meet 
newcomers. The 8:00 service coffee hour runs like a well oiled machine. (Wow you 
guys do a great job!) The 10:00 service coffee hour is currently growing. We all love 
the fellowship and time together. It takes minimal commitment to make it happen. The 
number one reason many are hesitant to volunteer is folks can’t always put out the 
spread that’s become the norm. It’s intimidating! 
 
Dear Friends! We just need a few cookies (one recipe usually makes 4 dozen and 
there is no shame in store bought) and a healthy alternative such as fruit OR cheese 
and crackers. St. Matthew’s provides the coffee and lemonade. We need not provide 
brunch. 
 
Our goal is for 4 people/couples/families sign up each Sunday; 3 bring cookies and 1 
the healthy alternative. Never done coffee hour? Don’t know what to do? Don’t worry 
I’ll be there to help. What’s more, there are many other people who will jump in to 
assist if you would like help. The instructions for making the coffee are posted in the 
kitchen or grab me at church, I’ll be happy to show you how. We’d never expect you 
to do this ministry alone. 
 
You’re invited to sign up anytime at <https://signup.com/go/iYzhjfU> on our website at 
<http://stmatthewsgj.org/resources> or in the hospitality area. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Sue Emerson, Jr. Warden for Hospitality 

 

  

  

Getting to Know You  
You are important to us. When we share communion 
with you, we share in God’s grace. Before we send 
out the communion from the altar we pray the 
following, “We send you (the Eucharistic Visitor) forth 
bearing the gifts of God, that those to whom you go, 
may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and in the 
fellowship of this community. We who are many are one body, because we all 
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share one bread, one cup.” We want to connect with you in other ways, too, such 
as through our newsletter and to be sure you get a birthday card. But we don’t 
always have the most up-to-date contact information. Our Eucharist Visitors will be 
asking in the upcoming month(s) if you would fill out an updated contact form to 
keep you informed of all that is going on in the St Matthew’s community. We love 
you all so much and want you to feel included even though you may be home or 
facility bound.  
 
For those who are able to attend services we invite you, if you have not done so in 
a while, to fill out an updated contact form located in the parish hall. 

 

May Eucharistic Visitor Schedule 
 

 

 

  

  

You're invited to an Irish Dinner to learn more about our companion parish and the 
recent trip members of the congregation took to meet them on 

Friday May 24th. Details to come! 
 

  

 

Prayer works! We're happy to pray for you and the people you care about. To 
add a name to the prayer list please call Merrilyn Simpkins 970-464-5446 leave a 
message if she doesn't answer or send an email to merrilyn41@gmail.com Also, 
Deb McLaughlin can be called at 970-243-7265 leave a message if no one 
answers or email to bildeb@bresnan.net. We would appreciate any updates on 
anyone you have put on the list prior to this. 
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Can't make it to Bishop- Elect Kym Lucas' 
Ordination and Consecration? We'll be live 
streaming it on our TV at 11 AM on Saturday May 
18th in the common area! You're invited to share in 
the joy! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

All are invited to Men of St. Matts on Tuesday, May 7th in the gathering 
space. Social hour at 5:30 PM and Dinner at 6:00. Dinner hosted by Dos 
Hombres  

  

 

Save the date for HOLLIS and CHRIS' RETIREMENT PARTY! 
Saturday June 8th 4-7 PM! In the pavilion! 

  

 



 

 

Financials: Treasurer's Report for March 2019 
 

 



 

 

  

  

May Birthdays 
5/4           Bonnie Bentson 
5/5           Kathy Swain 
5/7          Dorothy Stephenson 
5/9           Norma Patrick 
5/13         Don Aust 
5/14         Harley Galbasini 
5/15         Kathy Morgan 
5/15         Linda Jameson 
5/16         Dale Moore 
5/16         Katie Vroman 
5/17         Melvin Davis 
5/17         Ava Paul 
5/18         Spike Howard 
5/19        Blake Bickham 
5/19         Tyler Way 
5/20         Audrey McConnell 
5/20         Joy Gordon 
5/21         Janette Deagle 
5/25         Rich Emerson 
5/25         Ryleigh Mill-Wilhelm 
5/25         Sarah Bouwhuis 
5/25         Dave Emerson 
5/26         Kathleen Davis 
5/28         Deb McLaughlin 
5/29         Fr. Bob Engels 
 
May Anniversaries 
5/4           David & Heidi Plank 
5/16         Howard & Judy Martsolf 
5/17         Allan & Sharon Conrad 



5/21         Terry & Beve Farina 
5/26         Don & Judy Schneider 
5/31         Kent & Heather Knavel  

 

  

  

 


