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Dear Friends, 
  
As I write this, the New Year is just a few days 
away: 2017. 
 
Time has this habit of moving more and more 
quickly. Have you noticed that? I still 
remember my third grade teacher, Miss 
Eischen, keeping the whole class after school 
for fifteen minutes. Those fifteen minutes 
seemed like an eternity. Now I seem to 
experience whole years moving more quickly 
than those fifteen minutes! So, when it comes 
to 2017, it seems like a good idea to stay 
focused, at least somewhat, so that the year 
doesn’t just slip by. 
 
One thing that I want to focus on is hospitality 
at St. Matt’s. Certainly this means asking the 
obvious questions like do we do we not go to a 
visitor’s house with some goody or other, do 
we do we not have different names tags for 
members and visitors, and do we or do we not 
ask visitors to stand up and introduce 
themselves. The answer in each case is no, our 
best understanding of hospitality is to make 
space for visitors to feel comfortable and not 
overwhelmed. Regular church attenders feel 
more comfortable when they can readily 
identify visitors, but studies show most visitors 
dislike standing out! It takes a little more effort 
when we’re not sure whether or not someone 
is a visitor, but a simple, “Hi, I’m Jeff. I’m not 
sure we’ve met” is generally sufficient. 
 
The Oxford Dictionary defines hospitality as: 
“The friendly and generous reception and 
entertainment of guests, visitors, or 
strangers.” Jesus spoke of the value of 
welcoming the stranger. In the letter to the 
Hebrews we read that showing hospitality to 
strangers matters, and in fact we might be 
entertaining angels. Not all visitors seem like 
angels, of course, but angelic or not, each is a 
treasured child of God. As are you, and as for 
all of us, we are all treasured children of God. 
 
When we talk about hospitality, I am thinking 
we should go further. Yes, welcome the 
stranger! But also: welcome the person 
struggling with life right now, or even the 
person just having a bad day. Some of us have 
friends at church that we can run up to and  
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talk with and from whom 
we can seek comfort. But 
many of us just can’t 
easily talk about our 
struggles with others.  
 
How do we create an environment that both 
welcomes the visitor but also supports the 
person who is already part of this body of 
Christ, part of this church, but is struggling? I 
pretty much know and love all of you. I wish 
we could solve everyone’s problems totally and 
completely, but I know we can’t. But I do 
believe we can work towards a deeper 
hospitality that includes every one of us. 
 
St. Matthew’s is 127 years old this year; we’re 
not getting any younger. Now is the time to let 
our care and love be present to each other, 
just as we reach out to our community, 
meeting some of the greater needs for shoes 
and jackets and food and transportation. I 
want us to work on this kind of hospitality this 
year. 
 
My prayer is that this year we may share God’s 
deep, deep love with each other and with God’s 
world. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Hollis 
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Associate Pastor Letter 

 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 
honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the 
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. (Romans 12:9-14) 

 

The apostle Paul wrote these words to the church in Rome almost 2,000 years ago as 
words of encouragement. To follow Christ was to learn to become like Christ, and there 
were certain characteristics that the early Christians exhibited that set them apart 
above and beyond what was exhibited in the surrounding culture. It was this radical 
way of love and hospitality that was so attractive and what grew the early church, but 
was simultaneously seen as a threat to the status quo by those in power.  

 

The early Christians knew that this way of radical love and hospitality wasn't something 
that they could muster up in and of themselves.  It required the power of the Holy 
Spirit to infuse their lives and so tranform them, empowering them to live the way of 
Christ. The early disciples much time in prayer, worship, reflecting on scripture, and 
learning from those who had walked the way much longer, gleening this sacred wisdom 
and passing it down to the next generations. 

 

This is still the way of spiritual formation in our lives as Christians. I see this deep work 
and transformation happening around me at St. Matthew's. It's exciting to be part of 
this transformation and to see God at work through you. At the same time, many of 
you have asked, "How do I go deeper?  What are some ways that the Spirit can so work 
through me/us that we make a noticable impact in our community?" 

 

Pastor Hollis and I have talked, prayed, and discerned that this new year 2017 will be 
"The Year of Hospitality" at St. Matthew's. By this, we mean not just how well we greet 
people at the door or follow up on visitors or that we have enough refreshments 
between services (all of these things are valuable).  We mean: how does the spirit of 
radical love and hospitality so infuse each of our individual lives that we create a 
spiritually seismic ripple in our community, that it becomes the very air we breath?  Or 
when visitors walk in our doors they can sense that this place is like walking into a 
comfortable home and feeling immediately at peace?  

 

I am working on putting together some programming with some simple practices that I 
believe that if we all participate in together as a faith community, it will radically 
change the way we live our walk not just in the ministries of St. Matthew's but will be 
noticed in the ministry of our daily lives--in our work, in our study, in our play, at the 
grocery store, on the golf course? Stay tuned for this exciting opportunity coming up! I 
hope that each of you will consider how you might be part of this vision and mission, 
and how you might also spiritually mentor others in the way of Christ's radical love and 
hospitality. 

 

Blessings to you as we serve the risen Lord of Love! 

 

Pastor Ray 
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Senior Warden Letter 
 

Ok so, Saint Matthew’s 
and the world beginning 
its lift off into the year 
2017. All I can say, what 
a long strange year 2016 
appeared to be.  While 

many of our goals were met, and many of 
our obstacles were overcome, it seemed 
that from the start to the finish all things 
challenged the spirit. But for the most 
part, a challenged spirit inspires the 
desire to seek out solace in the God we 
serve, and as well  to rely on the faith and 
promise we believe in. So, not all bad. 
 
Anyway, at Saint Matthews, a lot of what 
we had hoped to get done was done, and 
a lot of what we hoped to complete, is still 
a work in progress. But progress is being 
made. The heritage project is well under 
way with the main item, the pavilion 
being the only component left to get well 
under way. The Labyrinth, check. The 
Organ, Check. The Playground, check. 
The Sign, check. The Pavilion, ……well…… 
The good news, our permit was issued 
last week and we now have the full right 
to build what we want in the eyes of both 
the city planning and the county building 
department. Work will commence shortly. 
I think we are all are very much looking 
forward enjoying it this spring and 
summer.  While the work will be 
challenging, the building committee is, I 
believe, looking forward to getting it 
underway. 
 
This being my last evangel article as your 
senior warden, I say thank you, thank 
you, and thank you.  Realistically, I 
cannot thank you all enough for providing 
me with this unique and rewarding 
opportunity.  Words cannot express the 
gratitude I feel, and the growth that I 
have experienced while attempting to 
steward the leadership of this church. 
There has been a lot going on in these 
three years. Three long years, lot of 
changes, people came people left, 
sabbaticals occurred and ended, new 

members born and many friends lost. 
Policies were made or modified, new 
ones adopted and existing ones dropped. 
Finances, while always the concern of the 
business leadership, were always met 
with positive responses to congregational 
supplications. Monetary miracles, while 
worldly, have a way of inspiring 
supernatural ‘statistical’ rewards.  Like 
the time a random yet spiritually inspired 
donation to the youth group yard sale 
was made. This pricked the heart of our 
angels to fulfill the wants and needs of a 
family and need, in real need and want. 
Tell me that family, while maybe not a 
converted congregant to this church, 
doesn’t know still to this day that the 
love of Christ exists. What else……  A new 
assistant, a new priest, a new 
seminarian, a new van, new , new ,new. 
 
And now it is time for a new senior 
warden. I am pleased to say that the 
fellowship of believers known as Saint 
Matthews Episcopal Church is a 
wonderful warm, hospitable communion 
of Saints.  As it was before my lay 
leadership as it remains for many 
leadership cycles to come. Faith based 
spiritual fellowship, exists not because of 
quality lay leaders, and sometimes in 
spite of them.  But because the hearts 
and the minds of the membership is truly 
present to serve the Lord. It is in this 
timeless emotion called love that our 
collective hearts beat to serve one 
another. Some with time, others with 
talent, and yet others with the treasures 
they bestow upon the church. Here, the 
desire to serve and the opportunity to do 
so, is joined by the Holy Spirit. Creating 
lasting friendships and encouraging 
spiritual growth, I for one am grateful to 
have had such an opportunity to serve. 
Thanks, God Bless, be still and heed the 
call that comes your way. 
 
Peace and grace, 
Darin Carei 
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Annual Meeting: January 29 10:45 AM 
 
The vestry has set our annual meeting for Sunday, January 29 following the 9:30 
AM worship service. On this one day, the contemporary service will be cancelled in 
order for the annual meeting to take place. As in prior years, we will open the annual 
meeting at the Saturday evening service for voting only, and voting will also take place 
during the Sunday 8 am service.   
 
Currently running for vestry are: Justin Day, Deb Feeley and Nancy Groenert. Their bios 
follow. We are open to additional nominations. The only request comes form Pastor 
Hollis that should we have more than three people running for the three openings, we 
have maybe six or more running. She doesn’t want to see four people running for three 
places, as that has not worked well for us in the past. 
 
Here is the Schedule for the January 2017 Annual Meeting: 

Call to Order and Open for Voting: during the Jan. 28  5 pm service 
Meeting in Recess 
Meeting re-opened for voting: during the January 29  8 am service 
Meeting in recess 
Meeting Re-opened for full agenda: Following the January 29  9:30 am service 
Potluck Brunch during pause for vote tabulation 

 
 
Justin Day- 

I was born in Moab, Utah, and was raised in southern California.  I 
attended Eugene Bible College in Eugene, Oregon, and New Day 
Ministries in Des Moines, Iowa, where I graduated with a Bible 
certificate.   I have been attending Rite II at St. Matthew’s for about a 
year.  I was confirmed in the Episcopal Church on September 11, 
2016.  I have one daughter, Ariah, who  is six and lives in South 
Dakota.  I am married to Nicole Inman and am step-dad to her son, 

Elijah Darnell.  I live together with them and her three older children in Loma, 
Colorado.  I would be humbled and grateful for an opportunity for leadership in this 
church that I have grown to love.  

 

Nancy Groenert - 

I graduated from the University of Arizona with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing.  I have held multiple positions as I followed Ed’s 
Naval career.   

Ed and I moved to Grand Junction 12 years ago & joined St. 
Matthew’s.  I learned how to make communion bread in 2005 and 
have continued doing so up to the present. 

I was able to help with weeding and weekly care and pruning of the rose bushes until 
recently. I joined the stained glass project right from the start in 2005 until the last 
project was completed for a total of 6 years. I have helped with 5K races, and I have 
participated in book studies and Bible studies as I work to strengthen my faith.  

My favorite pastimes are knitting, crocheting, reading, and photography as time allows. 

I am truly thankful to be a member of our St. Matthew’s family!! I have never seen such 
warmth in a church, and I feel the Holy Spirit present with us as we worship. 

It is now time that I put my faith into action. Quoting William Barclay, “Christianity 
means not only believing certain things but putting them in action”.     
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MOSM Service Brigade - If you 

need help with a project, or maybe repairs 
and maintenance, the Men of St. Matt’s are 
taking requests and are available 
Saturdays upon appointment.  Contact Ron 
Kupinski at (303) 668-7453 or 
lonemavrick@yahoo.com, or fill out a form 
at the back of the gathering space and the 
guys will get back to you. 

Debra Feeley -  

At a young age, my family moved from New Jersey to Aspen, Co. where 
we were in the lodging business. I graduated Aspen High School, and 
also attended Colorado Mountain College in Glenwood Springs, and 
University of Northern Colorado in Greeley.In the 80’s my family sold 
our properties in Aspen, and moved to Grand Junction where I am 
Director of Human Resources for D & F Management, for our Hotel 
Properties in Colorado & Utah. As a parishioner of St. Matthew's for over 
17 years, it is an honor to serve on this Vestry. Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to give back to this great community of faith that I hold 

so close to my heart.  

Artist of the Month 
Nancy Groenert 

“Oh No….Now What?” 

 

Picture taken by Nancy Groenert at the Wild Animal 
Sanctuary in Keenesburg, CO.  This a sanctuary for 
captive wild animals that have been rescued from 
roadside zoos, circuses, etc. 

The animals (mostly carnivores) are in natural settings 
(no cages allowed). It is open to the public.  

Sadly, St. Matt’s may have to end 
the Artist of the Month displays due 
to lack of artist involvement.  If you 
have any ideas how to revitalize this 
program, or have a photo, painting, 
or craft you would like to display in 
the gathering space, please contact 
the church office at 242-3293 or 
stmattsgj@gmail.com. 

YOGA CLASS NEEDS 
PARTICIPANTS! 

Wednesdays 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM.  
Yoga helps with flexibility, balance 
and overall health.  Open to men 
and women, a donation of $2 - $5 
is recommended.  Both floor and 
chair versions.  To find out if the 
class is “on”, please call the 

church office Tuesday mornings. 

St. Matthew's Shuttle  

This ministry still needs a few good 
men or women to drive the bus.  Please 
contact Linda Jameson (255-1679) about 
joining this community outreach ministry. 

Study of the Bible 
Fr. Nick Mayer’s Bible Study 
class s now studying the Old 
Testament, Tuesday 
mornings beginning January 
17th at 10:00 AM.  All are 
welcome, no need to sign up. 
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Children's’ Ministry 
Nursery: 

The nursery staff at St. Matthew’s would like to say 
“Thank You!” to all of the parents and kids that we have 
been lucky enough to spend time with this year!  It’s been 
an immense pleasure watching the littlest of God’s children 
grow and mature in 2016.  We look forward to 2017, and 
the promise of more laughter, smiles, hugs and fun! 

New Playground:  

Thanks to the fundraising efforts by 
the vestry, the generosity of both the 
people of St. Matthew’s and the 
foundation- we now have new 
playground equipment!  The kids gave 
us their input on what they wanted and 
we were able to get plenty of play time 
on it before the weather turned cold.  
The children run into church with smiles 
on their faces, they are forming 
relationships with each other, and 
discovering the joy of being part of a 
church that values all of its’ members– 
especially the little ones.  Thank You! 

 

What fun was had in 2016 at St. Matthew’s! 

A big 

THANK YOU 

to  all of the kids who participated 

in the Christmas Eve Nativity play! 

It was a lot of fun as usual, and a great 

opportunity to show off their amazing 
talents. 
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                Youth Group Happenings 

 

Youth group at St. Matthew's is taking off after our summer hiatus. After spending the 
first couple of months building relationships with each other we'be started to delve into 
some Bible study along with the usual dinner together and a silly game. Teens have also 
been getting to know Justin Day who has been helping Pastor Ray with youth group 
activities and is a fun addition to the group. 
 
Coming up in January, there will be a lock-in Friday night, Jan. 13 beginning at 6:00 pm 
open to all St. Matt's teens and their friends. Be prepared for silly games, lots of 
good, movies, some time for worship, and breakfast the next morning. Parents are requested 
to pick up kids no later than 9:00 am. 
 
In grace and peace, because Christ is risen, 

 
T�� R��. R	
 M�Ke����� 

Associate Pastor 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS!YOUTH GROUP NEWS!YOUTH GROUP NEWS!YOUTH GROUP NEWS!    
 

Friday, January 27 our youth group will be joining with the combined American Lutheran/
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran youth group to attend the X Games in Aspen! We will 
be stopping for dinner together along the way (approximately $20). Sign up sheet is 
located on the table under the TV in the Gathering Space, or RSVP with Pastor Ray. 
Parents, you will need to sign a permission slip and emergency medical release form. 
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Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican Missionaries and 
Senders.  She is serving in the Dominican Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro de 
Macorís and Santo Domingo.   

E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  Donations (checks made to SAMS with Cathy’s name in the 
memo line): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA  15003.  Snail mail: Apartado 587, San Pedro de 
Macorís, Dominican Republic 21000  website: www.cathydonahoe.net          

  Letter from St. Matt’s Missionary in the Dominican Republic 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

Ana is a member of my church and aunt to my god children.  She 
lives in her brother’s house which is a rather rickety affair.  Living 
in the tropics, rain is far more prevalent than what I was used to 
in Colorado.  Unfortunately, this house is about 2 feet below the 
level of the unpaved street which allows the muddy (at best) 
overflow to run straight into the house when it rains.  Patched 
together with pieces of tin and wood, the walls and roof are leaky 
as well and she’s been dreaming of moving out for several 
years.  A few years ago, one of her sons had a chance with 
baseball and was signed.  They used that money to buy a site and 
put the walls up for a house, but he was cut from the team before 
they could finish.  Her husband works in the cane fields and she 
does bits and pieces domestically when she can.  These are not 
jobs which produce enough income to save for construction 
costs.  With Hurricane Matthew passing through recently, these 
regular problems are only intensified for this family and many 
others. 

 

Would you please pray about how you might be able to partner 
with the consolation ministry of my church to help Ana and others 
in similarly risky living conditions in my community?  If you feel 
called to donate to this specific project, please send a check made 
out to SAMS, with “Donahoe project” in the memo line.  100% of 

your donation will go to materials and labor to improve people’s living conditions which will 
impact their health as well. 

 

Thanks to God and to my faithful supporters, the PT clinic I 
mentioned in the previous quarterly opened its doors in 
October.  We’ve had several hiccups along the way, but with 
God’s help we are serving people in need of physical therapy 
now, gradually easing into what will be a productive 
clinic.  Please pray for sustainable growth in this project. 

 

I pray that God blesses your Christmas with joy and that the 
Holy Spirit fills your heart with love, faith and peace every day of 2017! 

 

In Christ, 

Cathy 
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Ministry Schedule - January 2017 

If you have days in February that you cannot serve, please call Marjorie at 270-1882 or 
greywolfwb@gmail.com by January 1. If you cannot serve on a scheduled day, please 

exchange with someone or get someone to serve for you.  
 

If I made a bad guess as to which service you will be attending,  

please let me know. 
 

There may be changes on Saturday evening services. 

  
January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

8:00 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Usher  

 
Terry Farina 
 
Jason Hughes 
Jason Hughes 
Laura Mockler 
George Dunham 
Lynn Dunham 

  
K Roy Jones 
Sherry Farny 
Jan Smith 
Rosemary Litz 
Terry Farina 
Marilyn Ruland 
Lucia Webster 

  
Jim Paronto 
Dennis Pretti 
Jason Hughes 
Carol Jones 
Jason Hughes 
Laura Mockler 
Carol Jones 

 
K. Roy Jones  
 
Carol Jones 
Dennis Pretti 
Peggy Pretti 
Dennis Pretti 
Peggy Pretti 

Annual meeting 
Jason Hughes 
 
Jan Smith 
Marilyn Ruland 
Laura Mockler 
Marilyn Ruland 
Debbie McLaughlin 

9:30 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Lector OT 
Lector NT 
Lector PP 
Usher 
Usher 

  
Sharon Conrad 
Cora Galbasini 
Pauls 
 
 
Youth 
 
Youth 
Merrilyn Simpkins 
Youth 

  
Jeanette Benson 
Chris Spriggs 
Gustafsons 
 
 
Nicki Inman 
Jeanette Benson 
Richard Paul 
Jim Campbell 
Chip Newton 

 
Ann Hayes 
Anna Griggs 
Rebecka Plank 
Payton Levine 
Jim Sidwell 
Ann Hayes 
Richard Paul 
Casey Wren 
Norm Fillinger 
Margery Fillinger 

 
Allan Conrad 
Sharon Conrad 
Pauls 
 
 
Vicki Canaday 
Sharon Conrad 
Nancy Hunter 
Gary Bird 
Lynne Bird 

Annual meeting 
Tonya Wren  
Barclay Jameson 
Gustafsons 
 
 
Sharon Conrad 
Casey Wren 
Linda Jameson 
 

11:00 
Altar Minister 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Media Shout 

 
TBD 
 
 
 
Sharon Conrad 

 
TBD 
 
 
 
Sue Emerson 

 
TBD 
 
 
 
Janette Deagle 

 
 TBD 
 
 
 
Darin Carei 

 
Annual meeting 

 
No 11:00 service to-
day 

Sunday School Becky Vroman  Becky Vroman Becky Vroman Becky Vroman Becky Vroman 

Coffee Conrad and Fo - L M - Pa Pe—Z A—Fl Fo—L Conrad 
EVs  
Commons 

K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 

Sugar Rabel 
Rocco DeBona 

Mary Mills 
Lois Jarre 

Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

Jeanette Benson 
Corky Perry  

Evs Home Laura Mockler Corky Perry 
 

Jeanette Benson 
Deb Feeley 

Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

 

Tellers Jason Hughes 
Sharon Conrad 

Buzzie Aust 
Janette Deagle 

Ron Kupinski 
Barbara Schaak 

Don Schneider 
Sharon Conrad 

Darin Carei 
Buzzie Aust 

Altar Guild 
  

Debbie McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Marjorie Brown 
Margery Fillinger 
Joyce Grove 
Carol Jones 
Kay Rushing 

Merrilyn Simpkins 
Lynne Bird 
Peggy Pretti 
Sue Sidwell 
Marjorie Suedekum 

Mary Mills 
Beve Farina 
Marge Lair 
Dorothy Stevenson 
M. K. Carlson 

Debbie McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Saturday 
Celebrant 
Officiant 
Acolyte 
Ps OT NT 
Gospel 
Meditation 
Usher 
Usher 

December 31 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Deb Feeley 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 

January 7 
Fr. Vernon Hill 
 
Barbara Schaak 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Fr. Vernon Hill 
Fr. Vernon Hill 
Rocco DeBono 
Sugar Rabel 

January 14 
 
Don Aust 
 
Clare DuPont 
Don Aust 
Don Aust 
Barbara Schaak 
Deb Feeley 

January 21 
 
Spike Howard 
 
Don Aust 
Spike Howard 
Spike Howard 
Lori Howard 

January 28 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
Pastor Ray McKechnie 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Deb Feeley 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 
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Winter Solstice Labyrinth Walk 

 

On the winter solstice, December 21, 
approximately 50 warmly-dressed souls braved 
the cold weather to participate in a formal 
blessing of our prayer labyrinth and do a guided 
walking meditation on the Advent journey. 
Prayer stations and spoken meditations guided 
our pilgrimage as we wove toward the center, 
toward the heart of God's love and intention, 
and then back out, carrying literal flames of 
light as a metaphor of our purpose in the world. 

Afterward, we enjoyed a variety of hot 
chocolates in the church and some warm 
fellowship. Participants described the 
experience as profoundly beautiful and 
moving. 

 

The prayer labyrinth is located at the 
southeast corner of the church property 
and is available for public use at any time. 

 

 

The Chrismon Tree 

 

The practice of having a Chrismon Tree began with Lutheran 
Pastor George Pass in 1940 and the idea spread from there to 
other Christian churches.  Chrismon are nondenominational 
handmade tree decorations that teach the word of God. 

 

In the fall of 1993, many women of St. Matthew’s began 
working on Chrismons to decorate a special tree displayed in 
the gathering space at St. Matthew’s for all to enjoy. 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 

Thank you for all your generous gifts 
for 80 less fortunate children in the 
Grand Valley.  Your giving brought 
much joy to many little faces. 

A special thank you to Bob & Gretchen 
Lubinski for coordinating this year’s 
donations.   
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Thank you to all who helped with the greening of the sanctuary 
bringing us beauty, joy and peace for the Christmas Season! 
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St. Matt’s Book Club Begins Meeting Wednesday Evenings 
 

The book club will begin meeting Wednesdays at 7pm, starting January 17th. We’re 
going to read David Dark’s The Sacredness of Questioning Everything.  Everyone is 
welcome. The book is available from Amazon; we also have several copies that can be 
purchased from the church office.  Following is the review from goodreads.com 
 

Is Your God Big Enough to Be Questioned? 
 
The freedom to question is an indispensable and 
sacred practice that is absolutely vital to the health 
of our communities. 
 
According to author David Dark, when religion won’t 
tolerate questions, objections, or differences of 
opinion, and when it only brings to the table threats 
of excommunication, violence, and hellfire, it 
obstructs our ability to think, empathize, and live 
lives of authenticity and genuine engagement. 
 
The God of the Bible not only encourages questions; 
the God of the Bible demands them. If that were not 
so, we wouldn’t live in a world of such rich, God-
given complexity in which wide-eyed wonder is part 
and parcel of the human condition. The possibility of 
redemption and revolution depends on the questions 
we ask of God, governments, media, and everyday economies. It is by way of 
the questions that we resist the conformity that deadens and come alive to 
visions that redeem. 

 

Help save our planet and recycle whenever possible. 
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Hello, my beloved St. Matthew’s family! 

 

I sit on the balcony of my apartment looking up the 
slight hill at the chapel here at Seminary of the 
Southwest as the sun sets on a very mild, sunny 
January day, and I reflect on the beginning of my time 
here in Texas. My first semester at seminary was 
wonderful, challenging, painful, life-giving, inspiring, 
and incredibly motivating. I can’t imagine being in a 
more supportive place, with people who genuinely 
care and seek to lift up those around them. We are all 
in the same boat here, and I share many frustrations 
and triumphs with my classmates. My classes this first 
semester were tough: there was more reading than 
I’ve ever experienced in school, and the majority of 
my free time was spent in my carrel at the library, 
writing papers and trying to soak in as much as I 
could. That doesn’t mean I was unable to explore 
Austin a bit, and some friends and I have certainly 
found a favorite karaoke place already. 

 

I look forward to this next semester, and 
am currently taking a Jan term class on 
cross-cultural ministry, focusing on 
Latino/Hispanic ministry. I will be 
starting six new classes in the spring 
term, including a theology class with the 
editor of the Anglican Theological Review 
(so, no pressure there!). The professors 
here are intelligent, published, and 
extremely intimidating, but also kind and 
very supportive. I miss you all dearly, 
and think of my St. Matthew’s family 
every day. I pray this season finds you 
all refreshed and looking forward to what 
the New Year may bring! Peace and love 
to you all! 

 

Camie Dewey 
Candidate to Holy Orders 

Seminary of the Southwest 
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

3888 27-1/2 Road 

Grand Junction, CO  81506 
Phone:  970-242-3293 

Email:  stmattsgj@gmail.com 

Rector:  Hollis Wright 
Email:  revhwright@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor:  Ray McKechnie 
Email: pastor.ray.mckechnie@gmail.com 

Deacons:  Nancy Angle & Judy Schneider 

Assisting Clergy: Bob Engels, Vern Hill,  
Nick Mayer & Lee Wyman 

 

 

Church Office Hours  

Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm, and meetings with staff are 
available by appointment.  

Sr. Warden Darin Carei Treasurer Ann Hayes 

Jr. Warden Ron Kupinski Clerk Lynn Dunham 

STAFF 

VESTRY 

Buzzie Aust Sharon Conrad Janette Deagle 

Sue Emerson Lyn Fraser Jason Hughes 

Con Litz Barb Schaak Don Schneider 

Parish Administrators Beth Fisher 

Desiree Bougeaux 

Youth Minister Pastor Ray McKechnie 

Director of Children’s Ministry Becky Vroman 

Music Director Richard Morgan 

Contemporary Music Shannon Castañeda 

Nursery Supervisor Jaymee Galbasini 

Sexton Kayla Bougeaux 

The Evangel Editor Desiree Bougeaux 

Giving  
Other Income 
Expanded Ministry Giving 
Total Income  
 
Operating Expenses 
Expanded Ministry Expense 
Total Expense  
 
Net 

Treasurer’s Report November 2016 

30,302 
  1,352 
  7,290 
38,943 
 
26,682 
  5,410 
32,092 
 
  6,851 

                                                    November       YTD  

Pledged giving has fallen behind schedule in the last 
few months, but is catching up!  If you are able to 
bring your pledge up to date, that would be deeply 
appreciated.  Ann Hayes, Treasurer.  Note:  Special 
appreciation to those giving to the general fund.   
Thank you! 

   340,651 
     20,779 
     54,155 
   415,585 
 
   359,866 
     58,169 
   418,035 
 
    —2450 

January Birthdays 

1/1 

1/1 

1/3 

1/3 

1/6 

1/7 

1/7 

1/7 

1/9 

1/13 

1/13 

1/14 

1/14 

1/17 

1/19 

1/21 

1/21 

1/22 

1/22 

1/25 

1/28 

1/28 

1/28 

1/29 

1/31 

 

Nancy Angle 

Joan Wright 

Nancy Hunter 

Lela Hunt 

Oliver Plank 

Carl Koizumi 

Janet Smith 

Tammy Carei 

Garry DeGarmo 

Kaitlin Hutton 

Sandra Moore 

Tonya Wren 

Diego Benavides 

Grace Herrera 

Greg Holt 

CJ Levine 

Paul Quam 

Linda Jacobson 

Betty Emerson 

Bud Smock 

Ron Kupinski 

Judy Schneider 

Fred Stewart 

Mary Mills 

Peggy Pretti 

 

1/12 

1/26 

 

Chris & CJ Levine 

George & Lynn Dunham 

January 
Anniversaries 


