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Dear Friends, 
 
You’ve probably heard by now 
that Pastor Ray and I are 
calling for 2017 to be the Year 
of Hospitality. Not that we 
aren’t hospitable already, but 
rather that we want to pause 
and consider how it is that we 
are hospitable to strangers 
and to each other. 
 
Perhaps the simplest act of 
hospitality is greeting, 
followed perhaps by showing 
someone the way. Greeting 
and ushering. That sounds to 
me like Sunday morning at 
church. It sounds like 

something basic, and it is: simply welcoming 
folk into church, both those we know and 
those we don’t know. 
 
Greeting and ushering is something we know 
how to do, intuitively. But we need to focus 
a little more. Greeting people we know feels 
comfortable, but greeting people we don’t 
know can make us just a little anxious. 
Ushering would be ok, if someone would just 
show us how. 
 
Which brings me to my pitch: St. Matthew’s 
needs you! Seriously. We are in need of 
ushers and greeters. Greeters welcome 
people when they come into church and 
show them how to find the nursery or the 
restroom or the Sunday School. And they 
make you glad you walked through the door. 
Ushers smile and hand out bulletins and 
show people where to sit and bring forward 
the elements (bread and wine) at the 9:30 
am service, take up the collection, and show 
people when to come up for communion. 
 
While we are probably all born ushers, every 
one of us, we do need training—if for no 
other reason than to avoid collisions at the 
communion rail! Our new head usher is 
Jason Hughes. He’s getting ready to offer 
training for everyone: 
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Saturday, February 18 
9 AM – Noon at St. 
Matthew’s.  It helps if 
you sign up. But it’s 
also ok if you just 
come! 
 
When it comes to greeting people when 
we’re all standing around before or after 
church, two simple sentences will work. 
First: Hi, I’m Kelly. I’m not sure if we’ve met 
before. Second: Where are you from? That 
should get an easy conversation going. 
Then, if it turns out you’ve met a sports 
fanatic, say a Cowboys fan, just introduce 
that person to Ron Kupinski. Broncos fan? 
Most anybody but Ron. Quilter? Deacon 
Judy. Artist? Beve Farina. Tuba player: 
Richard Morgan.  You get the idea. 
 
Greeting and ushering are really the first line 
of hospitality. If we can’t provide these for 
ourselves and others, we really don’t have 
much of a church.  And of course, we have a 
wonderful church! 
 
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.” 
 
Faithfully, 

Pastor Hollis 
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About Lent 
 

The word “Lent” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, or spring, the time of year when the 
days begin to lengthen. Lent itself is always the same period of time, but its starting date is tied 
to the movable feast of Easter and can begin as early as February 4 or as late as March 10. This 
year Lent begins on March 1st. 
 
Lent is not in the Bible, the church created it.  It is part of the seasons of the church year, with 
colors of purple, black or burlap.  Lent is one of the most important seasons of the church year 
because it is a time of penitence, an introspective period during which we take stock of our lives 
and our relationships.  In this way we discover and change what we must to prepare for Easter 
and experience the spiritual renewal that comes when we engage in this type of “making right” 
activity. So, during Lent we each follow the example of Jesus by sacrificing our own will to the 
purpose of God. 
 
Starting on Ash Wednesday, the Lenten season includes 40 weekdays (Monday through 
Saturday) and five Sundays; Holy Week is included.   Lent culminates in the  triumph of the 
Resurrection at Easter. 
 
The question for each of us is: how will we spend our Lent?  We can ignore it, of course-- just 
come to church on Sundays and then go on about our lives.  And our lives are busy. If coming to 
church is the best we can do, so be it. We can, however, look at Lent as a gift, and do 
something with it.  Lent can be a time to take on a spiritual discipline: reading scripture, 
praying, serving, giving. We can come to the Thursday Lenten programs.  We might take on a 
physical discipline like exercising, spending  more time with the kids, etc. It may be something 
as simple as finding five minutes in a day to sit quietly.  Some give something up, like chocolate, 
cigarettes, etc.  These things can remind us of our distance from God, it's true, but they can also 
bring us closer to God. 
 
On Ash Wednesday we remember that we are dust and to dust we shall return.  At the end of 
our lives our physical bodies indeed become dust, but not our souls. We will be glad then of the 
work we have done to bring our souls closer to God.  And so the church calls us to the 
observance of a Holy Lent. 

Fat Tuesday 

 

Lent is rapidly approaching and with it, our annual Fat Tuesday celebration! This is the Fat 
Tuesday you won't want to miss! Mark your calendars and invite your friends for Tuesday, 
February 28 for a Fat Tuesday with a Mardi Gras twist! We plan on transporting you to a little 
slice of New Orleans in our Gathering Space. Shannon Castaneda and John Bayley will be 
providing an evening of lively jazz while the Men of St. Matt's will be cooking up a delicious 
pancake feed. Delicious food, good music, delightful decorations, some activities for the kids, 
a few surprises, and your St. Matthew's family are sure to make this the biggest event of the 
year! Not to mention, we'll be celebrating for a good cause. We will be collecting donations at 
Fat Tuesday to benefit a scholarship fund to defray the costs for family camp this upcoming 
summer. Stay tuned for more details! 
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Children’s Ministry Update 

 

After many years of devoting himself to our youth, K-Roy Jones is 
stepping down from youth ministry.  We are thankful for the years 
of love, dedication, and friendship he gave to our kids.   

Starting January 29th, middle school children on up will begin 
leading stations in the Sunday school classroom.  Throughout 2016, 
our classes joined as often as possible- it has been a joy to see the 
mentoring relationship between the youth grow.   

For the next few weeks, our kids will be focusing on the healing miracles of Jesus. Through 
games, crafts, and stories our children will learn how these miracles revealed Jesus as the 
Messiah whose birth was heralded at Christmas and Epiphany.    It is in these acts that Jesus 
manifested the role of Messiah- the One who fulfilled the visions of the Hebrew prophets.  He 
healed the sick, and caused the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, and the blind to see.  

 

The nursery and Sunday school continue to be open for all three of the Sunday services. 

Oh God, the source of all health: So fill my heart 

with faith in your love, that with calm expectancy 

I may make room for your power to possess me, 

and gracefully accept your healing; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Trust in God 

BCP, p. 461 

 

RESULTS OF ANNUAL MEETING ELECTIONS 
 
Our many thanks to our new vestry members: 
 
Justin Day  
Deb Feeley 
Nancy Groenert 
 
Also many thanks to Linda Morehouse for her willingness to serve as clerk to the vestry. 
 
Please also remember to thank our delegates to convention: 
 
Nicki Inman 
Allan Conrad and Marjorie Suedekum (alternates) 
 
Treasurer to be appointed by the vestry: 
 
Cody Moore 
 
Thank you all for your heart to serve the ongoing ministry of St. Matthew's! 
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Rector’s Crosses Awarded January 29, 2017 

Thank you to all who contribute much to St. Matthew’s! 

Darin Carei 

Darin is our retiring Senior Warden. He has worked tirelessly for the good of 
St. Matthew’s.  Darin has been and continues to be  the organizing effort 
behind the Heritage Project, from conception, through planning and to 
implementation. He is also involved in a number of ministries within our 
community, including The House, which assists homeless teens. Darin and his 
wife Tammy purchased and renovated Graff Dairy, which provides jobs for 
teens from The House, among others. 

Marilyn Forte  

Marilyn is another long time church member who works to keep things going. 
She has folded Sunday bulletins and inserts for many years.  Marilyn has a 
joyous sense of humor that is just what we need! 

Lynn Dunham 

Lynn and he husband George are celebrating 60 years of marriage!  Lynn is 
one of those people that keeps things going, like the yoga class. She has 
served as Clerk of the Vestry for 4 years, and was instrumental in preparing 
our newsletter, the Evangel, for mailing. Thank you Lynn for all you do! 

Fr. Nick  Mayer 

Fr. Nick, an ordained Episcopal priest,  joined  us  in the summer of 2013. 
Although he is completely retired, he immediately began to teach a wonderful 
array of Bible studies.  His classes are well attended and well appreciated! 

Dennis Pretti  

Dennis hails from Glenwood Springs, and has been part of St. Matthew’s for 
several decades. He is a traditional man, and attends the Rite I service. He 
has served faithfully on the vestry, as a reader and Eucharistic Minister and 
in other capacities, including as head usher. Dennis brings a sense of doing 
things right to wherever he serves! 

Donna Williams  

Donna and her late husband Dale have been pillars at St. Matthew’s for 
decades. Donna served faithfully as our organist for many years, and has 
served in other capacities as well. We are truly thankful for her years of 
service! 

  

Joan Wright 

Joan, together with her husband John,  quietly supports many functions of St. 
Matthew’s. She has served as head of the Altar Guild  until recently, and  
continues to serve as a member. She is a person God can count on! 
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Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican 
Missionaries and Senders.  She is serving in the Dominican Republic as 
a physical therapist in San Pedro de Macorís and Santo Domingo.   

E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  Donations (checks made to SAMS with 
Cathy’s name in the memo line): PO Box 399, Ambridge, 
PA  15003.  Snail mail: Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican 
Republic 21000  website: www.cathydonahoe.net          

  Letter from St. Matt’s Missionary in the Dominican Republic 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support for 
this ministry.  God provided me with an unexpected 
opportunity to be a vehicle to share special blessings 
on a few young folks here in the Dominican Republic 
while I was home for Christmas.  Tech for All is an 
organization in Denver that is facilitating access to 
technology for folks in Denver and abroad.  Thanks to 
their assistance with elderly folks in the Denver area, 
of which my parents have benefited immensely, I was 
given the chance to bring 5 small laptops with me to 
give to people in need.  I’ve delivered 3 as of the 
writing of this piece, including one to a family who 
lives in a batey, a community built up around a 
sugarcane field.  One of the 5 daughters graduated as 
a nurse and the others are studying various professions.  Here Fr. Nephtaly and I are with 3 of 
them and Maria, their mother.  Fatima, on the left, is the junior warden at their church and is 
studying engineering.  God has blessed me to be the one to bring these blessings into their 
lives, thanks to the good people at Tech for All.  Please join me in giving thanks to God for 
moments such as this to open doors of opportunity to others. 

In Christ, 

Cathy Donahoe 

Episcopal Church Women     

The Episcopal Church Women will be sewing blankets for West Springs Psychiatric Hospital at 
our February meeting. These blankets are simply a square of two pieces of fabric at least 3’ by 
3’. They are given to patients as they come to the hospital. If you have any fabric or thread 
you would like to donate to this project bring it to St. Matthew’s prior to February 16th. 
  
Mind Springs also needs sweatshirts and sweatpants for their patients (children to adult sizes) 
as many times they come to the hospital with nothing but the clothes on their backs. They can 
be used as well as new--no hoods or waist strings—just elastic. 
 
There will be a plastic container near the back of the gathering space for fabric or sweatshirts 
and pants.  
 
If you have questions see Peggy Pretti, Tanya Davis, or Margy Palo. 
 
Also, when you put the announcement for our meeting in the February bulletin will you add 
“sewing blankets for Mind Springs.” 
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Ministry Schedule - February 2017 

  February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26 March 5 
8:00 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Usher  

 
K. Roy Jones  
Jason Hughes 
Carol Jones 
Rosemary Litz 
Marilyn Ruland 
Lucia Webster 
Laura Mockler 

  
Sherry Farny 
Terry Farina 
Jason Hughes 
Jason Hughes 
Laura Mockler 
Marilyn Ruland 
Dave Farny 

  
Jim Paronto 
Dennis Pretti 
Jan Smith 
Peggy Pretti 
Dennis Pretti 
Debbie McLaughlin 
Peggy Pretti 

 
Jason Hughes 
K Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 
Marilyn Ruland 
Virginia Settle 
George Dunham 
Lynn Dunham 

 
Terry Farina 
Sherry Farny 
Jason Hughes 
Carol Jones 
K. Roy Jones 
Lucia Webster 
Laura Mockler 

9:30 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Usher 

  
Sharon Conrad 
Cora Galbasini 
Rebecka Plank 
Ryan Foley 
Lucy Foley 
Youth 
Youth 
Merrilyn Simpkins 
Youth 
 

  
Jeanette Benson 
Chris Spriggs 
Payton Levine 
Jim Sidwell 
 
Jeanette Benson 
Richard Paul 
Jim Campbell 
Chip Newton 

 
Ann Hayes 
Anna Griggs 
Gustafsons 
 
 
Richard Paul 
Casey Wren 
Norm Fillinger 
Margery Fillinger 

 
Allan Conrad 
Sharon Conrad 
Pauls 
 
 
Ann Hayes 
Vicki Canaday 
Gary Bird 
Lynne Bird 

 
Tonya Wren  
Barclay Jameson 
Pauls 
Gustafsons 
 
Youth 
Youth 
Merrilyn Simpkins 
Youth 
 

11:00 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Media Shout 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Conrad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Emerson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Janette Deagle 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Darin Carei 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Conrad 
 

Sunday 
School 

Becky Vroman 
 

Becky Vroman Becky Vroman Becky Vroman Becky Vroman 

Coffee M - Pa Pe—Z A—Fl Fo—L  M—PA 
EVs  
Commons 

Jeanette Benson 
Corky Perry  

Sugar Rabel 
Rocco DeBona 

Mary Mills 
Lois Jarre 

Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 

Evs Home Laura Mockler Corky Perry 
 

Jeanette Benson 
Deb Feeley 

Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

 

Tellers      
Altar Guild 
  

Debbie McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Marjorie Brown 
Margery Fillinger 
Joyce Grove 
Carol Jones 
Kay Rushing 

Merrilyn Simpkins 
Lynne Bird 
Peggy Pretti 
Sue Sidwell 
Marjorie Suedekum 

Mary Mills 
Beve Farina 
Marge Lair 
Dorothy Stevenson 
M. K. Carlson 

Debbie McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Saturday 
 
Celebrant 
Officiant 
Acolyte 
Ps OT NT 
Gospel 
Meditation 
Usher 
Usher 

February 4  
Candlemass 

Fr. Vern Hill 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Deb Feeley 
Fr. Vern Hill 
Fr. Vern Hill 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 

February 11 
 
Pastor Ray McKechnie 
 
Barbara Schaak 
Clare DuPont 
Pastor Ray McKechnie 
Pastor Ray McKechnie 
Rocco DeBona 
Sugar Rabel 

February 18 
 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Don Aust 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
Pastor Hollis Wright 
Barbara Schaak 
Deb Feeley 

February 25 
 
Fr. Bob Engels 
Nancy Angle 
Barbara Schaak 
Don Aust 
Nancy Angle 
Nancy Angle 
Spike Howard 
Lori Howard 

March 4 
 

TBD 
 

If you have days in March that you cannot serve, please call Marjorie at 270-1882 or grey-
wolfwb@gmail.com by February 1. If you cannot serve on a scheduled day, please exchange with 

someone or get someone to serve for you.  

 

If I made a bad guess as to which service you will be attending please let me know. 
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Learning the Ropes! 

 

For St. Matt's to be truly hospitable, it helps if we welcome people and are trained in specific 
ministries. Following are ministry opportunities, if you're interested sign up in the gathering 
space or call the church office. To respect everyone's time, the classes will start on time! 

• Ushers & Greeters - As Pastor Hollis noted, ushers welcome folks, hand out bulletins, take up 
the offering and show people to communion. They also handle any issues that might come up 
during the service. Usher training with Jason Hughes Saturday, February 18th at 9 am. About an 
hour. 

• Readers - The quality of the reading of scripture helps  sets the tone for worship. If you read 
regularly but haven't been to training in a while, please sign up. And anyone who would like to 
start reading, please sign up. Saturday, February 18th at 9:30 am with Pastor Ray. About an 
hour. 

• Eucharistic Ministers. the distribution of holy communion is considered sacred in the 
Episcopal church. Eucharistic Ministers learn how to administer the bread and the wine, which is 
not quite so simple as it appears. Saturday, February 18th at 10 am with Pastor Hollis. About an 
hour. 

• Eucharistic Visitors take communion from the church to those who are hospitalized or home 
bound, and are licensed by Bishop Rob. This training is done by deacons in the Diocese of 
Colorado. Deacon Nancy is offering training together with Deacon Terry from Church of the 
Nativity on the Redlands. The training will be held at St. Matthew's on Saturday, March 4th from 
9 am - Noon.  

• Safeguarding God's Children. This class teaches adults how to be sure children are safe, and 
the standard required by the national church. Children are valued at St. Matthew's, and this 
class is required for all church staff, any one who volunteers with children, and all vestry 
members. We all need to take refreshers every 4 years. The training will be conducted by 
Deacon Nancy and Rosemary Litz from 9 am to noon.  

New Ways to Give 

 

On the Church's Mini-IPad. It's in the church 
office during the week and in the Gathering Space 
on Sundays. Just use the "Square" card reader and 
follow the instructions. 

On Your Smart Phone or Tablet. Just download 
this app: Tithe.ly, and sign up for an count and 
choose your pin number. Then choose St. 
Matthew's from their list of churches. You can give 
this way any time. 
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St. Matt’s Lost & Found 

If you have misplaced reading glasses, a jacket, or any other 
item at the church, please check with the church office.  All 
unclaimed items glasses (in the office) will be donated  on 
February 13th.  All unclaimed jackets, etc. (hanging in the 
entry way) will be donated to Goodwill on Feb. 27th.   

MOSM Service Brigade - If you 

need help with a project, or maybe repairs 
and maintenance, the Men of St. Matt’s are 
taking requests and are available 
Saturdays upon appointment.  Contact Ron 
Kupinski at (303) 668-7453 or 
lonemavrick@yahoo.com, or fill out a form 
at the back of the gathering space and the 
guys will get back to you. 

St. Matthew's Shuttle  

This ministry still needs a few good 
men or women to drive the bus.  Please 
contact Linda Jameson (255-1679) about 
joining this community outreach ministry. 

Study of the Bible 
Fr. Nick Mayer’s Bible Study 
class s now studying the Old 
Testament, Tuesday 
mornings beginning January 
17th at 10:00 AM.  All are 
welcome, no need to sign up. 

YOGA CLASS NEEDS 
PARTICIPANTS! 

Wednesdays 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM.  
Yoga helps with flexibility, balance 
and overall health.  Open to men 
and women, a donation of $2 - $5 
is recommended.  Both floor and 
chair versions.  To find out if the 
class is “on”, please call the church 
office Tuesday mornings. 

Give Your Unwanted Things “the Boot” to  

Support the Shoe Ministry 
  

The Outreach Committee has established an account at the Encore Shop located at 1st and 
Orchard to help fund our shoe ministry. You can take your seasonal, clean, pressed clothes on 
wire hangers to the shop and tell them they are for the St. Matthew’s Outreach Committee. The 
money accrued in the Outreach account will be used for the shoe ministry. Currently they are 
taking spring items such as, capris, short sleeve shirts, light weight, long sleeve shirts and 
jackets, jeans, shoes, etc. They also take housewares, dishes, appliances, and furniture. 
Anything they cannot use, they will donate to local charities. If you have questions, need 
hangers or help getting your things to the shop, please call Gretchen Davis (970-773-3017) or 
Deb Feeley (970-234-8084).   Encore Shop takes consignments Tuesday thru Saturday, 
9:30am to 5:00pm.  

Safeguarding God's Children  

Safeguarding God’s Children Workshop has been scheduled for February 25th, 9:00am- 
12:00.  Safeguarding God’s Children is an important class for the leaders in the church to take 
in order to ensure St. Matt’s remains a safe and fun place for families and children!  All those 
new (or not so new) to the Vestry, and all altar ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, Sunday school 
volunteers, nursery workers, clergy, staff and ministry leaders need to have this certification.  
If you have any questions about the certificate, or to find out if your certification is up to date, 
please contact Becky Vroman in the church office. 
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

3888 27-1/2 Road 

Grand Junction, CO  81506 
Phone:  970-242-3293 

Email:  stmattsgj@gmail.com 

Rector:  Hollis Wright 
Email:  revhwright@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor:  Ray McKechnie 
Email: pastor.ray.mckechnie@gmail.com 

Deacons:  Nancy Angle & Judy Schneider 

Assisting Clergy: Bob Engels, Vern Hill,  
Nick Mayer & Lee Wyman 

 

 

*to be appointed 

 

Church Office Hours  

Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm, and meetings with staff are 
available by appointment. 

Finance Office Hours 

Monday - 7:00 am - 9:30 am 
Tuesday - 7:00 am - 8:30 am 
Wednesday - 7:00 am - 8:30 am 
Thursday - Closed 
Friday—7:00 am - 8:30 am 

STAFF 

VESTRY 

Sharon Conrad Jason Day Janette Deagle 

Debra Feeley Bard Schaak Nancy Groenert 

Jason Hughes Con Litz Don Schneider 

Parish Administrators Beth Fisher 

Desiree Bougeaux 

Youth Minister Pastor Ray McKechnie 

Director of Children’s Ministry Becky Vroman 

Music Director Richard Morgan 

Contemporary Music Shannon Castañeda 

Nursery Supervisor Jaymee Galbasini 

Sexton Kayla Bougeaux 

The Evangel Editor Desiree Bougeaux 

February Birthdays 

2/6 

2/7 

2/9 

2/10 

2/11 

2/12 

2/12 

2/14 

2/14 

2/15 

2/16 

2/19 

2/21 

2/22 

2/24 

2/26 

2/28 

2/28 

2/28 

 

Marjorie Suedekum 

K. Roy Jones 

Jim Sidwell 

Marie Wohlfahrt 

Anna Paul 

Mike Murray 

Pastor Tom Lee 

Beve Farina 

Joan Karp 

Marjorie Brown 

Barclay Jameson 

Jeanne Beckner 

Rich Paul 

Marilyn Forte 

Payton Levine 

Lee Wildhaber 

Richard Morgan 

Sheri Brown 

Owen Bickham 

 

2/14 

2/16 

2/27 

Bob & Gretchen Lubinski 

Dale & Sandy Moore 

Kurt & Cynthia Mill 

February 
Anniversaries 

Sr. Warden Ann Hayes Treasurer Cody Moore* 

Jr. Wardens Ron Kupinski 

Sue Emerson 

Clerk Linda Morehouse 

Giving  

Other Income 

Expanded Ministry Giving 

Total Income  
 

Operating Expenses 

Expanded Ministry Expense 

Total Expense  
 

Net 

Treasurer’s Report December 2016 
 

                                                 Dec          YTD 

37,302  

    900 

  4,330 

42,532 
 

30,823 

  5,049 

35,872 
 

  6,660 

   378,332 

     21,679 

     48,485 

   458,496 
 

   390,688 

     63,220 

   453,908 
 

      4,588 


