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Evangel
This is our third truly digital newsletter. Let us know what you think!

Letter from Pastor Hollis

Dear Friends,

Where in the Bible does it talk about
Lent? Nowhere!
 
Lent is a construct of the church. From
the early days of Christianity, the
church has observed Lent as a time for
prayer and fasting in preparation for
celebrating Easter. Over time, Lent has
also become a special time to focus on
Holy Scripture, on good works, and on
self-denial. The period of Lent is 40
days, not counting Sundays.
 
You’ll notice the church paraments and
vestments are purple or violet, which
are considered penitential colors. Lent
is about the distance between us and
God, and turning or re-turning to God.
This may sound familiar! It is step one
in the Rule of Life: The Way of Love
developed by Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry. Returning to God: It may
be helpful for us to take some time to
consider what this means for us – it will
be different for all of us.
 
How will we turn to God? Figuring out
what the next step is in our spiritual
lives and seeking a way to take that
step is not simple. While we are all on
a spiritual journey together, we are not
all standing on the same step. 
 

Some of us have relationships that
need mending, or old hurts that need
healing. Some of us have lives so busy
we can’t seem to stand still for a
second. Some of us have trouble
praying, and some of us feel
abandoned by God and don’t want to
pray. 
 
Lent is a time to allow the grace of God
to enter our hearts and our lives. Lent is
a good time to take the next step.
 
If your spiritual life seems to be at a
standstill, one of the best things you
can do for yourself is set aside time for
it. Our souls are a little like gardens:
they need to be tended to and fed. A
commitment to set aside time might
mean just ten minutes a day for busy
parents, or an hour a day by
others. The challenge is consistency!
 
What will you do with that time? Maybe
read scripture. Maybe pray quietly.
Maybe write. Maybe take up ministry
and help with feeding others. Maybe go
regularly to the multi-church Lenten
gatherings. The time is yours and
God’s, and if you let it happen, your
spirit will shine.
 
Your soul matters. Yours and mine. In
the end, that’s all we’ve got!
 
Pastor Hollis



Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and
repent of evil. Joel 2:13

Letter from Pr. Laura

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Grace and peace be with you in the
name of Jesus! In the last month I have
been particularly heartened as I listen to
stories from people just like us in
various ministry settings at First Call
Theological Education. We gather to
learn more about the ways to do this
movement called Christianity and make
connections with others in the church.
One way we connect with others is
when we share our story. The way we
choose our words, shape the narrative
arch and when we choose to end the
story, say as much about us as the
story itself. Here at St. Matthew’s we
have many stories to share with one
another as we go through transition. As I
reflect on my time with you all and think
about the coming months, the moments
that move me and that I will carry for the
rest of my life are small stories. I would
like to invite you to share your stories
with me. It happens everyday in
conversation that someone will share a
story about something that happened
here and I will learn more about the
history of us.

The importance of capturing our story is
essential in shaping shared identity. In
fact, I believe when our story collides
with God’s story, the result is grace. It
has been on my heart lately that I’d like
to hear more of your story. Therefore, I
invite you to come to church for about
half an hour and allow me to ask you a
few very brief prompts. You will then be
given the opportunity to talk and share
what matters to you. I hope to record
these conversations and use them in
both deepening our relationship with one
another and in places like our website
and in printed material with your
permission. If appropriate, maybe we
can work together to make a record of
these conversations and use them in
weaving together our shared story.

It seems to me, we can call this whole
experiment Old Timers Tea. Old Timers
can be defined very broadly- if you’ve
been here a long time, if you’ve been
alive a long time, if you feel like this
whole searching thing has been
happening for a long time, and lest we
exclude anyone, if you simply want to
come- you’re an Old Timer. I love tea
and drink quite a lot of it. You may have
another beverage if that’s what you
want. We’ll be sending out a survey to
see when is the best time to have our
tea. Meanwhile, start think about the
story you want to tell. I look forward to
hearing from you.

Blessings,

Pr. Laura



Congregational Life
Youth and Family

Nursery:
The nursery at St. Matthew’s continues to be a fun place
where the youngest members of the church begin their
faith! During the 8:00 and 10:00 services, children ages
newborn-4 socialize and play in a safe and fun
environment. 
Sunday School:
The Sunday School class has begun The Gospel According
To Dr. Seuss. Each week we read a Dr. Seuss story and
relate that story to biblical lessons. St. Matt’s resident artist, Deborah Robinson, joined
our class and taught the children how to draw like Dr. Seuss!
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will once again take place after the 10:00 Easter Service. We
are now accepting donations of plastic eggs and candy. Thank You!

Youth:
Mark your calendars: The annual youth Lock-In is set for Friday, March 29th from 6
p.m. till Saturday morning.

Safeguarding: It is once again time to take our Safeguarding God’s Children
class. Safeguarding is an important class for the leaders in the church to take in order to
ensure St. Matt’s remains a safe and fun place for families and children! All those new
(or not so new) to the Vestry, and all altar ministers, Eucharistic Visitors, Sunday school
volunteers, nursery workers, clergy, staff and ministry leaders need to have this
certification. 
 
I have scheduled a class for Saturday, March 9th from 1:00- 4:00. Please plan to
attend this three hour class. Your certification will be good for four years. There will be a
sign- up sheet in the gathering space or you can email me directly and let me know if you
will be able to attend the February date. Thank you all for the hard work and dedication
you provide to St. Matthew’s. Let’s keep this church thriving!
 
If you have taken Safeguarding in the past you can save time by simply renewing your
certificate- you may do so online through the Diocese of Colorado. Please see Becky
Vroman for information on how to log in.

Safeguarding God's ChildrenSafeguarding God's Children

Do you need or want to take his class?
The next one is Saturday, March 9 from 1-4 pm
Email the church office if you can, but it's ok to just show up.

Beginning the Search Process

On Tuesday 2/26/2019, the Vestry met in the evening for 2 ½ hours with Ann Fleming,
Missioner for Transition Ministry for the Diocese. The information provided by her was
about the current process being used in the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado to search for
a new Rector. The Vestry will review the materials provided, get any further information
needed, and will make a decision in the next couple of weeks as to which process will be
best to use as the search for our new Rector moves forward.

After that decision has been made, and depending on what process is decided upon,
committees will be appointed to assist in developing the information needed to actually
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post the availability of the position, and attract candidates.

For those of you that have not gone through this process before, I need to let you know
that it is a long process, and will take anywhere from 12-24 months to complete.
However, we will still have a Rector after Rev. Wright does leave us, as the Bishop will
appoint an Interim Rector to be here until our new Rector has been hired.
  
Your prayers for a new Rector will be valuable throughout the process, and I will keep
you informed as we move forward. Always know that you can reach out and ask
questions at any point, and I will do my best to answer. My contact information is 970-
261-3823 for both phone or text, and my email is annjb12@gmail.com.

Please pray with me as we move ahead.
May God’s Blessing be with us

Ann Hayes
Senior Warden

Mark your calendars for  the Spirit of the Valley 5k set for
September 7th. If you are interested in helping with this
year’s race, we have scheduled a planning meeting
for March 3rd after the 10 o’clock service in the media room.

 

Laissez les bons temps
rouler!!!!

Tuesday March 5th from 6-8
PM, St. Matthew's will be
hosting a Fat Tuesday
Celebration. You're invited to
come and enjoy jambalaya
and gumbo (with vegetarian
option), salad, rolls & Kings
cake. Advance Tickets are
available through Sunday
March 3rd. Adults $7, Children
6-19 $3.50, and younger than
6 are free.
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Mission Trip Interest
Meeting

You're invited to help shape a
mission trip to the Episcopal
Church in Navajoland this year.
The Diocese of Colorado, and
the Southwestern Region have
worked to connect St.
Matthew's with the opportunity
to join our Sisters and
Brother's in Christ. We'll
discuss dates, more details,
and share what you'd like to
see. Meeting will be March
17th between services.

HOSPITALITY MATTERS!
It may seem a small thing to put out a few cookies and make some coffee, but this is

core to our identity- it's hospitality. Jesus did this for his friends. Be like Jesus. Here’s

a link to sign up: http://signup.com/go/hJsaHkd Of course you can go old school and
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sign up in the fellowship area with a pen and paper, or here's a hyperlink:

signup.com

After asking and asking for Diocesan program on the western slope, they are
finally coming! The first is:

Traces of the Trade,
A Documentary and Dialogue for Racial Reconciliation

Tuesday, March 12
Chili Dinner 5:30 pm, Program 6 PM 

Racism impacts health.

Stigma, inequalities and civil rights injustices remain in our society today.
Unfortunately, even now, skin color plays a large part in how people are viewed,
valued and treated. Racism, both intentional and unintentional, affects the health
and well-being of individuals and communities and stifles the opportunities of
many to contribute fully to the future and growth of this nation.

“Racism is a cancer which continues to eat away at the very soul of America
and we don’t know what to do about it.”
Dain Perry

On Tuesday March 12th at 6-9 PM (dinner at 5:30), the Episcopal Diocese of
Colorado his bringing “Traces of the Trade” to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
to screen the documentary film and a have facilitated dialogue. This event will
serve churches and communities interested in exploring racial reconciliation.
Churches are encouraged to include community partners in this opportunity to
deepen relationships and together create courageous spaces for all voices to be
heard.

For more than 15 years, Constance and Dain Perry (who is in the film), have
traveled the country utilizing the film as a starting point for churches and
community groups to foster conversation and share stories. The Perry’s mission
is to break down the barriers around us with words and stories spoken in
relationship.

“We believe that by listening to the stories of others with our hearts and with our
humanity in a way that is not threatening, not about debate, not about shaming or
placing blame, that we can in fact begin to engage in a conversation and learn
from each other," Constance Perry said. "We invite people to open their minds
and their hearts and to share their lives in a safe non-threatening way.”
 
“Traces” is a transparent and vulnerable view into the story of the DeWolfe family
as they research and explore the unsettling truth of their ancestors being the
foremost slave traders in U.S. history. We walk alongside the DeWolfe family
listening in on their journey, sharing in their stories and experiences. Viewing the
film in a group setting allows it to become a third voice that invites people into the
conversation.

The Emmy-nominated film for historical research concisely uncovers and
communicates a side of U.S. history previously untold. Dain makes the point that
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knowing our history is critical in how we move forward.

“Until we talk about the issue of race and racism and until we learn how it came
about in this country and how it is affecting people today in such terribly negative
ways, we’ll never succeed in overcoming racism,” he says.

This invitation to gather for dinner at 5:30, movie and dialogue is a rich
opportunity to move in a positive direction together, not alone. Constance, a
professional educator and facilitator, emphasizes the importance of including
everyone.

“The more diverse the audience is the more we are truly listening to each other,
not just with our ears, but with our hearts and our humanity in a non-threatening
way," she says. "We can maybe begin to understand the challenges we all face
and agree that we have work to do. But it’s through these conversations that we
develop knowledge, that we begin to build trust and begin to build community so
that together we can begin to break down the walls of racism.”

Mark your calendars for Saturday April 13th for the Spring Clean-up wherein we
endeavor to make the church grounds beautiful!

Bereavement Support Group

Tuesdays at 11:15 we meet to learn
skills for riding the waves of grief that
come from any kind of loss. We share
our stories, practice prayer, meditation
and find strength for the coming week.
You are invited to any and all
sessions.

Lenten Study WEDNESDAYS

This year we're teaming with four other
churches!
Wednesdays in Lent: The Faces of
Christ

5:45 PM Soup Supper (with child
friendly options)
6:30-7:30 PM Program and Worship

March 13
Who Do You Say That I Am?
Shepherd of the Valley ELCA
3133 Patterson Rd.

March 20
How Do We Reach Out?
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
3888 27 1/2 Road

This is a multi-generational study and
children are welcome as full
participants. We'll also have the nursery
open.

We are all welcome and invited to all
the church gatherings.

It is our turn on March 20th to host the
other churches. We'll need soup, bread,
and mac'n'cheese. If you can help,
please sign up in the gathering space
or email the church office.
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March 27
Where is God?
American Lutheran Church ELCA
631 26 1/2 Road

April 3
God in Our Neighborhoods
First Congregational UCC
1425 N. 5th St.

April 10
Christ, Hunger and Hope
Crossroads United Methodist
599 30 Rd.

You're invited to engage an online Lenten Study, The Mystery
of God, available on our website. There will be resources for
families with children in the study, too, because we're all one.
This is a great option to add to your Lenten journey, or to
choose if time is limited, as you can study n your own schedule.

The Stations of the Cross are a wonderful, contemplative way
to deepen faith and will be offered each Friday during Lent at
5 P.M. If you would like to lead a session, there is a sign up in
the fellowship area. We have a wide variety of ways to host a
session and are happy to support you in your preparation. Why
not try something new? Questions please contact Marjorie
Suedekum.

Gluten-Free?Gluten-Free?
We Need Bakers!We Need Bakers!

Bakers are needed for Gluten-
Free wafers! If you keep a gluten-
free kitchen, that would be a
tremendous help, if not it does
take a little preparation.
Instructions available, it just takes
1 1/2 - 2 hours to bake about
once every 3 months. Please
email the church office email link
and we'll get you started!

St. Matthew's Sponsored
Homeward Bound Dinner -
March 13th. If you would like
to help serve and/or cook,
please sign up in the gathering
area. Cooks need to arrive at
2pm and servers at
4:45pm. Questions...see
Shannon Castaneda, Gretchen
Davis-Lubinski or Cindy
Murray.

Prayer works! We're happy to pray for you and the people you
care about. To add a name to the prayer list please call
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Merrilyn Simpkins 970-464-5446 leave a message if she
doesn't answer or send an email to merrilyn41@gmail.com
Also, Deb McLaughlin can be called at 970-243-7265 leave a
message if no one answers or email to bildeb@bresnan.net.
We would appreciate any updates on anyone you have put on
the list prior to this.

Stone Soup is a way to support those facing hunger once a
month. This month we're responsible for Saturday March 30th.
We cook at St. Matthew's at 2, and go to offer food at the park
from 4-5. See Kathy Morgan for more information.

Letter from Our Missionary in the Dominican Republic

Dear Prayer partners,

My good intentions of being more consistent with prayer updates were foiled by
technical difficulties.  I think I’m in the recovery stage of said difficulties, but that
delayed my getting a prayer update to you.
 
Something that I see as very positive in the clinic is that they have hired a medical
director for the first time in over 2 years!  This has been desperately needed and
hopefully this will assist the clinic to focus on serving the population best as
opposed to basic survival of the clinic.  Please pray for her integration into the
clinic and vision for where to help the clinic improve.
 
Dinora is the recipient of our first construction project for the year.  She has not
had much formal education and much in her life is challenging due to some life
choices she and others in her family have made.  Please pray for her and her
family, that they may fulfill their part of the project and thus enjoy the benefit of
living in a secure home in a timely fashion. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your prayers for this ministry!  May God bless and keep
you always!

Cathy Donahoe
SAMS Missionary, PT
Dominican Republic
www.cathydonahoe.net

Caffeinated Church Conferences are centered around
creative church collaboration for churches and organizations. St.
Matthew's will host Caffeinated Church on Thursday April 4th
from 9AM to 2PM. Increase your creative output through
hands-on training in the areas of graphic design,
marketing/advertising, layout/design, and website development.
We will discuss best practices, budgeting and resources,
challenges that communicators and administrators face, and
more. To register please go HERE. You're invited!
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Financials: Treasurer's
Report for January 2019



March Birthdays

3/2   Stephen Young



3/2   Allen Smith
3/3   Jean Nissen
3/4 Chris Parsons
3/6 Joy Wyman
3/6   Olivia Young
3/6   Chuck Breaux
3/7   Roger Benson
3/9   Karen Miller
3/12 Helen Ligon
3/13 Mary Beth Palo
3/13 Sugar Rabel
3/14 Jocelyn Young
3/15 Monroe Wren
3/16 Susan Brownlee
3/17 Norm Fillnger
3/19 Irene Paul
3/22 Jo Quam
3/23 Laurie Kadrich
3/24 Barb Schaak
3/25 Craig Parker
3/27 Darin Carei
3/30 Gary Bird


