
Page    

 

compassion for all people.  And Christmas 
made sense to me.  Christmas was something 
to rejoice about! 
  
In Advent we prepare to celebrate Christmas.  
If Christmas is seeming a little empty to you, 
I urge you to pull out your Bible and read the 
second chapter of Luke.  And if you aren’t 
feeling emptiness, it is likely that you have 
friends or family members that are feeling 
something less than joyful.  This is a time 
when we can share the good news of Jesus.  
If we do this gently or invite them to 
Christmas worship gently, without pushing, 
there may be some mother (or father) out 
there looking for meaning, ready to hear 
these words….  
  

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.  
  

Pastor Hollis 
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Inside this issue: 

Dear Friends, 
  
I read an article in a 
recent Sunday paper 
about a mom looking to 
put meaning into her 
children’s Christmas this 
year.  I can identify with 
that.  It was quite a few 
years back now, but when 
my children were little, I 

remember one year looking 
to make Christmas about something more than 
gifts, cards, cookies and parties.  We hadn’t 
started going to church yet.  I called up a local 
hospital to see if there was anything our family 
could do, but I was told that arrangements for 
Christmas had been made months earlier.  I 
remember that we went to the mall and picked a 
couple of angels from the Salvation Army tree 
and bought gifts for children that needed them. 
  
But Christmas was hollow for me that year.  
Actually, Christmas was hollow for me most 
years.  We bought gifts and attended parties and 
celebrated with friends and then took down the 
lights, put away the gifts and went back to work 
and paid the bills. There was nothing wrong with 
our celebration, at least from most viewpoints.  
And I wasn’t all grinch-like.  I took a lot of joy 
from watching our daughter open gifts.  (This 
was before our son was born.) 
  
What was missing from our Christmas 
celebration?  Probably you know: Jesus Christ.  I 
had a hollow feeling every Christmas because, 
well, there was me celebrating the birth of Jesus, 
but doing it without Jesus. 
  
That changed for me when we started going to 
church, and I began growing in faith.  When 
Christmas came I marveled about a God that was 
willing to become a vulnerable little baby in a 
backwater town.  I was amazed at the strength 
and self-sacrifice of Mary and the quiet and sure 
leadership of Joseph.  I heard the stories of 
Jesus’ infancy, and the stories he told his 
disciples.  I heard of great healing and  
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Becky Vroman 
Sunday School: 

The Sunday School class has begun “Waiting For Jesus” to learn the importance and the mystery of 
Advent.  During Sunday school, we will be using the advent wreath as our guide to Bethlehem.  
Every Sunday, kids will hear the Nativity story and have a chance to play with one of our many 
Nativity sets.  We will learn from the prophets, the Holy Family, the shepherds, the angels, and the 
Magi as we make the journey to Bethlehem.   

Youth and Family News 

Nursery: 

Jaymee, Maddie, Katie, Amanda, and Harley are committed to attentive 
and fun interaction with our smallest members of this parish!  The 
nursery is available during the 8:00 and 10:00 services. 

CALLING ALL KIDS! 

This year’s Nativity play is quickly approach-
ing!  There are various parts, some speaking 
and others not, including: shepherds, angels, 
stable animals, innkeepers, and Mary and Jo-
seph!  Rehearsals for the play will occur dur-
ing the Advent study, Thursdays from 5:30-
7:00. The play will be performed on Christ-
mas Eve at the 5:00PM service. 

A Note to Say Thank You! 

Youth ministry is nothing without wonderful volunteers and support from the 
congregation.  The various youth ministries at St. Matthew’s are so blessed to 
have leaders like Justin Day, Brian Turco, Terri Vair, and Cora Galbasini and the 
support from each person at St. Matthew’s.  A church full of kids is something to 
give thanks for, and as we see more and more families enter through the doors, 
it’s plain to see that God is moving and shaking here at St. Matt’s!  Thank you for 
making 2017 a great year for the youth!   

DECEMBER RETREAT DAYS 
 

WHITEWATER BENEDICTINE COMMUNITY 
 
 
December 16      REFLECTING ON THE CHRISTMAS STORY 
                          A day of quiet prayer and some sharing on the deeper meaning of the  
         Incarnation in today’s world. 
                          Presenters are Sisters Anne Brost and Mary Glenn 
                          Suggested donation is $25.00 
 
All the retreats are on Saturdays at the Whitewater Benedictine Community, 8250 Kannah 
Creek Rd., Whitewater, CO  81527. 
 
All are from 9am to 2pm and include lunch. 
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HOME and HOSPITAL CARE by Jeanette Benson 
 

“I was sick and you visited me….  Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25.35-40. 

There are quite a number of older members who are home bound in our congregation, either in 
an assisted living arrangement or in their own homes.   For any number of reasons, they are 
not able to attend services and join us in worship.  In this Year of Hospitality we need to ensure 
that all our members feel part of our church community.  We have recently revised our 
Eucharistic Visitor schedule in an attempt to bring communion to all home or facility bound 
parishioners at least once a month.   

Just think if you were elderly or shut-in with few family or friends in the area; once a month 
may not be good enough.  There are some who prefer not to have communion, but would love 
just to have someone visit.  And so, there are some parishioners in the church, who on their 
own initiative, visit and minister to one or more of our shut-ins.  They just visit, have 
conversation, pray and get to know these people on a more personal basis.  If you know of 
someone who is shut-in, that the church may be unaware of, please contact the office so we can 
add it to our pastoral care listing.   

Another aspect of our ministry is visiting Episcopalians (from Grand Junction or hospitalized 
from out of town) at St. Mary’s Hospital under the auspices and training of the Spiritual Care 
Department.  We try to have someone scheduled each day to visit patients but currently two 
days are not covered.  On Sundays, communion is taken by Marjorie Suedekum and sometimes 
other Eucharistic Visitors.  Communion and visits are so welcomed especially if one is 
hospitalized for days, weeks, or even months separated from family and friends.   

“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.” Matthew 9.37.   

There are regretfully a lot more lonely and shut-in people than there are volunteers to visit 
them at this time.  If you feel this is something the Lord is calling you to do please call the 
office, myself, Deacon Rich, or Jim Sidwell to find out more information.  Again, if you know of 
anyone who is shut in and would like to be visited and/or receive communion in their home call 
the office and let us know.     

Greetings from St. Matthew’s Seminarian 
 
Dear Loved Ones, 
 

I hope this finds you all happy and excited to begin the season of anticipation, 
quiet, and preparation. This short note comes to you as the first half of my 
seminary tenure comes to an end. It feels impossible that I’ve already completed 
half of this journey. This semester has been the most challenging by far with a 
heavier course load and an expectation for more: not only volume of output, but quality. Even 
so, I have immensely enjoyed my classes and am excited to continue. I’ve also been working as 
Communications Assistant, helping put together alumni communications, working on the 
seminary website, and have been largely in charge of social media. I was able to come back to 
Colorado in October, and though I didn’t get to attend convention, I did run into the bishop at 
Dream Café and we had a nice chat. God willing, he will ordain me to the Transitional Diaconate 
in June. The campus here remains beautifully green, which makes it hard for me to feel as 
though Advent is upon us and Christmas is right around the corner. Austin remains a wonderful 
setting for me, and though I haven’t had as much time to explore this semester, I continue to 
find new gems that keep this place exciting. I am looking forward to spending much of January 
in Rome, visiting historic sites and getting to experience a new city with a few of my classmates 
and our church history professor before returning for the spring semester. This and the other 
innumerable opportunities I’ve been able to take have only been made possible by you and your 
generosity and loving kindness. I give endless thanks for you and very much look forward to 
spending Christmas Eve with you. 
 
Peace to you and yours,  
Camie 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
  Contains Purpose Access Notes 
Church Staff Offices, Main 

Worship Space & 
Chapel, Kids 
Classroom, Various 
Meeting Rooms, 
Gathering Space, 
Kitchen 

Worship, 
Education, 
Meetings 
(Church & 
Community) 

Key or Key Card  
Entry /Exit by 6 doors:   
+ Main Double Doors to 
South 
+ Nursery & Kitchen 
Doors to East 
+ Cortland Door just past 
Women's Bathroom to 
North 
+ 27 1/2 Road Doors out 
side doors of sanctuary to 
West 

Schedule space for 
meetings or functions 
through the office.  
Coordinate for keys or 
access card through the 
office as well. 
+ Fire Extinguishers 
located at all entrances 
except by kitchen (one 
is located in kitchen by 
stove) 
+ Fire Alarm Pulls 
located at each exit 
+ Automatic Emergency 
Defibulator (AED) above 
fountain in gathering 
space 
+ 24 hour surveillance 

Shed Storage area for 
church items:  church 
decorations, 
kitchenware, 
costumes, banners, 
grounds and building 
upkeep supplies, etc. 

Storage Key  Please do not bring 
items no longer needed 
at home for a future 
unannounced yard sale 
as items tend to clutter 
the space.  Just take 
items directly to a 
charity. 

Pavilion Bathroom, small 
storage area 

Hosting 
outside events 
(Church & 
Community) 

Key access to bathroom 
& storage 

Schedule pavillion use 
through the church 
office. 

Grounds Childrens playground, 
open field, labrynth 

Enjoy God's 
creation, 
contemplation, 
and recreation 

  Please pick up after pets 
as space is used by 
many in the church and 
community. 

Hospitality Team 

Hello from the hospitality team! This is just a quick snippet of what the team has 
started working on so far. We are planning to create a group of greeters to help 
welcome visitors before and after services. We are trying to make sure we are 
welcoming visitors without overwhelming them or making them uncomfortable. 
The GJ Rocks group has painted rocks with labels for dietary restrictions; we will 
be able to label food as gluten free, vegetarian, etc. We are also in the process of 
getting high chairs and booster seats for the gathering space and stools for the 
bathrooms for the children to use. If you would like to join the hospitality team 
please contact Jill Turco at umberjill17@gmail.com or (520)548-1846; or Marty 
McDaneld at msmcdaneld@gmail.com or (720)238-5145. 
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Dear Partners in mission, 
Living here it is easy for me to understand Jesus’ teaching that it is harder for a 
rich man to get into heaven than for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle.  
The less poor one is, the more resources one can use to resolve problems rather 
than depend on God.  
A woman in my community needed surgery, for which they required having a pint 
of blood to be on hand.  Scraping things together from multiple sources, she 
acquired her pint of blood and had her surgery.  They didn’t need to use the blood 
though, so when she had to return for a second surgery due to complications from 

the first, she needed to buy another pint of blood, as the other had been sold to someone else 
without crediting this woman.  More scrambling, but success was had after someone went to 
the next city to fetch it.  The night after the 2nd surgery she needed a cbc stat, unfortunately 
the public hospital she was at couldn’t do it as the machine was broken.  Her only family is her 
16-year-old daughter, who thankfully is bright but still young.  Hospitals depend on family to 
resolve everything a patient needs, including this.  The ‘stat’ blood work took 2 ½ hours when it 
should have taken 15 minutes.  
God brought the consolation ministry to this lady’s apartment the day before the first surgery.  
I’d never met her or her daughter before.  God used this ministry to assist at least in part 
through some of these challenges.  Through it all, she has held firmly that the situation is in 
God’s hands and may God’s will be done.  The latest report is that she is doing better, thanks 
be to God!  Please pray for those working in ill-equipped hospitals and for their patients who are 
far more likely to have complications. 
In Christ, 
Cathy 

 

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican Missionaries and 
Senders.  She is serving in the Dominican Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro 
de Macorís and Santo Domingo.   

E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  Donations (checks made to SAMS with Cathy’s name in 
the memo line): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA  15003.  Snail mail: Apartado 587, San 
Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 21000  website: www.cathydonahoe.net          

 Letter from St. Matt’s Missionary in the Dominican Republic 

Christmas 2017! 
 
Dec 24 no morning services 

Quiet Christmas 3 pm 
  Children's Play & Communion 5 pm 
  Festive Eucharist 9 pm 
 
Dec 25 Monday, no services 

 

There will be nursery care available during the 
5pm service Christmas Eve. 

Plan for Advent  

Dec. 7  Advent Study & Play Rehearsal – visit from St. Nick 

Dec 9-10 2 Advent 

Dec 14 Advent Study & Play Rehearsal  

Dec 16-17 3 Advent 

Dec 21 Labyrinth Walk at dusk - Lit with candles - winter solstice 5 pm 
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Education for Ministry (EfM) 
  
EfM is coming back to St Matts in 2018!  EfM provides a four-year curriculum that develops a 
theologically informed, reflective, and articulate laity who are prepared to listen for and respond 
to God’s call.  EfM helps lay persons discover and exercise their varied gifts for ministry in the 
places where they live and work.  The seminar group is the nucleus of the program.  A group 
consists of six to twelve participants and a trained mentor(s) who meet during the school year 
(summers off).  The EfM program is a distance learning program started in 1975 through the 
School of Theology, an institution of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee.  
  
If you are an EfM graduate and are interested in being a mentor, mentor training will be coming 
to St Matthews on May 3-5, 2018.  
  
Let Rich Paul know if you are interested in being a mentor or starting or completing the EfM 
program. 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring the Salvation 
Christmas Angel Tree for St. Matthew’s. The tags are on the 
trees in the gathering space. We ask that you sign for the 
tag you choose and return your unwrapped gifts along with 
the tag to the church no later than Dec. 13th.  There is also 
a bin for new and clean, gently used (matched or 
unmatched) socks for Homeward Bound. Questions: 
Contact Gretchen Davis at 241-1790.  

The Redemption of Scrooge is a special adult 
discussion forum for Advent. Come consider the 
wisdom of Christmases past, present and future and 
how these really do relate to our faith, as we 
proclaim: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will 
come again! Three Thursday evenings: 

                   December 7 & 14 
5:30 PM Potluck Supper 
6-7 PM Adult Forum (also children’s play rehearsal) 

Artist of the Season - Have a photo, 
painting, or craft you would like to display 
in the gathering space?  Don’t be shy, 
please share with us!  St. Matt’s is always 
looking for artists so please contact the 
office at  stmattsgj@gmail.com or call 242-
3293 

                                             

 
Stepping out!    
Keep stepping out safely with our fall 
prevention class.  Kara Griffin, exercise 

therapist, at Colorado Canyons Hospital will teach a 
class on Saturday, February 10th, 9:30-11:30 am at 
St. Matthew’s.  Kara will cover falling risks, tripping 
hazards, walking correctly, home safety, strength and 
balance exercises.  The class is free and there is no 
sign up. Don’t miss it!  For information, contact  
Lyn Fraser, lynincol@aol.com, 241-0959 or  
Sue Sidwell, jimnsue1965@gmail.com, 257-0543.  
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Ministry Schedule - December 2017 

 Ministers 

If you have dates between January 1 and April 1, that you cannot serve, please 
let the church office know at 242-3293 or email stmattsgj@gmail.com. 

 

  December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 31 

8:00 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Lector OT/PS 
Lector NT/PP 
Usher 
Usher  
 

 
Judy Schneider 
Sherry Farny 
Jan Smith 
Don Schneider 
Rene Neal 
Deb McLaughlin 
Laura Mockler 
 

 
Jim Paronto 
K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 
Virginia Settle 
Ken Brownlee 
Bud Smock 
Marilyn Ruland 

 
Terry Farina 
Laurie Kadrich 
Jan Smith 
Terry Farina 
Matthew McGraw 
George Dunham 
Lynn Dunham 

 
NO MORNING 

SERVICE 

 
Sherry Farny 
K. Roy Jones 
Carol Jones 
Marilyn Ruland 
K. Roy Jones 
Deb McLaughlin 
Mary Mills 

10:00 
Altar Minister 
Altar Minister 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Acolyte 
Lector OT 
Lector NT 
Lector PP 
Usher 
Usher 
 

 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Jeanette Benson 
Rebecka Plank 
Payton Levine 
 
Youth 
Youth 
Becky Vroman 
Merrilyn Simpkins 
Youth 

 
Anna Driggs 
Barclay Jameson 
Gustafsons 
 
 
Jeanette Benson 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Brian Turco 
Norm Fillinger 
Margery Fillinger 

 
Allan Conrad 
Sharon Conrad 
Cade Bickham 
Owen Bickham 
Payton Levine 
Elise Forte 
Casey Wren 
Justin Day 
Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

 
NO MORNING  

SERVICE 

 
Cora Galbasini 
Jeanette Benson 
Jims Sidwell 
Collin Blanchard 
Reese Blanchard 
Sarah Bouwhuis 
Lee Wyman 
Chris Parsons 
Chip Newton 
Brian Turco 

Coffee Fo-L M-Pa Pe-Z A-Fi Fo-L 

EVs  
Commons 

Carol Jones 
K. Roy Jones 

Anna Crickmer 
Kathy Morgan 

Rocco DeBona 
Sugar Rabel 

 Jeanette Benson 
Deb Feeley 

Evs Home Jim Campbell 
Deb Feeley 

Barclay Jameson 
Linda Jameson 

Mary Mills 
Cynthia Mill 

 Carol Jones 
K. Roy Jones 

Tellers Don Schneider 
Nancy Groenert 

Sharon Conrad 
Justin Day 

Sue Emerson 
Janette Deagle 

 Ann Hayes 
Con Litz 

Altar Guild 
  

Deb McLaughlin 
Jeanette Benson 
Joan Karp 
Jean Koizumi 
Joan Wright 

Marjorie Brown 
Margery Fillinger 
Joyce Grove 
Carol Jones 
 

Merrilyn Simpkins 
Lynne Bird 
Peggy Pretti 
Sue Sidwell 
Marjorie Suedekum 

Mary Mills 
Beve Farina 
Dorothy Stevenson 
M. K. Carlson 

Merrilyn Simpkins 
Lynne Bird 
Peggy Pretti 
Sue Sidwell 
Marjorie Suedekum 

Saturday 
 
Celebrant 
Officiant 
Acolyte 
Ps OT NT 
Gospel 
Meditation 
Usher 
Usher 

December 2 

 

Pastor Hollis 
 
Barb Schaak 
Don Aust 
Pastor Hollis 
Pastor Hollis 
Don Aust 
Buzzie Aust 

December 9 

 
Rev. Tom Lee 
 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Clare Dupont 
Rev. Rich Paul 
Rev. Rich Paul 
Rocco DeBona 
Sugar Rabel 

December 16 

 
Rev. Vern Hill 
 
Barb Schaak 
Spike Howard 
Rev. Vern Hill 
Rev. Vern Hill 
Spike Howard 
Lori Howard 

December 23 

 
NO SATURDAY 

SERVICE 

December 30 

 

Rev. Rich Paul 
 

Marjorie Suedekum 
Marjorie Suedekum 
Rev. Rich Paul 
Rev. Rich Paul 
Clare Dupont 
Deb Feeley 
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

3888 27-1/2 Road 

Grand Junction, CO  81506 
Phone:  970-242-3293 

Email:  stmattsgj@gmail.com 

 
Rector:  Hollis Wright 

Email:  revhwright@gmail.com 

Deacon:  Rich Paul 
Email: richpaul84@gmail.com 

Assisting Clergy: Nancy Angle, Bob Engels, Vern 
Hill, Nick Mayer, Judy Schneider & Lee Wyman 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours  

Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm, and meetings with staff are 
available by appointment. 

Finance Office Hours 

Monday - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Tuesday - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Thursday - 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
 

The church office will be closed 
12/25/17 - 1/1/2018 

STAFF 

VESTRY 

Sharon Conrad Justin Day Janette Deagle 

Debra Feeley Barb Schaak Nancy Groenert 

Jason Hughes Con Litz Don Schneider 

Parish Administrators Beth Fisher 

Desiree Bougeaux 

Youth Minister 

Special Projects Mgr. (temp) 

Justin Day 

Jill Turco 

Director of Children’s Ministry Becky Vroman 

Music Director Richard Morgan 

Contemporary Music Shannon Castañeda 

Nursery Supervisor 

The Evangel Editor 

Jaymee Galbasini 

Desiree Bougeaux 

  

  

December Birthdays 

12/4 

12/4 

12/5 

12/7 

12/7 

12/9 

12/10 

12/15 

12/16 

12/16 

12/20 

12/20 

12/21 

12/21 

12/21 

12/22 

12/22 

12/24 

12/25 

12/25 

12/27 

12/27 

12/28 

12/29 

12/30 

12/31 

12/31 

 

Heidi Plank 

Sally Flourney 

Allison Morris 

Katie Zollner 

Donna Williams 

Philip Morrow 

Buzzie Aust 

Ann Hayes 

Beth Watson 

Larry McDonald 

Jeanette Benson 

Ruth Gormley 

Terri Vair 

Vicki Canaday 

Marjorie Lair 

Merrilyn Simpkins 

Joyce Cunningham 

Kay Lee 

Carol Jones 

Lucia Webster 

Jim Campbell 

Landon Aldridge 

MK Carlson 

Deb Feeley 

John McConnell 

Jamie Galbasini 

Janet Smallwood 

Sr. Warden Ann Hayes Treasurer Cody Moore 

Jr. Wardens Ron Kupinski 

Sue Emerson 

Clerk Linda Morehouse 

12/3 

12/20 

12/24 

K. Roy & Carol Jones 

Henry & Ann Hayes 

Stephen & Jocelyn Young 

December 

Anniversaries 

 October YTD 

Other Income 412 4,261 

Expanded Ministry Giving 5,290 56,696 

Total Income 38,299 380,733 

Operating Expense 34,372 321,789 

Expanded Ministry Expense 1,810 52,668 

Total Expense 36,182 374,457 

Net Income 2,117 6,276 

Giving 32,597 319,776 

Treasurer’s Report October 2017 


