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Evangel 
 

This is our fourth truly digital newsletter. Let us know what you think! 
 

Letter from Pastor Hollis 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Easter! Easter is coming! 
 
I think I’ve shared with you that when I 
was a kid, I thought Christmas was 
The Big Deal. That is what the world 
taught me. We gave Christmas Cards, 
went to Christmas parties, decorated 
the house, put up a Christmas tree, 
gave and received Christmas 
presents and sung Christmas carols. 
Any kid would think that Christmas is 
The Big Deal. 
 
Don’t get me wrong, Christmas is a 
wonderful thing! God came and lived 
among us, and came as a baby, fully 
dependent upon Mary, Joseph and 
presumably extended family. Without 
Christmas there would be no Easter. 
But: Easter is The Big Deal! 
 
Easter is where our capacity to 
believe is stretched. Easter is where 
the concept of “miracle” gets a much 
bigger meaning. We can say that with 

 

 

 
What’s interesting to me 
is that world we live in 
still thinks the big deal is 
Christmas. It’s confusing. 
One doesn’t have to be steeped in 
scripture or theology to get that all the 
heavenly arrows point to Easter. 
 
When it comes to Christmas, our 
culture has pretty much taken to it. 
The 12 days of Christmas, which 
traditionally began Christmas day and 
lasted until Epiphany, have turned 
into the 24 shopping days of 
December.   Ancient Christmas carols 
have yielded to Frosty the Snowman. 
And so on. 
 
Easter, though, has not been taken 
over. Yes, there are Easter bunnies 
and brunches, but not a whole lot 
more. Easter belongs to the church 
and people of faith and people looking 
for faith. The world really doesn’t 
know what to do with Easter, and I 
say that’s a good thing. 

 

 

 

 



Easter, God gets us. God gets that life 
on earth is challenging and that it 
comes with obstacles and 
temptations. God gets that we needed 
something big, bigger than life, to 
show us the way, to ease our pain, to 
let us know that God’s grace is 
greater than our flaws. 
 
Easter is truly the best day we have! 
The greatest celebration! The biggest 
deal! 

 

 
Easter Sunday is an immense, 
wonderful, huge, amazing day of 
celebration. There is nothing better! 
It’s a good day to invite friends. Or 
relatives. Or neighbors. It’s a good 
day to enjoy brunch with people that 
are part of your journey of faith. 
 
On April 21st, we come together to 
proclaim: 

 

 

 

 

Alleluia! 
Christ is Risen! 

The Lord is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Faithfully, 
Pastor Hollis 

 

 
 

  

  

Letter from Pr. Laura 
 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace be yours this Easter season! As we prepare 
for Holy Week and Easter, we are given the opportunity to 
once again return to the Gospel accounts of the Resurrection. 
Over the next few weeks, during Holy Week and on Easter 
we are invited to crack open our Bibles (or go to these online 
links) and find them in Matthew 28:1-20 
(https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2
8%3A1-20&version=NCV); Mark 16:1-8 
(https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%

 

 

As we engage 
with the 
resurrection 
narratives, notice 
how each 
account varies 
each time we 
read it. Notice 
how where we 
read it (at home, 
in a park, in the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-20&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-20&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A1-8&version=NCV


3A1-8&version=NCV); Luke 24:1-12 
(https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%
3A1-11&version=NCV); John 10:1-18 
(https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%
3A1-18&version=NCV). During this Holy time, we are invited 
to read these accounts closely and carefully, even slowly 
pausing to discover how God might be speaking to us. 
 
This is a moment to slow down and listen. Deacon Rich 
recently shared Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, When God is 
Silent with me. In the book Brown asserts for Christians the 
Word of God is primary, yet we do much of the talking, 
creating a one sided narrative. Reading and carefully listening 
to scripture is a chance to hear what God has for us. In each 
account, we are invited into deeper relationship with God. 

 

car on our phone 
in the driveway 
after a tough day 
before going into 
the house the 
start dinner :) 
matters, what we 
are feeling and 
what stands out 
to us. Notice what 
questions come 
to us about the 
text. Notice what 
questions come 
to us about the 
characters in the 
story. Notice what 
questions come 
to us about God. 
Notice where 
there is comfort, 
support and love. 
 
The very center 
of the Christian 
faith is the 
Resurrection. 
Many folks have 
argued (Martin 
Luther, among 
other theologians) 
the center of the 
Christian faith is 
the cross, but I 
assert it is the 
resurrection. 
Hollis is fond of 
saying, “He was 
only up there for 
three hours!” And, 
I would add, 
Jesus is 
resurrected 
forever. Indeed, 
in the resurrection 
we find hope 
among suffering 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A1-8&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A1-11&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A1-11&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NCV


and life eternal 
while we are here 
on earth. 
 
May your Easter 
bring many 
Blessings, most 
especially among 
them, may you 
find love in the 
resurrection. And 
love is always 
occasion to 
celebrate! 
 
Joy be yours, 
 
Pastor Laura  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

  

  

  

What's Happening With The Rector Search??? 
 

Dear St. Matthews Family, 
 
The process is moving much slower than I anticipated, but we are 
making progress. After the Vestry meeting with Ann Fleming, the Vestry met 
several times and prayerfully considered the 4 search options presented to us. 
After much thought, discussion and prayer, the Vestry decided that the best 
search for St. Matthews was a Traditional Search, that will open the position 
across the Episcopal Church. Once that decision was made (which was March 18) 
a list of potential Search Committee Co-Chairs was developed, and a request was 
made for the selected people to consider whether they would commit to be a Co-
Chair. We are awaiting that decision now. Once they have accepted the request 
they will interview and select 8 to 9 people to serve on the search committee with 
them. 



If you are interested in serving on the search committee, I want you to be aware 
that it will be anywhere between an 18 month to 24 month commitment. If you are 
interested, please email me your name, best phone number, email, and service 
you attend. I know many of you have given me your name as being interested, but 
please do email me your information anyway. 
 
Also, we will be developing a Parish Profile, and more news of that will be 
forthcoming. 
 
Please give prayerful consideration if you are willing to serve. My goal is to 
hopefully have search committee in place, profile done, and the Diocese posting 
the position by the end of June. 
 
God will guide us. 
Ann Hayes, Senior Warden 
annjb12@gmailcom 

 

Special Vitality Survey at Church March 30-31 

 
The Diocese of Colorado has arranged for a vitality survey for all congregations 
this weekend. This is a congregational survey that will gather information that 
goes beyond the statistics of the our annual parochial report to help describe the 
dynamic, life-giving work of St. Matthew’s.The timing is simply excellent! Our 
vestry and search committee will be able to use the resulting information as they 
put together a profile of St. Matthew’s for the new rector search. The survey will 
happen during worship, following communion. We anticipate that each worship 
service will be just 60-70 minutes long. Because we will take the survey during 
communion, the children will be invited to take communion first and then rejoin 
their Sunday School class or nursery group. Please try to attend if possible: 
worship is always good for the soul, and this week therfe is the added bonus of 
assistance with the search! 

 

  

  

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
 

  

  

 

 



Holy Week, the week leading up to Easter, has been 
observed since at least 380 AD. 
 

Holy Wednesday APRIL 
17.Chrismal Mass 

with Bishop-elect Kym 
Lucas.Western Slope clergy are invited to renew 

their ordination vows, holy oil will come blessed.    
11 AM. All are welcome. 

 
Palm Sunday. This Sunday we remember Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem. Many churches also observe the crucifixion; we are observing this on 
Good Friday. 
 
Holy Tuesday. Tenebrae 7 pm. 
 
Holy Wednesday. Chrismal Mass with Bishop-elect Kym Lucas. 
 
Maundy Thursday. We remember the Last Supper with: 
5:30 pm Potluck meal incorporating the Gospel and shared Holy Communion, 
followed by the stripping of the altar. 
  
Good Friday.  We observe the crucifixion of Christ in solemn worship. Services 
are at 12 pm and 7:00 pm. The 7 pm service is multi-church at Shepherd of the 
Valley ELCA, 3133 Patterson Rd, Grand Junction. 
These services are not recommended for young children, nursery care available at 
12 pm. 
  
Without the cross there would be no Easter, and without Easter there would be 
nothing to celebrate and no one to worship. 
  
Holy Saturday. A day for quiet individual prayer. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

SUNDAY APRIL 21st 
7:30 A.M. 

We enter the joy of the Resurrection with EASTER VIGIL 
10 A.M. 

We CELEBRATE the Resurrection with Worship 
Following the 10 A.M Service 

Festive Pot Luck 
Please sign up in the fellowship area or email us at 

<laurastephenson4@gmail.com>. We find each year we are honored to host 
many visitors and proteins are especially needed. THANK YOU! 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Please bring plastic eggs and individually wrapped candies for the many children 

in the congregation and visitors up to Palm Sunday (April 14th.) 
 

  

  

Youth and Family 

Mark your calendars for VBS July 22-26. Dare To Be Different is based on 
Madeleine L' Engle's A Wrinkle In Time. Through games, activities ,crafts, and 
adventures we will learn about our spiritual gifts, how our differences make us 
special, and affirm the power of love, courage, and self‐sacrifice. 
 
On April 7th, ice cream Sunday, we will be hosting another safety day. (Our last 
safety day focused on fire safety in the church.) The 10 am service will be a 
shortened service- approximately 30 minutes- we will then break for ice cream, sit 
and eat in the gathering space while we watch The Safe Side dvd. This dvd was 
created by Julie Walsh, founder of Baby Einstein Company, and John Walsh, host of 
America's Most Wanted. The dvd provides important safety tips for parents and 
children in a fun age appropriate manner- our goal is to inform and empower our 
kids. 



 

  

 

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

  

 

Robes, Slipper & Easter Cards - We can make a difference by letting folks in 
assisted living know that they matter to us. Outreach is collecting NEW robes and 
slippers (and Easter cards) in a variety of sizes for both men and women. These will 
go to nursing homes with a high proportion of older folks and folks without much 
money. Donations may be dropped off at the church at any time, up to Palm Sunday 
(April 14th). Thank you for your generous heart! 

  

 

Community Garden needs your help!  We'd like to build a pallet compost bin and 
could also use someone with time to assemble it for us. If you have time or materials 
lying around that you'd like to donate, please let Tonya Wren know 
at mountain_wren@yahoo.com or (970)260-7598. 

  

 

Beginning in Eastertide (the Season that follows Easter) we’re gathering your 
pennies, nickles, and quarters as part of the United Thank Offering which supports 
mission for the world. (https://www.episcopalchurch.org/united-thank-offering). UTO 
was started by missionary Julia Chester Emery in 1916, this powerful work continues. 
You can grab a small blue box, marked UTO and contribute as you are moved until 
Pentecost (June 9.) 

  

 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the March Mission Trip Meeting to the 
Episcopal Church in Navajoland (https://ecofnavajoland.org/). We had a wonderful 
discussion and will have dates for the trip in the next week or two. Once we have the 
date, we can begin to plan the trip details (cost, activities, and accommodations.) 
Expect a date for an upcoming meeting to be announced within the next few weeks! 
You’re invited to join us then! 

  

 

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/preview/html?campaignActivityId=ab162dcd-283a-47a5-96c2-7cad2ba14164&documentId=e0a20160-4bf8-11e9-80e8-7bf23a03df77&externalId=1132360015609
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/united-thank-offering
https://ecofnavajoland.org/


The Summer Concert Series IS ON! Thanks to generous donors, the Outreach Team 
is able to fully fund the Series this year with plans to pass the hat and support the 
Outreach Teams efforts! Details to come soon! 

  

  

Meal for Homeless Folks at Homeward Bound 
 
We are cooking for Homeward Bound on April 10th. Your help would be very 
welcome! Please sign up in the gathering space or email the office. 
 
2 PM to cook 
4:30 PM to serve 
 
when did I see you hungry? 

 

  

 

 

 

Stone Soup Project Update 

Stone Soup has now officially joined 

St. Matt’s Outreach Team. Thank you 

for allowing us to be a part of this 

important ministry. We continue our 

partnership with Solidarity Not 

Charity to serve community meals to 

those in need. Stone Soup provides 

dinner on the last Saturday of each 

month, April 27th, cook at 2, serve 

at 4 in Witman Park between 4th and 

. The Outreach Team has decided 

April's discretionary funds will go 

to support both Stone Soup and 

Solidarity not Charity. Your 

contributions are always 

welcome! Some suggestions for you to 

consider: 

·        A protein: ground beef, chicken, 

or cheese 

·        Canned and pantry items 

·        Side dishes: vegetable, pasta, 

salad 

·        “Sturdy” fruits: apples, oranges 



·        Cupcakes, brownies, cookies or 

boxed mixes that we can prepare 

·        All contributions are welcome! 
 

With Love and a Dash of Spice, 

Kathy Morgan 

kathleen.morgan@yahoo.com 

250-8103 
 

  

  

 

 

 
OUR GROUNDS NEED YOUR HELP! 
 
Twice a year we get together to take care of the essentials: weeding, raking, 
trimming, etc. Last Fall a small but determined group did their best, but much was 
left for the Spring. This is a wonderful way to give back to the church and help 
make St. Matt's a strong church in the future. 
 

Saturday, April 13th 
8am - Noon 

Barbecue at 11:30 
 
We are putting together some kid-friendly tasks, and suggest that if you are 
coming with kids an hour or so of work is a good idea -- you might want to arrive 
around 10 or 10:30.  

 

  

  

Mark your calendars for  the Spirit of the Valley 5k set 
forSeptember 7th.  
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HOSPITALITY MATTERS! 
It may seem a small thing to put out a few cookies and make some coffee, but this is 
core to our identity- it's hospitality. Jesus did this for his friends. Be like Jesus.Here’s 
a link to sign up: http://signup.com/go/hJsaHkd Of course you can go old school and 

sign up in the fellowship area with a pen and paper, or here's a hyperlink: 
signup.com 

 

  

  

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday April 13th for the Spring Clean-up wherein we 
endeavor to make the church grounds beautiful! 

 

  

  

 

 

Bereavement Support Group 

Tuesdays at 11:15 our last meeting 
will be April 9 we meet to learn skills 
for riding the waves of grief that come 
from any kind of loss. We share our 
stories, practice prayer, meditation 
and find strength for the coming week. 
You are invited to any and all 
sessions. 

 

 

 

  

  

Lenten Study WEDNESDAYS 

Soup Supper 5:45 PM 
Program & Worship 
 
 
April 3 
God in Our Neighborhoods 
First Congregational UCC 
1425 N. 5th St. 
 
April 10 
Christ, Hunger and Hope 
Crossroads United Methodist 
599 30 Rd. 

 

 

 
 

  

  

http://signup.com/go/hJsaHkd
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You're invited to engage an online Lenten Study, The Mystery 
of God, available on our website. There are resources for families 
with children in the study, too, because we're all one. This is a 
great option to add to your Lenten journey, or to choose if time is 
limited, as you can study n your own schedule. 

 

  

  

The Stations of the Cross are a wonderful, contemplative way to 
deepen faith and will be offered each Friday during Lent at 5 
P.M. If you would like to lead a session, there is a sign up in the 
fellowship area. We have a wide variety of ways to host a session 
and are happy to support you in your preparation. Why not try 
something new? Questions please contact Marjorie Suedekum. 

 

  

  

Gluten-Free? 

We Need Bakers! 

 

Bakers are needed for Gluten-Free 
wafers! If you keep a gluten-free 
kitchen, that would be a 
tremendous help, if not it does take 
a little preparation. Instructions 
available, it just takes 1 1/2 - 2 
hours to bake about once every 3 
months. Please email the church 
office email linkand we'll get you 
started! 

 

St. Matthew's 
SponsoredHomeward Bound 
Dinner -April 10th. If you 
would like to help serve and/or 
cook, please sign up in the 
gathering area. Cooks need to 
arrive at 2pm and servers 
at4:45pm. Questions...see 
Shannon Castaneda, Gretchen 
Davis-Lubinski or Cindy 
Murray. 

 

  

  

Prayer works! We're happy to pray for you and the people you 
care about. To add a name to the prayer list please call Merrilyn 
Simpkins 970-464-5446 leave a message if she doesn't answer 
or send an email to merrilyn41@gmail.comAlso, Deb McLaughlin 
can be called at 970-243-7265 leave a message if no one 
answers or email to bildeb@bresnan.net. We would appreciate 
any updates on anyone you have put on the list prior to this. 

 

  

  

http://stmatthewsgj.org/
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Stone Soup is a way to support those facing hunger once a 
month. We cook at St. Matthew's at 2, and go to offer food at the 
park from 4-5. See Kathy Morgan for more information. 

 

  

 



 

  

  



Caffeinated Church Conferences are centered around 
creative church collaboration for churches and organizations. St. 
Matthew's will host Caffeinated Church on Thursday April 4th 
from 9AM to 2PM. Increase your creative output through hands-
on training in the areas of graphic design, marketing/advertising, 
layout/design, and website development. We will discuss best 
practices, budgeting and resources, challenges that 
communicators and administrators face, and more. To register 
please go HERE. You're invited! 

 

  

  

Financials: Treasurer's Report for February 2019 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

April Birthdays 
 
4/3   Terry DeHerrera 
4/4   Cindy Murray 
4/7   Jack Levine 
4/9   Carolyn Engels 
4/11 Nancy Groenert 
4/11 Betsy Zollner 
4/13 Dick Watson 
4/15 Melba Fulton 
4/16 Cade Bickham 
4/16 John E. Pearson, Jr. 
4/17 Shawn Foley 
4/19 Terry Farina 
4/20 Ellie DeHerrera 

https://caffeinatedchurch.org/conference-calendar/april4
https://caffeinatedchurch.org/conference-calendar/april4


4/24 Walt Orloff 
4/25 Jim Paronto 
4/27 Sue Sidwell 
4/28 Henry Hayes 
4/29 Eli Paul 
4/29 Jacob Vroman 
4/29 Tori Smith  

 

 


