
SIM
Summer in Ministry Fellowship

Application Process 

  
 Feb 1

Interviews with 
prospective candidates 

February 

   
 

 
  

 

Host Church Application 
Deadline Feb 1

Noti�cation of Host Churches Mar 15

Other Dates & Information

Mandatory Dates
Mentor Pastor Orientation: May 22nd
Orientation Retreat: May 24-26
Taste of Seminary at Perkins: May 30-June 2
Annual Conference: June 4-6
Capstone Retreat: July 31-August 7

For Additional Information Contact
Kelly Carpenter
Faith Formation
Center for Leadership Development
North Texas Annual Conference 
500 Maplelawn Drive
Plano, Texas 75075
972.526.5075
kelly@ntcumc.org

Application
To Apply online or print an Application Form or copies of this 
brochure, go to www.ntcleadership.org 
SEND completed application materials by the deadline to 
Mariel Vela at cldadmin@ntcumc.org

Noti�cation selection forof
Fellowship

March 1

Fellow Application, Video Cover Letter
and Reference Letters Due



Program Description

Are These Paid Fellowships?
Fellows will receive a stipend of $3,000 for the summer fellowship, enabling them 
to devote full-time to their ministry experience and still earn money. Housing for 
the summer will be provided by the host congregation.

Participants selected for the SIM Fellowship are under no obligation to choose ordained 
ministry as their vocation in life, though it is hoped that the experience will be helpful in 
clarifying their calling toward such service. During their fellowship, each Fellow will be 
assigned a “Fellow Friend” – a clergy person who will help them explore their call, and 
maintain a relationship via phone, video chat, or in-person visits as the Fellow continues 
to discern whether they are called to ordained or lay ministry.

Following their selection, Fellows will begin their summer with an orientation retreat in 
May, followed by a “Taste of Seminary” week where they will engage in seminary-level 
courses in topics such as, Bible, UM doctrine and identity, spiritual practices, preaching, 
evangelism, social justice. Fellowships will be conducted under the supervision of the 
pastor of the church and will move beyond the traditional young adult roles of Youth 
and Children’s Ministry.  Fellows will be challenged to assist with worship each Sunday; 
preach once in their setting and/or plan and lead a worship service, teach adults in a 
short-term study, provide visitation at hospitals and homes (under the supervision of a 
pastor); and engage in a ministry experience beyond the walls of the church. 
Throughout the summer, Fellows will participate in “Exploration Experiences” with their 
peers that explore unique ministry settings outside of the local church. The summer will 
conclude with a capstone retreat where Fellows will process and reflect upon their 
experiences of integrating their faith with the work of the church in the world, while 
continuing to explore the possibility of ministry as a vocation.

What’s Next?

Fellows will be assigned to a congregation within the North Texas Annual Conference, 
which encompasses the north central portion of the state from the Dallas metro area to 
the Oklahoma border, including Wichita Falls, Gainesville, Paris, and DeSoto.

Housing and ministry expenses will be provided by the host congregation and 1/3 
($1,000) of the stipend. Fellows will be responsible for their own meals and transportation 
costs, as well as expenses for personal items.

Interested in becoming a SIM Fellow? Follow the application process and deadlines 
located on the back page. Applications may be submitted online, via email, or 
printed and mailed.

Host Churches

Is This Only for People Who Have Discerned a 
Call to Ordained Ministry?

The Summer in Ministry (SIM) Fellowship of The North Texas Annual Conference is a 
holistic experience in which college students (Fellows) can “try on ministry” through a 
meaningful pastoral fellowship, a taste of seminary, accountability to spiritual practices, 
and reflection within a supportive network of peers, mentor pastors, “Fellow Friends,” 
and the Bishop.

The SIM Fellowship is designed to challenge and nurture young adults as they explore 
their vocational and baptismal calling. SIM is intended for those young adults who are 
genuinely open to God’s calling as they discover whether their own gifts and graces 
match the needs and requirements of ordained ministry within the Church.

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will 
of God�what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
– Romans 12: 2

Explore Your
Call This Summer

May 22 - Aug 8 2017

Is This For You?
Individuals interested in SIM must meet the following criteria:
• Between 18 – 24 years of age
• Completed at least one year (2 semesters) of college with a minimum 2.5 GPA
• Are interested in exploring the ministry as a career
• Active in a church or campus ministry at the time of their application

Qualified candidates must submit the following materials:
• Completed application form
• Video Cover Letter (2 minutes in length)
• Three letters of reference including at least one from the pastor of their home

congregation or any campus ministries with which they have participated

SIM
Summer in Ministry Fellowship

• Resume


