
 

 

Wisdom 
 

Knowing, understanding and living God’s truth.  
 

Proverbs 4:7,8 

The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom.  

And with all your acquiring, get understanding.  

Prize her, and she will exalt you;  

She will honor you if you embrace her. (NASB) 
 

Opposite—Foolishness 

Start here 

1. Memorize the definition. 

2. Memorize Proverbs 4:7,8. 

3. What is the opposite of being wise? 

 

Story and discussion questions 

When Stevie was in elementary school his 

parents often sat down with him and talked 

about wise living. One of their discussions 

involved the unhealthy nature of smoking 

cigarettes. Stevie’s dad had smoked when he 

was a young man but gave it up once he 

became a Christian. Stevie’s dad wanted to 

be sure that his son knew the dangers of 

smoking so he would not get drawn into this 

bad habit. The family discussed that people’s 

bodies belong to God and should be treated 

wisely. Despite all that Stevie knew about the 

dangers of smoking, one day when he was in 

Junior High School, one of his friends told 

Stevie that he had something to show him. 

While walking home from school, the boys 

stopped at the local park where Stevie’s 

friend reached in his pocket, pulled out a 

pack of cigarettes, lit up, and offered one to 

Stevie. 

 

1. What do you think was Stevie’s first 

thought when he saw his friend pull out 

the cigarettes? 

2. How might wanting to please his friend 

affect Stevie’s decision to smoke or not?  

3. If Stevie decided not to smoke, what 

explanation might he give to his friend? 

4. If there had been more kids present, do 

you think it would have been harder or 

easier for Stevie to say no? Explain. 

5. If you were in Stevie’s place what would 

you do? Why? 

 

Explanation about wisdom 

Some people are confused about wisdom.  

They think they are wise if they know the 

right thing to do.  The Bible indicates that 

wisdom involves more than knowledge 

(knowing what to do). It also involves 

understanding (understanding why and how 

to apply knowledge). But it even goes beyond 

understanding. Wisdom is not truly seen until 

a person lives the truth. If a person knows 

what to do and understands how to do it, but 

fails to do it, he is not wise. Here are some 

examples. A person might know that certain 

habits are harmful, like: smoking, swearing, 

and overeating. He might even be able to tell 

you why they are wrong and what harm they 

can cause. But if he does not avoid such 

habits in his own life, he is not wise.  

 

Bible passages and discussion questions 

1. What book of the Bible is known as the 

book of wisdom?  (Proverbs) 

2. According to Proverbs 1:1-4 what are the 

purposes of the book of Proverbs? 

3. The first wise saying given in Proverbs is 

1:7 (also see Proverbs 9:10).  What do 

these verses say? Why would these truths 

be the foundation of all wisdom? 



4. Who is the opposite of the wise man 

according to Proverbs 1:7?  (the fool 

5. According to Proverbs 1:7 what marks 

the life of fools? (they despise wisdom) 

6. Why do parents want their children to be 

wise?  (so they don’t hurt themselves) 

7. Read Proverbs 2:10,11.  What three 

things are closely linked with wisdom? 

(knowledge, discretion, understanding)   

8. What are knowledge, discretion, and 

understanding, and what will they do for 

a person according to Proverbs 

2:12,16,20? 

9. What advise is given in Proverbs 3:7?  

Explain it. 

10. Read Proverbs 3:19-21. How did the Lord 

use wisdom/understanding/knowledge? 

11. There are many blessings promised to 

those who are wise.  Identify the 

blessings in:  

 Proverbs 3:13-18  

 Proverbs 3:21-24 

 Proverbs 3:35  

 Proverbs 4:5-9 

 Proverbs 9:10,11  

 Proverbs 14:3 

12. In Proverbs 3:25-35 what are some things 

a wise person should or should not do? 

13. What advise does a father give his son in 

Proverbs 4:1-4? 

14. According to Proverbs 4:23-27 what wise 

things should a person do? 

15. According to Proverbs 8:11 and 16:16, 

what is wisdom better than? Do you 

agree? Why or why not.  

16. How is a wise man different than a 

scoffer according to Proverbs 9:8,9? 

What is a scoffer? 

17. What do wise people do according to:  

 Proverbs 10:5  

 Proverbs 10:14 

 Proverbs 10:19 

 Proverbs 11:30  

 Proverbs 12:15  

 Proverbs 13:1  

 Proverbs 14:16  

 Proverbs 15:7  

 Proverbs 15:20  

 Proverbs 15:31 

 Proverbs 16:21  

 Proverbs 16:23,24  

 Proverbs 18:15 

 Proverbs 29:8 

 Proverbs 29:11 

18. What does Proverbs 13:20 teach about the 

company wise people should keep? 

19. How does a person become wise 

according to:  

 Proverbs 19:20 

 James 1:5? 

 

More discussion questions 

1. Who do you know who lives wisely? 

What specific things have you observed 

in their life that makes you say this? 

2. Name five areas in a person’s life where 

they need to apply wisdom. (the words 

they use, the friends they have, personal 

habits, how they use money, how they 

respond in difficult situations) 

3. How could a person show wisdom in the 

following areas or situations? 

 in school (study hard, pay attention, be a 

good friend) 

 on a date (don't do anything foolish) 

 at work (be on time, work hard, be loyal) 

 when someone does something mean to 

you (don’t lash out, forgive them) 

 when someone does something nice to 

you (thank them verbally or send a note) 

 

Application 

1. How have you shown wisdom this week? 

2. In what areas of your life do you struggle 

to be wise? Explain. 

3. What could you do each day to increase 

your wisdom-factor? (study the Bible, ask 

God to help you, get advise from parents) 

 

Activities 

1. Make a puzzle of Proverbs 4:7,8 and put 

it together for time. 

2. Hang this life quality in a place where 

you will see it each this day. 

3. Close in prayer. Ask God to help you 

become wise in every area of life. 

Wisdom 
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