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The Airplane Story 
 
The Airplane Story is a fun and exciting way to share good news of Jesus Christ with 
others. Young people especially are fascinated by it. Learn it, use it, enjoy it! 
 
HOW TO USE THE AIRPLANE STORY 

 Take time to go over the story a few times on your own. It doesn’t take much 
time to learn. 

 Pray about who you might share with. When God places someone on your heart, 
ask them if you can share. Perhaps share first with one of your own saved family 
members who can critique and give pointers. 

 In sharing, start by making the airplane. An 8.5 x 11 inch piece of paper works well 
for making the plane. See #1 through #7 below. As you make the plane, say 
something like, “This may look a bit different than other paper airplanes you have 
made before. For example, it has a vertical stabilizer near the front.” 

 
Here’s how to make the airplane for the Airplane Story. 
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 If you actually want to fly the plane, you may need to put a staple through the 
body. See the “side view” of diagram #7. Once the plane is made, share the 
following. Use your own words. 

 
The airplane has certainly revolutionized society. One person said, “It has made 
the world shrink.” Far-away places are now just hours away. Mail is carried by 
plane and gets there in a fraction of the time. Passengers travel by plane. 
Airplanes are a large part of our nation’s defense… 
 
The story I want to tell you involves a person who can revolutionize your life much 
as the airplane has revolutionized society. Just as the airplane allows people to 
reach new heights; so, too, the truth of this story can help humans soar in their 
relationship with God. In order to better tell the story, let me cut this paper 
airplane in half. 
 
(At this time fold the wings and vertical stabilizer down along the body and cut 
the plane in half lengthwise. See below.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 As you share, you will use the pieces of the airplane to illustrate the story. See the 
diagrams to the right of the narrative. Use your own words. 
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THE REST OF THE AIRPLANE STORY 
 
As you can see, we now have a bunch of parts. I’ll be using them to illustrate the rest of 
the story. 
 
Nearly two thousand years ago a man by the name of Jesus lived in what is now Israel. 
He was a carpenter, but at the age of thirty began a public ministry. He told others 
about the kingdom of God and did many wonderful miracles. Although large groups of 
people loved and followed Him, the corrupt religious leaders of His day felt greatly 
threatened by His popularity. People were following Him rather than them. 
 
Motivated by jealousy and 
hatred, they plotted to kill 
Jesus. Through lies and 
bribery they were able to 
get Him sentenced to death.  
The Romans, who controlled 
that area of the world, used 
crucifixion (being nailed to a 
cross) as their form of 
capital punishment (use 
piece 1). Crucifixion was a 
very painful death. The 
victim was made to lie face 
up on a wooden cross while 
large metal spikes were 
driven through his wrists and feet. The cross was then stood upright and the base 
dropped in a hole in the ground (pieces 2&3). The force of the cross hitting the bottom 
of the hole jolted the victim ripping his flesh. This is exactly what happened to Jesus. The 
Roman soldiers who crucified Him also placed a sign over His head which read, ‘This is 
the King of the Jews’ (piece 6). Although they meant it as a mockery, it was indeed true. 
Jesus was not only the King of the Jews, He was and is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 
Sometimes victims hung on the cross for hours before they died. They usually did not 
die from loss of blood but from suffocation. The weight of their bodies caused their 
chest cavities to collapse. Even in great pain, victims pushed up with their legs to get a 
breath. Eventually, soldiers broke victim’s legs using clubs, making it impossible for 
them to push up. They then suffocated. 
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On the day Jesus was put to death, 
He was crucified between two 
criminals (Luke 23:39-43. One 
criminal (piece 4)  verbally abused 
Christ and said, ‘Are You not the 
Christ? Save Yourself and us!’ Instead 
of scoffing at Jesus, the second 
criminal (piece 5) admitted that Jesus 
did not deserve to die because He 
had done nothing wrong. They, on 
the other hand, were getting what 
they deserved. The second criminal 
asked Jesus to remember him when He came in His kingdom. Because of his faith, Jesus 
told the second criminal that he would be with Him in Paradise that very day.  
 
Jesus’ death fulfilled many Old Testament prophecies. It was prophesied that He would 
die a violent death for our sins (Isaiah 53:12). His scourging and crucifixion fulfilled that 
prophecy. It was also prophesied that not 
a bone in His body would be broken 
(Psalm 34:20). When the Roman soldiers 
came to break Jesus’ legs, He was already 
dead. This was quite understandable 
considering He had been scourged earlier 
that day. Scourging was getting thirty-nine 
lashes with a whip that had multiple 
leather strands with bits of glass and 
metal attached. In addition, Jesus had also 
been up all night and made to carry His 
cross to the place of execution. Thus, 
instead of breaking His legs, the Roman 
soldiers administered what was called  
‘The Death Stroke.’ They took a spear 
(piece 7) and jabbed it under Jesus’ ribs 
and into His heart to be sure He was dead (John 19:34). If they had broken Jesus’ legs, 
prophecy would have been violated, and the Bible proved wrong. Instead, prophecy was 
fulfilled, and the Bible proved accurate. The soldiers did not know they were fulfilling 
Scripture, but they were. Also, the soldiers gambled for Jesus’ robe (pieces 8.9) 
(Matthew 27:35. This fulfilled Psalm 22:17). 
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It is interesting to note that the two criminals represent the two types of people who 
live in the world. The criminal who rejected Jesus represents all those who have rejected 
Christ through the ages.  The Bible 
says that each person is a sinner 
(Romans 3:23). This simply means we 
have all done wrong things. It also 
teaches that there is an ultimate 
penalty for sin, death (Romans 6:23). 
At death, we will all be judged for 
our sin (Hebrews 9:27). Although 
God is perfect and can’t have sin 
around Him, He does not desire that 
anyone be eternally separated from 
Him (2 Peter 3:9).  That is why He 
sent Jesus to die on the cross to pay 
the penalty for our sins (Matthew 
1:21).  But if we reject Christ like the 
first criminal, God is forced to send 
us to eternal separation from Him. God is trying to keep people out of Hell (spell “Hell” 
w/ pieces 2-9). John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 
Unfortunately, the first criminal rejected Christ and will be judged in the final judgment 
and be separated from God for eternity in Hell. From the life Jesus lived and the things 
He did, it should have been obvious to the criminal that Jesus was the Son of God. It 
certainly is obvious today. 
 
The second criminal represents 
the other group of people. They 
are those who believe Jesus is 
God’s Son. Because the second 
criminal had faith in Christ, he was 
told he would be with Him that 
day in Paradise. Through faith the 
criminal received eternal life. 
Three days after being crucified, 
Jesus rose bodily from the dead. 
There is more evidence for His 
resurrection that any other 
ancient historic event. Because he conquered death, He can and does promise eternal 
life to all who love and follow Him (spell “life” w/pieces 2-9). Through history, millions 
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have acknowledged Jesus as the Son of God hand have received God’s gift. The choice 
today is the same as it was nearly two thousand years ago. We can reject Christ and 
eventually end up in Hell, or we can receive Him and have eternal life with God in 
heaven. 
 
Have you placed your faith in Jesus and received Him as your personal Savior and Lord? 
If you have not, you must do it before you die. After death it is too late. There are no 
second chances at judgment. Believing in Jesus means believing the message of 
salvation and placing your trust in Christ: 
 

1. Admit you are a sinner (Romans 3:23) 
2. Believe that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23) 
3. Believe that at death people will die and be judged (Hebrews 9:27) 
4. Believe that God sent Jesus to die for you and that without Him you will be 

eternally separated from God (John 3:17, 18) 
5. Believe that it takes faith to be saved (John 3:16) 
6. Believe in (Trust in/put your faith in) Jesus Christ by receiving Him as personal 

Savior (the One who saves you from sin) and Lord (the One who controls your life 
(John 1:12, Rm 10:9,10). It is important to understand that believing is more than 
intellect. It is having a whole hearted commitment to Christ and then following 
Him. Remember that the demons believe and tremble (James 2:19). Demons 
believe intellectually in Jesus, but have no commitment to follow Him. They thus 
will be cast into Hell (Matthew 25:41). 

 
Do the things mentioned above express the desire of your heart? If so, why don’t you 
pray and place your trust in Christ right now? I can guide you through a prayer.  If this is 
your desire, repeat this prayer a phrase at a time in your own heart as I say it out loud. 
 

Dear Lord, I admit I am a sinner. I thank You for dying for me on the cross. I 
confess my sins and turn from them. I ask you to forgive my sins and to come into 
my life to be my Savior and Lord. I give myself to You. I believe in You and what 
You did for me. Make me the kind of person You want me to be. AMEN 

 
If you prayed this prayer and meant it, you are a child of God. You have eternal life (1 
John 5:11-13). Thank God in prayer. If you truly love God and desire to follow Him, you 
will want to know Him better. To do this you need to begin studying His Word, the Bible. 
To help you, find a church and begin attending regularly. Perhaps they have a class for 
new Christians. Also, if you don’t have a Bible, get one. Begin studying and praying 
regularly. A great place to start reading and studying is in the News Testament. Perhaps 
we could meet again soon to get you started… 


