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THANKSLIVING 
 

By Christopher R. Losey 
 
During Thanksgiving we are thankful for many things: family, friends, 
health, jobs, churches, peace...  And indeed we ought to be thankful for 
these things.  "These blessings and many more give us much to be 
thankful for." 
 
But let’s define the concept of THANKSGIVING.  The word 
THANKSGIVING  is obviously made up of two words, "THANKS" and 
"GIVING".  It means simply, giving thanks. A closely related word, 
THANKFULNESS, has been defined as "An attitude of gratitude toward 
God and others." Why should we be thankful? Because God and others 
have done so much for each one of us. When we give thanks, we 
recognize their contributions to us. Simply stated, we give thanks 
because we have received something from God or other people.  
 
Some people like to think of themselves as "self-made." We have all 
heard the phrase, "the self-made man."  People who see themselves as 
self-made might say, "I made it to where I am today through my own 
efforts and hard work. I have myself to thank for my success." It is true 
that we are to apply ourselves and do what we can to better ourselves 
but none of us is self-made. If we have a measure of success we owe it 
not only to God for the abilities He gave us but also to others who 
helped us along the way; a teacher, coach, friend, business partner, 
parents, etc.  All of us have so much to thank God and others for. 
 
Today as we investigate this topic of THANKSGIVING I want us to focus 
on four areas: 
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I.  The PURPOSE of Thanksgiving 
II. The PRIORITY of Thanksgiving 
III. The PRIVILEGE of Thanksgiving 
IV. The PRACTICE of ThanksLIVING 
 
Let's begin: 
 
The PURPOSE of Thanksgiving 
What is the purpose of giving thanks to God?  I believe it is to let God 
know that we recognize Him as the giver of every good and perfect gift.  
These gifts He has given are endless: life, health, strength, talents, 
aptitudes, intelligence, family, friends, job, home, money, homes, 
flowers, blue sky, water, sight, hearing, smell, touch, sunshine, stars, 
rain, food, warmth, clothes...  Even the clothes we wear are a gift from 
God.  He gave man the intelligence and ability to make them. 
 
James 1:17 states, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows.” (NIV) 
  
People who are not thankful, do not recognize that God is in control. If  
a person really believes that God is the source of every good and 
perfect gift, he will be a thankful person and will have a grateful heart. 
 
The PRIORITY of Thanksgiving 
Should the giving of thanks be a high priority? Let's see what the Bible 
has to say. Look at the priority of thanksgiving regarding the Levites.     
1 Chronicles 23:28-30 states: 
 

28 
The duty of the Levites was to help Aaron's descendants in the 

service of the temple of the LORD: to be in charge of the 
courtyards, the side rooms, the purification of all sacred things 
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and the performance of other duties at the house of God. 29 
They 

were in charge of the bread set out on the table, the flour for the 
grain offerings, the unleavened wafers, the baking and the mixing, 

and all measurements of quantity and size. 30 
They were also to 

stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD. They were to 
do the same in the evening. (NIV) 

 
Notice, one daily duty of the Levites was to give thanks to God. It was 
an important part of taking care of the temple just like maintaining the 
temple and making preparations for offerings.  We, too, have a temple, 
"our bodies" which includes our minds. Part of our temple maintenance 
needs to be the giving of thanks to God for all He has done for us. 
 
In the Old Testament after David built a tent for the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Ark was brought in and Levites were specifically 
appointed to minister before it. 1 Chronicles 16:4 states, “He appointed 
some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to make 
petition, to give thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel:” 
(NIV) 
  
The Levites were to pray, give thanks and praise God. Thanksgiving was 
indeed a high priority. After David assigned the Levites to perform their 
duties, he gave them a psalm of thanksgiving to God. Listen to                         
1 Chronicles 16:7-9,  
 

7 That day David first committed to Asaph and his associates this 

psalm of thanks to the LORD:   8 Give thanks to the LORD, call on 

his name; make known among the nations what he has done.  9 

Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. (NIV) 
  
In 2 Chronicles 31:2 King Hezekiah continued to give thanksgiving a high 
priority. 
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2 Hezekiah assigned the priests and Levites to divisions -- each of 
them according to their duties as priests or Levites -- to offer burnt 
offerings and fellowship offerings, to minister, to give thanks and 
to sing praises at the gates of the LORD's dwelling. (NIV) 

  
When Nehemiah rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem, he, too, gave 
thanksgiving a high priority.  Nehemiah 12:27-31 states: 
  

27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were 
sought out from where they lived and were brought to Jerusalem 
to celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs of thanksgiving and 

with the music of cymbals, harps and lyres. 28 The singers also 
were brought together from the region around Jerusalem -- from 

the villages of the Netophathites, 29 from Beth Gilgal, and from the 
area of Geba and Azmaveth, for the singers had built villages for 

themselves around Jerusalem. 30 When the priests and Levites had 
purified themselves ceremonially, they purified the people, the 

gates and the wall. 31 I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of 
the wall. I also assigned two large choirs to give thanks. One was 
to proceed on top of the wall to the right, toward the Dung Gate. 
(NIV) 

 
Notice that two choirs were assigned to give thanks! 
   
In the New Testament, the message of Thanksgiving is also clear.  
Ephesians 5:18-20 states: 

 
 

18 
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, 

be filled with the Spirit. 19 
Speak to one another with psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to 
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the Lord, 20 
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV) 
 
There is no doubt that thanksgiving is a high priority. It is not just 
something for THANKSGIVING DAY, it is to be a priority every day in 
every situation.  
 
The PRIVILEGE of Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving is not just a priority, I believe it is also a great privilege.  It 
was a privilege for certain priests to be chosen to minister before the 
ark of God.  We should also see it as a privilege that God chose us to be 
His children and to give Him thanks. 
 
Do you realize that as far as we know, man is the only creature on this 
earth that God gave the privilege of knowing Him? Animals, insects, etc. 
simply do what God designed them to do. Humans are the only 
creature (besides angels) that have the ability to have a personal 
relationship with Him. What an awesome privilege! We must never 
forget the fact God gave us this special gift. 
 
The PRACTICE of ThanksLIVING 
From what has been shared so far, it is obvious that "giving  thanks" is 
to be an important part of our lives. 
  
Let me ask a personal question. Would you say that you are a thankful 
person?  If you say, "Yes," why would you give yourself that rating?  If 
you say, "No," why would you think that way?   
 
What is it about people that marks them as having thankful hearts? For 
one thing, they don't exhibit the quality of ungratefulness. It is easy to 
spot an ungrateful person. They often complain. They never seem to be 
satisfied with anything. They sometimes complain about things that 
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don't matter.  The weather is either too hot or too cold. The food is 
either too salty or not salty enough. Ungrateful people tend to be 
overly critical.  They love to find fault. It is like the little boy who said to 
his grandparents after Christmas, "Thanks for the fire engine, it is 
almost as good as the one I wanted." 
 
Ungrateful people rarely say "thank you" to others. They feel that they 
deserve whatever good things other folks do for them.  They are happy 
to receive special gifts, meals or favors without ever writing a "thank 
you" note or saying "thanks."   
 
Thankful people are much different. They often display great joy and 
zest for life. They are quick to say "thank you." They don't tend to be 
overly critical or complain about things that aren't important. They 
have integrated thankfulness into every area of life.   
 
For the Christian thankfulness should flow out of the recognition that 
God is in control, has our best in mind, and is the giver of every good 
and perfect gift.  For the Christian THANKSGIVING should manifest itself 
in THANKSLIVING!   
 
But THANKSLIVING should go beyond a positive attitude and a heart 
that says, "Thank you." It should emulate the qualities of the God who 
is the source of the thanksgiving.  Let me explain. We are told in the 
Bible to thank God for certain things. 
 

In 1 Chronicles 16:34 we are told, "34 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good; his love endures forever." (NIV)  Here we are told to thank God 
for two things:  His goodness and His everlasting love. This command is 
repeated over and over in the Bible.   
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Psalm 7:17 states, "17 I will give thanks to the LORD because of his 
righteousness and will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High." 
(NIV)  Here we are told to thank God for His righteousness. 
  

Psalm 107:8 states, "8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing 
love and his wonderful deeds for men." (NIV)  Here we are told to give 
thanks for God's unfailing love and His wonderful deeds.  This is also 
found in verses 15, 21, and 31 of Psalm 107. 
 

Psalm 118:21 states, "21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you 
have become my salvation." (NIV)  Here we are told to thank God for 
answered prayer and salvation. 
 

Psalm 119:62 states, "62 At midnight I rise to give you thanks for your 
righteous laws. (NIV)  Here we are told to give thanks for God's 
righteous laws.  This would be none other than His Word, the Bible. 
 
Let's review what we are to be thankful for:   
 
God's goodness 
His everlasting love 
His righteousness 
His unfailing love 
His wonderful deeds 
Answered prayer 
Salvation 
His righteous laws (His Word, the Bible) 
 
Notice that these things are either attributes of God, or things that God 
has done. Why do we give thanks for these things? Because they are so 
precious! If we thank God for His goodness then we are saying that His 
goodness is of great value. Would you agree?  If so, then we need to 
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emulate His goodness. If His goodness is of value, then our goodness is 
of value, too. Not that we have any goodness in ourselves. Our 
goodness comes from God. As we allow Him to display His goodness in 
and through us as we yield to the Holy Spirit, others will see and be 
thankful. When we are good, we are a blessing to others. If we thank 
God for His goodness, we should emulate that goodness in our lives.  
We should seek to be good for God, for the sake of the gospel.  
Thanksgiving is thanking God for His goodness. Thanksliving is 
displaying that goodness in our own lives by being good to those 
around us. 
 
The same is true of God's everlasting love. It was that love that caused 
Him to send Christ. If we are thankful for His everlasting love because it 
is valuable  (and it is), then we need to seek to emulate it in our lives.  
Again, not that we can love others with agape love on our own. We 
can't! But with the Spirit living in us, we can love others. Just as other 
people are thankful for God's love, they will be thankful for ours.   
Thanksgiving is thanking God for His love. Thanksliving is living that love 
before a watching world. 
 
The same is true of God's righteousness. Is His righteousness valuable?  
Absolutely!  It is what causes Him to do righteous things for us. It 
causes Him to love holiness and hate sin. If we yield our lives to God 
and live holy lives, others will be thankful, and we will avoid the 
destruction sin brings. Thanksgiving is thanking God for His 
righteousness. Thanksliving is living righteously through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Do you see the point? If we are truly thankful for the things that the 
Bible says we ought to be thankful for, we will want the same things in 
our own lives. 
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If we are thankful for God's unfailing love, we need to demonstrate 
unfailing love to others. That love needs to cause us to forgive others 
who have wronged us.  It should cause us to be patient with those who 
need it. 
 
If we are thankful for God's wonderful deeds, we need also to be doers 
of good deeds. If we are thankful for answered prayer, we need to be 
great prayer warriors. That is THANKSLIVING. If we are thankful for our 
salvation, we need to be witnessing so that others can be thankful for 
their’s. If we are thankful for God's righteous laws, we need to be living 
according to those laws. We neeed be spending time in the Word. To 
do otherwise might lead others to believe that we weren't really that 
thankful.   
 
So how does a thankful person live? He is not only positive and has 
thanksgiving on his lips, but he demonstrates those things that he is 
thankful for: goodness, love, righteousness, good works, etc. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
What is the PURPOSE of thanksgiving? To show God that we recognize 
Him as the giver of every good and perfect gift. 
 
Should thanksgiving be a high PRIORITY? Absolutely! It was important in 
Scripture and should be in our lives as well. 
 
Is thanksgiving a PRIVILEGE? Indeed it is! We are the only creature to 
whom God gave a soul and the privilege of personal fellowship.  We 
should never take that for granted but look upon thanksgiving as a 
great privilege. 
 
How can we PRACTICE thanksgiving? We can do it through 
THANKSLIVING! We can be positive and thank God and others for what 
they have done for us. We can also live the things that we are thankful 
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for. It is one thing to give thanks. It is another to live it. May the things 
we are thankful for become part of our own lives so that people will see 
God in us, give thanks and be drawn to our wonderful Savior! 
 
Paul's words to the Thessalonians sum it up well:  
 
"1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
"16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." (NIV) 
 
Amen. 
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

 

1.  Thankfulness has been defined as, "An attitude of gratefulness toward God and others."  Do 

you agree?  Why should we be thankful to God?   To others? 

 

2.  Other than the fact that Scripture tells us to give thanks, why should we give thanks?  How 

does James 1:17 apply? 

(Ans: When we give thanks it shows God that we recognize Him as the giver of every good and 

perfect gift.) 

 

3.  What do the following verses indicate in reference to the priority of giving thanks?  In other 

words, do these verses indicate that thankfulness should be a high priority? 

 

 1 Chronicles 16:4-9 

 

 1 Chronicles 23:28-30 

 

 2 Chronicles 31:2 

 

 Nehemiah 12:27-31 

 

 Ephesians 5:18-20 

 

 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

4.  Do you look upon giving thanks as a privilege?  Explain. 

 

5.  What are some practical ways that a Christian can show a thankful heart? 

 

6.  What are the things that the following verses say we should be thankful for? 

 

 1 Chronicles 16:34 

 

 Psalm 7:17 

 

 Psalm 107:8 

 

 Psalm 118:21 

 

 Psalm 119:62 

 

7.  If we are thankful for the above mentioned things, why should we integrate them into our 

lives, i.e. live them? 

 

8.  What can you do to live a more thankful life? 


