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Foundational Principles 

Almost everyone likes to receive 

gifts. Gifts often come on special 

occasions like birthdays or 

Christmas.  It is fun giving gifts, too. 

Jesus said that it is more blessed to 

give than to receive (Ac 20:35).   

 

The greatest gift giver is God. He 

gave the gift of His Son, Jesus, to the 

whole world. Unfortunately not 

everyone wants to receive God's gift. 

For those who do receive the gift of 

salvation, God has more gifts as well. 

These are called spiritual gifts and are 

addressed in various passages of the 

Bible: Romans 12:3-8, 1 Corinthians 7:7,8, 1 Corinthians 12:1-12, 28-31, 

Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 4:10,11 and Exodus 31:1-11. We will look at all of these 

passages in future pages, but let’s begin with a few foundational principles 

regarding spiritual gifts found in the book of First Corinthians.   

 

Christians must not be unaware of spiritual gifts! 

In 1 Corinthians 12:1 the Apostle Paul said, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, 

brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.” When Christians are unaware of how 

to discover and utilize their spiritual gifts, the church cannot function to its full 

potential. Such was the case in Corinth. Instead of advancing God’s kingdom, they 

were embroiled in a myriad of problems including divisions, quarrels, jealousy, 

strife, immaturity, immorality, lawsuits and boasting. As a whole, the Corinthian 

church was unhealthy, not to mention a poor testimony to the watching world. Paul 

wrote to set them straight regarding spiritual gifts. His instruction is important to 

all believers in every generation.   

 

The Christian life is lived not only in the physical realm but also in the spiritual. 

We are drawn to God through the power of the Holy Spirit (Jn 6:55), and we walk 

(live our lives) by that same power (Gal 5:16). Part of this walk is discovering and 

exercising spiritual gifts. In 1 Corinthians 12:2,3 Paul talks a bit about the spiritual 

dimension of the Christian life, “You know that when you were pagans, you were 

led astray to the dumb idols, however you were led. Therefore I make known to 

you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus is accursed"; and no 
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one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.” Here Paul teaches the 

Corinthians that before they came to Christ they followed foolish things like idols 

which cannot see or talk. As non-Christians they said foolish and dangerous things 

like “Jesus is accursed.” In their ignorance they lived in darkness. But when they 

came to Christ, the Spirit empowered them to live in a new dimension where they 

could say with sincere conviction, “Jesus is Lord!” 

 

What are spiritual gifts? 

Spiritual gifts are just that, spiritual abilities given to Christians by God Himself 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. When a person receives Christ he is baptized 

by (1 Cor 12:13) and sealed with (Eph 1:13) the Spirit. It is the power of the Holy 

Spirit living in him that enables him to receive and utilize his spiritual gifts. 

 

Spiritual gifts are not to be confused with natural talents. Playing the piano, 

singing, throwing a football, or speaking in public are skills that God gives certain 

people including non-Christians, but they are not spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts are 

abilities that the Holy Spirit gives to people when they become Christians. There is 

no doubt that Christians need to develop their spiritual gifts, but there also is no 

question that the gifts come directly from God. 

 

Regarding spiritual gifts the Apostle Paul makes some interesting observations in 1 

Corinthians 12:4-6, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And 

there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. And there are varieties of 

effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.” According to these 

verses there are varieties of gifts. The Greek word for gifts is charisma and means 

a divine gratuity or spiritual endowment from God. Charisma is not given on a 

person’s merit but by God’s gracious choice. The point is, there are quite a few 

different spiritual gifts (varieties of gifts), and God by His grace (charis) is the 

giver of them all! 

 

In addition there are varieties of ministries. The word for ministries is diakonia, 

which means service or ministry. It is the word used for deacons, those who are 

appointed to minister or serve in the church (Ac 6:1-6, 1 Tm 3:8-10). What Paul is 

saying is that each spiritual gift can be used in a variety of different ways. For 

example the spiritual gift of teaching can be used at home with children, in the 

church with teens, in a weekday Bible study with adults, or in a myriad of other 

settings. 

 

Also, there are varieties of effects. The word for effect is energema and means an 

effect or an effective operation. In other words, not only can spiritual gifts be used 
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in a variety of different ministries but they will render a variety of different effects. 

For example, if Bill uses his spiritual gift of teaching in a home Bible study, he 

may find that some of those attending are radically changed, while others are 

relatively unmoved. A person cannot predict what effect his spiritual gift will have 

on those to whom he ministers. He must simply minister his gift and leave the 

results to God who works all things in all persons. 

 

Also notice how the Trinity is mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, “Now there are 

varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the 

same Lord. And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all 

things in all persons.” The Spirit (The Holy Spirit), the Lord (Jesus Christ) and 

God (God the Father) are all at work in the ministry of spiritual gifts! 

 

The purpose of spiritual gifts  

The purpose of spiritual gifts is to edify the church. Listen to Paul’s words in 1 

Corinthians 12:7, “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good.” You may ask, “For the common good of what or whom?” For the 

common good of Christ’s body, the church! God gives each person different 

spiritual gifts in order that the whole body of believers can benefit. If a person has 

a spiritual gift but fails to use it, he is hurting the church. For example, if a person 

has the gift of teaching but never teaches, there will be those who will not be 

taught. 

 

In like manner, if a person uses his spiritual gift to glorify himself, he is also 

missing the mark. For example, I have personally seen those who claim to have the 

gift of prophecy stand up in church and bring a word supposedly from the Lord, 

and do it in a way that seems awkward, bizarre, and self-centered. It’s as if they 

have a need to draw attention to themselves. I doubt if such episodes are a true 

working of the Spirit. More likely they are the emotional outbursts of people who 

desire to be in the limelight. Other pastors I have talked with have seen similar 

abuses of spiritual gifts.   

 

Who decides who gets what gifts? 

The Holy Spirit is the one who decides who gets what spiritual gifts, “But one and 

the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as 

He wills” (1 Cor 12:11). It is up to the Spirit, not us, as to what gifts we receive. 

God gives the gifts just as He desires. He knows what is best for the church and for 

each of us as we minister for Him.    
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Even though God gives spiritual gifts just as He wills, it is not wrong for Christians 

to desire certain gifts. 1 Corinthians 14:1 states, “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly 

spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.” Believers may earnestly 

desire spiritual gifts and even desire specific gifts (like prophecy), but this does not 

mean that God will give them exactly what they want. However, since believers 

know that they will be given at least one gift, they can earnestly desire to discover 

and use that gift.  

 

No matter what spiritual gifts Christians receive, they are to pursue love, because 

love helps maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, “I, therefore, the 

prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with 

which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 

showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:1-3). 

 

Because all people are sinners, it is easy for Christians with certain gifts to think 

they are a cut above the rest. This is faulty, arrogant thinking that causes division.  

It is love coupled with the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22 – love joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control) that allows the gifts 

of the Spirit to be used in a way that builds the church rather than divides it.  

 

The importance of all spiritual gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:14-22 shows the importance of every member in the body of 

Christ. As members of the body of Christ, we all have different gifts and perform 

different ministries, but we all are important, “For the body is not one member, but 

many. If the foot says, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is 

not for this reason any the less a part of the body. And if the ear says, ‘Because I 

am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the less a 

part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 

whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But now God has placed 

the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. If they were all one 

member, where would the body be? But now there are many members, but one 

body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’; or again the 

head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the contrary, it is much truer that the 

members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.”  The point is clear, 

every person and every spiritual gift in the body of Christ is important. 

 

Spiritual gifts and spiritual maturity 

The possession of spiritual gifts is not necessarily a sign of spiritual maturity. 

Some people have the false assumption that the more spiritual gifts a person or 



9 
 

church has, the more mature that person or church is. This simply is not true. The 

church at Corinth and the individual church members were living proof that the 

possession of numerous spiritual gifts does not equal spiritual maturity. The 

apostle Paul told the Corinthians that they were enriched in all speech and 

knowledge, not lacking in any spiritual gift, “I thank my God always concerning 

you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything 

you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony 

concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, 

awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall also confirm 

you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:4-8). Even 

so, the church members at Corinth were grossly immature. As mentioned before, 

they were embroiled in a myriad of problems including divisions, quarrels, 

jealousy, strife, immaturity, immorality, lawsuits and boasting. Because of all the 

problems, Paul said, “And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, 

but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid 

food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 

for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you 

not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?” (1 Cor 3:1-3). 

 

The answer to Paul’s last question (are you not walking like mere men?) is an 

emphatic YES! The Corinthians were immature Christians who walked as mere 

men rather than Spirit-empowered children of God! 

 

All believers have spiritual gifts. Some Christians have more gifts than others. 

Each person must carefully use his or her gift/s in a way that builds up others. 

Again, it is the display of the fruit of the Spirit that is the clear mark of maturity,  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Now 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us not become 

boastful, challenging one another, envying one another” (Gal 5:22-26). May we 

diligently display the fruit of the Spirit so that the gifts of the Spirit are not 

hindered! 

 

How Christians are to view themselves regarding spiritual gifts 

Romans 12:3-5 states, “For through the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think 

so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. For 

just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the 

same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
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members one of another.”  Here Paul is saying that we must not have an inflated 

opinion of ourselves. Instead we should have sound judgment realizing that every 

Christian in the body of Christ has been given one or more spiritual gifts. Each gift 

is important and has a function within the church. We are interconnected with all 

Christians and should work together for the common good. 

 

The importance of using spiritual gifts 

Romans 12:6-8 states, “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given 

to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the 

proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his 

teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he 

who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” Here Paul 

stresses the importance of using our spiritual gifts, and then lists a number of gifts 

as examples. If we fail to utilize our spiritual gifts we hinder the church much like 

a limb of the body that fails to carry out its function. We must never forget that 

every gift is important, and every gift must be used in order for the church to move 

forward in a healthy manner. 

 

Spiritual gifts 
Spiritual gifts are addressed in a number of 

different passages:  Romans 12:6-8, 1 

Corinthians 7:7,8, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11,                          

1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 

4:10,11 and Exodus 31:1-11.   

 

Romans 12:6-8 states “And since we have 

gifts that differ according to the grace given 

to us, {let each exercise them accordingly} if 

prophecy, according to the proportion of his 

faith; if service, in his serving; or he who 

teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, 

in his exhortation; he who gives, with 

liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he 

who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” 

 

1 Corinthians 7:7,8 states, “Yet I wish that all 

men were even as I myself am. However, 

each man has his own gift from God, one in 

this manner, and another in that. But I say to 
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the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.” The 

gift that seems to be addressed here is celibacy. More about that later. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 gives another list of gifts, “But to each one is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given the word of 

wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of  knowledge according to the 

same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by 

the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, 

and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another {various} kinds of tongues, 

and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all 

these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28 also mentions a number appointed offices and spiritual gifts, 

“And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various 

kinds of tongues.” 

 

Ephesians 4:11 lists more gifts and the gifted people given by God to build the 

church. “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers.”  

 

1 Peter 4:10,11 mentions two gifts: speaking (prophecy) and serving, “As each one 

has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of 

the manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the 

utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God 

supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 

belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

Some scholars believe that craftsmanship mentioned in the Old Testament should 

be on the list of spiritual gifts, “Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘See, I 

have called by name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 

And I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in 

knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, to make artistic designs for work in 

gold, in silver, and in bronze, and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the 

carving of wood, that he may work in all {kinds of} craftsmanship. And behold, I 

Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of 

Dan; and in the hearts of all who are skillful I have put skill, that they may make 

all that I have commanded you…” (Exodus 31:1-11). 
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Because not all gifts are mentioned in each list, and because some gifts are 

mentioned individually in Scripture, some theologians think that the lists are 

representative of the type of gifts the Spirit gives. They say there may be other 

gifts as well. It is my conviction that only the gifts specifically mentioned in the 

Bible are valid. To go beyond Scripture is to speculate, which in my view is a very 

dangerous endeavor. 

 

Here is an alphabetic listing of the gifts. It seems that leadership and 

administrations are the same gift. This is also true of service and helps.  

 

Apostleship………………………… 1 Cor 12:28-30, Eph 4:11 

Celibacy............................................. 1 Cor 7:7 

Craftsmanship.................................. Ex 3:1-11 

Discernment (Distinguishing of Spirits)... 1 Cor 12:10 

Evangelism........................................ Eph 4:11 

Exhortation....................................... Rm 12:8 

Faith.................................................. 1 Cor 12:9 

Giving................................................ Rm 12:8 

Healing.............................................. 1 Cor 12:9, 28 

Leadership (Administrations)...… Rm 12:8, 1 Cor 12:28  

Mercy................................................ Rm 12:8 

Miracles............................................ 1 Cor 12:10,28 

Pastor-Teacher.…………………...   Eph 4:11 

Prophecy (Speaking)........................ Rm 12:6, 1 Cor 12:10, 1 Pt 4:10 

Service (Helps)................................. Rm 12:7, 1 Cor 12:28, 1 Pt 4:10 

Teaching........................................... Rm 12:7 

Tongues............................................ 1 Cor 12:11, 28 

Tongues Interpretation………..… 1 Cor 12:11 

Word of Knowledge…………....... 1 Cor 12:8 

Word of Wisdom............................. 1 Cor 12:8 
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Categories of Gifts 
The spiritual gifts can be categorized into three major areas: 

 

Speaking Gifts 

Evangelism – Eph 4:11  

Exhortation – Rm 12:8 

Prophecy – Rm 12:6, 1 Cor 12:10, 1 Pet 4:11  

Teaching – Rm 12:7  

Word of Knowledge – 1 Cor 12:8  

Word of Wisdom – 1 Cor 12:8 
 

Serving Gifts 

Apostleship – 1 Cor 12:28, Eph 4:11 

Celibacy – 1 Cor 7:7  

Craftsmanship – Ex 3:1-11 

Discernment (Distinguishing of Spirits) – 1 Cor 12:10  

Faith – 1 Cor 12:9  

Giving – Rm 12:8  

Leadership (Administrations) – Rm 12:8, 1 Cor 12:28  

Mercy – Rm 12:8 

Pastoring – Eph 4:11 

Service (Helps) – Rm 12:7,1 Cor 12:28, 1 Pet 4:11 
 

Sign Gifts 

Healings – 1 Cor 12:9, 28  

Miracles – 1 Cor 12:10  

Tongues – 1 Cor 12:11,28 

Interpretation of Tongues – 1 Cor 12:11. 
 

The categories are self-explanatory. Speaking gifts are those that deal 
with speaking. The serving gifts are those that deal primarily with 

serving. The sign gifts are miraculous gifts.  
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Explanation of the Various Gifts 
Here is an explanation of the various gifts by category. 

 

Speaking Gifts  
 

Evangelism  
Ephesians 4:11 addresses the spiritual gift of evangelism, “And He gave some as 

apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 

teachers.”  

 

The word evangelist is from the Greek word euaggelizo meaning “to announce 

good news.” Those who possess the gift of evangelism have a burning desire to see 

lost people get saved. As lost people come to Christ, the church grows and God is 

glorified. 

 

Peter is an example of someone in the early church who had the gift of evangelism. 

On the day of Pentecost (Ac 2) when the Holy Spirit poured out spiritual gifts upon 

the church, Peter stood up and preached a powerful gospel message (Ac 2:14-41) 

resulting in three thousand people placing their faith in Christ! Philip, another 

apostle, also possessed the gift of evangelism. When severe persecution started  

(Ac 8:1), he left Jerusalem and preached the gospel in other areas. Many people 

came to Christ through his ministry (Ac 8:4-12). Acts 21:8 refers to Philip as 

“Philip the evangelist.”   

 

Today, the gift of evangelism is not limited to church leaders. God gives the gift to 

a wide variety of Christians.  

 

The gift of evangelism is the Spirit-enabled ability to share the good news of 

Christ with others, often resulting in their salvation.  

 

All Christians are called to evangelize (Acts 1:8) but not all possess the gift of 

evangelism. Those with the gift are especially effective in reaching the lost. They 

may share in a group or one-on-one setting.  

 

Do you have a burden for those who don’t know Christ? Have you had a measure 

of success in reaching them with the gospel? Are you excited about attending 

outreach meetings? Do you like to carry salvation tracts in your pocket and give 

them away? Are you willing to step out of your comfort zone to share your faith? 

If so, you probably have the spiritual gift of evangelism.  
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Remember, even if you don’t have the gift, you are still called to share your faith. 

If you want to get more excited about sharing, talk to someone with the gift! 

 

Exhortation 
The gift of exhortation is found in Romans 12:8, 

“Or he who exhorts, in his exhortation...” The word 

exhortation is the Greek word paraklesis which 

comes from two words para meaning alongside, and 

kaleo meaning to call. It is the same root word used 

for the Holy Spirit (Paraklete) who is our Comforter 

and Guide. Paraklesis carries the idea of one person 

being called alongside another to give 

encouragement, comfort, solace, entreaty, counsel or 

admonition. The gift of exhortation thus has two emphases. One focuses on 

comforting and encouraging the hurting, while the other centers on counseling and 

admonishing those who need guidance or direction.   

 

The spiritual gift of exhortation is the Spirit-enabled ability to come alongside 

others to comfort and encourage them, or to counsel and admonish them, as 

needed. 

 

It is interesting how Webster’s dictionary defines exhort, “to urge or incite by 

strong appeal or argument.”  This seems to capture the second emphasis of 

paraklesis, but not the first.   

 

In Acts 14:19-22, Paul used his gift of exhortation to encourage new Christians to 

press on, “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the 

multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be 

dead. But while the disciples stood around him, he arose and entered the city. And 

the next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe. And after they had preached 

the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 

Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them 

to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the 

kingdom of God." 

 

After hearing that Paul had been stoned and left for dead, it is likely the new 

Christians in the area were a bit discouraged and fearful. Paul’s miraculous 

recovery certainly ministered to their hearts, but his words brought even more 

encouragement.   
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Notice that Paul did not candy-coat his message. He plainly told the Christians 

about tribulations being part of Christian living. This was much like his words to 

Timothy, “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted” (2 Tim 3:12). This truth is both sobering and encouraging. A person 

being persecuted can know that his trials are not beyond the will of God.   

 

Paul captures the second emphasis of paraklesis in Romans 12:1,2, “I urge you 

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” The word for urge in verse one is the word parakaleo. Paul is not 

comforting the Christians at Rome, but instead challenging them to become living 

sacrifices. Paul knew that some of the Romans needed a little extra prodding.  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 captures the full nature of exhortation, “just as you know 

how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father 

would his own children, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who 

calls you into His own kingdom and glory.” In these verses the apostle Paul uses 

three different words that capture the essence of exhortation: exhorting (paraklesis 

- to exhort), encouraging (paramuheomai - to comfort), and imploring 

(marturomai - to exhort solemnly). The believers in Thessalonica needed every 

aspect of exhortation to help them live vibrant Christian lives. 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 instructs all Christians to exhort one another, “and let us 

consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our 

own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another and 

all the more, as you see the day drawing near.” 

 

Although all Christians are to be involved in exhortation, there are some who God 

has specifically gifted in this area.  

 

Today there are many folks in the church who need exhorting. Some need to be 

encouraged and comforted: the sick, widows and widowers, folks with long-term 

illnesses, shut-ins, those going through family crisis, people who have lost loved 

ones, disabled folks, those who have lost a job, lonely and depressed people, those 

suffering burn-out at work or in ministry, and stressed-out people. Others need to 

be admonished and challenged: those who are coasting in their faith, those looking 

for direction and guidance, those needing a little extra push to get moving, and 
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those requiring a challenge toward greater ministry. The application of exhortation 

is endless.  

 

Paul states in Roman’s 12:8 that those with this gift need to be sure they use it, “he 

who exhorts, in his exhortation.” If you have the gift, keep your eyes open for 

those who need your encouragement or counsel, and then humbly yet boldly go to 

them and minister in love. 

 

Do you enjoy coming alongside others and giving a word of encouragement or 

challenge? Does God direct you to certain people? Do people seek your 

encouragement and advice? Do they receive your words and feel uplifted by your 

counsel? Do you feel energized when you encourage others? If so, you probably 

have the gift of exhortation.  

 

Prophecy  
Romans 12:6 identifies the spiritual gift of prophecy, “Since we have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them 

accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith.” 

 

During New Testament times Prophets foretold the future, and also forthtold God’s 

Word. Foretelling refers to predicting future events. Forthtelling refers to 

proclaiming God’s truth.  

 

In Acts 11:27,28 the prophet, Agabus, predicted a future famine. “Now at this time 

some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named 

Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a 

great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius.” 

 

In Acts 21:10,11 Agabus foretold Paul’s future persecution at the hands of the 

Gentiles, “And as we were staying there for some days, a certain prophet named 

Agabus came down from Judea. And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound 

his own feet and hands, and said, ‘This is what the Holy Spirit says: “In this way 

the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into 

the hands of the Gentiles.”’” 

 

John the Baptist was a prophet (Matthew 11:9) who foretold of the coming of 

Christ, and called people to repent. Although he prophesied during the time of 

Christ, he was put to death before the founding of the church. It is thus clear then 

that the Holy Spirit was working prophetically through God’s people even before 

spiritual gifts were given to the church. 
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Just like apostles, prophets were called foundational to the early church (Eph 

2:19,20). Because of the foundational nature of the prophetic office, many 

scholars believe that their office has ceased. With the closing of the canon of 

Scripture, many scholars also believe that the predictive half of the prophetic gift 

has ceased. They say that the Bible contains all the truth and prophecies of future 

events that God’s people need to know. After all, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 states that 

God’s Word contains all the truth we need to do everything God calls us to do, 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work.” 

  

In the early church several people with the gift of prophecy might stand up during 

church meetings to teach the congregation God’s Word as He revealed it to them. 

Now that we have the completed Bible, no new biblical truth is being revealed. 

That is not to say that God cannot reveal things to our minds through the power of 

the Holy Spirit. Certainly He prompts Christians every day to do certain things and 

not do others, but He is not revealing new truth that is to be included in the closed 

canon of Scripture. In fact, Revelation 22:18-19 gives a strong warning to anyone 

who might add or take away from God’s revealed truth, “I testify to everyone who 

hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall 

add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away 

from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 

tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.”Although these 

words are addressed to those who might tamper with the book of Revelation, it is 

safe to say that the words apply to anyone who might add or subtract from any part 

of Scripture.   

 

The forthtelling part of prophecy (the preaching of God’s Word), is active today. It 

is what pastors do in their churches when they preach. They speak forth God’s 

already-revealed Word from the Bible. This forthtelling is used by the Holy Spirit 

to minister to the body of Christ. It is precisely the aspect of prophecy that Paul 

had in mind in 1 Corinthians 14:1-4, “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual 

gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. For one who speaks in a tongue does 

not speak to men, but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks 

mysteries. But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation 

and consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who 

prophesies edifies the church.” 
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The present-day gift of prophecy is the Spirit-enabled ability to proclaim 

God’s truth so that others are edified, exhorted or consoled.  

 

Edification builds people in their faith. Exhortation either brings encouragement or 

stirs people to action. Consolation focuses on comfort. It is important to note that 

the prophetic gift is not limited to pastors, but may be exercised by many within 

the church body.  

 

Do you enjoy taking God’s Word and preaching it to groups of people to edify, 

exhort or console them? Do people respond positively to your message? If so, you 

probably have the gift of prophecy.  

 

Teaching 

Romans 12:6,7 addresses the spiritual gift of 

teaching, “Since we have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us, each of us 

is to exercise them accordingly: … he who 

teaches, in his teaching.” 

 

The Greek word for teach is didasko that 

comes from the root word dao meaning to 

learn. Teachers are those who help others 

learn.  

 

The spiritual gift of teaching is the Spirit enabled-ability to study God’s Word 

and present it in a clear way so that others learn its content and have their 

lives changed.  

 

Teachers take various concepts from God’s Word, study them and share the truth 

in a teaching setting in relevant and creative ways that connect with those they 

teach. Teachers enjoy digging into the Word and making it practical. They have the 

ability to extract nuggets of truth and apply them to everyday life. Those who hear 

their teaching recognize their gifting and are blessed. Those who teach may enjoy 

working with children or adults in group or individual settings.  

 

If a person becomes a teacher in the church, but lacks the gift of teaching, his or 

her class sessions or studies may be dull and boring. Those with the gift often hold 

the attention of their students. They may teach Sunday school, Children’s Church, 

lead a Bible study, facilitate a care group, teach from the pulpit, or use their 

teaching gift in other relevant ways. 
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Do you enjoy studying God’s Word and sharing it with others in interesting and 

creative ways?  Do people respond positively to your teaching? Are lives changed? 

If so, you probably have the spiritual gift of teaching. 

 

Word of Knowledge  
The spiritual gift of the word of knowledge is found in 1 Corinthians 12:7-10, 

“But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For 

to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit…”  

 

The phrase the word of knowledge is logos gnosis in Greek. Logos means word 

and gnosis means knowledge. Notice that the gift is referred to as the word of 

knowledge. It implies communication.  

 

The gift of the word of knowledge is the Spirit-enabled ability to hear, 

understand, and communicate special knowledge from God.  

 

Acts 5:1-11 records an event in the early church where God revealed a word of 

knowledge to the apostle, Peter, about the lie of Ananias and Sapphira. You may 

remember the account, “But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a 

piece of property, and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife's full 

knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter 

said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep 

back some of the price of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain 

your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you 

have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.’ And 

as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and great fear 

came over all who heard of it. The young men got up and covered him up, and 

after carrying him out, they buried him. Now there elapsed an interval of about 

three hours, and his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. And Peter 

responded to her, ‘Tell me whether you sold the land for such and such a price?’ 

And she said, ‘Yes, that was the price.’ Then Peter said to her, ‘Why is it that you 

have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Behold, the feet of 

those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out as 

well.’ And immediately she fell at his feet and breathed her last, and the young men 

came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her 

husband. And great fear came over the whole church, and over all who heard of 

these things.”  
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The implication in the passage is that Ananias presented the proceeds of the land 

sale, confident that no one knew he was holding back some of the funds. It wasn’t 

a problem that he held back the funds, it was a problem that he lied about it. The 

funds had been his to keep or give as he saw fit. The Holy Spirit revealed the lie to 

Peter, who spoke a word of knowledge and confronted Ananias (and later 

Sapphira). Remarkably, the Spirit killed both Ananias and Sapphira for their sin as 

a clear statement about the importance of telling the truth before God. Although 

the initial loss of Ananias and his wife reduced the size of the church, it 

undoubtedly helped others be more truthful, thus helping the church grow in the 

long-run. 

 

God also revealed words of knowledge (truth) to the writers of Scripture who 

communicated those messages to the church. This truth has become our current-

day Bible. Now that the Bible is finished, God blesses some believers with the 

special ability to comb its pages and pull together God’s knowledge on various 

topics so that other Christians can clearly understand the meaning. Scholars who 

write biblical commentaries are gifted with the word of knowledge. They don’t add 

to God’s finished revelation (the Bible), they simply help others understand it.  

 

Does God reveal knowledge today outside of the Bible that He wants to 

communicate to others. Yes! He may prompt us to share knowledge with a brother 

or sister in Christ. For example a Christian friend of mine related an incident that 

happened to him during Bible College. He was at the campus library working at a 

computer when the power in the building went off. As he sat in semi-darkness 

waiting for the power to come on, he felt prompted to share something with a 

person in a nearby cubicle. He felt God reveal to him that the student’s name was 

Mark, and that Mark was to go on a mission trip to South Africa the following 

summer. My friend had never met Mark and did not know his name. He promptly 

dismissed the prompting. As he continued to wait for the power to come on, the 

prompting came again, but this time even stronger. He continued to resist. The 

prompting came a third time and was so clear that he turned and looked at the 

person in the adjacent cubicle. As he turned, the person also turned toward him and 

said, “Are you supposed to share something with me.” My friend sheepishly asked, 

“Is your name Mark?” The man said yes. My friend continued, “I know this sounds 

strange, but I felt prompted that your name was Mark, and that I was to tell you 

that you are supposed to go on a mission trip to South Africa this coming 

summer.” Mark was stunned, and said he had been thinking about going on such a 

trip, but hadn’t made up his mind. He now felt sure he should go. 
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I believe that I recently witnessed an example of a word of knowledge at church. I 

was in a room talking with a friend. A third person was also present in the room, 

but not part of the conversation. I said to my friend, “I am really excited about 

what you shared with the group this evening.” (The person had shared some 

exciting news about his marriage). My friend then responded and said that the 

incident in his marriage had set his marriage free. Without hesitation, the third 

person in the room (who was not part of the conversation, but who obviously 

overheard our words) said, “John 8:32 states, ‘and you will know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free.’ John 6:32 states, ‘So if the Son makes you free, you will 

be free indeed.’” My friend listened to these two verses and readily agreed. He 

said that indeed God has set his marriage free from a lot of its earlier problems. I 

believe he had just received a word of knowledge from the third person who 

obediently shared it without hesitation. 

 

It is critical to know that God never gives a word of knowledge that contradicts the 

Bible. If a person senses that God is telling him to do something contrary to the 

truth of Scripture, he is mistaken. He may be getting a prompting, but it isn’t from 

God. For example, if a person feels he is supposed to tell someone to steal, kill 

another person, or do anything immoral, he can know that God is not the source of 

the message.  

 

Does the Spirit sometimes reveal knowledge to you and prompt you to share it 

with others? Is your sharing received by others? Do you enjoy combing the pages 

of Scripture and pulling together truth on various topics so that others can 

understand God’s message? If so, you likely have the spiritual gift of the word of 

knowledge. 

 

Word of Wisdom (Wisdom) 
The gift of the word of wisdom is found in 1 Corinthians 12:7-10, “But to each 

one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is 

given the word of wisdom through the Spirit…” 

 

Like the word of knowledge, the word of wisdom involves communication. The 

Greek word for wisdom is sophia from which we get our English word 

sophisticated. While a word of knowledge communicates knowledge into the lives 

of others, a word of wisdom communicates God’s wisdom. Knowledge focuses 

primarily on understanding God’s truth. Wisdom focuses on applying truth to life.  

 

The gift of the word of wisdom is the Spirit-enabled ability to speak wisdom 

into various situations or circumstances.  
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Here are some examples: 

 

- A church board discusses an important decision that the church must make. 

The board has discussed the situation on more than one occasion without a 

definitive course of action. One night in prayer, one board member senses 

the Holy Spirit giving him insight into the situation. He subsequently shares 

his thoughts and other board members are struck with the wisdom of his 

words. They apply his ideas with positive results.  

 

- A family struggles about what to do with an unruly child. Nothing they do 

seems to work. The mother calls a friend who often gives wise counsel. As 

she talks with her friend, the friend feels prompted to share a discipline 

technique based on Scripture that worked when she and her husband had an 

unruly child. She shares the technique and the mother responds positively. 

The mother tries the technique with her own child and it works. 

 

- Two people have been meeting in a mentoring relationship. One has had 

little victory in his personal quiet time with God. As the other person prays, 

he is prompted to share some ideas that he believes will help his friend. He 

subsequently shares his thoughts, and his friend feels blessed by the advice. 

The friend implements the suggestions with great success. 

  

Christian counselors often give helpful words of wisdom. They listen carefully to 

people’s problems, and God helps them give wise counsel.  

 

Even though all Christians are to seek wisdom (James1:5), not all have the gift   

gift of the word of wisdom.  

 

Do you share wise words with others? Does your life exhibit wisdom? Do people 

seek your counsel? Are you able to give practical ideas that help people apply truth 

to life? If so, you probably have the spiritual gift of the word of wisdom. 

 

ServingGifts 
 

Apostleship 
Apostleship is addressed in First Corinthians chapter twelve, a chapter entirely 

devoted to spiritual gifts. The spiritual gift of apostleship is mentioned in verses 

twenty-eight to thirty-one, “And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, 



24 
 

second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 

administrations, various kinds of tongues. All are not apostles, are they… but 

earnestly desire the greater gifts…”  

 

The word apostle means sent one. It comes from two Greek words apa meaning 

away from and stello meaning to send. An apostle is thus one sent out or away to 

do a particular task. An apostle is different than a disciple. The word disciple 

means learner. A disciple sits at the Master’s feet and learns from Him. After he 

has learned enough, he is sent out as an apostle. 

 

You may remember that Jesus appointed His disciples as apostles and sent them 

out, “Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of 

sickness. Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his 

brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 

the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one 

who betrayed Him. These twelve Jesus sent out…” (Mt 10:1-5). 

 

Up to the point of their commissioning, the disciples had been learners. Now they 

were being sent out as apostles to share the gospel and to minister to others. 

 

Even though the appointment of the disciples took place prior to the start of the 

church and the coming of the Holy Spirit, Jesus gave His disciples special 

authority through the power of the Holy Spirit when He appointed them (Mt 10:1). 

After Judas (one of the original twelve apostles) betrayed Jesus and committed 

suicide, a new apostle, Matthias, was chosen to take his place (Ac 1:26).  

 

At the start of the church age in the book of Acts, the apostles declared God's 

Word, and verified it through signs, wonders and other miracles. Acts 5:12 states, 

“And at the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place 

among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon's portico.”  

Paul (another apostle) stated, “The signs of a true apostle were performed among 

you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles” 2 Cor. 12:12.  

 

As the church moved forward there were other apostles as well: Paul (Rom 1:1), 

Philip (Ac 8:5,6), Paul and Barnabas (Ac 14:14), Silvanus (Silas) and Timothy     

(1 Thes 1:1 and 2:6), and Andronicus and Junias (Rom 16:7). 
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Since the written New Testament was not yet completed at the start of the Church 

Age, apostles shared the Word of God and then confirmed it through miracles.  

 

In the first century, idol worship and erroneous religious practices were rampant, 

and the apostles helped the early church know what was true and what was false. 

The book of Acts (The Acts of the Apostles) tells the story.  

 

Today, in one sense, all Christians are sent ones, apostles with a little “a.”  We all 

should go forth and share the good news as we serve Christ in our neighborhoods, 

workplaces and schools. All of us have been sent on an important mission – to 

spread the gospel across the planet. But the question arises, “Is the apostolic office 

still in existence today?”  Some say yes, others no.  

 

Ephesians 2:19,20 says that the church was built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets. Those who say that the gift of apostleship has ceased, say  

we don’t need to keep building the foundation. We now need to build the building! 

They argue that since we now have the completed Bible, we can test any religious 

practice against the truth contained in its pages. Thus, we don’t need apostles 

revealing new truth and doing signs and wonders to confirm it. If a practice 

contradicts Scripture, it is not from God. It is that simple! 

 

Those who argue that the gift of apostleship is still valid say that although the 

initial office of the Twelve Apostles has ceased, God is still in the business of 

sending out people to start new ministries and churches. These people are not on a 

par with the original twelve Apostles, but they do have the gift of apostleship in a 

secondary sense.  

 

In his book, Body Life, the late Ray Stedman wrote, “The apostolic gift is still 

being given today, though in a secondary sense. There is no new truth to be added 

to the Scriptures, but the body of truth which we have is to be taken by those who 

have an apostolic gift and imparted to new churches wherever they may begin. It is 

part of the apostolic gift to start new churches. We call those who do this ‘pioneer 

missionaries’ today. Through the course of church history there have been many 

such secondary apostles, as Adoniram Judson in Burma, William Carey in India, 

Hudson Taylor in China, etc. These were men who had the apostolic gift and were 

made responsible for imparting the whole faith to new churches.”
1
    

 

 
1
Ray Stedman, Body Life, (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1972) 72 
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Thus, the gift of apostleship is the Spirit-enabled ability to start and oversee 

new churches, or to start and oversee new mission works or ministries beyond 

the local church.  

  

People like the late Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, and the 

late Dawson Trotman, the founder of The Navigators, had the apostolic gift. They 

started ministry organizations that are still being used mightily for God’s kingdom. 

 

Do you have a desire to plant a new church or do pioneer mission work around the 

world? Do you desire to start a new ministry beyond the church and to oversee it 

for the glory of God? If so, you likely have the gift of apostleship. 

 

Celibacy 
Another spiritual gift is the gift of celibacy. In 1 Corinthians 7:7,8 the apostle Paul 

states, “Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has 

his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that. But I say to the 

unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.” 

 

In this passage, Paul speaks of remaining single. According to the passage there are 

those who have received this gift from God. The word for gift in 1 Corinthians 7:7 

is charisma, the same word used for spiritual gifts.  

 

In Matthew 19:3-12 Jesus supports the idea of celibacy being a spiritual gift. Some 

Pharisees came to Him and asked whether it was lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife for any cause. Jesus explained that God the Father had created marriage to last 

a lifetime. The Pharisees then asked why God allowed certificates of divorce 

during the time of Moses. Jesus explained that it was because of the hardness of 

people’s hearts. God never intended for married people to get divorced. The only 

exception was for the cause of adultery. Jesus’ disciples then replied that it would 

be better for a person never to marry than to face the possibility of committing 

adultery if a marriage ended in divorce. Listen to the exchange between Jesus and 

the disciples in Matthew 19:9-12, “And I say to you, ‘whoever divorces his wife, 

except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.’ The 

disciples said to Him, ‘If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is 

better not to marry.’ But He said to them, ‘Not all men can accept this statement, 

but only those to whom it has been given. For there are eunuchs who were born 

that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who were made 

eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the 

sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it.’” 
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Notice the passage mentions that not all men are to remain single but only those to 

whom singleness has been given. Jesus then says that some people are born 

eunuchs, some are made eunuchs, and some make themselves eunuchs for the sake 

of the kingdom of heaven.   

 

A eunuch was an emasculated person or by extension an impotent or unmarried 

person. In ancient times men were emasculated in order to be superintendents 

(known as chamberlains) of royal bed chambers. If a man was emasculated, there 

would be no danger of him sleeping with the queen or other members of the royal 

family. The word eunuch comes from the Greek word eune meaning bed.    

  

In Matthew chapter nineteen Jesus says that some people are born impotent, some 

(like chamberlains) are made eunuchs, and some choose to live as eunuchs (i.e. 

single) for the sake of the kingdom of God.  

 

The gift of celibacy is thus the Spirit-enabled ability to remain single for the 

sake of the kingdom of God. 

 

Some people ask, “Why is celibacy a spiritual gift? Isn’t the purpose of spiritual 

gifts to enhance the whole church? Does celibacy achieve this purpose?” The 

answer to the last question is an emphatic, “Yes!” Celibacy is a spiritual gift 

because it can be used by the possessor to build the body of Christ. The person can 

remain single in order to give more time to the things of God.  

 

Paul’s words in First Corinthians chapter seven compliment Jesus’ words in 

Matthew chapter nineteen. In First Corinthians chapter seven Paul talks about man-

woman relationships. He discusses the benefit of people remaining single so they 

can devote themselves fully to God. Paul believes that since Christ could come 

back at any time, single people should remain single. It is not a sin if they marry, 

especially if they desire to get married (it is better to marry than to burn in lust for 

the opposite sex - 1 Cor 7:9), but there are those people who should remain single 

in order to focus on their personal holiness and ministry. If a person thinks he 

should remain single, Paul sees it as a good thing. By choosing to be celibate, a 

person is choosing the gift of celibacy that God has given.   

 

People should not be forced to be celibate, but there are those to whom this gift has 

been given. Some people are suspicious of single people in the church, fearing that 

they may be gay or lesbian. Although this is always a possibility, the exceedingly 

greater probability is that they are still looking for a wife or husband, or perhaps 

have the gift of celibacy. 
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Are you single, and do you desire to remain single so you can totally devote 

yourself to God’s work? If so, you probably have the gift of celibacy. 

 

Craftsmanship 
Another gift sometimes added to the 

list of spiritual gifts is 

craftsmanship, mentioned in the Old 

Testament. In Exodus 31:1-11 God 

specifically gifted certain people to do 

intricate work in the building of the 

Tabernacle, “Now the Lord spoke to 

Moses, saying, ‘See, I have called by 

name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son 

of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. I have 

filled him with the Spirit of God in 

wisdom, in understanding, in 

knowledge, and in all kinds of 

craftsmanship, to make artistic 

designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, and in the cutting of stones for 

settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all kinds of 

craftsmanship. And behold, I Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of 

Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who are skillful I have put 

skill, that they may make all that I have commanded you: the tent of meeting, and 

the ark of testimony, and the mercy seat upon it, and all the furniture of the tent, 

the table also and its utensils, and the pure gold lampstand with all its utensils, and 

the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering also with all its utensils, and the 

laver and its stand, the woven garments as well, and the holy garments for Aaron 

the priest, and the garments of his sons, with which to carry on their priesthood; 

the anointing oil also, and the fragrant incense for the holy place, they are to make 

them according to all that I have commanded you." 

  

These people to whom God imparted the gift of craftsmanship built beautiful items 

for the tabernacle. God gifted them in artistic design, stone cutting, wood carving, 

carpentry, upholstering, metal working and sewing.   

 

The gift of craftsmanship is the Spirit-enabled ability to build or make quality 

things for the Kingdom of God. 
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Being employed secularly as a craftsman does not guarantee that a person has the 

spiritual gift of craftsmanship. There may be folks who are craftsmen outside the 

church, but who have not been gifted with the ability to build things to the standard 

that God wants in the church. In addition there may be those whose secular jobs 

are not in the craft area, but who are gifted with craftsmanship.  

 

The possibilities for the use of the gift of craftsmanship within the church are 

extensive, just as they were in building of the tabernacle – carpentry, painting, 

electrical, plumbing, building sets, making costumes, refurbishing buildings, 

sculpting, landscaping, and architectural design.  

 

Do you have the desire and ability to design, build or fix things used to further the 

kingdom of God? Do you do quality work? If so, you probably have the gift of 

craftsmanship! 

 

Discernment (Distinguishing of spirits) 
The gift of discernment is found in 1 Corinthians 12 :7-11.  It is also called 

distinguishing of spirits, “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit 

for the common good...  …the distinguishing of spirits, …  But one and the same 

Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” 

 

The word distinguishing in 1 Corinthians 12:10 (also translated discerning) is the 

Greek word diakrisis. It comes from two words dia meaning “through”, and krino 

meaning “judgment”.   

 

Discernment is the Spirit-enabled ability to properly distinguish between what 

is true and what is false.   

 

Regarding discernment 1 John 4:1-6 states, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 

but test the spirits to see whether they are from God  because many false prophets 

have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that 

does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of 

which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are 

from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is 

in you than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak 

as from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God; he who knows 

God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know 

the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 
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Especially in regard to prophetic utterances, Christians must test teaching to see 

what is from God and what is not. One way to do this is to take what is said and 

compare it against Scripture. Scripture states that Jesus came in the flesh; that He 

became a man with flesh and blood. If someone teaches that Jesus did not come in 

the flesh, his teaching is false. The same can be said of any teaching. If someone 

teaches anything contrary to the Bible, it is not from God.  

 

In order to be able to compare teachings with Scripture, a person must know what 

the Bible says. The writer of Acts commended the faithful Bereans for checking to 

see if what Paul said was true, “And the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas 

away by night to Berea; and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of 

the Jews. Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 

received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see 

whether these things were so” (Acts 17:10-11).  

 

All Christians should discern truth from error, but the gift of discernment goes 

beyond comparing what is written in Scripture to what folks say or do. Sometimes 

it involves situations like the one encountered by Paul in Acts 16:16-18. The 

passage reads, “And it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a 

certain slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her 

masters much profit by fortunetelling. Following after Paul and us, she kept crying 

out, saying, ‘These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are 

proclaiming to you the way of salvation.’ And she continued doing this for many 

days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, ‘I command 

you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!’ And it came out at that very 

moment.” 

 

The slave-girl actually proclaimed the truth about Paul and his entourage. She said 

that they were bond-servants of the Most High God and proclaimed the way of 

salvation. Although this was true, Paul finally discerned that she was demon-

possessed. It seems that Satan not only deceives by telling lies, but at times tells 

the truth in a manner that is annoying and turns people away from God. God gave 

Paul discernment to understand what was going on, and to remedy the situation. 

 

Has God ever used you to reveal the truth about something that people said? Has 

He used you in other ways to reveal the truth about situations, when those around 

you had little or no clue what was happening?  If so, you probably have the gift of 

discernment. 
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Faith  
The gift of faith is found in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, “But to each one is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given the word of 

wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the 

same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit…” 

 

The spiritual gift of faith is more than saving faith. All Christians come to Christ 

through faith. Ephesians 2:8,9 states, “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so 

that no one may boast.” Hebrews 11:6 also speaks of the need for faith in 

salvation, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 

God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”  

Not only do Christians come to God by faith, they must live by faith trusting God 

each day. Romans 1:17 states, “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 

faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.’” 

  

The spiritual gift of faith is more than saving faith or the faith that Christians 

display every day. It involves an extra measure of faith.  

 

The spiritual gift of faith is the Spirit-enabled ability to trust God in ways that 

most others do not.   

 

For example, the church may be starting a new ministry that will stretch church 

resources. Many members of the church will take a methodical and practical 

approach to the project urging great caution, but the man or woman of faith may 

sense the need to step out and trust God for the impossible. To some, such faith 

may seem blind or foolish, but it is not blind or foolish if it truly comes from God.   

 

By the same token, it must be stated that there are those who try to get the church 

to invest in things that are not of God. Instead of possessing true faith, these folks 

may act on their own selfish desires or impulses. That’s why it is also good to have 

those with the gifts of wisdom and discernment who can get a sense of whether 

another person is really hearing from God, or simply taking a step into oblivion. 

 

The gift of faith is much like the faith given to Joshua and Caleb who were the 

only two spies to bring back a good report about conquering the Promised Land. 

All the other spies could only see the strength and size of the enemy, “Then Caleb 

quieted the people before Moses, and said, ‘We should by all means go up and take 

possession of it (the Promised Land), for we shall surely overcome it.’ But the men 
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who had gone up with him said, ‘We are not able to go up against the people, for 

they are too strong for us’” (Numbers 13:30-31). 

 

As the story unfolds it is interesting that Joshua also gave a good report. In this 

case there were two votes to go and ten votes to stay. If only the children of Israel 

had listened to the two! 

 

People with the gift of faith are visionaries. They see what others do not see, and 

are willing to go where others will not go. The Hall of Faith in Hebrews chapter 

eleven lists people in the Bible who exercised extraordinary faith.   

 

The Greek word for faith is pistis. Some have defined faith as total trust in God and 

His Word. Unfortunately even believers sometimes lack total dependence on God.   

 

If someone in a group senses that God desires the group to move in a certain 

direction, the rest of the group should stop, take note, and seriously consider the 

step of faith. The person sensing God’s direction may have the gift of faith.  

 

Does God give you the desire to do ministry that others hesitate doing? Do you 

sense God’s leading to advance the kingdom in ways others often cannot see? Are 

you ready and willing to trust God, no matter what? If so, you probably have the 

gift of faith. 

 

Giving 
The gift of giving is also found in Romans 12:8,  “Or 

he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with 

liberality…” 

 

The Greek word for giving is metadidomi meaning to 

give or impart. It comes from two words, meta 

meaning “with”, and didomi meaning “to give”; hence, 

it means “with giving”. 

 

The gift of giving is the Spirit-enabled ability to give financial resources that 

are over and above regular tithes and offerings. 

 

Even though all Christians are to give to the Lord’s work, there are those led to 

give in extraordinary ways. Rather than giving a tithe (a tenth) and offerings, they 

give much more. And it is not always out of their wealth. Sometimes people give 

out of their poverty. In this case the issue is not the amount given (poor people 
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don’t have much to give), but the percentage of the overall total a person 

possesses. For example if a person who makes $500 a month gives $100 (20%) to 

the Lord, he has given a greater percentage than the person who makes $5000 a 

month and gives $500 (10%).   

 

The story of the widow in Mark 12:41-44 is an example of the gift of giving, “And 

He (Jesus) sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the multitude 

were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large 

sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to 

a cent. And calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this 

poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in 

out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to 

live on." 

 

Most people would think that a person who put a single penny into the offering 

plate did not have the gift of giving, but in this woman’s case they would be 

wrong. Again, the gift of giving is not indicated by the amount a person gives, but 

by the percentage of the total a person has to give. There is no magical percentage 

that indicates that a person has the gift of giving, but the “giving percentage” must 

be above the norm.  

 

The story of the widow does not tell us why the woman gave everything, only that 

she did. There are stories today of those who give abundantly. Rather than giving 

ten percent and living on the other ninety, some give a much higher percentage to 

God’s work. It also must be stated that there is nothing spiritual about giving over 

and above tithes and offerings if it is not God-directed. Doing so is foolhardy and 

may bring on serious financial hardship.   

 

It is exciting for me to see the response of certain people when a financial need 

arises in the church. Some folks give above and beyond what is expected. There 

are also those who give over-and-above on a regular basis. What a blessing to see 

those with the gift of giving! It is their gifts that often allow the church to launch 

new ministries, and to complete special projects.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 speaks of the generous giving of the churches of Macedonia 

toward a special offering for the impoverished Christians in Jerusalem, “Now, 

brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in 

the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of 

joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. For I testify 

that according to their ability, and beyond their ability they gave of their own 
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accord, begging us with much entreaty for the favor of participation in the support 

of the saints, and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the 

Lord and to us by the will of God.” 

 

Paul often used himself and others as examples to follow. In this case he used the 

Macedonian churches. On Paul’s second missionary journey they had been the 

gracious recipients of his ministry. As such, their faith grew. Even though they 

suffered hardship, they gave liberally of their own free will to the collection for the 

needy saints in Jerusalem. Undoubtedly the offering was larger than expected 

because there were those with the gift of giving. It is also exciting to see that rather 

than just giving of their wealth, they first gave themselves to the Lord and then 

gave financially. The gift of giving seems hollow if the giver himself is not totally 

committed to God’s work! 

 

In 2 Corinthians 9:5-7 Paul shares that he hopes the Corinthians will also help with 

the gift for the saints in Jerusalem. Previously they had committed to do so, “So I 

thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and 

arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, that the same might 

be ready as a bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness. Now this I say, he 

who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall 

also reap bountifully. Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not 

grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

  

The Corinthians had promised to help, and here was their opportunity. Paul told 

them not to give out of obligation, but to give liberally (generously) and cheerfully. 

 

Notice in Romans 12:8 that the main characteristic of those with the gift of giving 

is that they give with liberality, “Or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who 

gives, with liberality…” Giving with liberality means giving generously!  

 

Do you give financially over-and-above tithes and offerings? Do you give 

bountifully and cheerfully?  If so, you probably have the gift of giving. 

 

Leadership (Administrations) 
Romans 12:8 includes the spiritual gift of leadership, “or he who exhorts, in his 

exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence…” 

 

The phrase he who leads in Romans 12:8 is the Greek word prohistemi. It comes 

from two words: pro meaning before, and histemi meaning to stand. Hence it 

means to stand before in regard to rank, as a commander stands before the people 
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he leads. It carries the idea of ruling, superintending, presiding, and leading. 

Prohistemi is the spiritual gift of leadership. The Apostle Paul uses the word eight 

times in the context of personal leadership and caring for others.  

 

A second word that is also used for the gift of leadership is found in 1 Corinthians 

12:28, “And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, 

third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various 

kinds of tongues.” The word for administrations is the Greek word kubernesis 

meaning to steer, pilot, govern or direct. In Acts 27:11 the same word is used of a 

pilot (captain) of a ship. In Revelation18:17 kubernesis is used in the same way, 

but the English word used to translate it is shipmaster rather than pilot.  
 

The gift of leadership is the Spirit-enabled ability to lead and direct a 

ministry.  

 

Good leaders need to see the big picture and set plans and procedures to help move 

ministries toward a desired goal. 

 

Some people say that administrations (kubernesis) is different from leadership 

(prohistemi). They argue that some people who are good administrators (managers) 

are poor leaders. Others who are good leaders are poor administrators. Many 

commentators see the two as part of the same gift – leadership. Great leaders not 

only stand before their people and say “follow me” they also ensure the necessary 

planning and coordination gets done behind the scenes.   

 

Based on 1 Timothy 3:2-4 it is clear that pastors need to have the gift of leadership. 

If they can’t lead their own households, how will they lead the church of God? But 

this gift is not confined to pastors. Anyone who fills a position of leadership in the 

church would be greatly helped by this gift. Conversely, just because a person can 

manage his own affairs does not mean he can lead a ministry. The church would do 

well to put people into leadership positions only if they have the gift of leadership. 

Examples of such positions are: elder, deacon, Sunday School Superintendent, 

Nursery Coordinator, Children’s Ministry Coordinator or head of Men’s or 

Women’s ministries. 

 

Those with the gift of leadership are given a specific injunction in Romans 12:8. 

“… he who leads, with diligence...” Leaders are to lead diligently, i.e. with great 

earnestness, interest and haste. Leaders must have a sense of urgency about the 

ministry. They need to stay on top of their work. The deacon in charge of prayer 

meetings must be the one who prays earnestly and looks for ways to recruit more 



36 
 

people. The woman in charge of the nursery must know her staff, the facility, and 

the status of needs. The person leading Christian education must be in tune with 

teachers, curriculum, and attendance. The person who leads Vacation Bible School 

must be the one who knows more than anyone else about the overall ministry. 

 

In Mark 10:42-45 Jesus had some important things to say to those who lead. “And 

calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, ‘You know that those who are 

recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise 

authority over them. But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become 

great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you 

shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.’” 

 

Because all of us are sinners, it is easy to want to lord it over those we lead. Jesus 

said that the model for Christian leadership is servant-leadership. In other words, 

good leaders serve those under their care. That is why they need to lead diligently.  

They should be the ones who go the extra mile serving and taking care of their 

people before taking care of their own needs. They must be like good military 

officers who only eat after their soldiers are fed. 

 

In addition the Bible has much to say to those who are being led. Hebrews 13:17 

states, “Obey your leaders, and submit to them for they keep watch over your souls, 

as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for 

this would be unprofitable for you.” 

 

Leadership is designed to be a blessing both to leader and follower. Leaders are to 

serve those under their authority with diligence. Those who are being led should 

obey and submit to their leaders in order to be a joy and not a burden. Obeying and 

submitting does not mean being a yes-person. Good leaders want feedback and 

suggestions. But once a decision is made, leaders expect support.   

 

One last thought on leadership. Any person can claim to have the gift of 

leadership, but if no one follows, he or she likely does not have gift.  

 

Do you desire to lead others? Are you willing to head up a ministry? Are people 

willing to follow you? Do you have a sense of urgency about finishing the ministry 

you started, and helping others do the same? Are you willing to go the extra mile? 

Do you have a servant’s heart and find it rewarding to help others succeed? If so, 

you probably have the spiritual gift of leadership! 
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Mercy 
The gift of mercy is found in Romans 12:6-8, “And since we have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, 

according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who 

teaches, in his teaching; or he who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives,   

with liberality; he who leads, with 

diligence; he who shows mercy, with 

cheerfulness.” 

 

The Greek word for mercy is eleos. It 

means to show mercy or compassion. 

This gift is especially welcomed by the 

hurting, sick, hospitalized, disabled, 

homeless, downcast, and shut-ins.  

 

The spiritual gift of mercy is the Spirit-enabled ability to reach out cheerfully 

with compassion to those with special needs. 

 

Although all Christians are to be merciful and compassionate, God has especially 

gifted certain believers with a heart for reaching out to those with special needs. 

The staff of Rescue Missions who help provide food, shelter, and job training for 

the homeless people often have the spiritual gift of mercy. Those in the church who 

enjoy making hospital visits, visiting shut-ins, or transporting the elderly to 

medical appointments, often possess the gift of mercy. Those who reach out to 

others who have lost a loved one, or who have fallen on hard times, often have the 

gift of mercy. The gift can be exhibited in countless ways as one person cares for 

another.  

 

Notice that mercy should be shown with cheerfulness, “he who shows mercy, with 

cheerfulness.” The word for cheerfulness is hilarotes from which we get our 

English words hilarious and hilarity. It does not mean that those who show mercy 

are to laugh at the plight of the hurting. Instead they are to minister with a cheerful 

countenance! After all, there are not too many folks who look forward to visiting 

people with special needs. It would be easy to do so with sadness or tears, and 

further depress the very ones they hoped to encourage. That is why those with the 

gift of mercy must focus on being cheerful even in the toughest situations realizing 

that God is using them to comfort and lift the spirits of those in difficult 

circumstances. 
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I’ll never forget as a young boy going with a church group to sing at a retirement 

home during Christmas vacation. One particular woman in our group, Mrs. 

Enderlin, projected such love and joy as we sang and talked to our elderly 

audience. She grasped their hands and spoke words of encouragement and 

blessing. Their faces lit up with joy!  

 

As we left the facility, I noticed Mrs. Enderlin’s quiet tears. In her heart she 

grieved for the infirmed, but outwardly when she was with them, she projected the 

love and cheerfulness that brought peace and comfort to their hearts. What a 

blessing to look back and understand that I was seeing the gift of mercy in action. 

 

Do you enjoy or feel blessed by coming alongside the hurting? Does your heart go 

out to people with special needs, and do you find fulfillment in doing and saying 

things that lift their spirits? Do they respond with joy? If so, you probably have the 

gift of mercy.  

 

Pastor-Teacher  
Ephesians 4:11 identifies the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, 

“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 

some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers.”  

 

The phrase “pastors and teachers," refers not only to the 

church office of pastor, but also to gift of pastor-teacher. 

The Greek sentence construction indicates that those who 

pastor a flock must also be able to teach God’s Word.  

 

Pastors and teachers are listed together because they are governed by one 

article (“the” occurs before “pastors” but not before “teachers”) and because 

the word “and” (kai) differs from the other “and’s” (de) in the verse. This 

may imply that these are two kinds of gifted people whose ministries are 

among settled congregations (rather than itinerant ministries like those of the 

apostles and evangelists). More likely, they refer to two characteristics of the 

same person who is pastoring believers (by comforting and guiding) while 

at the same time instructing them in God’s ways (overseers or elders are to 

be able to teach; 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:9). 2 

 
2 John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, eds. Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament, (Wheaton, IL: Victor 

Books, 1983) 635. 
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Pastors are “shepherds” of the local church. That is what the word pastor means. 

Pastors are also teachers. They stand before the church each Sunday and teach 

God’s truth to the congregation.  

 

The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is thus the Spirit-enabled ability to lead a 

local church congregation toward spiritual maturity through shepherding and 

teaching. 

 

God’s call to those He wants to become pastors is strong. First Timothy 3:1 speaks 

of this call coming in the form of a desire, “It is a trustworthy statement: if any 

man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.” Having 

talked with various pastors about their call to ministry, many simply say that God 

gave them a strong desire to become members of the clergy. 

 

Many pastors find the ministry difficult, especially when dealing with unruly 

sheep. Sheep bite! But those who have been called to the pastorate also find great 

joy and fulfillment. Since God calls people into the pastorate, it is no wonder that 

being pastors gives clergymen the greatest sense of satisfaction.  

 

Do you have a compelling desire to minister as a pastor in a local church? Is this 

coupled with the ability to communicate God’s truth effectively? If so, you may 

have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.   

 

Service (Helps) 
The gift of service or helps is found in three passages, Romans 12:6-8,                    

1 Corinthians 12:28, and 1 Peter 4:10,11.  

 

Romans 12:6-8 states, “And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the 

proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving…” 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28 states, “And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, 

second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 

administrations, various kinds of tongues.”  

 

1 Peter 4:10,11 states, “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in 

serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Whoever 

speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do 

so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be 



40 
 

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever 

and ever. Amen.” 

 

The Greek word for service in Romans 12:7 and 1 Peter 4:11 is diakonia. It means 

to serve, wait upon, minister or aid. It is the word from which we get our English 

word deacon. It means general service done in the body of Christ, or service 

directed at a specific need.   

 

The word translated helps in 1 Corinthians 12:28 is the antilepsis. It means to give 

aid, help or relief. Since the meanings of diakonia and antilepsis are so close, many 

scholars believe they describe the same gift. The two together are the gift of 

service (helps).  

 

The spiritual gift of service (helps) is the Spirit-enabled ability to serve and 

help in ministry in supportive roles. 

 

This gift is undoubtedly the most widely given gift in the church. Those with this 

gift serve in myriads of ways: as ushers, greeters, nursery workers, kitchen staff, 

money counters, food preparers, church gardeners, janitors, and hostesses. They 

help set-up and clean-up for special programs. They participate in church work 

days. They help as teacher assistants, secretaries, bulletin board coordinators, video 

and audio library workers, and librarians. They provide the backbone of workers in 

the church. It is they who keep the wheels of ministry turning. It might be said that 

those with the spiritual gift of service are the ones who find a need and fill it. 

Pastors are exceedingly thankful for those people who possess and exercise this 

helpful gift! Without them, ministry would grind to a halt. 

 

Because the gift of service/helps is so important, those with the gift must not let it 

lay dormant. They should exercise it by serving, “...if service, in his serving” (Rm 

12:7).  1 Peter 4:11 further states that those who serve are to do so in God’s 

strength, “whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies.” 

“Serving” is tough work. People can feel like they are burning out. Ministry can 

become mundane and mechanical if the server forgets Whom he is serving. Those 

who serve must constantly remind themselves they are serving God, not man. They 

must ask for His strength, even when in human terms they feel like throwing in the 

towel. Colossians 3:23-24 must be their banner, “Whatever you do, do your work 

heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will 

receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.” 
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Galatians 6:9 also provides a good reminder to those with the gift of service, “And 

let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow 

weary.” 

 

Do you enjoy helping in various support capacities in the church? Do you like 

working in the background without caring who gets the credit? Do you step 

forward when needs arise? Are you ready to serve in a variety of different ways?  

If so, you probably have the spiritual gift of service/helps.  

 

Sign Gifts 
 

Healing 
The spiritual gift of healing is found in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, “But to each one is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given the 

word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another 

gifts of healing by the one Spirit…”  

 

The gift of healing is also found in 1 Corinthians 12:28-30, “And God has 

appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 

All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, 

are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? All do not have gifts of 

healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do 

they?” 

 

It is interesting that both of the above passages say gifts, plural, rather than gift, 

singular. This may indicate that the gift was used to perform various kinds of 

healing: physical, psychological, emotional or spiritual. We are more than physical 

beings. We have minds, emotions, and spirits. Any one of these may need to be 

healed.  

 

Spiritual healing is probably the emphasis of Isaiah 53:5, “But He (Jesus) was 

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the 

chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed”  

(NKJ). Simply put, Jesus died for our sins. All people who place their faith in His 

finished work on the cross, are spiritually healed – forgiven of their sins.  
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The word for healings in 1 Corinthians 12:28-30 is iama from the verb iaomai 

meaning to heal, cure, or make whole. Another word for heal in the New 

Testament is therapeuo. From it we get our English word therapy. Therapeuo 

means to heal, cure or relieve disease. The two words, iaomai and therapeuo, seem 

to be used interchangeably.  

 

There are several instances when gifts of healing took place in the early church. 

Peter healed a crippled beggar (Ac 3:1-10). Paul healed a demon possessed slave 

girl (Ac 16:16-18). Peter healed the paralytic, Aeneas (Ac 9:32-35). Paul healed 

the father of Publius and others of various diseases (Ac 28:7-10). These healings, 

as far as we know, were instantaneous.  

 

The spiritual gift of healing is the Spirit-enabled ability to restore people to 

physical, emotional, psychological, or spiritual wholeness.  

 

The question arises, does God still bestow the gift of physical healing today? In 

other words does He give the ability to certain people to heal others of physical 

maladies? Some people say “Yes,” others say “No.”  

 

Those who say “No” argue that the physical healings seen in the New Testament 

were limited to the apostles and a few close associates for the purpose of 

authenticating the gospel message. Healings captured the attention of onlookers 

who often placed their faith in Christ. For example, after Paul healed the crippled 

beggar (Ac 3:1-10) many people listened to his salvation message and believed 

(Ac 4:4). In Acts 9:32-35 after Peter healed Aeneas of paralysis, all the people in 

Lydda and Sharon turned to the Lord.  

 

Authentication also fits into what Jesus did earlier when he sent out the apostles 

(Mt 10) and the seventy (Lk 10) giving them power to heal the sick and to raise the 

dead, as they shared the news of God’s Kingdom. Miracles opened the door for 

sharing the gospel.  

 

Apostles did more than heal people, they also performed other signs and wonders.  

2 Corinthians 12:12 states, “Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished 

among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.” Those 

people who believe that the sign gifts (including healing) ended after the 

establishment of the early church, say that since we have the completed Bible, we 

no longer need signs and wonders to authenticate the gospel message. The Bible 

now does that! We are to live by faith not by sight! 
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Even near the end of his ministry, Paul’s ability to perform physical healing 

seemed lacking. For example, he did not heal Epaphroditus who was sick to the 

point of death. Mercifully God healed him (Phil 2:25-27). Paul also was unable to 

heal his disciple, Timothy, but encouraged him to take a little wine for his stomach 

problems and other infirmities (1 Tm 5:23). In addition, Paul left his friend 

Trophimus sick at the city of Miletus (2 Tm 4:20). Surely Paul would have healed 

these people if he had been able. Finally, Paul did not even heal himself of the 

thorn in his flesh (2 Cor 12:7-9). Instead he prayed several times for God to do it. 

Rather than heal Paul, God told him that His grace was sufficient – in other words 

God was not going to heal Paul, but would help him minister in spite of his 

infirmity.  

 

Obviously, even if a person has the gift of healing, God still must authorize and 

perform the healing through him. It is possible that it was not God’s will for Paul 

to heal any of these people, including himself, but this seems unlikely, especially 

in light of the many healings Paul performed in the city of Ephesus (Ac 19:11).  

 

On the flip side, those who say that the gift of healing is still given today, point to 

examples, especially in new gospel regions, where verified healings have taken 

place through a healer.  

 

To say emphatically that God no longer gives the gift of physical healing, places 

limits on God. After all, He is a God of miracles, and can give the gift to anyone 

He chooses. If the gift of physical healing is given, I believe it is quite rare. In all 

my years of ministry, I have never encountered anyone who could instantaneously 

heal others of physical disease. On the other hand, I have witnessed various people 

who received physical healing through the collective prayers of God’s people. This 

is how I believe God heals people today.  

 

Regarding other kinds of healing (besides physical healing), there certainly are 

people in the church who help others find wholeness either emotionally, 

psychologically, and spiritually. Christian counselors are one example. They show 

people how to apply God’s truth to life. If the truth is applied, healing occurs.  

 

James 5:13-16 gives valuable insight on healing,“[13] Is anyone among you 

suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises. [14] Is 

anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they 

are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; [15] and the 

prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him 

up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. [16] Therefore, confess 
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your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The 

effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”  

 

Upon first reading it seems that all a person has to do to be physically healed is to 

call on the elders of the church to pray over him and to anoint him with oil. In this 

regard, verse fifteen seems to promise that the prayer offered in faith will restore a 

person. Notice that it does not say may restore, but will restore. This seems to put 

God at man’s beckon call for healing. Already there is a disconnect. We know it is 

not always God’s will for every sick person to be healed this side of heaven. In 

addition, James 5:15 seems to say that if a sick person is prayed for and does not 

get well, the reason must stem from a lack of faith on the part of those praying, 

“and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick.” Undoubtedly, 

elders are men of faith. In fact, there are many sick people who have been prayed 

for in faith, who have not received physical healing.  

 

So what’s the problem? Is this a biblical error? Absolutely not! The key is found in  

properly understanding James 5:13-18. Many scholars believe that the passage is 

not referring to physical healing, but to emotional restoration – restoring the tired, 

weary, or discouraged. To support this contention, consider the following. The 

word sick in verse fourteen (Is anyone among you sick?) is asthenei and literally 

means feeble or weak. Although it is used in the gospels to refer to physical 

sickness, it is normally used in Acts and the Epistles to mean feeble or weak in 

conscience or faith (See Ac 20:35, Rm 6:19, Rm 14:1, and 1 Cor 8:9-12). This 

interpretation is reinforced by the meaning of sick in James 5:15. There the word is 

kamno and only means to be tired or weary, “and the prayer offered in faith will 

restore the one who is sick…” The only other place that kamno is used in the New 

Testament is Hebrews 12:3 where the meaning is clearly weariness.  

 

This interpretation that sick equates to weariness also fits the overall context of the 

passage. James chapter five addresses people in the midst of suffering, persecution 

and trials. People who have gone through these difficulties are often weary and 

emotionally downcast. In James 5:13 those who are suffering are told to pray. 

Those who are cheerful are told to rejoice. Those who are downcast, dejected and 

discouraged are instructed to call for the elders of the church to pray for them. To 

inject physical sickness (disease) into the context is out of place, although it is 

possible that those who are overly weary can become physically sick. 

 

This interpretation that the passage refers to “weary people” is also bolstered by 

the word anoint in verse fourteen, “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the 

elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
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name of the Lord.” There are two words for anoint. One is aleipsantes meaning to 

rub with oil for the purpose of honor, refreshment and grooming. The other is chrio 

which means to ceremonially anoint in religious ritual. The word used in James 

5:14 is aleipsantes. Thus, James is not referring to ceremonially anointing people 

for the purpose of physical healing, but to rubbing them with oil to refresh, honor 

and encourage them. 

 

An example of anointing for the purpose of honor is found in Luke 7:38 where a 

woman anointed Jesus’ feet with perfume. Luke 7:46 mentions the custom of 

anointing a house-guest’s head with oil. The same word for anoint is used of a 

person who fasts. He is not to make himself look sad and unkempt, but to wash his 

face and put oil (anoint - aleipho) on his head (Matthew 6:17).  

 

Another indication that James 5:13-16 refers to encouraging the weary rather than 

healing the physically sick, is found in the fact that the person is restored and 

raised up. Verse fifteen states, “and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one 

who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up.” Anyone who recognizes his 

weariness and submits himself to faith-filled prayers and anointing, will 

undoubtedly be encouraged and have his spirits lifted!  

 

The question then arises, why does the passage say, “and if he has committed sins, 

they will be forgiven him.”? Sin may be mentioned here because a person who 

suffers is more likely to fall into sin as a way to ease his pain. For example, some 

stressed-out people turn to sinful coping mechanisms involving immorality. It is a 

proven fact that Christians sometimes give in to immorality during stressful times. 

Obviously, not all weary people fall into sin, but if they do, and subsequently ask 

for prayer, it is a sure sign that God is working in their lives and drawing them 

back to Himself. Their confession assures their forgiveness (1 John 1:9). Forgiven 

people have uplifted countenances because the weight of sin is gone! That’s why 

James 5:15,16 talks about forgiveness of sin through confession and prayer, “and 

the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise 

him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. Therefore, 

confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 

healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”  

 

In the Book of James it is interesting that when people needed healing they were 

not instructed to call for a healer, but to call for elders of the church who would 

pray for them. 
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Before leaving the topic of healing it is helpful to look at a few more passages of 

Scripture. Psalm 103:1-5 states, “Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within 

me, bless His holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His 

benefits; Who pardons all your iniquities; who heals all your diseases; Who 

redeems your life from the pit; who crowns you with lovingkindness and 

compassion; Who satisfies your years with good things, so that your youth is 

renewed like the eagle.” 

 

The passage says that God heals our diseases. God has placed amazing healing 

systems in our bodies. For example, the human immune system works overtime 

fighting disease. There also are systems which repair damaged tissue.  

 

If a person becomes physically sick and takes medicine, it must be remembered 

that the medicine does not heal, it simply helps the body’s own systems (placed 

there by God) regain the upper hand. Someone rightly said, “Doctors treat disease, 

but it is God who ultimately heals.”  

 

Some people become sick because they fail to take care of themselves. If people 

want to be healed, they not only need to pray and see a doctor (if necessary), they 

also need to make important lifestyle changes – smokers need to stop smoking, 

heavy drinkers need to stop indulging, workaholics need to slow down, and 

gluttons need to limit their food intake and get proper exercise. All of these may 

require accountability. If a person asks God for healing, yet clings to unhealthy 

habits, he presumes on God’s grace and will likely not be healed. A first step in 

making needed changes is to ask for God’s help – Matthew 7:7 tells us to ask, 

seek, and knock. And, just as James encouraged Christians of his day to pray for 

each other, so should we. 

 

Even though all of us will eventually die (unless Jesus returns first), I am 

personally thankful for the words of Revelation 21:3-4, “And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He 

shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be 

among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall 

no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or 

pain; the first things have passed away.’” What a great day it will be when God 

obliterates death, mourning, crying and pain! 

 

Has God used you to heal others either physically, emotionally, psychologically, or 

spiritually? If so you may have the spiritual gift of healing. 
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Miracles  
A miracle is an event that is impossible to explain by natural laws. In the Old 

Testament the pillar of smoke and fire was a miracle (Ex 13:21). The burning bush 

that was not consumed was a miracle (Ex 3:1-3). The parting of the Red Sea was a 

miracle (Ex 14:21). The floating ax head was a miracle (2 Ki 6:6). The New 

Testament abounds with miracles, too. Not only did Jesus perform countless 

miracles, He commissioned His apostles to do the same, “These twelve Jesus sent 

out after instructing them, saying, ‘Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not 

enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons…’” (Mt 10:5-8). 

 

As stated earlier, the apostles were the primary ones who performed miracles after 

the start of the church. Miracles were part of their apostolic office, “The signs of a 

true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and 

wonders and miracles” (2 Cor 12:12). Acts 2:43 confirms, “Everyone kept feeling 

a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the 

apostles.” For example, Paul caused a magician to go blind because he opposed 

Paul’s work, “‘Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be 

blind and not see the sun for a time.’ And immediately a mist and a darkness fell 

upon him, and he went about seeking those who would lead him by the hand. Then 

the proconsul believed when he saw what had happened, being amazed at the 

teaching of the Lord” (Ac 13:11-12). 

 

The gift of miracles may be defined as the Spirit-enabled ability to perform 

miracles that advance God’s kingdom. 

 

Some folks ask, “How are “gifts of healing” different than the gift of miracles? 

Healings certainly are miracles. The gift of miracles includes miracles other than 

healing. 

 

As stated earlier, miracles in the early church were performed primarily to validate 

the apostles’ message. Miracles opened the door for the gospel. Since we now have 

the completed Bible, and since Jesus has risen from the dead, we don’t need to 

validate the message through present-day miracles, except perhaps in pioneer 

mission areas where they do not have the Bible, and have never heard of Jesus.    

 

I personally have not met nor seen anyone who did verified physical miracles like 

the apostles in the New Testament (Acts 3:1-8), but this does not mean they don’t 

happen. If God still gives the spiritual gift of miracles it seems to be quite rare.  
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Has God used you to perform miracles to advance His kingdom? If so, you 

likely have the spiritual gift of miracles. 

 

One final thought regarding miracles. In John 14:12 Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater 

works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.” Here Jesus promises 

great power for His followers. They would do greater works than He did! When 

Jesus returned to heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to indwell and empower all 

Christians. As we pray and follow the Spirit’s leading, amazing things take place. 

In one sense we do greater works than Jesus because His works were confined to 

the area around Israel. With power of the Holy Spirit indwelling all believers since 

the start of the church, believers have corporately taken the message of gospel 

around the world! “Greater” may thus refer to extent rather than power. 

 

Tongues and the Interpretation of Tongues 
The spiritual gift of tongues was first introduced to the church on the day of 

Pentecost in Acts chapter two. Previously Jesus told the disciples to go to 

Jerusalem and wait until they were clothed with power from on high, “And behold, 

I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the 

city until you are clothed with power from on high” (Lk 24:49). 

 

After Jesus’ ascension the disciples returned to the Jerusalem and waited, “Then 

they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 

a Sabbath day's journey away. And when they had entered, they went up to the 

upper room, where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. These all with one 

mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers” (Ac 1:12-14). 

 

As they waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit, they prayed. On the Day of 

Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came like a house of fire! Acts 2:1-4 records the event, 

“And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled 

the whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of 

fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was 

giving them utterance.” 
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Pentecost is the fiftieth day after the Sabbath of Passover. It is also known as the 

Feast of the Harvest (Ex 23:16), the Day of First Fruits (Num 28:26), and the Feast 

of Weeks (Deut 16:10). Pentecost was held on Sunday, the first day of the week. 

Here’s the math: 7 days x 7 = 49 days or 7 weeks after the Sabbath which falls on a 

Saturday +1 day = 50 days which falls on Sunday. Pentecost took place on Sunday. 

 

On this first occasion of tongues, there was more than the act of speaking in 

tongues. There was also the sound like a mighty rushing wind accompanied by a 

visible manifestation of tongues of fire resting on the tongues speakers.   

 

What are tongues and the interpretation of tongues?  

The word tongue is the Greek word glossa and means the physical tongue (the 

speech organ of the body) or a known language/dialect of a people that is distinct 

from other nations. In the case of Pentecost, tongues were known languages. 

 

The spiritual gift of tongues is the God-given ability to speak a message from 

God in a language known to the hearers but unknown to the speaker.  

 

An example of the spiritual gift of tongues today would be a person going to China 

and preaching the gospel in Chinese without ever having learned the language.   

 

The spiritual gift of the interpretation of tongues is the ability to translate the 

message of a tongues speaker, never having learned the tongues language. 

 

Some people think that tongues are some 

type of heavenly language apart from known 

human language, but this is not what the 

Bible teaches. Tongues are known 

languages. Acts 2:5-13 confirms this point, 

“Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, 

devout men, from every nation under heaven. 

And when this sound occurred, the multitude 

came together, and were bewildered, 

because they were each one hearing them speak in his own language. And they 

were amazed and marveled, saying, ‘Why, are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which 

we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
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proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the 

mighty deeds of God.’ And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, 

saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others were mocking and 

saying, ‘They are full of sweet wine.’” 

 

Jews from other nations (where they had been scattered or migrated) often returned 

to Jerusalem for the Passover and other special feasts like Pentecost. Many of them 

who grew up in foreign lands, spoke a foreign language. In this passage several of 

those foreign lands are mentioned: Parthia, Media, Elam, Mesopotamia, 

Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, and the island of 

Crete. Jews from all of these and probably other areas had returned to Jerusalem to 

worship God in the temple. On this occasion much to their surprise they heard 

people (the apostles and others as there were at least fourteen foreign areas 

mentioned and only twelve apostles including Matthias) miraculously speaking 

their languages and telling them about the mighty works of God.   

 

What was the purpose of tongues? 

God used the spiritual gift of tongues on the day of Pentecost as an evangelism tool 

to reach those who might not otherwise be able to understand the Jewish language. 

It caused these foreign Jews to be amazed and to ask, “What does this mean?”    

 

1 Corinthians 14:21-22 supports the fact that tongues were for a sign to 

unbelievers, “In the Law it is written, ‘By men of strange tongues and by the lips 

of strangers I will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to Me,’ 

says the Lord. So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe, but to 

unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign not to unbelievers, but to those who 

believe.” 

 

Even though tongues were a sign to unbelievers for the purpose of evangelism, 

they were also a confirmation to believing Jews that God was giving His Spirit to 

other people-groups besides the Jews. This helped unify the early church.   

 

There was great animosity between Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles. In order to 

prevent this hatred from spilling over into the church, God allowed Christian Jews 

to be present when the Samaritans and the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit for the 

first time. When these groups received the Holy Spirit some of them spoke in 

tongues which convinced the Jewish Christians that they were now brothers in 

Christ. The walls of hate came tumbling down. If God accepted non-Jews then 

Jews must accept them, too. Acts 10:44-48 records the incident of the Gentiles 

receiving the Holy Spirit, “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
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Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. And all the 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of 

the Holy Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also. For they were 

hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 

‘Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?’ And he ordered them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. 

 

The use of tongues in a church worship service 

In the New Testament Corinthian church there were numerous problems. Among 

these was the misuse of the spiritual gift of tongues. Because tongues is a showy 

gift, those Corinthians who possessed the gift liked to use it with little regard for 

it’s purpose. In 1 Corinthians 14, the most comprehensive passage in the Bible on 

the gift of tongues, Paul writes to the Corinthians to correct their abuse of tongues, 

“Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 

prophesy. For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God; for 

no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries. But one who prophesies 

speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. One who speaks in 

a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. Now I wish 

that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and 

greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he 

interprets, so that the church may receive edifying” (1 Cor 14:1-5). Here are some 

important points from this passage. 

 

1.  In church, tongues are of little value if no one interprets what is said 

In this passage, Paul encourages the Corinthians to earnestly desire spiritual gifts, 

especially the gift of prophesy because it edifies the church. He also says that those 

who speak in a tongue in church speak to God, not men. What does this mean? It 

means that in a church setting where everyone normally speaks one language, if a 

person speaks in tongues, no one will understand what is said unless there is an 

interpreter. If no one understands, no edification takes place. The person speaking 

in tongues may be excited that God is allowing him to speak in tongues, but no one 

else will be edified. Thus, speaking in tongues in church is of little or no value.  

 

The use of tongues made perfect sense on the day of Pentecost in an open setting 

with many language groups present. However, in a church where everyone 

normally speaks the same language, tongues normally don’t fit. The only time 

would be if there was an interpreter who could translate the message into the 

language of the hearers, “Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more 

that you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks 
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in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying” (1 Cor 

14:5). Even with an interpreter present, tongues seem unnecessary because the 

person speaking in tongues could have delivered the message in the language of 

the hearers in the first place, thus avoiding the need for interpretation. This is 

especially true if the person speaking in tongues is also the interpreter. 

 

2.  Prophecy is superior to tongues if there is no interpreter 

Verse five confirms the superiority of prophesy over tongues in the church setting. 

“... and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he 

interprets.” Prophecy (the forthtelling of the Word of God) is precisely what 

pastors do when they preach to their congregations. It is futile to speak in tongues 

unless there is an interpreter. In verse twelve Paul reemphasizes the importance of 

edification in the church, “So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek 

to abound for the edification of the church.” 

 

3.  Tongues can be counter-productive in a worship service 

Not only are tongues of little value in a church worship service unless they are 

interpreted, they can also be counter-productive. 1 Corinthians 14:23 states, “If 

therefore the whole church should assemble together and all speak in tongues, and 

ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad?” In other 

words if a stranger enters a church and hears people speaking in foreign languages, 

he may think they are crazy, causing him to leave and never come back. I have 

personally seen people misuse tongues in worship and scare people away. Surely 

this is not God’s will! 

 

4.  Tongues are not forbidden in worship but must follow guidelines  

Even though tongues usually are of little value in church worship, Paul does not 

forbid their use. If tongues are interpreted they have some value. In verse thirteen 

Paul says, “Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.”  

 

In 1 Corinthians 14:26-28 Paul further states, “What is the outcome then, brethren? 

When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a 

tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. If anyone 

speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, 

and let one interpret; but if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the 

church; and let him speak to himself and to God.”   

 

Even though tongues are not forbidden, they are to be closely monitored in church. 

No more than two or three people are to speak in tongues and they are to do it one 
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at a time. If there is no interpreter, then they are to keep quiet. This insinuates that 

a person who plans to speak in tongues should ensure that an interpreter is present.   

 

At the end of the 1 Corinthian 14 Paul also states, “Therefore, my brethren, desire 

earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues. But let all things be 

done properly and in an orderly manner” (1 Cor 14:39-40). Not only is everything 

to be done for the purpose of edification (1 Cor 14:26), but it is also to be done in 

an orderly manner. God is not a God of confusion! 

 

Other uses of tongues 

From 1 Corinthians 14:14-19 it seems that tongues were used in prayer, singing, 

and in the giving of thanks, “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my 

mind is unfruitful. What is the outcome then? I shall pray with the spirit and I 

shall pray with the mind also; I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the 

mind also. Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the 

place of the ungifted say the "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not 

know what you are saying? For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other 

man is not edified. I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all; however, in 

the church I desire to speak five words with my mind, that I may instruct others 

also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.” 

  

A person may choose to sing and to pray in tongues. Unfortunately such activity is 

unfruitful to the mind. Already, the value of such singing and praying is 

questionable. If a person blesses someone in a tongue, again there is no value 

unless the person receiving the blessing understands it. This undoubtedly ties in 

with 1 Corinthians 14:28 which states, “but if there is no interpreter, let him keep 

silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.”  Even so, Paul’s 

statement in 1 Corinthians 14:19 is crystal clear – in church he would rather speak 

five understandable words with his mind than ten thousand in a tongue. 

Unfortunately the Corinthian church was more enamored with the free-wheeling, 

showy use of tongues than with edification. Some churches today have the same 

problem. 

 

Will everyone speak in tongues? 

Some church groups say that speaking in tongues is the true sign of salvation. 

Others say that tongues are connected with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Both 

views are incorrect. People are saved by placing their faith in Christ (Jn 3:16). In 

addition, all Christians are baptized by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation 

(1 Cor 12:13). This baptism has nothing to with speaking in tongues. If it did, 
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every Christian would speak in tongues, but 1 Corinthians 12:30 indicates this is 

not the case.   

 

Some churches have classes on how to speak in tongues, but this, too, is errant 

teaching. The Holy Spirit distributes gifts as He wills, not as we desire, “But one 

and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually 

just as He wills” (1 Cor 12:11).  It is not up to us what spiritual gifts we get, it is 

up to God. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:18 indicates that Paul had the gift of tongues, “I thank God, I 

speak in tongues more than you all.” That he desired the Corinthians to have this 

gift is also clear from 1 Corinthians 14:5, “Now I wish that you all spoke in 

tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who 

prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church 

may receive edifying.” Even though Paul desired that all of the Corinthians 

received the gift of tongues and prophesy, it is obvious that 1 Corinthians 12:30-31 

makes it clear that this would not be the case, “All do not have gifts of healings, do 

they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? But 

earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.” Here 

Paul asks questions that have obvious answers. Does everyone have the gift of 

healing? No! Do all speak in tongues? No! Do all interpret? No! In actuality, 

probably very few had these gifts. In verse thirty-one Paul says he will show the 

Corinthians a more excellent way, “...And I show you a still more excellent way.”   

 

The more excellent way 

The more excellent way is the way of love which Paul describes in detail in                 

First Corinthians chapter thirteen. The premise of this more excellent way is 

simple: no matter how many spiritual gifts a person has, if he does not have love, 

his gifts are worthless! Every Christian needs to remember this vital fact. 

 

Is the gift of tongues still given today? 

Does God still give the spiritual gift of tongues? Some people say “Yes,” while 

others say “No.” If it is given, genuine tongues seem to be rare. Certainly there are 

churches that emphasize speaking in tongues, but in many cases their tongues bear 

no resemblance to tongues in the Bible. These churches are often driven by 

emotions rather than sound biblical teaching. Since many non-Christian religions 

have ecstatic speech which is nothing more than emotional gibberish, it is possible 

that much of today’s tongue speaking in the church is simply religious hype from 

emotionally charged Christians. Unfortunately, tongues have split many churches 

and brought a high level of showmanship and pride into others.  
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If people have the gift of tongues it would seem logical that they would take their 

foreign language to the appropriate mission field. As far as I know, this is not 

happening.  

 

Do you have ability to speak a foreign language you never learned? Do you desire 

to use it for evangelism and edification? If so you undoubtedly have the gift of 

tongues. Can you interpret a foreign language you never learned? If so you 

undoubtedly have the gift of interpretation. If you have these gifts, be sure to use 

them in accordance with biblical guidelines. 

 

Things that probably aren’t spiritual gifts 
One thing that is often included in lists of spiritual gifts is hospitality (Rm 12:13). 

It is often defined as the ability to care for guests with food, fellowship, and/or 

shelter. Including hospitality in the list of spiritual gifts is a bit of a stretch because 

it is not listed in Romans 12:6-8 which quite clearly speaks of spiritual gifts. 

Verses nine through thirteen address the general conduct of all Christians rather 

than the specific exercise of spiritual gifts. Hospitality is probably not a spiritual 

gift, but something all Christians should exercise. 

 

Two other things sometimes included in lists of spiritual gifts are intercession and 

martyrdom. Although all Christians are called to intercede on behalf of others (1 

Timothy 2:1,2), nowhere in Scripture does it say that intercession is a spiritual gift. 

The same is true of martyrdom. There are many Christians through history who 

died for their faith, but nowhere in Scripture is martyrdom called a spiritual gift. 

 

Final Thoughts 

Spiritual gifts need to be used to the fullest! When Christians discover and utilize 

their spiritual gifts in ministry, God’s church moves forward. As gifts are used, 

they must be exercised in love (1 Cor 13).  

 

If you are unsure of your spiritual gift/s I encourage you to take the short “Spiritual 

Gifts Inventory” on the next page. It will help you discover your gifting. If after 

taking the inventory you still are unsure about your gifting, simply find a ministry 

that interests you and jump in! Over time it is likely that your gifting will become 

clear. Remember, God can steer a moving ship. 

 

May the Lord bless you as you seek to understand, discover and use your spiritual 

gifts. 
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 Spiritual Gifts Inventory 
 
Answer the following questions by checking the appropriate “Yes” or “No” box. A “Yes” 

answer indicates that you may have the spiritual gift mentioned. A “No” indicates that you may 

not have the gift. This is not a comprehensive spiritual gifts evaluation, but it will give you a 

starting point for determining your spiritual gifts. 
 

Yes     No   Speaking Gifts        

❑  ❑ Evangelism – I have a strong desire to share the good news of Jesus Christ with  

                    unbelievers. Some people respond positively to my sharing. 

❑  ❑ Exhortation – I delight in listening to and encouraging people when they need   

                    encouragement. I also enjoy challenging folks to live at a higher level for God. 

❑  ❑ Prophecy – I am excited about proclaiming (forth-telling) God’s Word to the 

                    church, and God has used my sharing to edify, exhort, and console people.  

❑  ❑ Teaching – I enjoy teaching the truth of God’s Word to children and/or adults.  

                    People receive and respond well to my teaching. Lives are changed. 

❑  ❑ Word of Knowledge – I enjoy studying Bible topics, organizing the information,   

                    and presenting it. God has revealed special knowledge to me which I then share.  

❑  ❑ Word of Wisdom – I have the ability to apply God’s truth to life in ways that others 

                    often do not see? People seek my wise counsel and I am able to help them. 
 

Yes     No   Serving Gifts 
❑  ❑ Apostleship – I feel called to church planting or pioneer missionary work. 

        I feel led to start and oversee a new ministry beyond the local church. 

❑  ❑ Celibacy – I am single and feel I should stay single in order to serve God better.   

❑  ❑ Craftsmanship – I have the desire and ability to design, build, or fix things that can 

                   be used to further the kingdom of God. 

❑  ❑ Discernment – I have the ability to see truth from error when others don’t see it. 

                   God has used me to reveal the truth about situations that were confusing to others.    

❑  ❑ Faith – God gives me the desire to step out and do things in ministry that others  

                   are hesitant to do. The results have been positive.    

❑  ❑ Giving – I love giving to God’s work, and give over-and-above tithes and offerings.   

❑  ❑ Leadership – I am enjoy leading others and they willingly follow.    

❑  ❑ Mercy – I enjoy working with, visiting, caring for or helping those with special 

                    needs like the elderly, sick, hospitalized, poor, or disabled. 

❑  ❑ Pastor-Teacher – I feel called to pastor a church and to communicate God’s Word.    

❑  ❑ Service (Helps) – I enjoy serving others and helping with ministry in any way I can.  
 

Yes     No   Sign Gifts 
❑  ❑ Healing – People have been restored to wholeness through my ministry/prayers. 

❑  ❑ Miracles – Miracles happen in my ministry, often in response to my prayers. 

❑  ❑ Tongues – I can speak a foreign language without having been taught it. 

❑  ❑ Interpretation of Tongues – I can interpret the message of those who speak a 

                   foreign language that is unfamiliar to me.  

 


