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The Revelation Begins 
 

Revelation 1:1-8 

 

By Christopher R. Losey 

 
Most Christians are fascinated by the book of Revelation. It holds 
the mysteries of the End Times and the end of the world as we 
know it. Revelation uses symbolic language. It includes amazing 
scenes in heaven, strange creatures, special books that are 
opened, great judgments, huge battles, and the ushering in of the 
new heavens and new earth. To some people the book of 
Revelation is a complicated and beyond understanding. That is 
why many people avoid studying it, and why some pastors avoid 
preaching it. But this would be a mistake because, at the 
beginning of the book, there is an incredible promise.  
 
The Promise 
The promise states, “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear 
the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written 
in it; for the time is near (Rev 1:3).” Notice that those who read, 
hear, and heed the things written in Revelation will be blessed for 
the time of Christ’s Revelation is near. 
 
As the book of Revelation is presented in this study, you will be 
encouraged to read Revelation on your own. You will then hear 
Revelation presented each Sunday as we go through the book 
together. And finally, it will be up to each person to heed (take to 
heart and apply) what is written. I don’t know about you, but I am 
excited about being blessed by God as we go through Revelation 
together, reading, hearing and heeding what is written, for indeed 
the time is near for the things written in the book to come to 
pass. 
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Let’s begin with a brief introduction and overview. 
 
The Author and Location of Writing  
The book of Revelation was written 
by the Apostle John while he was in 
exile on the Island of Patmos. 
Patmos is about 50 miles off the 
coast of Turkey. The island 
measures approximately 10 miles 
long and eight miles across at its 
widest part at the northern tip.  
Patmos is a rock island with essentially no trees. In Roman times 
Patmos was a penal colony where Rome banished her exiles. 
According to the early church fathers, Eusibeus and Jerome, the 
Apostle John was exiled there in 95 AD in the 14th year of the 
reign of the Roman Emperor, Domitian.  It was during this year 
that John wrote the book of Revelation. In 96 AD after the death 
of Domitian, John was released and went Ephesus where he may 
have lived out the rest of his natural life. Realize that 96 AD was 
over 60 years after Christ’s death. By this time, John was an 
elderly man. For over 60 years he had faithfully shared the gospel 
and ministered to God’s people. 
 
Ways of Viewing Prophetic Literature 
The book of Revelation falls into the category of prophetic 
literature. As such, Revelation has been studied, viewed and 
interpreted in different ways. They are: 
 
1. The idealist approach (allegorical or non-literal approach) 
This view does not see the book of Revelation as a book of 
prophecy about the future, but instead as a spiritual allegory of 
God’s ultimate victory over the powers of evil. An allegory by 
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definition is a work of art in which a deeper meaning underlies the 
superficial or literal meaning. In the case of the book of 
Revelation, those who view the book allegorically say that John 
painted a beautiful work of art with his words. These words 
cannot, however, be taken literally, but simply represent the 
deeper meaning of God’s victory over the powers of darkness. 
Rather than seeing any connection between John’s words and 
specific future events, the Christian must be content to say, “God 
gets the victory.” But this view is overly simplistic. It seems 
unlikely that the Holy Spirit would have inspired the apostle, John, 
to write twenty-two detailed chapters, only to have us say, “Well, 
all we can say about that is ‘God gets the ultimate victory.’” If that 
is all God wanted us to know, He could have said it in one 
sentence. Instead there are many chapters that need to be 
investigated and understood in their most normal, logical sense – 
which appears to be futuristic. 
 
2. The preterist approach 
The preterist approach sees the book of Revelation as a symbolic 
picture of what happened in the early church. Preterists see most 
of the events in the book of Revelation as already fulfilled in the 
first century AD. This method of interpretation seems to be 
misguided and misses the normal, logical meaning of the book as 
that of the End Times. For example, the Second Coming of Christ 
obviously did not take place in the first century. 
 
3. The historical approach 
The historical approach is one that came out of the Middle Ages. 
It views the book of Revelation as a symbolic picture of all of 
church history from the time of Christ until His Second Coming. 
The problem with this method of interpretation is that each 
generation of writers has often interpreted the various events in 
the book of Revelation in light of the events happening in their 
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own time. This has led to multiple interpretations. This method 
also seems to be misguided. 
 
4. The futurist approach 
The futurist approach sees chapters 4-22 of Revelation as 
speaking of future events. These events will take place 
immediately before, during and after Christ’s Second Coming. This 
method of interpretation is the most natural and fits best with the 
flow of the text. It is the one that uses what is called the 
grammatical-historical method of interpretation that lets the text 
speak for itself. Revelation chapters 4-18 describe the seven year 
period known as the Great Tribulation that fall between the 
rapture of the church and Christ’s Second Coming. Revelations 
chapter 19 describes Christ’s Second Coming. Chapter 20 focuses 
on the millennial reign of Christ on the earth. Chapters 21 and 22 
describe the eternal state. Thus, it appears that the futuristic 
approach to the interpretation of the book of Revelation is the 
most natural. It helps flesh-out the End Times themes previously 
revealed in the Old Testament in books like Daniel, and in the 
New Testament by Jesus in such passages as Matthew 24 and 25 
known as the Olivet Discourse.  
 
Those who oppose the futuristic method of interpretation say 
that a futuristic view of Revelation would not have encouraged 
the early church. This argument falls flat. Indeed, knowing that 
future judgment and rewards are coming, encourages all 
Christians to live holy and productive lives. Also, Christians 
understand that in this world there are problems. Believers 
therefore look forward to the time they go to heaven where there 
is no more death, mourning, crying or pain (Rev 21:4). Based on 
the language of Revelation, it seems that looking at it futuristically 
is the normal, logical method of interpretation.  
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Outlining the Book 
In studying Revelation it is helpful to divide the book into sections. 
The book has 22 chapters. The easiest outline comes from the 
book itself and specifically from chapter one verse 19 that states, 
“Write therefore the things which you have seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall take place after these 
things.”  The book then naturally falls out into these sections. 
 
1. Introductory comments of 1:1-8 (The Book of Revelation 

Begins) 
2. The things which you have seen - 1:9-20 (John’s initial vision) 
3. The things which are - 2:1-3:22 (John’s letters to the seven 

churches) 
4. The things which shall take place after these things – 4:1-22:21 

(John’s revelation of the End Times) 
 
By far the longest of these sections is the last one in which the 
events of the End Times are laid out in detail. The first three 
sections set the stage for the last section. With this in mind, let’s 
look at the introductory section of the book of Revelation in the 
message entitled, “The Revelation Begins.” 
 
The Meaning of “Revelation” 
Revelation 1:1 states, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must 
shortly take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel 
to His bond-servant John.” 
 
The book of Revelation is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. The word 
revelation is the Greek work apokalupsis. It is the word from 
which we get our word apocalypse. The word means disclosure, 
appearing, coming, or revealing. Apokalupsis is from the Greek 
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root word apokalupto which means to take the cover off of 
something or to unveil it.  
 
This Revelation is of Jesus Christ. “Of Jesus Christ” can mean that 
the revelation is by or from Jesus, about Him, or both. In this case 
it is both. The book of Revelation is about Christ, His church, His 
Second Coming to our planet, His millennial reign, etc. Jesus came 
the first time as the baby in the manger, but this time He is 
coming as the Ruler and Judge of the earth. Up until the writing of 
Revelation, the details about Christ’s Second Coming had been 
somewhat veiled. The Old Testament addresses His Second 
Coming in the Book of Daniel and other places. Jesus discussed His 
Second Coming with His disciples, but now, the Book of 
Revelation pulls away the veil and lets us see much more detail - 
Christ’s Second Coming, the Battle of Armageddon, the Millennial 
Kingdom, and the ushering in of the New Heaven and the New 
Earth.  
 
Most of us have looked through a window to see what’s going on 
outside our houses. Sometimes we look from the outside to the 
inside. But when window blinds are pulled, a person can’t see in 
or out of a window. The person becomes blind to what is on the 
other side. Sometimes people not only have window blinds, they 
also have a window sheer that only partially blocks the view. 
When both the blinds and the sheer are pulled shut, no one can 
see in or out. When the blinds and the sheer are open, it is easy to 
see in or out. But when the blinds are open, and the sheer is 
closed, there is a view but it is obscured. The sheer makes it hard 
to see. A person may be able to make out some details through 
the sheer, but it is hard to see clearly. That is the way it has been 
with Christ’s Second Coming. Before the book of Revelation – we 
have known a few things, but now as the veil is pulled back, we 
get a clearer view. 
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How the Revelation was Given – It’s Progression 
Not only is the book of Revelation about Christ, it is from Him. 
Notice the progression of revelation from verse one,  
 

“1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to 
show to His bond-servants, the things which must shortly 
take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to 
His bond-servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of 
God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 
saw.” 

 
God the Father gave God the Son (Jesus) this Revelation so Jesus 
could show it to His bond-servants, i.e. His followers. In order to 
get the Revelation to His followers, Jesus communicated the 
Revelation to His angel, who communicated it to the Apostle 
John, who then wrote it down in the book of Revelation and sent 
it to seven churches in Asia Minor. The book of Revelation was 
shared not only in the seven churches of Revelation, but in other 
churches as well, and it eventually became part of the canon of 
Scripture (the Bible). As part of the Bible, the book of Revelation 
has been passed down through the generations to us today. It 
went from the Father to the Son to the angel to John to the 
churches to the Bible to us! God certainly works in amazing ways! 
 
The Immanent Nature of Christ’s Coming 
This Revelation of Jesus Christ contains things which the Bible 
says, “must shortly take place…(v1)” The word for shortly (or soon 
in some translations) is the Greek phrase en tachei and means 
“with speed.” Tachei is from the root word tachos which means 
fleet or quick. It is the word from which we get our English word 
tachometer. A tachometer measures speed or quickness of the 
internal parts of an engine. For example, in a car the tachometer 
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measures revolutions per minute (rpms) of the shaft that moves 
the pistons. If a car engine is reved-up by pushing down the 
accelerator, the tachometer will show a high rpm. If a car engine 
is reved-up too high, the tachometer needle will go into the red 
(called red-lining the engine) which means the engine parts are 
moving too fast and could be damaged or could fail. Tachei 
therefore carries the meaning of swiftness or speed. In the book 
of Revelation en tachei means that the events will happen with 
great speed when they come, not that they will necessarily 
happen immediately. When the things described in the book of 
Revelation begin to happen, they will come in rapid succession. 
They will happen quickly and suddenly. This idea of suddenness is 
also found in the following verses where en tachei is translated 
“quickly.”  
 

- Rev 2:16 – “Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you 
quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of 
My mouth.” 

- Rev 3:11 – “I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have so 
that no one will take your crown.” 

- Rev 22:7 – “And behold, I am coming quickly, Blessed is he 
who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

- Rev 22:12 – “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is 
with Me, to render to every man according to what he has 
done.” 

- Rev 22:20 – “Yes, I am coming quickly.” 
 
Since the events of Revelation will happen quickly, and since we 
don’t know when that time will be, en tachei also carries the idea 
of immanence, i.e. Christ’s Coming could happen at any time. His 
Coming is the next event on the eschatological calendar (the End 
Times Calendar). Thus, Christians need to be ready at all times for 
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Christ’s return. Jesus, Himself, told His followers to be ready.  In  
Mark 13:33-37 Jesus said,  
  

33"Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when 
the appointed time is. 34 "It is like a man, away on a journey, 
who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, 
assigning to each one his task, also commanded the 
doorkeeper to stay on the alert. 35 "Therefore, be on the 
alert-- for you do not know when the master of the house is 
coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, at 
cockcrowing, or in the morning-- 36 lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep. 37 "And what I say to you I say to all, 'Be 
on the alert!'"  

 
Again in Matthew 24:36-39 Jesus said, 
 

36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 37 "For 
the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of 
Noah. 38 "For as in those days which were before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 
39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took 
them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.  

 
Cashing in on God’s Promise 
Since Jesus’ return will be sudden and quick, someone said, we 
need to live our lives as if Christ died yesterday, rose today, and is 
coming tomorrow. Better yet, we need to live as if He could come 
today! We need to live with a sense of urgency – maintaining holy 
lives, sharing our faith, serving faithfully - living with a view that 
this earth is not our final home, but only a temporary stop on the 
way to heaven.  
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But how does a person live like that? One way is to stay in the 
Word, and let the truth of God’s Word become our passion. That 
is one reason why God gives the promise in verse three of 
Revelation chapter one, “Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are 
written in it; for the time is near.”  
 
We will be blessed as we read, and hear, and heed the words of 
the book of Revelation because it will help us keep an eternal 
perspective. As we read Revelation for ourselves, our gaze will be 
turned heavenward. As we hear the book of Revelation preached, 
we will encouraged to keep our gaze heavenward. When we heed 
the many instructions in the book of Revelation, we will live for 
God and make an eternal difference until He calls us home.  
 
Notice again the words at the end of verse three which emphasize 
the immanent return of Christ, “for the time is near.” The word 
time speaks of epochs, eras, ages or seasons. We currently live in 
the Church Age that started at the coming of the Holy Spirit on 
the Day of Pentecost, and will end with the Second Coming of 
Christ. That age could end at any moment, “the time is near.”  
 
Concluding Remarks 
Many people question the nearness of Christ’s coming. Others 
question whether or not He will come at all. In 2 Peter 3:3,4, the 
Apostle Peter warned,  
 

3 “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will 
come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 
and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For ever 
since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from 
the beginning of creation.’”  
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Contrary to what people may feel or say, Christ is coming. Even 
though He hasn’t come yet, doesn’t mean He has somehow 
forgotten about His promise to come. He will come in His time, 
and with all the recent world events, His coming could be very 
near.  
 
Regarding the coming of the Lord, the Apostle Peter wrote,  
 

8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, 
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the 
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth 
and its works will be burned up. 11 Since all these things are 
to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to 
be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which 
the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements 
will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise 
we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you look 
for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 
spotless and blameless, 15 and regard the patience of our 
Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you. (2 Peter 
3:8-15) 

 
One thing we know for sure, every day that goes by, means we 
are one day closer to Christ’s coming. In the meantime, we are to 
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be about the Lord’s business of sharing our faith and living for 
Him. 
 
The great news is that Christ’s coming is unveiled in the Book of 
Revelation. God lifted the veil so we can now see things the 
ancients only dreamed of seeing. All of us are encouraged to read, 
hear, and heed what is written in the Revelation. As we go 
through this series, I encourage you to read the book, a chapter a 
day. It will help you be more familiar with what God is about to 
do. 
 
Don’t fall asleep at the switch. Don’t get so earthly minded you 
are no heavenly good. Christ’s coming is immanent and will be 
sudden. Be alert, keep watching and praying, and when Christ 
comes you will be blessed beyond measure. 
 

 


