
Start here  
1. Memorize the definition. 
2. Memorize Romans 13:7. 
3. Memorize the opposite of showing respect. 

 
Story and discussion questions  
One day right before Tommy left to go to 
class at the local high school, his mom asked 
him to be sure to mow the front yard as soon 
as he got home that afternoon. Company was 
coming over for dinner and the front yard 
needed to look nice. Mowing the yard was 
one of Tommy’s chores, but he had failed to 
do it on the weekend. Tommy told his mom 
that he would take care of it. After school 
Tommy remembered that he needed to go 
straight home to mow the yard, but decided 
to hang out with his friends in the school 
parking lot instead. Ten minutes turned into 
two hours as Tommy and his friends drove to 
a local fast food restaurant to grab some 
French fries and text-message some girls. 
Tommy got home shortly before company 
arrived for dinner. When asked what made 
him so late, he said that he decided to hang 
out with his friends. When his mom gently 
scolded him, he told her that in his opinion 
the lawn didn’t need mowing and that she 
needed to chill out. As she tried to talk to 
him, he simply said, “Whatever!” and walked 
away. 
 
1. How did Tommy show lack of respect 

toward his Mom? (By failing to mow the 
lawn on the weekend. By disregarding 
her instructions. By talking back to her 
and walking away...) 

2. How should she deal with his disrespect? 
(she could ground him, talk to him, have 
his dad talk to him, take away 
privileges…) 

3. How can children show respect for 
parents? (By doing what they are told. By 
faithfully doing their chores. By not 
talking back when corrected. By speaking 
in a respectful tone of voice...) 

4. How can parents show respect for 
children? (By listening carefully to their 
complaints. By talking to their children in 
a civil tone. By not taking advantage of 
their children and piling on too many 
chores...) 

5. How can students show respect for 
teachers and others in authority? (By not 
saying mean things about them. By 
obeying school rules like not chewing 
gum. By getting homework in on time. By 
not passing notes and talking in class…) 

6. How do people in general show respect 
for their country? (By taking off their hat 
and putting their hand over their heart 
during the national anthem. By obeying 
the laws of the land. By paying taxes…) 

7. How do people in general show respect 
for each other? (By treating others fairly. 
By preferring others by letting them walk 
through a door first and holding the door 
open. By listening to and considering 
what others say…) 

8. How do people sometimes show lack of 
respect for themselves? (By not taking 
proper care of themselves...overeating, 
taking illegal drugs…)  

9. How does the picture on this study sheet 
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Having a high regard for all people, especially 
those in authority, and treating them with honor.  

 
Romans 13:7 (NASB)  

“Render to all what is due them:                                              
tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom;              

fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.” 
 

Opposite—Disrespectful 



illustrate the concept of being respectful?  
10. Why should we have a high regard for all 

people, especially those who are in 
positions of authority? (People are made 
in God’s image. People in positions of 
authority are placed there to help, guide 
and protect us...) 

11. Who are some of the people who are in 
positions of authority and why should 
they be shown respect? (Parents, 
teachers, policemen, bosses, elected 
officials…  They should be shown respect 
because they are there to help us...)  

 
Bible passages and  discussion questions 
Matthew 21:33-39 (NASB) -                                          
33 Listen to another parable. There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard and put a 
wall around it and dug a wine press in it, and 
built a tower, and rented it out to vine-
growers and went on a journey. 34 When the 
harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to 
the vine-growers to receive his produce.             
35 The vine-growers took his slaves and beat 
one, and killed another, and stoned a third.   
36 Again he sent another group of slaves 
larger than the first; and they did the same 
thing to them.  37 But afterward he sent his 
son to them, saying, 'They will respect my 
son.' 38 But when the vine-growers saw the 
son, they said among themselves, 'This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him and seize his 
inheritance.' 39 They took him, and threw him 
out of the vineyard and killed him. 
1. How did the landowner show respect for 

those to whom he rented his land?        
(by making the property nice for them - 
planting a vineyard, putting up a wall, 
putting in a wine press, building a tower) 

2. How did the renters show disrespect to 
the landowner? (by not paying their rent 
and by mistreating his messengers, 
especially his son) 

3. Was it reasonable for the landowner to 
expect the renters to respect his son? (yes, 
he represented the owners) 

4. What does Philippians 2:3 have to do 
with respect? “Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with  
humility of mind regard one another as 
more important than yourselves.”  (if you 
regard others as more important than 
yourself, you will show them respect) 

 
Application  
1. What have you done to show respect for 

others? When you showed respect what 
happened? 

2. What have you done to be disrespectful to 
others? When you showed disrespect 
what happened? How could you have 
done things differently to show respect? 

3. What have you done to show respect or 
lack of respect for yourself? 

4. How do people show respect or lack of 
respect for God? 

5. What do you need to do to show more 
respect for others, yourself, and God? 

 
Activities  
1. Create and perform (if you have enough 

people) short skits that illustrate: 
 Lack of respect at school 
 Respect at school 
 Lack of respect at home 
 Respect at home 
 Lack of respect in the workplace 
 Respect in the work place 
2. Write down the memory verse and then 

cut it into pieces with each piece being 
one word of the text. Take turns putting it 
together for time. See who can do it the 
fastest. 

3. Close in prayer asking God to help you be 
more respectful. 

 
Notes: 
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