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Who May Draw Near? 
 

Psalm 15:1-5  
 

By Chris Losey 
 

Psalm 15:1-5 (NASB)  
1 O LORD, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your 
holy hill? 2 He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, 
And speaks truth in his heart. 3 He does not slander with his 
tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach 
against his friend; 4 In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, But 
who honors those who fear the LORD; He swears to his own hurt 
and does not change; 5 He does not put out his money at interest, 
Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these 
things will never be shaken.  
 
Introduction 
Have you ever asked God a question? Many times our questions 
come as a result of some problem in our own life or that of a 
family member or friend. We might ask, “Lord, why did You allow 
my friends to be in that car wreck? Lord, how could You let our 
daughter get that dreaded disease? Lord, why have You allowed 
me to lose my job? Why are my children out of control?” Many 
times, difficulties in our lives cause us to look up and ask “why?”  
 
Besides asking God questions during tough times, I think it is 
healthy to ask God questions any time. We shouldn’t wait for 
trouble to strike and then ask questions. Instead we should ask 
the kind of questions David asked in Psalm 15:1, “O Lord, who may 
abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill?” 
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The Question 
Asking questions is good. It means we are thinking and searching. 
We can also ask questions of one another. It has been said that 
the only dumb question is the one that isn’t asked. 
 
The question arises, “What was David really asking when he asked 
the Lord, “O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on 
Your holy hill?” David wanted to know what kind of person was fit 
to come into the presence of God. In other words, who could draw 
near to God to worship? 
 
David’s first question gets at the heart of what David wanted to 
know, “O Lord, who may abide in Your tent?” The word “abide” is 
the Hebrew word guwr meaning “to turn aside from the road for 
the purpose of finding a place to lodge.” It was the idea of finding 
a place to stay for the night as a guest. David was thus saying, 
“Lord, what kind of people are you looking for to come and hang 
out with You?”  
 
When David said, “who may abide in Your tent?” he was referring 
to the Tabernacle. You may remember that after Moses went up 
onto Mt. Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments and other laws 
from God (Ex 19-23), he had a tent set up outside the camp of the 
Jews where he met with God (Ex 33:7). When Moses was on Mt. 
Sinai, God also gave him the plans for the Tabernacle, which was 
also a tent structure (Ex 35-38) and also called the tent of meeting 
(Ex40:34). Moses passed on these instructions to the Jewish 
people who built the Tabernacle. It became the place where God 
dwelt among His people. Some years later under Solomon, the 
temple was built as a permanent place of worship.  
 
The point is, the tent of meeting was a holy place. It is where 
people brought their offerings to the priests and the priests under 
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the direction of the High Priest, Aaron, performed their priestly 
duties. People who came to the Tabernacle were to treat the 
experience with deep reverence. Two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and 
Abihu, dishonored God by offering strange fire at the tent of 
meeting and God struck them dead. God did not tolerate such 
unholy actions and attitudes and made an example of the two 
men.  
 
So David asked God, “O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who 
may dwell on Your holy hill?” He was really saying, “Lord, who may 
draw near to You? Who may come into Your presence?” Who may 
turn aside from the road and be Your guest? What kind of person 
are You looking for to worship You? 
 
Have you ever considered questions like this? Have you ever 
wondered what God wants from His worshippers? As Christians, 
we should want to know!  It is appropriate to ask God questions 
like, “Lord, who is it that You desire to come before You on Sunday 
morning at church? What needs to be the condition of my heart 
when I worship You and sing Your praises?”  
 
Perhaps there are other questions we should ask of God, too, like: 
 

- Lord, how am I doing in my Christian walk? 
- What needs to change in my life so I can honor You more? 
- Is there anything I need to start or stop doing? 

 
I believe if we ask God these questions, He will answer. And He is 
the only one who can give the right answer. If you want to know 
what kind of person someone wants around them, it is good to 
ask that person directly. That is precisely what David did. He didn’t 
ask his friends. He didn’t ask his wife what she thought about who 
God would want to come before Him. David asked God.  
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God certainly answered David’s question. He did it by prompting 
David what to write next in Psalm 15. 
 
The Answer 
Notice in Psalm 15 that David wrote down the answer to his own 
question. Perhaps in his heart he knew the answer before he even 
asked God the question. There are times when we know the 
answer to the questions we ask God. We might ask, “Lord, what is 
it in my life that needs to change in order to honor You more?” We 
may already know. God may have previously prompted or 
convicted our hearts about something. In the case of David, the 
answer to his question had several parts. There were several 
qualities that God looks for in His worshippers. All of them have to 
do with living a holy life. 
 
It might be said, that the person who God wants to draw near to 
Him is the person who does certain things and doesn’t do other 
things. It is the person who exhibits a level of holiness in his life. 
Does this mean God doesn’t want sinners to come to him? The 
truth is, all of us are sinners. We have all sinned and fall short of 
God’s glory (Rm 3:23). But when we come to Christ, God forgives 
our sin and wants us to live for Him. As we live for Him our lives 
should exhibit an increasing level of holiness. If we have never 
come to Christ, the first thing he wants from us is our repentance, 
our turning from sin. If we are Christians, God wants us to come 
before Him with a measure of holiness. 
 
Let’s now look at who God desires to approach Him by looking at 
the various qualities God wants to see in a person’s life.  
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Walks with integrity 
Listen again to Psalm 15:1 and the first part of verse two, “O Lord, 
who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? He 
who walks with integrity.” 
 
The first quality God is looking in the lives of those who draw near 
to Him is a life of integrity. A person’s “walk,” is not the length of 
his stride, or the swagger in his step. In this context, the word 
“walk” refers to a person’s life, how he conducts his everyday 
business. You may remember that Ephesians 5:15-16, “Therefore 
be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making 
the most of your time, because the days are evil.” We must be 
careful how we live (walk), making the most of our time because 
the days are full of all sorts of evil – things to distract us, things to 
tempt us, things to discourage us, things to shipwreck our faith. 
 
The way to walk carefully is to walk with integrity. The word 
integrity means “wholeness or completeness.” It means that 
something (in this case our lives) are whole and complete, not full 
of hidden flaws and impurities. The word integrity is used not just 
of humans, but we also use it of substances like steel. For example 
it is important that the steel in a bridge has great integrity, that 
the steel is solid and not full of hidden air bubbles and other 
impurities which could weaken it and cause it to fail. It is 
important that the steel has great integrity in every part especially 
the hidden parts. 
 
In English, the word integrity is akin to the word integrate. To 
integrate means “to form into a whole, to unify”. To have a life of 
integrity in God’s eyes means that our lives have been formed into 
a whole with the principles of His Word, that we have become 
unified with Him. It means that His truth has become our truth; 
that His standards regarding sin, finances, purity, forgiveness, 
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patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-control, etc. have been 
adopted by us. It means that we see life the same way He does, 
and we are seeking to allow Him to weave into the fabric of our 
lives all of His values so that we become His ambassadors and 
reflect Him in every way. 
 
To have a life of integrity means we can’t pick and choose the 
standards we want to adopt. We can’t say, I will embrace you 
standards for forgiveness, but I refuse to embrace your standards 
regarding what constitutes sin. I have some areas where I disagree 
with You, God. Any standard we fail to adopt is a chink in our 
integrity and becomes a weakness that causes our lives to be 
disintegrated rather than integrated. 
 
A walk of integrity seeks to honor God in every area, from one’s 
private life to his public life and all points in-between. 
 
Works righteousness 
Besides those who walk with integrity, God is also looking for 
those who “work righteousness.” Listen again to Psalm 15:1,2, “O 
Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy 
hill? He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness.” 
 
While a “walk of integrity” refers to the general fabric of a 
person’s life, “works of righteousness” refers to the things a 
person does.  
 
Ephesians 2:10 reveals that God made us for the purpose of doing 
good works, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would 
walk in them.” Before the foundation of the world, God prepared 
God works for you and me to do that would glorify him. Helping 
our neighbor, doing community work, feeding the poor, doing 
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charitable work, serving in the church, and a thousand other good 
things are examples of good works. Any good thing we do is a 
good work. And these good works must be done in righteousness. 
In other words they need to promote God’s goodness and be done 
with pure motives. If we help the poor in order to get personal 
recognition, our works are not righteous. If we serve in the church 
in order to get the pastor off our back, our works are not 
righteous. If we befriend people and do nice things for them in 
order to gain their favor, our works are not righteous. Our works 
must be done with the right motives from a pure heart. We serve 
and help others because it is the right thing to do.  
 
Are the works that flow out of your life, self-serving or do they 
promote God’s kingdom? Are those works done with pure motives 
of are they part of some hidden agenda? God is looking for those 
who do the right things for the right reasons.  
 
Speaks words of truth 
God is also looking for worshippers who speak words of truth. 
Psalm 1:1-3 states, “O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may 
dwell on Your holy hill? He who walks with integrity, and works 
righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart. He does not slander 
with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a 
reproach against his friend.” 
 
Speaking the truth starts with speaking truth in ones own heart. It 
is what’s on the inside that spills out. If a person decides in his 
heart that he will only speak words that reflect God’s character, he 
is well on his way to controlling his mouth and the things that 
come out of it.  
 
Psalm 15:3 says we are not to slander with our tongue and thus do 
evil to a neighbor. The word slander means “to go about as a tale-
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bearer.” We are not to spread true or untrue stories about our 
neighbor for the purpose of undermining his reputation. The verse 
goes on to say that we are not to take up a reproach against a 
friend. To take up a reproach means to try to disgrace someone. 
We must not speak words that disgrace another person. If a friend 
or neighbor has hurt us, we must not seek to get even by bad-
mouthing them to others.  We should talk with them privately.  
 
Put bluntly, we are not to use our words to speak badly about 
others. The things that come out of our mouths need to words 
that heal, not words that hurt. 
 
If something bad happens to someone that reveals sin in their life, 
it seems there are always those people who can’t wait to spread 
the bad news. Such talebearers seem to take pleasure in the 
misfortune of others. Perhaps it is because they feel bad about 
themselves, and need someone’s misfortune to feel better about 
their own miserable condition. What a sad way to live.   
 
Proverbs 4:24 instructs, “Put away from you a deceitful mouth and 
put devious speech far from you.”  
 
Proverbs 16:27-28 reveals, “A worthless man digs up evil, while his 
words are like scorching fire. A perverse man spreads strife, and a 
slanderer separates intimate friends.”  
 
Ephesians 4:29 states, “Let no unwholesome word proceed from 
your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification 
according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to 
those who hear.” Now there’s a great way to live!  
 
When God looks for worshippers to come before Him, He is 
looking for those who have learned to tame their tongues. 
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Sees and treats people the right way 
If we want to be welcomed before God as we come into His 
presence, it is important that we learn to see and treat people the 
right way. Referring to those who may come into God’s presence, 
Psalm 15:1-4 states that God is looking for those “in whose eyes a 
reprobate is despised, but who honors those who fear the Lord.” 
Simply put, God is looking for worshippers who despise 
reprobates, and who honor those who fear God. The question 
becomes, what does this mean? It means that we are to view vile 
people with disdain. This doesn’t mean we don’t love those 
people and hope they will come to Christ. We do hope they will 
come to Christ and turn from their wicked behaviors. We hope 
that everyone comes to Christ, but we do not try to justify sinful 
behavior like the world does.  
 
The word reprobate means “vile person”. A vile person is one who 
does things that are evil, wicked and disgraceful in God’s sight. The 
Scripture says we are to despise such people. The word despise 
means to disesteem rather than to esteem.  
 
In today’s world many people laugh at vile behavior. They think it 
is funny, especially if a person can be vile without getting caught. 
Others try to justify vile behavior and even condone it. They label 
Christians and others who condemn vile behavior as prudes and 
hate-mongers. The truth is, God sees sin for what it is, and we 
should.  No amount of rationalization will change God’s mind. We 
mustn’t join the world and call evil “good” and good “evil”. We 
must see sin the way God sees it. Isaiah 5:20-23 aptly states, 
 
            Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; 
            Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; 
            Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  



 

10 

Copyright 2011, Chris Losey 
 

            Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes 
            And clever in their own sight!  
            Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine 
            And valiant men in mixing strong drink,  
            Who justify the wicked for a bribe, 
            And take away the rights of the ones who are in the right! 
  
In addition to despising reprobates, Christians are to honor those 
who fear God. The world often views those who love and follow 
God as mindless robots deserving great pity. We must view those 
who love and follow God with great honor. They are the ones who 
see the world the way it really is. 
 
The more we see and treat people the way God does, the more He 
welcomes us into His presence.  
 
Keeps his word 
The second half of Psalm 15:4 further reveals the qualities God 
desires in those who come before Him, “he swears to his own hurt 
and does not change.” What does it mean to swear to ones own 
hurt and not to change? It is referring to someone who gives 
another person his word that he will do something, and then 
follows through and does it, even if it turns out not to be to his 
advantage. For example, let’s say one friend calls another friend 
on Tuesday and invites him to go see a movie on Saturday night. 
The friend accepts the invitation. In the mean time a third friend 
calls the second friend on Wednesday and invites him to go to a 
concert on Saturday night that is at the same time as the movie. 
The second friend would really rather go to the concert, but he 
has already accepted the invitation to the movie. He now must 
make the choice. Will he keep his word and honor his 
commitment to go to the movie, or will he cancel the invite to the 
movie in order to take the better offer of the concert? A man who 
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swears to his hurt will do the right thing and forgo the concert in 
order to remain true to his word to go to the movie. This is not a 
perfect example. The second friend might call the first friend and 
explain the circumstance and schedule to see the movie with the 
first friend another night. He might invite the first friend to see if 
he would also like to go to the concert. The point is clear. If we 
make a commitment, we should keep our commitment. 
Sometimes there are extenuating circumstances like sickness or 
death, but generally speaking, if we say we are going to do 
something we must do it, even in the little things. This honors 
God.  
 
Isn’t it nice to know that God keeps His commitments to us, 
despite our foolishness? We must follow His example. As we do, 
He is pleased to have us in His presence.   
 
Uses his wealth in a godly manner 
Next, God is looking for those people who use their wealth to 
honor Him. Specifically, Psalm 15:5 states, “he does not put out his 
money at interest, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.” 
God wants us to be gracious with our finances. He does not want 
us to take advantage of those in tough financial straights by 
lending them money at an exorbitant interest rate. It seems that 
some credit card companies prey on people who get themselves 
behind the economic eight ball. Some people who don’t handle 
their money wisely are a bad financial risk. In that case, perhaps it 
is best not to loan money to them at all. But if we do loan money 
we need to do it reasonably. 
 
Another aspect of honoring God with our money is refusing to 
take bribes. A bribe is an inducement to do something wrong. For 
example, one person might bribe another person with money in 
order to get that person to lie so another person gets in trouble. In 
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a neighborhood, one neighbor might pay another neighbor to lie 
to the police about a third neighbor in order to get that third 
neighbor in trouble.  
 
God never wants us to take a bribe against the innocent. 
 
The result   
The six qualities of those who may draw close to God may be 
summarized with six key words: 
 
Walk – they walk in integrity 
Work – they work righteousness 
Words – they speak truth in their heart smf do not slander others 
Way – they view reprobates with disdain, but honor those who 
fear God  
Word – they keep their word even when it hurts 
Wealth – they do not extract exorbitant interest or accept bribes  
 
What is the result of seeking to live this way? First, it honors God 
and makes us the kind of people God is pleased to have come 
before Him. Living such a life does not mean we are perfect or free 
from sin. We will always be sinners, but a person who does the 
things mentioned above, honors and pleases God. The end of 
Psalm 15:5 gives another result as well. It states, “He who does 
these things will never be shaken.” The word “shaken” means 
wavering and moveable. To never be shaken means just the 
opposite: unwavering and unmoveable. Those who live to please 
God are obviously saved and can never be moved from His abiding 
presence. Our salvation is secure in Him, and when we stand 
before Him we will hear the wonderful words, “well done” good 
and faithful servant!  
 
Let me close with a simple question that each of us can ask 
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ourselves, “What kind of worshipper am I?” 
 
If you are not yet a Christian, I hope this is the day you will admit 
that you need God and ask Him to come into your life to be your 
Lord (the one who calls the shots in your life) and Savior (the One 
who saves you). If you want to be saved, here is a simple prayer 
you can pray right now. 
 
Lord, I need You. I admit that I am a sinner and separated from 
You. I believe that Jesus came to this earth, died for my sin, and 
rose from the dead on the third day. I place my faith in Him and 
choose to follow Him. Make me the person You want me to be. I 
give myself to You. Amen. 
 
If you are a Christian I hope you will seek to live a life that honors 
God through all the things found in Psalm 15:1-5, 
 
[1] O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your 
holy hill? [2] He who walks with integrity, and works 
righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart.  [3] He does not 
slander with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes up 
a reproach against his friend; [4] in whose eyes a reprobate is 
despised, but who honors those who fear the Lord; he swears to 
his own hurt and does not change; [5] he does not put out his 
money at interest, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things will never be shaken. 
 
If you do, He invites you to draw near. 
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Discussion Questions 
 
1. What questions does David ask God in Psalm 15:1? How would 

you summarize these questions into one question? In other 
words, what is David really asking? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. What are the six “W’s” that summarize the qualities that God 

desires in those who come to worship Him? Summarize each 
one in your own words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. If you are a Christian, which “W’s” do you find difficult to live 

by? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
4. How can you apply the teaching of this message to your life? 
 


