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EASTER - The Proper Response 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 
 
INTRODUCTION 
What is some of the best news you've ever heard?  Perhaps your wife 
came home and said, "Honey, I'm pregnant."  And you responded,  "But 
we already have six kids!..."   
 
Perhaps you had cancer surgery like one of our congregation members.  
She and her husband were waiting nervously for the results when the 
doctor came in and said, "The tests came back negative, you do not 
have cancer in your lymphatic system!"  What good news!   
 
Perhaps the good news came when you were a student in college 
waiting on pins and needles for grades to come out.  You got your 
grade sheet in the mail, opened it and prayed.  As you read, the news 
was good; you passed!  
 
It is wonderful getting good news.  When a person gets good news 
there is usually a positive response.  People get excited about good 
news!  Sometimes they jump or shout for joy.   
 
But the greatest news of all is not having a new baby, finding that you 
don't have cancer, or even passing classes in school.  The greatest news 
in all the world is what happened on Easter. Jesus rose from the dead!  
That news means that death no longer has the upper hand.  Jesus 
conquered death and can do the same for those who put their trust in 
Him.  Life is not a meaningless treadmill.  The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ proves that there is a God and that He sent His Son, Jesus, to die 
for us, and rise from the dead so that we can have an abundant life 
now, and eternal life when we die.  Praise God!  This is great news.   
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I love the Word of God because it tells us exactly how to live our lives.  
As I read and re-read the Easter story this week, I saw the proper 
response to Easter.  May I share it with you?  It is found in Matthew 28.  
I invite you to turn there in your Bible.  Since there are two kinds of 
people in the world, Christians and non-Christians, this message will 
address the proper response of both groups. 
 
THE PROPER RESPONSE OF CHRISTIANS TO EASTER 
THE PROPER RESPONSE OF NON-CHRISTIANS TO EASTER 
 
Let's begin by considering the proper response for Christians.  If you are 
a Christian listen carefully to this first section of the message.  If you are 
a non-Christian, I encourage you to listen, too, and then focus on the 
second section directed specifically to you. 
 
THE PROPER RESPONSE OF CHRISTIANS TO EASTER 
Listen to Matthew 28:1,  "Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
came to look at the grave." 
 
That first Easter morning some women came to Jesus' tomb.  Mark 16:1 
further fills in the details and states that Salome was also with the two 
Marys.  They not only came to look at the grave but also to anoint 
Jesus' grave clothes with spices.  This would help keep down the smell 
as His body decayed.  They loved Jesus and wanted to care for Him in 
death as they had followed Him in life. 
 
Listen now to verses two through six. 
 

v2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the 
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stone and sat upon it.  v3 And his appearance was like lightning, 
and his garment as white as snow;  v4 and the guards shook for 
fear of him and became like dead men.  v5 And the angel 
answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I know 
that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.  v6 He is not 
here, for He has risen, just as He said.  Come, see the place where 
He was lying."   

 
When the Marys and Salome arrived at the grave site they discovered 
the angel who had rolled away the large stone that sealed the tomb's 
entrance.  The angel announced that Jesus was not there because He 
had risen just like He said.  The angel even showed the women that 
Christ's body was gone. 
 
You may be thinking, "So what should be a Christian's response to 
Easter?"  Actually there are several proper responses.  They are in the 
verses that follow.  As the responses are examined one at a time, it will 
be seen that some of them are directions from heaven.  In other words, 
God tells us how we should respond and we simply need to obey.  
Other responses are implied in the text.  The first response is: 
 
1.  A Sense of Urgency 
After the angel tells the women that Jesus is risen, he invites them to 
see that fact for themselves. The angel then begins giving instructions.  
The first three words in verse seven are, "And go quickly..."  The angel 
tells the women who believe in Christ that their first response is to have 
a sense of urgency about telling the good news to others. 
 
If you are a Christian, do you have a sense of urgency about this news?  
Are you going quickly to tell others?  You should be!  And so should I. 
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It seems that our world today lacks a sense of urgency about many 
important things.  Employees often lack a sense of urgency on the job.  
Some teenagers lack a sense of urgency about homework.  Christians 
sometimes lack a sense of urgency in their faith.   
 
I saw a sign in one office that read, "If you don't believe in the 
resurrection of the dead, you ought to be at our office at quitting time."  
Is it like that at your office? 
 
One person was talking to another and said, "The biggest problems in 
the world today are ignorance and apathy."  The second person 
responded, "I really don't know and I really don't care." 
 
In an apathetic world that seems consumed with pleasure, recreation 
and person rights, Christians need to be people with a sense of urgency 
to tell others the truth of Easter. 
 
Notice, also, who the women were to tell, "And go quickly and tell His 
disciples..."  They were to tell the disciples.  Even though the disciples 
followed Christ and even believed in Him, they needed to be jolted with 
this new truth that Jesus had risen.  Do you remember when Jesus 
asked the disciples who He was?  Matthew 16:16 records Peter's 
response, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."  The disciples 
believed in Jesus but their world had been shattered by His death and 
the difficult circumstances surrounding that event.  They were broken 
and battered followers who desperately needed to hear the good news 
of the resurrection.   
 
Even though we as Christians know the truth, it seems that many of us 
are battered followers.  We have been exhausted from work, 
overwhelmed by life's commitments, put down as Christians in the 
media... many of us are just plain tired.   We need to be reminded that 
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Jesus has risen.  We need to rekindle our sense of urgency about 
sharing of the good news of Easter.  It can start by praying diligently for 
our most-wanted, those we want to see come to Christ.  It can continue 
by boldly sharing our faith openly as God gives the opportunity.  We 
need to come out of hiding and proclaim to the world, "Jesus is risen!" 
 
This week I asked myself,  "Have I really had a sense of urgency about 
sharing Christ with others?"  Even though I give an invitation at church 
and pray for my ten most wanted, I couldn't remember the last time I 
shared face-to-face with a non-Christian about Jesus Christ.  I was 
convicted.  The Lord prompted me to put together an Easter survey and 
head to a local park.  He also prompted me to get 10 silver dollars and 
offer silver for survey.  If  a person took the short survey, I gave him a 
silver dollar.  As it turned out, many people didn't care about the 
money but they were interested in the survey.  In two hours I 
approached 8 people and was only rejected by one.  To the other seven 
I asked the following questions: 
 
1.  What does Easter mean to you? 
2.  What great religious event happened on Easter? 
3.  Do you believe that Jesus really rose from the dead? 
4.  If you had to stand in front of God and He asked you why you should 
be allowed to enter heaven, what would you say? 
5.  Would you like to know how to have a personal relationship with 
God? 
 
Sharing this survey was one of the most positive experiences I have had 
in a long time.  People shared genuine responses and were very open.  I 
talked to one couple for 35 minutes.  There were even folks who 
wanted information about our church.  No one made a decision for 
Christ but many seeds were planted.  Nearly everyone wanted a copy of 
the manuscript, "Evidence For the Resurrection," and many wanted a 
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copy of the tract, "The Most Important Decision You Will Ever Make."  
The one person who did not want to talk to me said , "Thanks for being 
polite," when I didn't force the issue.  
 
One man was sitting on a bench next to the lake when I approached 
him and said, "My name is Chris Losey.  I'm a pastor from a local church 
and I'm doing an Easter Survey.  I'm offering a silver dollar to all who 
will take the survey."   
 
The man responded, "I really don't want your money but I would be 
interested in taking the survey.  I'm Jewish.  Can I still take the survey?"   
 
The man's name was Stan.  I told him that the survey was open to 
everyone.  When I asked Him what great religious event happened on 
Easter, he said, "The birth of Christ."  After thinking about it he 
corrected himself, "No, I mean the resurrection of Christ."   
 
When I asked him if he believed that the resurrection really happened, 
he said, "I don't have a clue."  He was very interested in receiving the 
manuscript, "Evidence For The Resurrection."   
 
I then asked what he would say to God if he had to stand before Him 
and God asked why he should be allowed into heaven.  Stan replied, "I 
would tell God that I tried to treat everyone the same way I wanted to 
be treated."  Stan was surprised when I informed him that although 
God wants us to treat each other this way, it doesn't get a person into 
heaven.  He was also interested in receiving the tract, "The Most 
Important Decision..."  As we closed our conversation, I shared with 
Stan that if he didn't want the silver dollar, perhaps he had a grandchild 
that did.  He said that he knew just the person to give it to.   
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Many Christians are leery of this type of evangelism but I'm here to say 
that people around us are dying in their sin and interested in talking 
about spiritual things.  Certainly there are those who don't want to talk 
but there are many more who do.  As Christians we need a sense of 
urgency to tell them the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
Not only are Christians to have a great sense of urgency, but they are to 
have: 
 
2.  Great Confidence 
But why should Christians have great confidence?  Here are two 
important reasons.   
 
First, Christians have a unique message.  They serve a risen Savior.  
Look again at verse seven, "And go quickly and tell His disciples that He 
has risen from the dead;"  Our God conquered death.  No other religion 
serves a risen Savior.  They were all founded by leaders who are now 
dead.    Buddhism's Buddha is dead.  The Mormon's Joseph Smith is 
dead.  Christian Science's Mary Baker Eddy is dead.  Islam's prophet 
Mohammed is dead.  They are all dead but one!  Jesus is that one. 
 
The second reason that Christians should have confidence is because 
Jesus will go before them in all they do.  Listen to all of verse seven.  
"And go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; 
and behold, He is going before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; 
behold, I have told you." 
 
Jesus would go before them.  He is a way maker.  He goes before His 
people just like God the Father went before the Jewish nation when 
they went into battle in the Old Testament.  Christians are now in a 
spiritual battle for the souls of men and Jesus makes a way for them.  
Because He conquered death, nothing is too hard for Christ to do for 
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His followers.  The prophet Jeremiah said in the book of Jeremiah 
chapter 32 verse 17, "Ah Lord God!  Behold, Thou hast made the 
heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thine outstretched 
arm!  Nothing is too difficult for Thee."  Today we can say, "Oh Lord, 
You not only made the heavens and earth with Your outstretched arm 
but You also conquered death.  Nothing is too difficult for You.  We can 
trust and obey You because You make a way for us!  You will go before 
us."   
 
Have you ever had anyone go before you in a task?   I remember taking 
boxing as a PE class in college.  Everyone wore headgear and used large 
16 ounce boxing gloves.  We had to fight three rounds with our 
opponent.  By the end of the third round, it seemed like our arms were 
lead weights moving in slow motion.  It would have been nice to have 
someone go before me into the ring for a couple of rounds to wear 
down and soften up my opponent.  That is a picture of what Jesus does 
for us.  We can't do what He tells us to do in our own power.  He goes 
before us and makes a way.  He not only softens up our opponents but 
He stays in the ring with us and empowers every punch.  
 
Because of Easter, Christians are to have a sense of urgency and great 
confidence.  But that's not all.  They are also to have: 
 
3.  Sacrificial Commitment 
Notice in verse seven that the angel told the women to have the 
disciples meet Jesus in Galilee.  "And go quickly and tell His disciples 
that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you into 
Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you."   
 
Galilee!  Why Galilee?  That was approximately seventy miles away.  
Why couldn't Jesus meet them on the outskirts of Jerusalem where 
they now stood?  The disciples had lives to live, money to make, food to 
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buy, and perhaps bills to pay.  Going to Galilee would be inconvenient.  
It would take at least three or more days to get there by foot.  Who 
would pay the transportation costs?  Where would they stay?  How 
would they pay for food?  Why was Jesus making things so difficult?  I 
believe that He was calling His disciples to sacrificial commitment.  
There would be a price for following Him.   
 
Have you found that being a Christian is not easy?  It may cost us our 
friends.  It may mean going to the mission field.  It will mean giving 
financially to God's work.  It will mean living differently than the world. 
 
I notice that many Christians are into what might be called convenient 
Christianity.  If its convenient, they'll do it.  If not, they won't.  If it is 
convenient to attend a worship service or special program they may 
come, but if it costs them a golf game, fishing trip, or fun outing, they 
won't.  Sometimes I ask myself, "Where is the commitment?"  It's true 
that some folks are over-committed in the church, but that is the 
exception.  Instead, many people are over-committed in everything else 
but church, and give God the left-overs.  I've said it before, "I would 
rather burn out for God than rust out."  How about you? 
 
The story is told of Lough Fook a Chinese Christian who had a burden 
for his fellow Chinamen working as coolies in South African mines.  To 
ensure that they heard the gospel, Lough left his comfortable life in 
China and sold himself as a coolie for five years.  His sacrificial 
commitment cost him his life, but not before he led more than 200 of 
his fellow Chinamen to Christ.  That is the kind of sacrificial 
commitment God calls us to today.  Will you make the needed sacrifices 
to tell others about Christ?  Will you risk ridicule by opening your 
mouth and letting folks know that Jesus is the way to heaven?  Will you 
give sacrificially of your time, talents and treasure to the work of 
Christ?  
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God wants His people to have sacrificial commitment:  in their giving, in 
their sharing, in their helping, in their serving.  If we get rid of life's 
chaff and concentrate on the wheat, God will use us and His impact 
through us will be great!   
 
Fourth, Easter should cause Christians to have: 
 
4.  An External Focus 
The women were told to tell others.  The angel did not tell them to take 
the news of the resurrection and go contemplate it in some holy 
huddle.  They were not told to go console themselves.  They were not 
told to keep the news a secret.  They were told to tell others.  This goes 
right along with having a sacrificial commitment.   
 
Instead of having an external focus, it seems that many people today 
are consumed with self-focus.  They have their eyes on themselves.  
They are forever worried about how they look, how they come across, 
whether their hair and clothes are just right...  The number of mirrors 
everywhere in society is evidence of this.  Some folks have mirrors on 
their ceilings, on their walls, their doors.  Bathrooms are covered with 
mirrors. Mirrors are not bad.  I'm glad that women carry mirrors in their 
purses... but mirrors are simply an indicator of how consumed we are 
with ourselves.  I challenge you to put a sign on some of your mirrors at 
home which says, have an external focus.  Every time you see the sign 
think about the proper response to Easter. 
 
In addition to an external focus, the proper response to Easter includes: 
 
5.  Fear and Joy 
Listen to verse 8, "And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples."  It is so good to see 
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the obedience of the women.  They were told to go quickly and they 
did.  But notice that they departed with fear and joy.  Not fear of man 
or fear of evil, but fear of God.  They had an awesome fear/reverence 
for an all-powerful God who conquered death.  They also possessed 
great joy because God had conquered death for them.  We, too, should 
have fear and great joy.  The two go together.    
 
Along with fear and joy, Christians should also have: 
 
6.  A Commitment to Worship 
Verses eight through ten state: 
 

v8 And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great 
joy and ran to report it to His disciples.  v9 And behold, Jesus met 
them and greeted them.  And they came up and took hold of His 
feet and worshipped Him.  v10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and 
there they shall see Me." 

 
I can picture the women rushing off to tell the disciples the good news.  
They were women on a mission.  But in the midst of their rushing, they 
ran into Jesus.  All three women probably did a double-take.  Here was 
Jesus right in front of them!  Should they stop or continue on to tell the 
disciples?  Obviously they stopped.  They came up to Jesus, fell at His 
feet and worshipped.  Do you see the dynamic?  In the midst of 
ministry, the women took time to worship.  We need to hear this 
message today!  Many times people are so busy rushing around with 
life and ministry that they don't take time to worship.  They never 
break away from the daily grind to spend precious moments in the 
Word and prayer.  Christians should never be so busy that they fail to 
worship at Jesus' feet.  Hebrews 10:25 states that we are not to neglect 
the assembling of ourselves together as is the habit of some.  What is 
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your habit?  Do you gather regularly with other Christians for corporate 
worship?  Are the Word and prayer a high priority in your life?  Those 
who spend time in ministry without spending time in worship will soon 
grow weary.  Their ministry will be in the power of the flesh, not the 
Spirit.  Only Spirit-filled ministry has power. 
 
A few weeks ago I encouraged folks to spend time daily in the Word 
and prayer.  Later that week a few people privately thanked me for the 
challenge and said it was making a difference in their lives.  Spending 
time with God is not wasted time, just like spending time brushing ones 
teeth is not wasted time.  It cleans us and makes us presentable to the 
world. 
 
Recently I have been trying something new.  We have an exercise 
machine at home that has a little rack where my Bible fits perfectly.  I 
have been doing some of my Bible reading while exercising.  One day 
while reading in the Psalms, the beeper on the exercise machine went 
off, at the exact time as I was finishing my reading.  I had a great 
workout in body and Spirit, and God had worked out the timing.  It 
made me laugh inside.  It was just further confirmation of the 
importance of spending time with God and allowing Him to work out 
the timing of the rest of life's tasks.  My days go much better when I 
start them in personal worship with the Lord. 
 
The seventh proper response to Easter entails: 
 
7.  A Realistic Attitude 
It is important that we realize there will be those who reject the 
message of Easter no matter what the evidence.  It is unrealistic and 
unbiblical to think that everyone will respond positively to the good 
news.  Verses 11-15 make this abundantly clear: 
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v11 Now while they were on their way, behold, some of the guard 
came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had 
happened.  v12 And when they had assembled with the elders and 
counseled together, they gave a large sum of money to the 
soldiers, v13 and said, "You are to say, 'His disciples came by night 
and stole Him away while we were asleep.'  v14 And if this should 
come to the governor's ears, we will win him over and keep you 
out of trouble."  v15 And they took the money and did as they had 
been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, 
and is to this day." 

 
It is incredible for me to think that after hearing the story from the 
guards that the chief priests did not repent and become Christians!  It is 
also incredible to think that the guards rejected the events they had 
seen firsthand.  But they did.  They were so intent on their own agenda 
that their hearts were hardened to the truth of Easter.  Instead of 
accepting the good news, they sought to undermine it.  Should we be 
any less surprised if this happens today?  There are those who will 
reject God no matter what the evidence.  We must have realistic 
attitudes regarding this sad fact. 
 
The one person in the park who did not want to hear what I had to say 
was one of these people.  He started shaking his head "no" before I 
even opened my mouth.  I could have been awarding him the lottery 
for all he knew.  When I finally opened my mouth and said that I was a 
pastor from a local church, he shook his head even more violently.  
Although I was sad at his closed spirit, it did not surprise me. 
 
It is also incredible to think that there were some disciples who 
doubted even after they saw Jesus.  Verses 16 and 17 state,  
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v16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain 
which Jesus had designated.  v17 And when they saw Him, they 
worshipped Him; but some were doubtful." 

 
The news of a true resurrection is so incredible that even those who 
want to believe it may find it difficult. 
 
The final proper response to Easter from this passage involves an: 
 
8.  An Acceptance of the All-important Mission 
Verses 18-20 state,  
 

v18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  v19 Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, v20 teaching them 
to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." 

 
Perhaps our greatest response to Easter involves our all-important 
mission.  Not only are we to encourage our fellow believers with the 
news of the resurrection but we are to take that message into the 
world and make disciples.  This involves winning people to Christ, 
building them in the faith and sending them out to do the same.  Are 
you involved in this process?  It is how each of us glorifies God. 
 
In summary, the proper response of the Christian to the resurrection 
has several facets: 
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1. A sense of urgency... we are to go quickly 
2. Great confidence... we serve a risen Savior with a unique message 
3. Sacrificial commitment... we are to sacrifice for Christ 
4. An External focus... we must get our eyes off ourselves & onto others 
5. Fear and great joy... we need fear of God's power, and joy that He 
used it for us 
6. Commitment to worship... we must keep ministry and worship in the 
proper balance 
7. A Realistic attitude... we must understand that some people will 
reject the gospel 
8. An acceptance of the all-important mission... we need to make 
disciples by winning, building and sending others 
 
This is quite a response but it is the response that will change the 
world.  If Christians do not respond in this way, the world will not be 
changed the way it should be.  The choice is ours. 
 
THE PROPER RESPONSE OF NON-CHRISTIANS TO EASTER 
If you are a non-Christian your proper response to Easter is to receive 
the awesome love of God that He displayed in sending Christ to die for 
you.  God wants you to realize that He sent Jesus to die in your place so 
that you can have eternal life.  But to receive this life, you must put 
your trust in Him.  If you want to do that now, here is a simple prayer: 
 
Dear God, I need you.  Thank You so much for sending Jesus to die on 
the cross for me.  Thank you for loving me that much.  Thank you for 
conquering death and showing me that You are all-powerful.  I invite 
You to come into my life to be my Savior and Lord.  I give myself to You.  
Make me the person you want me to be.  AMEN 
 
If you prayed this prayer and meant it, God came into your life.  Tell 
someone about your decision and begin to grow in Christ. 
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CONCLUSION 
Whether you are a Christian or a non-Christian, the news of Easter 

should move you to respond.  I encourage you to prayerfully consider 

the points covered in this manuscript and respond in a way that will 

make your life count for eternity.  God bless... 


