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POURED OUT FOR CHRIST 

Or 

Are You Using Your Most Precious Gift For God's Work? 

 

Matthew 26:6-13 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Have you ever considered using your most precious possessions for the 
Lord's work?  What are the things that are most precious to you: your 
time, money, home or health?  Or perhaps your most precious 
possession is a particular skill: communicating, cooking, carpentry, 
accounting, working with computers, writing, investing, plumbing, 
selling, managing people, or fixing things?   
 
The Scripture for this message records the story of a woman who had a 
very precious possession and used it for the Lord.  The question we 
must ask ourselves today is, "Have we made our most precious 
possessions available for God's work?"   
 
The woman's story takes place in the small town of Bethany two miles 
to the East of Jerusalem on the southern slope of the Mount of Olives.  
The same account is recorded in Mark 14:3-9 and John 12:2-8.  It is a 
different account than the one in Luke 7:36-39.  Matthew and Mark 
place the story before the Last Supper while John has it before Jesus' 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Why the difference?  It must be 
remembered that the Gospels were written to give an account of the 
events in Christ's life and not to put everything in exact chronological 
order. 
 
Please listen to the account recorded in Matthew 26:6-13. 

 
6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the 
leper, 7 a woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly 
perfume, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at the 
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table. 8 But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and 
said, "Why this waste? 9 "For this perfume might have been sold 
for a high price and the money given to the poor." 10 But Jesus, 
aware of this, said to them, "Why do you bother the woman? For 
she has done a good deed to Me. 11 "For you always have the poor 
with you; but you do not always have Me. 12 "For when she 
poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare Me for 
burial. 13 "Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in 
the whole world, what this woman has done will also be spoken 
of in memory of her."  

 
As the story is explored, several key points will be addressed: 
 
SIMON'S COMMITMENT 
MARY'S COMMITMENT 
THE DISCIPLE'S COMPLAINT 
JESUS' CORRECTION 
JESUS' COMMENDATION 
 
The story is full of much spiritual treasure. 
 
SIMON'S COMMITMENT 
Although the passage is primarily about Mary's commitment to Jesus, 
the commitment of Simon cannot be overlooked.   
 
Verse six indicates that Jesus was at the home of Simon the leper.  
Simon's identity cannot be known for sure, but it is likely that he was 
one of the people who Jesus healed.  Perhaps he was the leper talked 
about in Matthew 8:1-4 and Mark 1:40-45.  Since lepers were not 
allowed in cities it is clear that Simon had been healed because he was 
in Bethany and not a leper colony. 
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John 12:1,2 reveals that Jesus was at Simon's house for a dinner party 
given in His honor.  In thanks for what Jesus had done for him, Simon 
hosted this special gathering.  It was a significant commitment on 
Simon's part because those who associated with Christ were marked 
men.  If Simon is the leper mentioned in Mark 1:40-45 he certainly was 
not shy about letting others know what Christ did for him.  Listen to 
that account: 

 
40 And a leper *came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his 
knees before Him, and saying, "If You are willing, You can make 
me clean." 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His 
hand and touched him, and *said to him, "I am willing; be 
cleansed." 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was 
cleansed. 43 And He sternly warned him and immediately sent him 
away, 44 and He *said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone; 
but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing 
what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." 45 But he went 
out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news 
around, to such an extent that Jesus could no longer publicly 
enter a city, but stayed out in unpopulated areas; and they were 
coming to Him from everywhere.  

 
If this account refers to Simon the leper it is clear that he wanted to let 
others know what happened to him.  Simon not only opened his home 
but also shared his resources of food and drink.  What a wonderful 
thing for new Christians to open their homes for ministry. Those who 
host Bible studies, small groups, and dinners are an encouragement to 
all believers to use what they possess for the cause of Christ.   
 
Even though Simon had been cured of leprosy he still carried the name 
Simon the leper.  It is sad that people can get labeled because of 
physical problems. Undoubtedly there were those who still treated 
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Simon as an outcast. To them, once a leper always a leper. But Jesus 
had no problem ministering to or being with the lowly. Neither should 
we!   
 
Just as Jesus healed Simon physically, He desires to heal all of us 
spiritually. What is nice to know is that God, unlike man, chooses to 
forgive the sins of those who repent and come to Him.  Isaiah 38:17 
says that He puts those sins behind His back.  (See also Is 43:25). 
 
Let's move now to: 
 
MARY'S COMMITMENT 
Listen again to Matthew 26:7, "7 A woman came to Him with an 
alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as 
He reclined at the table."  Although Matthew does not specifically 
identify the woman, the gospel of John does.  John 12:2-8 reveals that 
the woman was none other than Mary, the sister of Martha and 
Lazarus. All three: Mary, Martha and Lazarus were at the dinner. The 
account in John says that Martha was one of the servers.   
 
Jesus loved this family immensely. His deep love is seen in John 11.  
Mary and Martha had come to tell Jesus that their brother was sick.  
Jesus delayed going to Lazarus and by the time He arrived, Lazarus was 
dead. Jesus loved Lazarus so much that John 11:35 states, "Jesus wept."  
He subsequently raised Lazarus from the dead.  
 
Just as Simon the leper ministered to Jesus out of a grateful heart, Mary 
did, too.  She anointed Christ because of what He had done for her 
brother and for her.  What could Mary give in exchange for her 
brother's life and her own salvation?  She gave the best she had, an 
alabaster vial of very costly perfume.   
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But what was this perfume? John's gospel indicates that it was pure 
nard, an aromatic substance from the roots of a special plant in the 
Himalayan mountains of northern India.  The perfume was sealed in 
alabaster vials and shipped to various parts of the ancient world.  
Although alabaster today is a translucent gypsum, in New Testament 
times it was what we know as present-day marble.   
 
How costly was a vial of this perfume? Again, John's gospel indicates 
that Mary used a pound of pure nard worth three hundred denarii.  
John 12:3 states, “Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of 
pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her 
hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”  
 
Three hundred denarii was equivalent to nearly a year's wages.  In an 
earlier passage in Mark's gospel when Jesus fed the five thousand, the 
disciples estimated that it would take two hundred denarii to feed the 
crowd (Mk 6:37). Two hundred denarii was equivalent to 8 months 
salary of an average worker; way beyond the disciple's means. 
 
How expensive was the perfume? What’s a years wages? I checked on 
Marin county and the average median household income is about 
$100,000. Many homes in marin are single income homes so the 
average wage is quite high. Today Mary’s vial of perfume would have 
been worth a lot of money. I looked on the web to see if I could find 
any expensive perfumes. I found Number 9 New York Amphora for 
$3,500 for 42 ozs. Mary’s was a pound or about 16 ozs which would 
make No. 9 New York cheap in comparison. It would be more like the 
cost of an Audi R8 for about $109K or a Maserati Quatroportte for 
$110K. 
 
The question arises, "What was Mary doing with something so 
valuable?"  Evidently her family had considerable means.  Vials of nard 
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were used as investments.  Since the vials were sealed they could be 
kept and sold later.  It was not uncommon to use this perfume in the 
embalming process for those who died. Evidently Mary was the owner 
of one of these vials and decided to use it on Jesus.  Perhaps she had 
originally purchased it with her own death in mind. 
 
Matthew indicates that Mary poured the perfume on Jesus head while 
John says she anointed His feet. Undoubtedly she did both. The custom 
of anointing was common in the ancient world. Honored guests were 
sometimes anointed with oil or perfume at festive Jewish meals. Psalm  
23:5 and Lk 7:36-47 are two examples.  Psalm 23:5 states, “You prepare 
a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed 
my head with oil; My cup overflows.”  
 
The priests were also anointed to set them apart for God's work (Ex 
28:41).  Psalm 133:1,2 makes a special statement, “Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity! 2 It is like 
the precious oil upon the head, coming down upon the beard, Even 
Aaron's beard, coming down upon the edge of his robes.”    
 
Being anointed was an honor. Mary lavishly anointed Jesus and the 
fragrance filled the entire room. He indeed was an honored guest and 
also the Great High Priest! 
 
THE DISCIPLE'S COMPLAINT 
The disciples were upset about what Mary did.  Matthew 26:8,9 states 

that more than one disciple complained, “8 But the disciples were 

indignant when they saw this, and said, "Why this waste? 9 "For this 

perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to 

the poor."  

John 12:4-6 indicates that the complaining started with Judas. 
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4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to 
betray Him, *said, 5 "Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to poor people?" 6 Now he said this, 
not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he 
was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what 
was put into it.  

 
To be sure, Mary had used a lot of nard. In the disciple's eyes she had 
been extravagant. But is anything too extravagant for God? Good 
question! Some say that certain church buildings and furnishings are 
too extravagant. Perhaps so, but it is important that Christians don't 
become overly pragmatic in their Christianity. Shouldn't churches look 
at least as good as homes and the businesses where Christians work?  
The great cathedrals of Europe were built to show the glory of God. It is 
true that some were built with indulgence money, but incredible 
buildings with steeples pointing to the heavens give folks a sense of 
God's awesomeness. One person who visited Westminster Abbey told 
me he was overwhelmed with awe when he entered. 
 
I do not want to debate church architecture or furnishings but the 
woman's story is a clear case where Jesus applauded extravagance.  
The key is to follow the Lord's lead.  What is extravagant for some 
might be exactly what God wants from others. Is raising one's hands 
during worship or saying AMEN during a sermon extravagant?  I don’t 
think so!   
 
I'm sure that the disciples hurt Mary's feelings by complaining about 
what they thought was excessive, but Jesus' words brought healing.  
We must be careful not to criticize what others do when it is done out 
of love for the Savior.   
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It seems like Judas started the complaining and the other disciples 
chimed in without letting Jesus speak for Himself.  Since Jesus was and 
is the Son of God, He could have corrected Mary if He thought she was 
going overboard. Instead, He corrected the disciples for their 
grumbling. 
 
JESUS' CORRECTION 
Listen to Matthew 26:10-12,  

 
10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you bother the 
woman? For she has done a good deed to Me. 11 "For you always 
have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me. 12 "For 
when she poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare 
Me for burial.  
 

There are some opportunities for doing good which are always 
available like giving to the poor and helping those in need, but there 
are some opportunities that come along only once.  Mary recognized 
this as one of those opportunities. Jesus had said on previous occasions 
that He would be crucified and buried. Perhaps Mary heard and 
understood his teaching and realized that this was her opportunity to 
anoint Him in preparation for His death and burial. God must have 
revealed this to her because she could not have known on her own that 
there would be no opportunity to anoint Jesus after His death.  This 
brings us to: 
 
JESUS' COMMENDATION 
Not only did Jesus correct the disciples for their complaint, but He 
commended Mary for her devotion.  Matthew 26:13 states, “13 "Truly I 
say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what 
this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her."  
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Mary had not given her gift to be recognized, but Jesus turned her 
devotion into a multiple blessing. Not only was He blessed to receive 
her gift, the rest of those at dinner were able to enjoy the fragrance, 
and Christians through the ages are blessed by hearing about Mary's 
devotion! God has a marvelous way of multiplying things.  
 
Why would Jesus want all the world to remember what Mary had 
done? Because God loves radical commitment! He does not want us to 
be foolish in our service, but He loves to see folks completely sold out 
to Him. Mary's giving reminds me of the famous quote by Jim Elliot, the 
missionary who lost his life on the mission field, "He is no fool who 
gives up that which he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose."  
In Mary's mind nothing was too good for God.   
 
It is interesting to note that Mary did not use this perfume to anoint her 
brother when he died. Perhaps he had his own vial, but because of the 
cost, it would be rare to have more than one vial in a family. We can't 
be sure, but one thing is sure, she used it lavishly on the Lord. 
 
CONCLUSION 
In conclusion here are a few important thoughts. 
 
Sometimes beautiful things have to be broken before they are really 
useful. It wasn't until the vial was broken that Jesus could be anointed 
and the fragrance fill the room. God wants to break us of our sinful 
habits in order to make us useful for His kingdom.  He wants to break 
our selfish mindsets. He wants us to break out of the mold of using all 
we have on ourselves. He wants us to use our homes, talents and 
finances for His ministry.  Others may misunderstand our radical 
devotion but God understands.  He is the one we must please. 
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I want to share three brief stories with you. The first is about Count 
Zinzendorf who lived from 1700-1760. He was from a royal family. His 
Father had served as Secretary of State for the area of modern day 
Germany. Rather than following the path layed out for him to serve in 
the royal court, he devoted himself to serve Christ. A large part of his 
decision came when he was touring Europe after finishing his University 
studies and saw the famous painting by Domenico Feti entitled “Behold 
the Man”. It was a picture of Christ with a crown of thorns. Under the 
picture the caption read “This have I done for you. What have you done 
for Me?” Count Zinzendorf was struck by these words and he 
eventually used his vast fortune to start the Moravian Mission Society 
which is still active today. 
 
The second story involves a lady who used to attend our church. Her 
name was Nadine Jakimo. She and her husband Albin would travel to 
their native Russian homeland carrying as much as $50 K in their money 
belts to give to churches and seminaries to help them. When they 
passed away they left a sizeable gift to Valley which was a great help in 
refurbishing our facilities. 
 
The third story involves Marie Woelfl who attended Valley for many 
years before she died having lived past age 100. Marie worked as a 
librarian in the county. When Valley was moving from the Bret Harte 
area of San Rafael, Marie took her life savings to help buy the piece of 
property where we worship today. When her family found out what she 
did, they basically disowned her, but her act of extravagance is one of 
the reasons we are here today. 
 
The concept of God pouring out His blessings for us are clear in 
Scripture: 
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Mark 14:24 (NASB) speaks of Jesus’ blood being poured out for us. 
“ And He said to them, ‘This is My blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many.’” 
 
Acts 10:45 (NASB) speaks of God pouring out the Holy Spirit on the 
Gentiles. “All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 
Gentiles also.” 
 
Romans 5:5 (NASB) speaks of the Holy Spirit pouring out the love of 
God in our hearts, “and hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
was given to us.”  
 
Paul understood the concept of being poured out for God. He said: 
Philippians 2:17 (NASB) “But even if I am being poured out as a drink 
offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share 
my joy with you all.”  A drink offering was a sacrifice to God.  

Another way to look at our service is to be burnt offerings. God wants 
our lives to be a sweet-smelling fragrance to Him.  In the Old Testament 
a burnt offering was the only offering that was completely consumed 
by fire.  Burnt offerings were like a barbecue, sending up a delicious 
aroma for all to enjoy. Today, however, God does not want dead 
sacrifices. Romans 12:1 instructs Christians to present themselves as 
living sacrifices. 2 Corinthians 2:14 states, "But thanks be to God, who 
always leads us in His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the 
sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place."   
 
We must live in such a way that our lives are a fragrant aroma that 
draws others to Christ. We do that by being poured out for God. 
Pouring out our time and energy on the things of ministry that really 
matter. 
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One final verse I will share with you is 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NASB)  
 

14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that 
one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that 
they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him 
who died and rose again on their behalf.  

 
Just as Mary was motivated to give to Christ out of love, it should be 
love that motivates us to minister for Him. 
 
Is it the pattern of your life to be poured out for God?  
- using your home for Christ. Inviting Christians and non-Christians alike 
through its doors and ministering to them. 
- having a heart for lost souls and telling them the good news about 
Jesus 
- finding a ministry to serve in and serving there faithfully no matter 
what! 
- giving Christ your time, talents and treasure 
- listening to God and doing what He says 
 
I believe that Christians need to be radically saved. They need to be 
radical in their love, extravagant in their service and outrageous in their 
forgiveness. They must give God their very best!  Only then will they 
truly be a sweet-smelling fragrance to Him.  
 
 It has been said, “once this feeble life is past, only what’s done for 
Christ will last!” 
 
May God richly bless you as you lay down your life for Him each day! 


