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Blind but Now I See 
 

Matthew 20:29-34 
 
Matthew 20:29-34 (NASB)  
29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed Him. 30 And two 
blind men sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried 
out, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!" 31 The crowd sternly told 
them to be quiet, but they cried out all the more, "Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on us!" 32 And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, 
"What do you want Me to do for you?" 33 They *said to Him, "Lord, we 
want our eyes to be opened." 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched 
their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.  
 
Introduction 
Everybody likes to hear a good story… 
 

Overview of the story 
 
Jesus’ focus –  
Matthew 20:29, “29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed 
Him.” 
 
Notice that they (Jesus and His disciples) were leaving Jericho. They 
were in Jericho because it was on the way to Jerusalem. Jericho 
happens to be on the way to Jerusalem when you take the road that 
bypasses much of Samaria. 
 
Jesus’ focus was not on Jericho or on the crowd but on Jerusalem. He 
was on His way there to voluntarily be crucified and then rise  from the 
dead after three days. 
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A few verses earlier in the passage  Matthew 20:17-19 (NASB) states, 
  
17 As Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve 
disciples aside by themselves, and on the way He said to them, 18 

"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be 
delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn 
Him to death, 19 and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock 
and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be 
raised up."  

 

 
 

The crowd’s focus –  
Matthew 20:29, “29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed 
Him.” 
 
Some of the crowd included Jesus’ entourage of disciples and other 
followers, but many in the crowd were probably there just to catch a 
glimpse of Jesus because of His incredible popularity. His healings and 
teaching catapulted Him to fame. Thus, the crowd was a mixed bag of 
believers and non-believers. For many of them the focus was on 
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themselves and what they might be able to get from Jesus. They 
weren’t concerned about blind beggars. 
 
The blind men’s cry  
Matthew 20:30 ,   30 And two blind men sitting by the road, hearing that 
Jesus was passing by, cried out, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!"  
 
The blind men were blind, not deaf. They not only could tell that a large 
crowd was coming their way, but they undoubtedly could hear the 
name Jesus mentioned in the crowd. Jesus had gone up and down this 
corridor from Galilee to Jerusalem before and they may have missed 
the opportunity on other occasions to connect with Him. They were 
determined to get His help on this occasion and thus cried out “Lord, 
have mercy on us, Son of David!”  
 
The Greek word for “cry out” is krazo and it can refer to any kind of 
screaming or yelling in anguish. It is the word that was used when 
women cried out in childbirth. If you have ever been there for the birth 
of a child, sometimes the cries of the mothers in anguish are intense. 
Krazo is the same word used when the crowd in Jerusalem cried out for 
Jesus to be crucified. It was intense as they screamed “crucify Him.” 
 
The two blind men who cried out were desperate and were yelling at 
the top of their lungs for Jesus to help them. 
 
Notice, too that they cried out for mercy. Their cry was loud, but it was 
also respectful. They were hoping that Jesus would look on their pitiful 
state and show them kindness. Perhaps they realized in their own 
hearts that they really deserved God’s judgment, but they were hoping 
to be recipients of God’s mercy, and subsequently be healed. 
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The crowd’s rebuke 
Matthew 20:31  31 The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they 
cried out all the more, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us.”  

 
Many in the crowd didn’t want blind people bothering Jesus. He had 
more important things to do. The disciples may have been thinking, “If 
those beggars only knew what Jesus had just told us, they wouldn’t be 
bothering Him. We’ve got to keep pressing on to Jerusalem. After all, 
He doesn’t have time to heal everyone.” 
 
The blind men’s persistence 
Matthew 20:    31 The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they 
cried out all the more, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"  
 
Notice that the blind men were not persuaded to stop crying out. They 
cried out all the more. Notice that they called Jesus, “Lord.” They may 
have meant it as a respectful title, but being that they also called Him 
“Son of David” they obviously believed that he was the Messiah, the 
promised Savior of the Jews. Even though the blind men were 
physically blind, they were not spiritually blind. They recognized Jesus’ 
true identity and believed that He could heal them if they got His 
attention. Indeed they did get his attention. Notice 
 
Jesus’ reaction and question 
Matthew 20:    32 And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, "What 
do you want Me to do for you?"  
 
Notice Jesus’ reaction to their persistence. He did not scream out in 
anger, “Quit bothering me.” He did not lash out and say, “Do you know 
what I’m on my way to do. I’ve come to die for your sorry souls.” He did 
not react like that at all. Instead he stopped and called out to the men. I 
wonder if He maybe even used their names. He then asked them an 
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amazing question, “What do you want Me to do for you.” Wasn’t it 
obvious what they wanted? Sure it was, but Jesus wanted the men to 
verbalize it. And so they did. 
 
The blind men’s  answer 
Matthew 20:33 33 They *said to Him, "Lord, we want our eyes to be 
opened."  
 
They wanted to receive their sight. The text does not tell us why the 
men were blind, only that they were. History makes it clear that there 
were many blind people in ancient times. Some were born blind 
because the mothers carried some kind of venereal disease like 
gonorrhea.  Others were blinded through accidents or war. If they had 
been blinded later in life, the two men would have memories of what it 
was like to see and would do whatever it took to get the attention of 
Jesus, who had healed other blind people.  
 
This brings us to Jesus’ motivation and response. From verse thirty-four 
we get a glimpse into what it is that motivates God to reach out to 
mankind. 
 
Jesus’ motivation and response 
Matthew 20:34 states, “Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their 
eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.” 
 
Verse thirty-four says that Jesus was moved with compassion. The word 
for compassion means to be touched deep in one’s soul about the 
plight of another. These men were in a pitable state caused by living in 
a fallen world. Jesus was moved internally to do something externally. 
He touched the men’s eyes and immediately they regained their sight. 
The men received the mercy they were hoping for. 
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The blind men’s choice 
Matthew 20:34  states,  “Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their 
eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.” 
 
Notice that the blind men decided to follow Jesus. If He would stop and 
heal them, He was worthy to be followed and adored. 
 

Principles 
 
It is good to take your needs to God 
In the days that this account took place, medicine was primitive. Many 
people would spend all they had trying to get well. Sometimes the 
same can be true today. Doctors aren’t God and can only do so much. 
Realizing the futility of their condition and that there was no human 
who could cure them, the blind men cried out to Jesus. They said, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us.”  
 
We should take all our needs to God. I heard someone once say, “I’ve 
tried everything else, I guess I can now try God. Better to try God first 
and ask Him how to attack your need. 
 
It is good to be persistent in seeking God’s help 
Not only did the blind men cry out initially, but they ignored the threats 
from the crowd and persistently cried out. We need that same kind of 
persistence when we go through tough times.  Friends or family may try 
to hush us from crying out to God, but don’t be swayed. He is the 
ultimate one from whom you can get help. 
 
God loves you and wants to help 
Did you know that over and over again in the book of Matthew, Jesus 
acted out of compassion for people? 
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- Matthew 14:14 says that Jesus came upon a large group of people 
and felt compassion for them and healed their sick. 

- Matthew 15:32 says that Jesus felt compassion for those who had 
followed Him and now had no food, so He fed them. 

 
It is interesting to note that love is God’s primary motivation for caring 
for us. It even says in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have everlasting life.” It was God’s love that motivated Him 
to reach out to us when we were caught in the web of sin. 
 
It is interesting that the Bible teaches the love of God is to be the 
motivating factor in our lives for the things we do. 2 Corinthians 5:14-
15 (NASB) states, “14 For the love of Christ controls us, having 
concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died 
for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for 
Him who died and rose again on their behalf.”  
 
Jesus died for us and we as Christians need to die to ourselves and no 
longer live for ourselves but for God who died and rose again on our 
behalf. 
 
Do you recognize God’s great love for you, and do you allow His love to 
flow through you to others? 
 
The right response to being helped  is to follow Him 
The blind men had it right. When they were healed they became 
followers of Christ. After all He opened their eyes both physically and 
spiritually. They owed Him their lives. 
 
If you are a Christian, you know what God has done for you, and it is 
only right that you follow Him. If you are not a Christian you need to 
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know that God gave you the gift of life and all the many blessings that 
come with it. The first step in following God needs to be your admission 
of all He has done for you and your own personal need for Him. 
 
Physical Blindness is a problem 
According to the American Foundation for the blind, in California at the 
end of 2011 there were 711,121 people who said that they were either 
completely blind or had serious difficulty seeing even when wearing 
glasses or contact lenses. If there are around 33 million people in 
California, it means that about 2 percent, or two people in every 
hundred have severe eye problems. Some of these can be helped but 
many cannot. 
 
There is a far greater problem – spiritual blindness. Those who can’t see 
their spiritual condition of being separated from God and what it takes 
to get right with Him, are in serious trouble. Many people think they 
are right with God but aren’t. They think that when they die God will 
look at the good things they have done, and if those things outweigh 
the bad, they’ll get into heaven. But the Bible gives a much different 
story.  
 
The Bible says: 

- All have sinned 
- The wage of sin is death 
- We will all die and be judged 
- No amount of good works can save us 
- God demonstrated His love for us… 
- People can turn from sin and put their faith in God today! 

 
Have you ever received Jesus as Lord and Savior? If not, I invite you to 
receive Christ today. If you would like to place your faith in Him I invite 
you to bow your heard and pray this simple prayer with me…. 
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Lord, I need You. Thanks for dying for my sin. I turn from my sin and ask 
you to come into my life and be my Lord and Savior. I place my faith in 
You. I want to follow You. Make me the person You want me to be. 
AMEN… 


