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The Faith of a Child 
Matthew 18:1-6 

 
Anyone here want to be great? 
 
Matt 18:1-6 states,  

1  At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"  2  And He called a child to 
Himself and set him before them,  3  and said, "Truly I say to you, 
unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.  4  "Whoever then humbles himself 
as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  5  "And 
whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me;  6  but 
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to 
stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung 
around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
(NAS) 

 
The Question - v1 
Who then is greatest? 
“1  At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"   
Humans have this thing in them that wants to know who is the best - 
the best singer - who has the #1 hit song; the best actor - who got the 
academy award; the fastest runner in the Olympics... it was no different 
in Jesus’ day. The disciples wanted to know who was the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. Humans put value on being the best. Sometimes 
they think it makes them better than others or more valuable in some 
way. 
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On another occasion two of the disciples asked if they could sit on 
Jesus’ right and left hand when He came in His kingdom. They wanted a 
position of greatness. 
 
The Call - v2 
Rather than answering their question directly, Jesus called a child to 
Himself. 
2  And He called a child to Himself and set him before them,   
- can you picture Jesus calling a child to himself - “Son, would you come 
over here...” 
- undoubtedly this child was part of the crowd and undoubtedly had his 
parents with him. His parent was probably honored that Jesus would 
ask their child to come to Him. 
 
The Clarification v3 
Using the child, Jesus wanted to clarify to the disciples about the 
subject of heaven. First He told them the question they should ask 
should not be who would be the greatest in heaven, but would they 
even get into heaven in the first place. In order to get into heaven two 
things needed to take place. Really the two are one process - 
 
1. They needed to be converted - v3a 
3  and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become 
like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.   
Greek strepho - means to turn around, to change one’s direction, to go 
in the opposite direction. In other words, the disciples needed to 
change direction. Although were following Jesus they were still stuck in 
their worldly ways wanting to know who was the greatest. Jesus was 
informing them that their thinking was skewed. Instead of thinking 
about achieving greatness in worldly terms, they needed to see 
greatness in God’s terms. 
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2. They needed to become like children  
3  and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become 
like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.   
What does it mean to become like children? To understand what it 
does mean it is helpful to understand what it doesn’t mean. Becoming 
like a child in the sense Jesus was talking about did not mean acting 
childish. In 1 Cor 13:11 the apostle Paul said, “When I was a child, I used 
to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a 
man, I did away with childish things.” 
- speaking like a child means to talk baby talk - ever have a child do 
that?  
- thinking like a child means to live in a fantasy world - imagining 
monsters - I remember as a child of being afraid to walk in a dark 
room... 
- reasoning like a child means to have faulty reasoning - I was told the 
world was round. I used to think if I could dig a deep enough hole, I 
could come out in China. 
 
When Jesus speaks of becoming like a child he is not talking about 
entering some fantasy world of make-believe. A person certainly does 
not need to do that when he comes to God. 
 
I believe Jesus was talking about: 
 
Faith or Trust 
Children often have a simple, non-complicated trust in what their 
parents say. If a parent says we are going for a ride to the store in the 
car the child simply hops in the car and goes for a ride. If a parent says, 
“Grandma and grandpa are coming for dinner tomorrow, the child 
believes that too.” If a parent says It is not until parent 
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Do you have that kind of non-complicated trust in God? You should. 
Believing that Christ came and died and rose from the dead. Even 
before Jesus died and rose from the dead, Peter, when asked by Jesus 
who people said Jesus was, said, “Thou art the Christ the Son of the 
Living God. 
 
Jesus wanted the disciples to know they needed the simple faith of a 
child to even enter the kingdom of God. 
 
Secondly Jesus wanted the disciples to know how to live in the kingdom 
of God. To do that they needed to exercise another aspect of children - 
humility. In verse 4 Jesus said, “Whoever then humbles himself as this 
child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”   
 
Think for a moment about the humble position of children. In society in 
Jesus’ day, children had no rights. They were completely dependent on 
their parents.   
 
Someone put it this way, Children have: 
 
No position - they aren’t the mayor, the professor, or the local doctor 
No possessions - they don’t really own anything 
No power - not enough power to care for and take care of themselves 
 
Instead they were completely dependent on their parents. 
 
The way were are to live in the kingdom of God is to have this same 
humble attitude. We are to see ourselves completely dependent on 
God. We are not to try to jockey for positions of authority so we can 
lord it over others. We are to see our possessions as belonging to God. 
We are to see that aside from God we can do nothing. 
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We must live in total dependence on Him.  
 
Does an attitude of humility mark your life or do you demand your 
rights. Are you more concerned about your position in the church or 
about the ministry the position represents. Do you see your 
possessions as belonging to God, even though He has allowed you to 
have them? 
    
Conclusion 
What can we learn from children this Easterseason. We can learn that 
unless we turn from our worldliness and have the faith of a child and 
place that faith in God, we cannot even enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
In addition, if we name the name of Christ, we must humble ourselves 
and treat each with humility as we serve in the kingdom. In that way all 
of us can be great in God’s eyes. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Matt 18:1-6 
4  "5  "And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me;  6  
but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to 
stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his 
neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
(NAS) 
 
Luke 9:46-48 
46  And an argument arose among them as to which of them might be 
the greatest.  47  But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their 
heart, took a child and stood him by His side,  48  and said to them, 
"Whoever receives this child in My name receives Me; and whoever 
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receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for he who is least among you, 
this is the one who is great." 
(NAS) 
 
Mark 10:35-45 
35  And James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Him, 
saying to Him, "Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask of 
You."  36  And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?"  
37  And they said to Him, "Grant that we may sit in Your glory, one on 
Your right, and one on {Your} left."  38  But Jesus said to them, "You do 
not know what you are asking for. Are you able to drink the cup that I 
drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?"  
39  And they said to Him, "We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The 
cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized.  40  "But to sit on My right or on 
{My} left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared."  41  And hearing this, the ten began to feel indignant 
with James and John.  42  And calling them to Himself, Jesus said to 
them, "You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over 
them.  43  "But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become 
great among you shall be your servant;  44  and whoever wishes to be 
first among you shall be slave of all.  45  "For even the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many." 
(NAS) 
 
 
Matt 18:10 
10  "See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to 
you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My 
Father who is in heaven. 
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(NAS) 
 
Matt 18:14 
14 "Thus it is not {the} will of your Father who is in heaven that one 
of these little ones perish. 
(NAS) 
 
 
Luke 9:46-48 
46 And an argument arose among them as to which of them might 
be the greatest. 
47 But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a 
child and stood him by His side, 
48 and said to them, "Whoever receives this child in My name 
receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for 
he who is least among you, this is the one who is great." 
(NAS) 
 
Luke 18:16-17 
16 But Jesus called for them, saying, "Permit the children to come to 
Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 
17 "Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it {at all.}  
(NAS) 
 
John 16:21 
21 "Whenever a woman is in travail she has sorrow, because her 
hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she remembers 
the anguish no more, for joy that a child has been born into the world. 
(NAS) 
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1 Cor 4:17 
17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are 
in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church. 
(NAS) 
 
1 Cor 13:11 
11 When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, 
reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 
(NAS) 
 
Phil 2:19-22 
19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so 
that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition. 
20 For I have no one {else} of kindred spirit who will genuinely be 
concerned for your welfare. 
21 For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ 
Jesus. 
22 But you know of his proven worth that he served with me in the 
furtherance of the gospel like a child {serving} his father. 
(NAS) 
 
1 Tim 1:2 
2 to Timothy, {my} true child in {the} faith: Grace, mercy {and} 
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(NAS) 


