
R-RATED MOVIES 
 

ISSUE:  Should Christians attend R-Rated movies?  Some say  

yes, others no.  Many Christians think it is inappropriate  

for Christians to attend any movies at all...  

WHY R-RATED MOVIES ARE UNACCEPTABLE 
 

1.  Most if not all R-rated movies violate Scripture    
Although there is no place in Scripture that says, “Thou 

shalt not go to R-rated movies,” the content of R-rated 

movies certainly violates Scripture. For example, 

Genesis 9:21-23 indicates that it is wrong to look on the 

nakedness of another person (except one’s spouse).   

R-rated movies often flaunt people’s nakedness.  

Philippians 4:8 states that we are to think on honorable 

and pure things. The violence, profanity and sex often 

portrayed in R-rated movies violates this standard.  

There is sometimes inappropriate violence, profanity 

and sex in movies with lesser ratings, and these also 

should be avoided. It seems appropriate to boycott all  

R-rated movies based on their restricted rating. God 

tells Christians to love good and to hate evil (Psalm 

97:10). An R-rating means that there will be a large 

dose of evil in the form of nakedness, violence or 

language. Christians who ignore this are desensitized. 

(Rebuttal: This argument sounds like legalism. Each 

movie should be evaluated on its own content.) 

 

2.  Christians should have a higher standard   
If non-Christians say a movie has a restricted rating, 

shouldn’t Christians take note?  “Restricted” for non-

Christians should mean “taboo” for Christians! 

(Rebuttal: Again, this sounds like legalism. Each 

Christian must decide for himself what is right.) 

 

3.  R-rated movies desensitize people to sin 
The sex, violence and profanity of R-rated movies 

desensitizes people to sin. People who feed their minds 

on these things find that certain sins are not as 

distasteful as they once were. The fact that movies have 

become increasingly crude is clear indication that 

society has become desensitized.  

(Rebuttal: Movies are fantasy and don’t really affect 

behavior. Most people can separate truth from fiction.) 

 

4.  Jesus would not attend R-rated movies   
No Christian seeking to live a holy life would invite 

Jesus to an R-rated movie. And yet Jesus is with us 

wherever we go. Most folks would be embarrassed even 

to invite their mother! No parent who really understood 

the damage caused by such movies would take his child 

to see one. Christians who attend such movies have 

become desensitized.  

(Rebuttal: Not all R-rated movies are as bad as people 

think. Some are quite clean except for a scene or two.   

 

WHY R-RATED MOVIES ARE  ACCEPTABLE 
 

1.  Christians have freedom in Christ  
It is not illegal to attend R-rated movies. R-rated 

movies are acceptable in society, and thus permissible 

for  Christians. Jesus condemned legalism in Romans 

14 and 1 Corinthians 8. Those who are legalistic about 

R-rated movies have weak faith. 

(Rebuttal: Society’s standards are not God’s 

standards. Genesis 9:21-23 indicates that a person is 

not to look on the nakedness of another (except his or 

her spouse. R-rated movies are often full of nakedness.  

Christians are not free to do things that God 

condemns, even if society accepts them. This has 

nothing to do with legalism.)  

 

2.  Some R-rated movies have no sex scenes. They get 

their rating because of violence, language, etc. 

Those Christians who condemn R-rated movies 

because they contain sex scenes should know that 

some R-rated movies have no sex scenes. They get 

their rating because of violence or language, etc. 

(Rebuttal: Philippians 4:8 states that Christians are to 

think about things that are honorable and pure, etc.    

R-rated movies do not measure up to this standard 

even if they do not have sex scenes .)  

 

3.  R-rated movies are entertainment and really don’t 

affect the viewer 
Movies are fantasies produced by Hollywood for 

entertainment. People who go to movies, go to be 

entertained. What they see is not real. It has no 

negative affect, it is just entertainment. 

(Rebuttal: Everything we see affects us to a lesser or 

greater degree. That is the whole basis of the 

advertisement industry. Paul tells us to think on pure 

and honorable things (Phil 4:8). Some people who 

watch terrible things, go out and do them. Pr 23:7 

says that as a man thinks within himself, so he is.) 

 

4.  There is more good than bad in R-rated movies 

When people see a movie, they need to consider the 

whole movie and not just a few scenes or words. Many 

R-rated movies have clever plots, great action, and do 

portray good triumphing over evil.  

(Rebuttal: How much crud would you want in a 

sandwich; 10%, 20%, 30%? What does it take to make 

a sandwich inedible? It seems that R-rated movies 

have enough crud to make them inappropriate for 

anyone who desires to live a holy life and fill his mind 

with godly values.) 



5.  Going to see R-rated movies supports corruption  
When Christians attend R-rated movies, they financially 

support a morally corrupt industry. This further 

encourages the industry to make more R-rated movies.  

By not attending, Christians are sending a clear 

financial message which is all that many companies 

understand. In addition, the movie industry like the 

pornography industry has become increasingly corrupt.  

Movies that are acceptable today were unacceptable 

only a few years ago. By attending R-rated movies 

Christians encourage this moral slide of values. By not 

attending, they seek to turn things around. In recent 

years the demand by conservatives for more family 

movies has actually had a positive impact on part of the 

film industry. The boycott of R-rated movies continues 

this pressure on film makers to make more wholesome, 

family-oriented movies. 

(Rebuttal: Going to lesser rated movies also financially 

supports the film industry. The little that Christians do, 

does not make much difference.) 

 

6.  Attending R-rated movies is a poor witness 
By attending R-rated movies, Christians encourage 

others to go. This is a poor witness. It is just like 

drinking alcohol or looking at pornography. Those who 

do so, encourage others to do the same. This can cause 

a brother or sister to stumble. Scripture warns against 

tripping up others in their walk, Romans 14:21. 

(Rebuttal: Just because a Christian attends a movie 

does not mean that other people will be corrupted.) 

 

7.  Going to see R-rated movies is not a necessity  
There are many other appropriate forms of 

entertainment. People don’t need to see R-rated movies.  

Entertainment like picnicking, walking, reading, 

swimming, weight lifting, bowling, skiing, hiking, 

painting, writing poetry, skating, bird-watching, or 

wildlife photography are just a few examples. There are 

also movies with better ratings and content. It seems 

that many Christians have lost their creativity in 

entertainment.  

(Rebuttal: I do a lot of other things, but I also like 

movies, and specifically R-rated ones.) 

 

8.  R-rated movies can lead people into sin 
Proverbs 23:7 states that as a man thinks in his heart, so 

he is. People become like the things they feed into their 

minds. Studies have shown a link between violence in 

movies and violence in life. It seems like the overall 

decline of morals in society is directly linked to movies 

with inappropriate content. Even though many people 

do not do what they see, they are still affected by it.  It 

is important that Christians not feed their minds with 

inappropriate subject matter. R-rated movies certainly 

have such subject matter!. 

(Rebuttal: Most people are unaffected by what they see 

in movies. Movies are fantasy.) 

5.  R-Rated Movies are the best 
R-rated movies often have more excitement and special 

effects than G, PG, or PG-13 movies.  Those other 

movies are sometimes boring and no fun to see.  

(Rebuttal: Perhaps a person who feels he needs to 

attend R-Rated movies for the excitement and special 

effects is looking for the wrong type of excitement!  

Seeing people denegrated, stabbed, shot, and raped is 

not the type of excitement God wants us to have.) 

 

6.  Everyone goes to R-Rated movies! 

Today it seems that everyone goes to R-rated movies.  

What is the big deal?  It sounds like legalism to shun all 

R-Rated movies. Each movie must stand or fall on its 

own merit, no matter what the rating. 

(Rebuttal: The world’s standards are not God’s. Isaiah 

52:11 and 1 Corinthians 6:17 state that we are to come 

out from the world and be separate. If even one 

Christian chooses not to go to R-rated movies, then 

everyone is not going! There are many Christians who 

choose not to go to any movies.) 

 

7.  If a person doesn’t go, he feels like an outcast 

People talk about movies all the time at school and 

work. If a person hasn’t seen the movies, he feels left 

out and has difficulty relating. 

(Rebuttal: God never tells Christians to get involved in 

sin so that they can better understand sinners. God tells 

Christians to flee immorality, 1 Corinthians 6:18.) 

 

8. R-Rated movies help people understand the world  
Attending R-Rated movies helps a person better 

understand the world. He is not sheltered by sticking his 

head in the sand. In the real world people die, swear, 

have sex and commit acts of violence... 

(Rebuttal: R-Rated movies often don’t show the real 

world. The sex and violence portrayed in R-rated 

movies is often unreal. For example, R-rated movies 

often portray women as sex objects who are willing to 

jump into bed with the first man they meet. This may be 

the way many Hollywood producers want it to be, but it 

is not the way it is.) 

    

9.  Jesus ate with sinners. This is no different than 

Christians going to R-rated movies. 
Jesus spent time with sinners. He went to where they 

lived. He ate in their homes. Going to R-rated movies 

or taking non-Christian friends to them builds bridges 

for Christ. These bridges give opportunities to share the 

gospel. 

(Rebuttal: Although Christ spent time with sinners, He 

never compromised His values. He went into their 

homes, but He never took part of inappropriate 

activities. Visiting the home of a non-Christian is much 

different than taking him to a movie that is full of 

corrupt subject matter.) 
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