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Priorities of the King 
Or 

What’s Important to God? 
 

Mark 11:11-12:12 
Matthew 21:12-44 
Luke 19:45-20:18 

 
If you only had a few days to live, what would you do?  What things 
would you give yourself to?  What activities would consume your time?  
Perhaps you would take a trip to a place you always wanted to visit.  
Maybe you would contact all your family and friends and say, “I love 
you.”  Perhaps you would do all you could to tell others about the good 
news of Jesus. 
 
I ask this question because that’s the situation Jesus is in as He enters 
Jerusalem with His disciples on Palm Sunday.  It would only be a few 
days before He hung on the cross dying for the sins of the world. 
 
When Jesus entered the area of Jerusalem He came with great fanfare.  
People spread their coats and palm branches in the road to welcome 
Him as king.  Those disciples who went in front of Him and those who 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna,” which means “Save Now!”  They 
wanted to crown Him king and they hoped He would throw off the yoke 
of Roman bondage.  They wanted to return to a time when Israel was 
it’s own nation, free from outside oppressive rule.  To welcome their 
king the crowd also shouted, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord!  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; Hosanna 
in the highest!”  (Mk 11:9,10).  Those who welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem 
that day anticipated revolution and great victory! 
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What the people didn’t realize was that Jesus had come to die to pay 
the penalty for the sins of the world.  His kingdom would not be an 
earthly kingdom (at least not at this time), but a heavenly one.  He did 
not offer freedom from Rome, but freedom from sin.  He had come to 
die, be buried and rise from the grave in order to prove His deity and 
offer eternal life to all who put their trust in Him.  He also promised an 
abundant life to His followers while on this earth. 
 
Even though Jesus knew what awaited Him in Jerusalem, He went there 
willingly.  On many occasions He told His disciples His purpose in 
coming.  Matthew 20:17-19 records one such incident,  
 

17  And as Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the 
twelve {disciples} aside by themselves, and on the way He said to 
them,  18  "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of 
Man will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will 
condemn Him to death,  19  and will deliver Him to the Gentiles to 
mock and scourge and crucify {Him,} and on the third day He will 
be raised up." 

 
Even though Jesus made it clear that He had come to die and rise from 
the dead, the disciples didn’t fully understand what He was talking 
about.   
 
As Jesus entered the area of Jerusalem, He knew it would be for the last 
time before His crucifixion.  He arrived on Sunday, would be arrested 
on Thursday evening, crucified on Friday and rise from the dead on 
Sunday.  He basically had Monday through Thursday to do any last 
minute ministry before the end.  Since it was His last block of ministry, 
one might expect Him to focus on really important things. This is 
precisely what He did.   
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The purpose of this message is to learn His priorities in those final days 
and then ask ourselves, “Are His priorities our priorities?  Let’s now 
explore together Matthew 11:11-12:12 and the message entitled, 
“Priorities of the King,” or “What’s Really Important to God.”   
 
As the story unfolds we see Jesus entering Jerusalem and heading for 
the temple to take a look around.  His action reveals His first priority 
which is knowing the condition of His Father’s house.   
 
1.  Knowing the condition of His Father’s house 
Matthew 11:11 states, “And He entered Jerusalem {and came} into the 
temple; and after looking all around, He departed for Bethany with the 
twelve, since it was already late.”   
 
When Jesus went into Jerusalem one of the first things He did was go 
into the temple to look around. I don’t believe He did it for the scenery 
or to take in the majesty of the building. He didn’t go in and say, “Wow, 
what a beautiful place. It’s as majestic as I remember it.”  Instead, He 
went in to size up what was going on. Were there people selling things?  
Was good teaching going on?  Were people studying God’s word?  Was 
the temple a house of prayer as God desired, or had it become a house 
of business?  What Jesus found would determine the direction of His 
ministry the next day.  Unfortunately He found a lot of bad things going 
on and would take strong action against it.   
 
Some might ask, “Why did Jesus care about the condition of the 
temple?”  He cared because it was the central place of religious activity 
for the Jews.  It was the place where people came to offer sacrifice.  It 
was the place where God’s representatives, the priests, ministered.  It 
was the place where the glory of God dwelt among His people.  You 
may remember that after the temple was built, the glory of God filled 
it. 
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The condition of His Father’s house was a top priority to Jesus and 
should be to us as well.  Are we concerned with what goes on or fails to 
go on at our local church?  Is the church a house of prayer or has it 
become a house of business?  Is it a place where God’s Word is 
preached or where we simply discuss the latest social problem  Are we 
as a church really trying to honor God and do the things that are 
important to Him like reaching the lost, or are we just socializing?  
Hopefully we have God’s priorities. I have been in churches however 
where that was not the case. Rather than preaching the Word they 
preached current events. Rather than encouraging people to come 
together to pray they are more concerned about their next potluck 
dinner or talent show. Is it wrong to socialize? Certainly not, but we 
must not loose the primary focus of reaching the world for Christ. 
 
But technically speaking, God’s house is not the church.  Acts 17:24 
states, "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.”  
Where then does He dwell?  He dwells in us through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20 makes this point clear. 
 

19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not 
your own?  20  For you have been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body. 

 
Since our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit we need to be 
concerned with their condition as well.  Is what you do with the Spirit’s 
temple (your body) pleasing to God? Are the activities you give yourself 
to honoring to Him?  Are the things that you allow to come into your 
eye-gate, ear-gate, and mouth-gate pleasing to God?  They should be.  
What changes do you need to make to really honor God with your 
body?  Maybe you need to give your body more sleep on Saturday night 
so that it’s rested on Sunday, so that you can better worship God.  
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Perhaps you need to cut out some of the things you watch on television 
or at the movies because they simply stir up your flesh?  Maybe you 
need to change the way you eat so that your temple is more healthy.  
Maybe you need to exercise your temple so that it feels better and can 
function better. 
 
The condition of God’s house (the temple) was important to Jesus?  The 
condition of God’s house (the church and our bodies) should be 
important to us.  Their care should be a high priority. 
 
The second thing that is a priority to Jesus in the passage was taking 
care of the physical needs of His followers. 
 
2.  The physical needs of His followers 
Listen to Mark 11:11-13, 

 
11  And He entered Jerusalem {and came} into the temple; and 
after looking all around, He departed for Bethany with the twelve, 
since it was already late.  12  And on the next day, when they had 
departed from Bethany, He became hungry.  13  And seeing at a 
distance a fig tree in leaf, He went {to see} if perhaps He would 
find anything on it... 

 
By the time Jesus and the disciples went into Jerusalem and entered 
the temple, it was already getting late.  He could have stayed in 
Jerusalem and ministered that night.  Undoubtedly some of the crowd 
that shouted Hosanna at His triumphal entry were still hanging around.  
There may have been folks who wanted to be healed or who just 
wanted to meet or speak with Jesus.  After all, it was the last few days 
of ministry before His death!   
 
Jesus could have told His disciples, “Alright men, this is it.  It’s crunch 
time.  I’m going to be arrested on Thursday which only leaves us a few 
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days to heal and help everyone in this area.  We’re going to set up a 
ministry tent near the temple and minister around the clock.  I’ll make 
it so I don’t get tired, and the rest of you I want to take eight hour 
shifts.  I imagine we can heal hundreds of people per hour and maybe 
eradicate disease from the whole area of Judea before Thursday...”  But 
this is not what He said.  He realized that it was already getting late by 
the time He checked out the temple.  It was time to head back to 
Bethany, get some sleep and prepare for a full day of ministry on 
Monday.  Jesus thus set the example of taking time to rest and being 
sure that those who ministered with him also had enough rest.  All 
ministry and no rest, burns people out.  If we are in leadership, we must 
ensure that those around us are not allowed to burn out.  
 
The events of the next morning also show Jesus’ concern for physical 
needs. Notice that verses twelve and thirteen state that Jesus was 
hungry and decided to get something from a fig tree on the way into 
the city. Perhaps they left Bethany quite early and planned to catch a 
bite to eat on the way into Jerusalem. Maybe they were going to stop 
at a fast-food restaurant like McDonalds. Maybe there was a market 
where they could pick up the equivalent of a Starbucks coffee and 
bagel. In any event, Jesus believed that meeting the needs of people 
was important. He had showed this at other times through feeding the 
5,000, teaching about the good Samaritan who helped a man in need, 
and taking time to go off by himself to pray. In Mark 6:30-32 Jesus 
insisted that the disciples come away from the crowds and rest. Listen 
to the text. 
 

30  And the apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they 
reported to Him all that they had done and taught.  31  And He said 
to them, "Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and rest a 
while." (For there were many {people} coming and going, and they 
did not even have time to eat.)  32  And they went away in the boat 
to a lonely place by themselves. 
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Do you take enough time to rest? Are you burning out on life in 
general? If so listen to the words of Psalm 127:2, “It is vain for you to 
rise up early, to retire late, to eat the bread of painful labors; for He 
gives to His beloved {even in his} sleep.” 
 
Take time to rest. If you are finding yourself burning the candle at both 
ends, try the principle, “Eliminate and Concentrate.”  This simply means 
to take stock of all the activities in your life and eliminate some of the 
ones that are less important. One thing many people can do to free up 
more time is to cut back on TV watching or time on the computer. That 
alone would allow most people to find enough time for R and R (rest 
and relaxation). Unfortunately many folks cut out the really important 
things like church and Bible study and hang on to less important things 
like TV and other recreation. 
 
And be sure you don’t use the principle of taking care of physical needs 
to be an excuse for not doing ministry. Some people say, “I’m not 
involved in ministry or church because Sunday is my only morning to 
really sleep in.”  It is often those same folks who use this as an excuse 
who also have their lives entangled with activities that provide no 
eternal benefit.   
 
Also, just a word for parents who have their children in lots of activities.  
Just because an activity is available for your children like dance lessons, 
gymnastics, swim team and the like, this doesn’t mean that your child 
needs to be involved in them. Better to have your child in one thing and 
do it well than in many things and turn your life into a shuttle service.  
Unfortunately what happens to many kids today is that their parents 
have had them involved in so many extra-curricular activities trying to 
give them every advantage, that the kids burn out on the activity and 
eventually no longer want to do it.   
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The next portion of the text indicates two more things that were 
important to Jesus: fruitfulness and judgment. 
 
3.  Fruitfulness and judgment  
13  And seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went {to see} if perhaps 
He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing 
but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.  14  And He answered and 
said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again!" And His disciples 
were listening. 
 
Jesus as part of the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) had created the 
world and with it, fig trees.  Fig trees were made to give fruit.  When 
Jesus came to the fig tree and found no fruit of any kind, it was obvious 
that the fig tree was not doing what it was designed to do.  Jesus, as a 
lesson to the disciples, cursed the fig tree as an expression of 
disappointment in the fact that there was no fruit.  It was also a picture 
of the judgment of what was coming on the nation of Israel for 
rejecting their Messiah. 
 
Some might ask, “Didn’t Jesus being God know whether or not there 
was fruit on the fig tree.  Certainly there were times when Jesus 
exercised His omniscience like when He told the Pharisees what was in 
their hearts (Mt 9:1-5), but there were other times He chose not to 
exercise His divine attributes.  Instead He chose to allow Himself to be 
tired and hungry and even to be tempted so that He could identify with 
us completely. Hebrews 4:15 states, “For we do not have a high priest 
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 
tempted in all things as {we are, yet} without sin.” 
 
From a distance the average person could not tell if there was fruit on 
the fig tree, but from up close it was obvious that there was no fruit.  
But the text in verse thirteen states that it was not the season for figs. 
Doesn’t it seem a little harsh that Jesus would curse a fig tree for not 
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having fruit when the season for figs had not yet come.  It would be one 
thing to curse the tree for not having fruit during the proper season, 
but not when it was not supposed to give fruit.  On closer examination 
the reason appears fairly clear why Jesus cursed the fig tree.     
 
Passover which would happen on the weekend that Jesus died, took 
place in April, known as the month of Nisan in the Jewish calendar.  In 
that area fig trees produced crops of small edible buds beginning in 
March.  This was followed by the appearance of large green leaves in 
the early part of April.  Even though the buds would eventually turn 
into full-blown figs, they were like a form of fruit and edible.  They 
provided a source of food for local peasants.  Since there were no buds 
on the fig tree, it was a sure sign that there would be no figs either.  
Thus it is not unreasonable for Jesus to expect that He would find 
something edible on the tree even though no figs would be ripe for 
another month.  Finding nothing, Jesus cursed the fig tree and it died.   
 
Jesus took a dim view of fruitlessness.  We like fig trees were created to 
bear fruit.  Jesus illustrated this point clearly in John 15:5-8 where He 
said, 
 

5  "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I 
in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.  
6  "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, 
and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned.  7  "If you abide in Me, and My words abide 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.  8  "By 
this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and {so} prove 
to be My disciples. 

 
Bearing fruit is what God desires from His people.  It not only glorifies 
Him, but it proves to Him and to the world that we are His disciples.  
Notice in verse six that if anyone does not abide in Christ that he is 
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thrown away and cast into the fire to be burned.  Jesus knew that 
judgment awaited all who rejected Him.  That’s why He came to die for 
us, to offer His life a ransom for many. 
 
Does your life bear fruit for the kingdom of God.  If it does it is an 
indication that you belong to Him.  If it does not, it is an indication that 
you may not belong to Him and may be headed for judgement. 
 
If you are a Christian you may ask, what kind of fruit does God want me 
to produce.  Scripture indicates that there are at least five kinds.  And 
all of them are dependent on the Christian drawing close to God and 
allowing God to work through him.  The five kinds of fruit are: 
 
a.  The fruit of the Spirit   
Galatians 5:19-26 addresses this kind of fruit and contrasts it with the 
type of fruit people produce who don’t know God.  Listen carefully as 
the passage lists the undesireable fruit and then the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, 
impurity, sensuality,  20  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21  envying, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn 
you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  22  But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,  23  gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law.  24  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires.  25  If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also walk by the Spirit.  26  Let us not become boastful, 
challenging one another, envying one another. 
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We can only produce the fruit of Spirit and avoid the bad fruit if we live 
and walk each day in the power of the Holy Spirit, totally yielded to 
Him. 
 
b.  The fruit of lips 
The second type of fruit that the Christian is to produce is the fruit of 
lips.  Simply stated, the fruit of lips is praise and thanks to God.  
Hebrews 13:15 states, “Through Him, then, let us continually offer up a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His 
name.” 
 
Does praise and thanksgiving to God regularly flow from your lips?  It 
should.  When you spend time with the Lord each day, I encourage you 
to start by spending time praising Him for who He is and thanking Him 
for what He has done. 
 
c.  The fruit of righteousness 
A third type of fruit that God wants Christians to produce is the fruit of 
righteousness; a righteous life lived for God.  James 3:17-18 speaks of 
this fruit, 
 

17  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
hypocrisy.  18  And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make peace. 

 
This fruit comes from living a life based on God’s wisdom, not man’s. 
 
d.  The fruit of good works 
A fourth type of fruit that God wants Christians to bear is fruit through 
good works.  Colossians 1:10 states, “So that you may walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him n all respects, bearing fruit in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 
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Good works (doing good for others in the name of Christ) are to flow 
out of our lives.  Do they flow out of your life?  If so, praise God.  If not, 
look today for something nice you can do for someone. 
 
e.  The fruit of souls won to Christ 
A fifth fruit that God wants Christians to produce is the fruit of souls 
won to Christ.  This might be called evangelism fruit.  We are to share 
our faith as God gives the opportunity so that others can hear and 
respond to the gospel.  John 4:35, 36 states, 
 

35  "Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, and {then} comes 
the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields, that they are white for harvest.  36  "Already he who reaps is 
receiving wages, and is gathering fruit for life eternal; that he who 
sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 

 
I hope these are priorities in your life as well.  Let’s move now to a 
fourth priority. 
 
4.  Purity/holiness 
15  And they came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began 
to cast out those who were buying and selling in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who 
were selling doves;  16  and He would not permit anyone to carry goods 
through the temple.   
 
Jesus was not only concerned with the purity of the temple, but also of 
those who say they love God and desire to do His work.  As they are 
pure, the work they do is pure. When He entered the temple on 
Monday morning, Jesus found that it had become a den of thieves 
rather than a house of prayer. So He overturned the tables of the 
moneychangers and the chairs of merchants. 



13 
Copyright 2001 Chris Losey 

 

Often in a worship service we the song “Holiness”. You know the words, 
“Holiness, is what I long for, holiness is what I need….”  but do our lives 
really reflect the holiness we sing about? 
 
Ephesians 1:4 states that God chose us to be holy, “just as He chose us 
in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before Him.”  This is not just to be positional holiness in that 
God forgives all our sin, but it is to be practical holiness in that we strive 
with the Spirit’s help to live holy lives. 
 
Ephesians 5:27 speaks of Christ’s desire to present the church to 
Himself as a holy bride, “that He might present to Himself the church in 
all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 
should be holy and blameless.”  Are you seeking to live up to Christ’s 
desire? 
 
1 Peter 1:14-16 speaks in no uncertain terms that God desires His 
children to be holy and blameless.  Holiness means living a pure life.  
Blameless means that when a person lives this way, others cannot cast 
blame. Listen to the verses, 
 

14  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts 
{which were yours} in your ignorance,  15  but like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves also in all {your} behavior;  16  
because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 

 
Although none of us will be perfectly holy this side of heaven because 
we are sinners, this still must be our goal. 
 
R. J. Stewart said,  “Holy has the same root as wholly, it means 
complete. A man is not complete in spiritual stature if all his mind, 
heart, soul, and strength are not given to God.”  
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Archbishop Robert Leighton (1611-1684) said, “A holy life is a voice; it 
speaks when the tongue is silent and is either a constant attraction or a 
perpetual reproof.”  In other words a holy life is a witness that will draw 
some people to God and drive others away.  Whether a person is 
attracted or repulsed will depend on whether or not they are open to 
the wooing of God’s Spirit.  
    
I like what Tryon Edwards (1809-1894) said, “A holy life is not an 
ascetic, or gloomy, or solitary life, but a life regulated by divine truth 
and faithful in Christian duty. It is living above the world while we are 
still in it.”  
 
Dwight Lyman Moody (1837-1899) put it this way, “A holy life will 
produce the deepest impression. Lighthouses blow no horns; they only 
shine.”  
    
Is your holiness shining like a beacon for God?  Purity and holiness were 
a huge priority of Jesus during His final week, and should be a huge 
priority to each of us for the rest of our days on this earth. 
 
A fifth priority of Jesus was teaching God’s Word. 
 
5.  Teaching God’s Word 
Mark 11:17 states, And He {began} to teach and say to them, "Is it not 
written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations'? 
But you have made it a robbers' den."   
 
Notice that the verse says, “And He began to teach and say to them.”  
Jesus was concerned about teaching the Word of God.  He knew that 
God’s Word was exactly what people needed to have in order to run 
their lives in a way that pleased God. 
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The parralell passage in Luke 19 also stresses the high priority that 
Jesus placed on teaching God’s Word.   Listen to Luke 19:45-47,   
 

45  And He entered the temple and began to cast out those who 
were selling,  46  saying to them, "It is written, 'And My house shall 
be a house of prayer,' but you have made it a robbers' den."  47  
And He was teaching daily in the temple... 

 
Did you catch the first part of verse 47, “And He was teaching daily in 
the temple.”  Giving out God’s Word was a daily activity for Jesus.  He 
knew that the Word changed people’s lives. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 states, 
 

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-
edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, 
of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

 
2 Tim 3:16-17 states, 

 
16  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  17  that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

 
John 15:7 says, "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.” 
 
Do we make it a priority to give out the Word of God to our children, to 
those who need a Bible, and to others who might want to know what 
the Bible says on a certain topic? We should! 
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Regarding getting the Word out, Paul told young Timothy in 2 Timothy 
4:2-4, 
 

2  preach the word; be ready in season {and} out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  3  For 
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
{wanting} to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;  4  and will 
turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. 

 
6.  Prayer 
Matthew 12:7 states, “And He {began} to teach and say to them, ‘Is it 
not written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations'? But you have made it a robbers' den.’”   
 
The temple was to be called a house of prayer for all the nations. The 
church today is to be a house of prayer, too.  Our bodies are to be 
houses of prayer because we are the church the ecclesia, the called out 
ones!. 
 
The worship in the temple was the sum total of those who came to 
worship there.  If the people who came to the temple prayed, then the 
temple was a house of prayer.  If the people who came didn’t pray, but 
involved themeselves in other actiivities to the exclusion of prayer, then 
the temple was not a house of prayer.  So it is with the church today.  
Prayer needs to be in, around, and through every part of worship.  It 
needs to be given significant time in corporate worship.  There need to 
be services dedicated specifically to prayer.  That’s one reason we have 
weekly prayer services at Valley.  These services are times we devote 
ourselves completely to praying to the Father for myriads of different 
things: praise, petition, intercession, confession, etc. 
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Prayer not only needs to be a big part of the church gathered, when we 
gather together for corporate worship, but it also needs to be a big part 
of the church scattered, when we go out of this building into the world.  
If prayer is an after-thought in either place, or only given a token 
emphasis, then the church is not a house of prayer.  
 
Since prayer is to be a key activity of God’s people, and since their 
bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, then their bodies must be 
houses of prayer.  Prayer must be something that they give themselves 
to.  Scripture confirms this fact.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 states, 
“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for 
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 
How can we truly make our bodies houses of prayer.  It is quite simple, 
take time to pray.  Extended prayer is a great way to start the day.  It 
has been said that prayer first thing in the morning gets a person going 
in the right direction.  Prayer throughout the day keeps him going in the 
right direction.  And prayer at the end of the day, allows a person to 
rejoice in the Lord and thank Him for the fruit of the day! 
 
Our prayers need to be filled with rejoicing (praise) and thanksgiving, all 
the time!  And there certainly is much to praise and thank God for!   
 
A seventh priority of Jesus during His last week was meeting the needs 
of people. 
 
7.  Meeting Other People’s Needs 
Jesus wasn’t just concerned about giving out the truth.  He was 
concerned about the needs of people.  And His concern went far 
beyond the needs of His followers.  The parallel passage in the book of 
Matthew mentions the fact that Jesus was healing people.  Listen to 
Matthew 21:12-14, 
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12  And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were 
buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the 
moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves.     
13  And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a 
house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' den."  14  And 
{the} blind and {the} lame came to Him in the temple, and He 
healed them. 

 
As we minister to people we must be genuinely concerned about their 
needs.  If people get the impression that they are nothing more than 
our spiritual project, they will likely reject whatever we have to say.  On 
the other hand, if we truly care about them as people and seek to help 
them as God enables, they will listen to what we have to say.  Often it is 
ministering to someone’s physical need that opens them up to the 
gospel.  It has rightly been said, “Man’s calamity is God’s opportunity.”  
All the blind and lame people who Jesus healed, undoubtedly listened 
to His every word.   
 
Jesus used miracles to validate that His teaching was true.  As we meet 
others at their point of need they will be much more open to the 
gospel. 
 
8.  Continuing to serve even in a hostile climate 
Mark 11: 18 states, “And the chief priests and the scribes heard 
{this}and {began} seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid of 
Him, for all the multitude was astonished at His teaching.”   
 
Unfortunately, the chief priests and the scribes, couldn’t see the forest 
for the trees.  Even though Jesus healed others right in front of them, 
they could only focus on His words which condemned them for turning 
the temple into a robber’s den.  And indeed they had turned it into a 
den of thieves. 
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Many of the religious leaders had long since turned away from God.  
For them, the issue was not about serving God, but about serving their 
own selfish interests.  To them it wasn’t about what was reasonable or 
right, it was about power and maintaining that dominance over the 
people.  Jesus was a threat to their power because the multitude was 
astonished at His teaching and wanted to crown Him king. 
 
Does it amaze you today that many people reject what seems so 
reasonable and right?  Does it amaze you that the name of Jesus makes 
some people get angry and refuse to listen to another word you have to 
say?  It shouldn’t.  Jesus showed us clearly that people aren’t always 
rational when it comes to the things of God.  Some people are 
consumed with themselves and their own agendas.  To them, like the 
chief priests and scribes, the truth of God is an intrusion and reveals the 
sin that they refuse to release.  Certainly there are some people who 
have had bad experiences with a Christians, and are turned off to 
Christianity, but for the most part, people who reject Christ, do so 
because they want to do their own thing in their own way.  Receiving 
Christ would mean dethroning themselves, and many aren’t willing to 
entertain that thought. 
 
Although there are folks who will gladly receive the message of Christ, 
there are those who will become antagonistic and sometimes seek to 
harm us.  When Jesus sent out His disciples in Matthew 10:16-22 He 
warned them with these words, 
 

16  "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; 
therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves.  17  "But 
beware of men; for they will deliver you up to {the} courts, and 
scourge you in their synagogues;  18  and you shall even be brought 
before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them 
and to the Gentiles.  19  "But when they deliver you up, do not 
become anxious about how or what you will speak; for it shall be 
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given you in that hour what you are to speak.  20  "For it is not you 
who speak, but {it is} the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.  
21  "And brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father {his} 
child; and children will rise up against parents, and cause them to 
be put to death.  22  "And you will be hated by all on account of My 
name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be 
saved. 

 
Jesus wanted His followers to know that the Christian life would not be 
a cake walk. 
 
The apostle Paul reiterated this fact in 2 Timothy 3:12 when he said, 
“And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.” 
 
Many people remember the movie Chariots of Fire. It was the true 
story of Eric Liddell, a great track runner from Scotland, who later went 
to the mission field.  In the movie, Liddell refused to run on the Sabbath 
in the 1924 Olympics and forfeited some of the awards he might have 
won.   
 
You may also remember another scene in the movie where Liddell fell 
in a preliminary meet.  That, too, was a true story.  Let me share with 
you the details.  One year before the Olympics, Liddel ran in a track 
meet between England, Ireland and Scottland.  He ran the 100, 200, 
and 440 yard races.  In the 440 at the start he was accidentally tripped  
as the runners each tried to move to the inside position.  As he lay on 
the track the official yelled, “Get up and run.”  By the time Liddell got to 
his feet he was twenty yards behind the leaders.   
 
Anyone who has seen a 440 yard race knows that twenty yards is an 
incredible distance to try to make up in one lap, but Liddel somehow 
did it.  He eventually pulled into fourth place ten yards behind the 
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leaders.  With only forty yards to go he moved into third place, then 
second and then right at the tape he pulled ahead of the great runner 
from England, J.J. Gillies. Eric Liddel had done the seeming impossible 
even after suffering a huge setback.  An article appeared the next day in 
The Scotsman newspaper which said, “The circumstances in which 
Liddell won the race made it a performance bordering on the 
miraculous. Veterans whose memories take them back thirty-five years 
and in some cases longer in the history of athletics were unanimous in 
the opinion that Liddell's win in the quarter mile was the greatest track 
performance they had ever seen.” 
 
As we live as Christians we will occasionally get knocked down by the 
words and actions of others.  Rather than staying down or dropping out 
of the race, we need to get up and press on.  It is the fire of the furnace 
that purifies the gold. 
 
A ninth priority of Jesus is revealed in Mark 11:19-24. 
 
9.  Faith  
Mark 11:19-24 states,  
 

19  And whenever evening came, they would go out of the city.       
20  And as they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig 
tree withered from the roots {up.}  21  And being reminded, Peter 
said to Him, "Rabbi, behold, the fig tree which You cursed has 
withered."  22  And Jesus answered saying to them, "Have faith in 
God.  23  "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be 
taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, 
but believes that what he says is going to happen, it shall be 
{granted} him.  24  "Therefore I say to you, all things for which you 
pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall 
be {granted} you.   
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When Jesus and the disciples departed the city each evening they 
passed by the withered fig tree.  The first time Peter saw it, he reiterate 
to Jesus the fact that it was the tree Jesus had cursed.  The withered 
tree was a reminder of the deity of Jesus, His power, and the penalty 
for fruitlessness.  But Jesus also used it as an example about the 
importance of faith. 
 
When Peter reminded Jesus about the tree, Jesus responded by telling 
Peter that faith in God was the trigger that unleased divine power.  It 
was God’s power that withered the tree, and it was God’s power that 
Jesus wanted the disciples to utilize in their ministries.  If the disciples 
wanted to be used mightily of God they would have to exercise faith.  
They would have to make faith a top priority.  In the days ahead, after 
Jesus was gone from the scene, the disciples would definitely need an 
unwavering trust in God.   
 
Listen again to Jesus’ words in verse twenty-three, "Truly I say to you, 
whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and 
does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to 
happen, it shall be {granted} him.   
 
Some have asked, “Did Jesus actually promise that they could cast 
mountains into the sea?”  No!  Jesus was speaking hyperbole.  Casting 
literal mountains into the sea would only cause destruction and do no 
one any good. Instead He wanted them to understand that God can do 
the humanly impossible through the prayers of His people.   
 
Another question arises from verse 23, “Does it mean that the disciples 
could get anything they wanted as long as they believed?”  No!  Faith 
must be in accordance with God’s will.  Jesus made this point clear on 
many occasions (Mt 6:9,10, 1 John 5:14,15). If we ask for things that are 
not in line with God’s will, He will not give them to us.  But sometimes 
it’s hard to know if certain things are God’s will.  For example we may 
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pray for someone’s healing.  Is healing always God’s will.  Not 
necessarily, because all of us will die sometime of something.  If we 
believe that something is God’s will we should pray for it, but leave the 
results up to God. 
 
Jesus’ point is that we need to live by faith, trusting in God in 
everything.  When we have this kind of faith, God will do great things.  
 
One example of how God words through those who have faith is the 
story of a small congregation in the foothills of the Great Smoky 
Mountains.  They built a new sanctuary on a piece of land willed to 
them by a church member. Ten days before the new church was to 
open, the local building inspector informed the pastor that the parking 
lot was inadequate for the size of the building. 
 
Until the church doubled the size of the parking lot, they would not be 
able to use the new sanctuary. Unfortunately, the church with its 
undersized parking lot had used every inch of their land except for the 
mountain against which it had been built. In order to build more 
parking spaces, they would have to move the mountain out of the back 
yard. 
 
Undaunted, the pastor announced the next Sunday morning that he 
would meet that evening with all members who had *mountain moving 
faith.* They would hold a prayer session asking God to remove the 
mountain from the back yard and to somehow provide enough money 
to have it paved and painted before the scheduled opening dedication 
service the following week. 
 
At the appointed time, 24 of the congregation's 300 members 
assembled for prayer. They prayed for nearly three hours. At ten 
o'clock the pastor said the final "Amen". "We'll open next Sunday as 
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scheduled," he assured everyone. "God has never let us down before, 
and I believe He will be faithful this time too." 
 
The next morning as he was working in his study there came a loud 
knock at his door. When he called "come in," a rough looking 
construction foreman appeared, removing his hard hat as he entered. 
 
"Excuse me, Reverend. I'm from Acme Construction Company over in 
the next county. We're building a huge new shopping center over there 
and we need some fill dirt. Would you be willing to sell us a chunk of 
that mountain behind the church?  We'll pay you for the dirt we 
remove and pave all the exposed area free of charge, if we can have it 
right away.  We can't do anything else until we get the dirt in and allow 
it to settle properly." 
 
The little church was dedicated the next Sunday as originally planned 
and there were far more members with "mountain moving faith" on 
opening Sunday than there had been the previous week. 
 
Would you have shown up for that prayer meeting?  Some people say 
faith comes from miracles.  But others know: MIRACLES COME FROM 
FAITH! 
 
Do you have faith?  Do you live your life trusting in God?  Faith was one 
of Jesus’ top priorities and it should be ours as well.   
   
A tenth priority of Jesus is revealed in Mark 11:25-26.  It is the priority 
of forgiveness. 
 
10.  Forgiveness 
Mark 11:25,26 states,  
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25  "And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 
against anyone; so that your Father also who is in heaven may 
forgive you your transgressions.  26  ["But if you do not forgive, 
neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your 
transgressions."]   

 
Sometimes when we start living the Christian life it is easy to think 
about our vertical relationship with God and neglect our horizontal 
relationships with one another.  We can say how much we love God, 
but fail to love properly those around us, especially those people who 
have hurt us in some way.  As Christians we must remember that 
forgiveness is of utmost importance to God.  If we say we love God, we 
need to forgive each other.  If we aren’t willing to forgive each other, 
then our Christian witness will be hindered. 
 
I John 4:20-21 makes it very clear that our love for others is really a 
reflection of our love for God,  The verses state, 
 

20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; 
for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen.  21  And this 
commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God 
should love his brother also. 

 
Is there someone who you hold a grudge against?  Perhaps they did 
something to you or one of your friends and you just can’t bring 
yourself to forgive them.  Maybe they said something mean about you 
or one of your family members.  If there is someone like that in your 
life, forgive them.  God says to forgive them.  If you are unwilling to 
forgive, you are also at fault and need to ask for forgiveness from God! 
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Matthew 6:14-15 states, "For if you forgive men for their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do 
not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.” 
It is not that you will lose your salvation if you don’t forgive others, but 
it may be an indication that you are not saved in the first place.  If you 
are saved and yet won’t forgive, it is a clear indication that you have a 
hard heart from which you need to repent.  Such unforgiveness will also 
hinder a person’s day-to-day fellowship with God.   
 
Matthew 18:21-22 records Peter’s inquiry of Jesus on the subject of 
forgiveness, “Then Peter came and said to Him, ‘Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?’  Jesus 
said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy 
times seven.”  Our forgiveness is to be like the Lord’s, unlimited! 
 
One other vital point regarding forgiveness is that we must forgive 
people from the heart (Matt 18:35)!  Those people who harbor 
bitterness and refuse to forgive others, not only ruin their own 
fellowship with God, they make their lives and the lives of others quite 
miserable. 
 
An eleventh priority of Jesus is seen in Mark 11:27-33. 
 
11.  Answering honest questions 
During His last days in Jerusalem, many people asked Jesus questions, 
and He answered them.  God is in the answering business.  Some folks 
have said that Jeremiah 33:3 is God’s telephone number, 'Call to Me, 
and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which 
you do not know.'   
 
Some of the questions that Jesus was asked during those final days 
were: 
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- Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar? (Mk 12:14) 
- Who will be married to whom in the resurrection? (Mk 12:19-23 
- What commandment is the foremost of all? (Mk 14:28) 
 
God desires that those who come to Him with questions are sincere in 
their heart and really want answers.  Unfortunately some of those who 
came to Jesus with questions came only to try to trap Him.  Mark 11:27-
33 states, 
 

27  And they came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in 
the temple, the chief priests, and scribes, and elders came to Him,  
28  and {began} saying to Him, "By what authority are You doing 
these things, or who gave You this authority to do these things?"  
29  And Jesus said to them, "I will ask you one question, and you 
answer Me, and {then} I will tell you by what authority I do these 
things.  30  "Was the baptism of John from heaven, or from men? 
Answer Me."  31  And they {began} reasoning among themselves, 
saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say, 'Then why did you 
not believe him?'  32  "But shall we say, 'From men'?"-- they were 
afraid of the multitude, for all considered John to have been a 
prophet indeed.  33  And answering Jesus, they said, "We do not 
know." And Jesus said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things."   

 
Jesus knew that when the chief priests, scribes and elders came to Him 
that their motives were flawed.  They didn’t want the truth, they were 
simply trying to trap Him and find reason to put Him to death.  He thus 
answered their question with one of His own.   
 
Are you ready to answer people’s questions?  1 Peter 3:15 gives us 
sound adivce regarding this question, “but sanctify Christ as Lord in 
your hearts, always {being} ready to make a defense to everyone who 
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asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence; 
  
In order to have adequate answers to people’s questions we need to 
know what the Bible says.  That’s another great reason to study it. 
 
The twelveth and final priority that we will look at is found in Mark 
12:1-12. 
 
12.  Salvation 
Mark 12 1-12 states, 
 

1  And He began to speak to them in parables: "A man planted a 
vineyard, and put a wall around it, and dug a vat under the wine 
press, and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and 
went on a journey.  2  "And at the {harvest} time he sent a slave to 
the vine-growers, in order to receive {some} of the produce of the 
vineyard from the vine-growers.  3  "And they took him, and beat 
him, and sent him away empty-handed.  4  "And again he sent 
them another slave, and they wounded him in the head, and 
treated him shamefully.  5  "And he sent another, and that one 
they killed; and {so with} many others, beating some, and killing 
others.  6  "He had one more {to send,} a beloved son; he sent him 
last {of all} to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'  7  "But 
those vine-growers said to one another, 'This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours!'  8  "And they took 
him, and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.  9  "What 
will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the 
vine-growers, and will give the vineyard to others.  10  "Have you 
not even read this Scripture: 'The stone which the builders 
rejected, this became the chief corner {stone}   11  This came about 
from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?"  12  And they were 
seeking to seize Him; and {yet} they feared the multitude; for they 
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understood that He spoke the parable against them. And {so} they 
left Him, and went away. 

 
This parable pictures God as the person who planted the vineyard.  The 
vineyard could be the entire world, or more specifically the nation of 
Israel.  God placed Israel in His land to caretake it and bear fruit.  Just 
like the landowner, who outfitted the vineyard for success by building a 
wall of protection; digging a vat under the winepress, and building a 
tower, so God gave the Jews everything they needed to succeed in a 
hostile world.  He promised to protect them and provide for them as 
long as they followed His ways.  Instead they became corrupt.  To 
encourage them to turn from their sinful ways, God sent His prophets 
who told the nation to repent.  Rather than repenting they refused to 
listen.  Jeremiah 25:4-7 says it this way, 
 

4  "And the LORD has sent to you all His servants the prophets 
again and again, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to 
hear,  5  saying, 'Turn now everyone from his evil way and from the 
evil of your deeds, and dwell on the land which the LORD has given 
to you and your forefathers forever and ever;  6  and do not go 
after other gods to serve them and to worship them, and do not 
provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands, and I will do 
you no harm.'  7  "Yet you have not listened to Me," declares the 
LORD, "in order that you might provoke Me to anger with the 
work of your hands to your own harm. 

 
In the parable of the vineyard, Jesus is the landowner’s Son who is the 
last one sent in hopes of turning the nation around.  Instead of 
accepting Him and the salvation He brought, the Jews would kill Him. 
 
This parable is a beautiful picture of God reaching out to a fallen world 
with His love and concern.  Rather than receiving that love and the 
accompanying salvation, they reject it and kill God’s only Son.   
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Through this parable Jesus hoped to break through the hardened hearts 
of the religious leaders, but they would have none of it.  They loved 
power rather than God, and they would do whatever it took to protect 
that power. 
 
Just as Jesus tried to reach out to the lost before it was too late, so 
should we!  We must seek to share with all who will listen.   
 
The apostles in the early church understood this priority; to preach the 
good news and often did it under adverse conditions.  Acts 14:1-7 
records one such incident on Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary 
journey.   
 

1  And it came about that in Iconium they entered the synagogue 
of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that a great 
multitude believed, both of Jews and of Greeks.  2  But the Jews 
who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the Gentiles, and 
embittered them against the brethren.  3  Therefore they spent a 
long time {there} speaking boldly {with reliance} upon the Lord, 
who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting that 
signs and wonders be done by their hands.  4  But the multitude of 
the city was divided; and some sided with the Jews, and some with 
the apostles.  5  And when an attempt was made by both the 
Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to mistreat and to stone 
them,  6  they became aware of it and fled to the cities of Lycaonia, 
Lystra and Derbe, and the surrounding region;  7  and there they 
continued to preach the gospel. 

 
Jesus faced opposition, the apostles faced opposition, and we should 
expect no different.  But like the apostles, we must learn the priorities 
of the Kng and integrate them into our own lives until they become our 
heartbeat.  When we do this the world will be changed for the better. 
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Conclusion 
What were the priorities of the King during the final days before His 
crucifixion? 
 
1.  Knowing the condition of His Father’s house 
2.  Taking care of the physical needs of His followers 
3.  Fruitfulness and judgment 
4.  Purity and holiness 
5.  Prayer 
6.  Teaching God’s Word 
7.  Meeting other people’s needs 
8.  Continuing to serve even in a hostile climate 
9.  Faith 
10. Forgiveness 
11. Answering honest questions 
12. Salvation 
 
The only way we can make these priorities our own is if we seek God 
each day in the Word and prayer and allow Him to guide us every step 
of the way.  If it is your desire to make His priorities your priorities, I 
invite you to pray the following prayer, 
 
“Lord, thank You for making Your priorities clear during that last week 
before Your crucifixion.  Help me to take Your priorities as my own: 
 
 Help me to monitor the spiritual condition of my own body. 
 Help me to take care of my physical needs so that I can serve. 
 Help me bear all the fruit You want me to produce in my life. 
 Help me live a pure life that brings honor to Your name 
 Help me keep prayer as a vital part of my everyday life.  
 Help me learn more of Your word and teach it to others. 
 Help me meet the needs of those around me as I minister. 
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 Help me to serve even if the spiritual climate is hostile. 
 Help me be a person of great faith even when it is hard. 
 Help me forgive and never harbor bitterness toward anyone. 
 Help me be ready to give people answers for my hope in You. 
 Help me look for ways to share the truth of the gospel.  
 
Again, Lord, make Your priorities mine.  I ask these things in Jesus 
name! 


