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So You Want To Follow Christ 
 

Luke 9:57-62 
 

By Chris Losey 

 

INTRODUCTION 
In business I have heard the saying, “Lead, follow, or get out of the 
way.” Today it seems that few people want to be followers, but many 
want to be leaders. However, following can be a good thing, especially 
if you are in a minefield and the one you are following knows the way 
out. 
  
Following implies at least four things. First, that the one being followed 
knows where He is going. Jesus certainly knows where He is going, and 
anyone who chooses to follow Him has made a wise decision. Second, 
that the one doing the following wants to go in the same direction as 
the one who is leading. Hopefully, all of us want to go in Christ’s 
direction because being God, Jesus not only knows where He is going, 
but also has the power to get there, and has our best interests in mind. 
Thirdly, following implies that the one following doesn’t know the best 
way to go. That would certainly be true of humans because often we 
don’t know the best way. Fourth, following implies that the one 
following has a certain level of trust in the one who is leading. Again, 
Jesus is totally trustworthy. John 6:67-69 states,  
 

67 Jesus said therefore to the twelve, "You do not want to go 
away also, do you?"  68 Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.  69 And we 
have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy 
One of God." 
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In the message today we will look in depth at Luke 9:57-62. In this 
passage there was a man who said that he not only wanted to follow 
Jesus, but that he would follow Him wherever He went!  Listen to the 
narrative, 
 

57 And as they were going along the road, someone said to 
Him, "I will follow You wherever You go."  58 And Jesus said to 
him, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."       
59 And He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Permit 
me first to go and bury my father."  60 But He said to him, 
"Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go 
and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God."  61 And 
another also said, "I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me 
to say good-bye to those at home."  62 But Jesus said to him, 
"No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God." 

 
As we begin looking at the story let’s begin with: 
 

The Person’s Statement of Intent - v57   
Again, verse fifty-seven states, “And as they were going along the road, 
someone said to Him, "I will follow You wherever You go."   
 
We don’t know who made the statement. Perhaps it was a disciple, 
perhaps someone else. The question arises, “Why would someone 
make this statement?” Maybe they had seen Jesus minister and were 
amazed at His teaching and power. 
 
The above ‘Statement of Intent’ “I will follow You wherever You go,” is  
a statement that every Christian should make regarding following Jesus. 
Remember the song, “I have decided to follow Jesus.” 
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 I have decided to follow Jesus,  

I have decided to follow Jesus, 
 I have decided to follow Jesus,  

No turning back, no turning back. 
  
 Though none go with me, still I will follow  

Though none go with me, still I will follow 
Though none go with me, still I will follow. 

 No turning back, no turning back. 
  

Take the whole world, give me my Savior 
Take the whole world, give me my Savior 
Take the whole world, give me my Savior 

 No turning back, no turning back… 
 
You may also remember the song sung by a female singer.  The song’s 
title is “I Will Follow Him.”  The words went something like: 

 
I will follow him, wherever he may go. 

There isn’t an ocean to deep,  
A mountain so high it could keep, keep me away,  

Away from my love. 
 

I love him, I love him, I love him,  
And where he goes I’ll follow, I’ll follow, I’ll follow, 

He’ll always be my true love, my true love, my true love, 
From now until forever, forever, forever, I will follow him. 

 
Could that have been you in the story making the statement to Jesus 
that you would follow Him no matter where He went?  I hope so. 
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Many people today say, “I won’t follow Him.  Instead I will follow my 
own gut instincts.” Others say, “I will follow Him, depending on where 
He leads.” 
 
Getting back to the passage at hand, the person’s statement was bold 
and perhaps even emotional. Maybe he made it after seeing Jesus do a 
miracle. I’m sure that Jesus was excited to hear the person’s words, but 
Jesus wanted him to know that he should not make this statement 
lightly. This brings us to: 
 

Jesus’ Explanation of the Cost - vv58-62 
Jesus explanation is found not only in his answer to this person, but 
also His verbal exchanges with two other people. The cost of following 
Him would mean several different things.  He wanted those who 
followed Him not to feel tricked or trapped, but to follow Him with 
their eyes wide-open. They needed to count the cost ahead of time. 
 
It is significant that Jesus’ is so upfront with people. Many leaders are 
not that transparent about the road ahead. They do the old bait and 
switch routine, kind of like the infamous unethical salesman who tells 
people about a product to get them hooked, and then tries to sell them 
a much more costly product.   
 
Unlike unethical salesmen, Jesus does not want people to follow Him 
unless they know what they were getting into, so He clearly lays out the 
cost. 
 

1.  It will mean homelessness on this earth – v58 
58  And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air {have} nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head."   
 



5 
Copuright 2001 Chris R. Losey 

 

Notice that Jesus talked about His own plight. By inference it 
would be what He would ask others to do as well. It is nice that 
we have a Savior who is willing to identify with us, and who has 
gone through all and more of what He asks of us. 
 
The homelessness talked about here is more spiritual than 
physical for most of us. Unlike Jesus, most of us have physical 
homes, but spiritually we don’t fit in with the world’s system. This 
earth is not our ultimate home. Scripture says we are aliens here 
on earth (1 Peter 2:11).  Have you ever felt that way? Heaven is 
our real home and someday we will go there if we trust in and 
follow Jesus with our whole heart. 

 
2.  It will mean changed relationships - vv59,60  
Luke 9:59-60 states, 
  

59 And He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Permit 
me first to go and bury my father."  60 But He (Jesus) said to 
him, "Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, 
go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God."   

 
The man’s father in these verses was likely not yet dead. I believe 
the person was saying to Jesus, “Sometime in the future, after my 
father dies and my life settles down, I will be ready to follow You, 
but not yet.” 
 
In Matthew 10:37-39 Jesus shares what it means to follow Him.  
 

37 "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not 
take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  
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39 He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who 
has lost his life for My sake shall find it. 

 
If we want to follow Jesus, we need to understand that following 
Him supersedes other relationships, including family. This does 
not mean that we treat family badly or don’t provide for them. 
Not at all. 1 Timothy 5:8 says that if we don’t provide for our 
families we are worse than ubelievers. We are to love our families 
and provide for them, but we need to realize that when we follow 
Jesus, He becomes our top priority. Also, if we have family 
members who don’t know Christ, or who reject Him, we will likely 
feel more at home with our new Christian family than with our 
biological one. 

 
3.  It will mean sharing a life-saving message - v60b 
Luke 9:60b states, “but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere 
the kingdom of God."   
 
Sharing the good news of Christ with others becomes our new 
mission. It can be scary, but God doesn’t want us to be secret 
service Christians. We need to share openly when He gives the 
opportunity. He will help us and guide us to those who desire to 
hear the good news of the gospel. 

 
4.  It will mean changed priorities - vv61,62 
Luke 9:61-62 states, “61 And another also said, "I will follow You, 
Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home."         
62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, after putting his hand to the 
plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 
 
We need a sense of urgency when following Christ. His work 
needs to be first and foremost. 
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If we follow Christ wholeheartedly, there will be great reward. 
 

The Bible’s Explanation of the Blessings  
There are many places in Scripture that lay out the blessings that come 
from following Christ. Although it includes heaven, it is more than pie in 
the sky! 
 

1.  Eternal life 
John 3:16 states, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.” John 14:2-3 states, "In My Father's house 
are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I 
am, there you may be also.” This is our promise of heaven.   
 
2. An abundant life  
John 10:10 states, "The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and 
destroy; I came that they might have life, and might have {it} 
abundantly.” Christianity it more than pie in the sky!!! It is also 
abundant life now! 
 
3.  Peace 
John 14:27 states, "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; 
not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, nor let it be fearful.” Jesus gives believers His peace. 
 
4.  Extended family 
Mark 10:29-30 states, 
 

29  Jesus said, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who 
has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's 
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sake,  30  but that he shall receive a hundred times as 
much now in the present age, houses and brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with 
persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 

 
5.  A constant companion 
John 14:16 states, "And I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may be with you forever.” The Holy Spirit 
becomes our new companion, helper and guide. Hebrews 13:5 
says,  “Let your character be free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never 
desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’" 

 
6.  Real purpose 
Isaiah 43:7 reads, “Everyone who is called by My name, and whom 
I have created for My glory, whom I have formed, even whom I 
have made." Our ultimate purpose becomes bringing glory and 
honor to God. 

 

CONCLUSION 
Do you want to follow Jesus?  I don’t mean just to know Him but to 
follow Him?  Have you counted the cost and weighed the benefits? 
In Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus states, “28 Come to Me, all who are weary 
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take My yoke upon you, 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall 
find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy, and My load is light." 
 
Jesus invites us to rest in Him as we do what He has called us to do. 
 
WILL YOU FOLLOW JESUS TODAY? 


