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Ministry’s PRIORITY and MINDSET  
 

Luke 9:51-56 
 

By Chris Losey 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
How much of a priority in your life is your ministry for God?  Do you 
have a ministry you can call your own?  In other words is furthering the 
kingdom of God a significant priority in your life?  Is your heart in it?  It 
has been said that there are three kinds of Christians: 
 
Backsliders 
- those who are moving backwards in their Christian life. 
- they may have been excited about the things of God sometime in the 
past but now their commitment is little or none. 
- their love for God has cooled off. 
- instead of advancing the kingdom of God they are sometimes a drain 
on it. 
- they are like the mountain climber who, instead of climbing the 
mountain, has lost his desire to climb and has started back down the 
mountain. 
 
Coasters 
- they aren’t really moving ahead and they aren’t really moving 
backwards, they are stagnant. 
- they are like the mountain climber who, instead of climbing the 
mountain, simply traverses side to side looking for an easy route.   
-  coasters like to mountain climbers who talk about the good ole days 
when they used to climb, but now they leave the real climbing to 
others.   
- they have all the equipment for climbing but don’t use it much. 
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- you can’t really count on them to do much in ministry. 
- in order to get them to serve you have to corner them and then 
sometimes they’ll give you reasons why they’re too busy with other 
priorities. 
 
Advancers 
- they are moving forward and growing. 
- they are on the moving up the mountain.  Some slow, some fast.  Yes, 
they stop and rest from time to time but they keep the goal of climbing 
the mountain in sight. 
- they make ministry a priority. 
- the call to ministry that God has on their life sets the priorities and 
time commitments. 
- they serve with gladness and have the joy of the Lord. 
 
Which category do you think God wants us in?  Obviously, He wants us 
to be Advancers.  What category are you in?  Hopefully you are moving 
up the mountain.  If you are sliding back or coasting, perhaps it is 
because the pressures of life have blurred your spiritual vision.  Perhaps 
the circumstances of life have steam-rolled you and you feel like there 
are too many other things demanding your attention.  Don’t give up.  
Get back on the mountain and climb the best you can even if the 
forward progress seems minimal.  God wants you to be an Advancer! 
 
In this regard, I believe the Scripture passage that will be looked at in 
this message will be an encouragement to you.  It will help you refocus 
what you are all about in this life, and help you want to get on the 
mountain and keep moving up.  The title of the message is, “Ministry’s 
Priority and Mindset.”  Listen now to Luke 9:51-56. 
 

51  And it came about, when the days were approaching for 
His ascension, that He resolutely set His face to go to 
Jerusalem;  52  and He sent messengers on ahead of Him. And 
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they went, and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make 
arrangements for Him.  53  And they did not receive Him, 
because He was journeying with His face toward Jerusalem.  
54  And when His disciples, James and John, saw {this,} they 
said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down 
from heaven and consume them?"  55  But He turned and 
rebuked them, [and said, "You do not know what kind of 
spirit you are of;  56  for the Son of Man did not come to 
destroy men's lives, but to save them."] And they went on to 
another village. (NAS - New American Standard) 

 
In looking at this passage we will begin by looking at: 
 
I.  Jesus Priority 
“51  And it came about, when the days were approaching for His 
ascension, that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem;”   
 
Jeus knew that the days for His ascension were drawing near.  The 
Greek word for ascension means taking up.  Indeed Jesus did ascend 
into heaven following His resurrection.  But there was an event that 
came first; His crucifixion.  Before ascending back to the Father, Jesus 
had to die for our sins.  Jesus knew that He had come to die. 
 
Matthew 1:21 makes this clear.  Before Jesus was born an angel talked 
to Joseph regarding Mary’s pregnancy.  The angel informed Joseph that 
Mary had become pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  The angel then 
said to Joseph, "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."   
 
If anyone had reason to get off the mountain, it would have been Jesus.  
He knew that on the way to the top, He was going to face the gruesome 
death of the cross. Indeed He had come to die. But, instead of backing 
away or coasting, He advanced. Because Jesus knew what He had to do, 
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the Scripture says that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem. To 
set ones face means to turn resolutely in a certain direction. He faced 
the challenge head on. 
 
Ministry had been good in the area of Galilee. The crowds loved Jesus 
and even wanted to make Him their king, but He knew that they did not 
understand that His kingdom was not of this world. In order to make a 
way for them into His kingdom, Jesus had to die. Going to Jerusalem 
was really signing His own death warrant, but He did it willingly for us!   
Matthew 20:28 states, “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 
 
John 10:17-18 further states that Jesus gave Himself willingly for us.  
What love!  Listen to the verses: 
  

"17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down 
My life that I may take it again.  18  "No one has taken it 
away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again. This commandment I received from My Father." 

 
Jesus was a person on a mission. He was going to do what the Father 
had called Him to do, no matter what. Do you remember the story 
when Jesus was a child and His parents took him to Jerusalem? Luke 
2:41-49 records the account. 
 

41  And His parents used to go to Jerusalem every year at the 
Feast of the Passover.  42  And when He became twelve, they 
went up {there} according to the custom of the Feast;  43  and 
as they were returning, after spending the full number of 
days, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. And His 
parents were unaware of it,  44  but supposed Him to be in 
the caravan, and went a day's journey; and they {began} 
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looking for Him among their relatives and acquaintances.  45  
And when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
looking for Him.  46  And it came about that after three days 
they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both listening to them, and asking them questions.  
47  And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding 
and His answers.  48  And when they saw Him, they were 
astonished; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You 
treated us this way? Behold, your father and I have been 
anxiously looking for you."  49  And He said to them, "Why is 
it that you were looking for me? Did you not know that I had 
to be in My father's {house?"} 

 
The ministry set before Christ determined His priorities: where He 
would go, what He would do, and how He would suffer. Jesus was so in 
tune with the Father  that He knew God’s exact timetable. His mission 
in ministry was the thing that moved Him.  It wasn’t an add-on to His 
life, it was His life. 
 
There is an important principle in all of this. 
 
Principle 1 - Ministry should set a person’s priorities v51 
Does it do set ours?  This may seem like a radical thought but it is true. 
Those who advance the kingdom understand that God’s call on their 
lives must be the thing that sets their priorities! 
 
Jesus knew that His ascension was near and it caused Him to move up 
the mountian. Scripture teaches that the rapture may be near.  Does 
that motive us to lay our lives down trying to reach others for the 
kingdom?  Is ministry for us simply an add-on to our lives, or is it 
something more? 
 
Soon all in this life will pass, only what’s done for Christ will last! 



6 
Copyright 2001 Christopher R. Losey 

 

 
Let’s move now to Jesus plan. 
 

II.  Jesus’ Plan 
“52  and He sent messengers on ahead of Him. And they went, and 
entered a village of the Samaritans, to make arrangements for Him.”   
 
Much like John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesus in preparing His 
coming, so the disciples helped prepare the way for Jesus into 
Jerusalem. This speaks of the fact that Jesus planned ahead.  He was 
organzed. He didn’t try to do everything Himself but gave His disciples 
part of the ministry. Many hands make light work. 
 
Here’s the principle: 
 
Principle 2 - Ministry needs a plan and is a group effort v52 
Are you organized in the ministry you do? Do you plan ahead? Are you 
seeking to improve upon what you do? We need to ask ourselves, how 
can we do what we are doing smarter?  Are there things we are doing 
that get in people’s way or are they really what God would have us do? 
- if you are a Sunday school teacher do you prepare your lesson in 
advance? 
- have you found someone to team-teach with you? 
- if you are an usher, do you get here a half hour before the service 
starts so you can greet the very first folks who arrive? 
- if you work in the nursery do you come early? 
- are you working with others to make ministry a group effort or are 
you a lone ranger Christian? 
 
Planning ahead for ministry is important. Working well with others is 
critical. It was Jesus example and should be our blueprint.   
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III.  The Samaritans Rejection 
“53  And they did not receive Him, because He was journeying with His 
face toward Jerusalem.”   
 
First we need to understand what was going on: 
- the nation was divided into three basic areas:  Galilee in the north, 
Samaria in the middle and Judea in the south. 
- the Samaritans were considered half-breeds by the Jews. 
- When going from the north to the south and vice versa, Jews would go 
all the way around Samaria just to avoid going through it. 
- there was bad blood between the Jews and the Samaritans. 
- it was especially distasteful to the Samaritans that Jesus and His 
disciples were just passing through on their way to a feast in Jerusalem 
because the Samaritans had made their place of worship on Mount 
Gerazim in Samaria. 
 
The very people Jesus had come to save rejected Him.  If they had only 
known who He was and what He was about to do for them! The 
amazing thing is that Jesus and the disciples were right in the middle of 
God’s will and were still rejected.   
 
Principle 3 - Ministry involves rejection v53 
Have you ever been rejected? 
 
The other day I was out with Marina Long following up on some folks 
and we decided since we were in this one area to stop by some new 
places.  It was an apartment complex.  We were upstairs and a fellow 
down below said that’s my place and I’m not talking to you, to which I 
thought to myself, “You just did.” 
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Some people withdraw when they get rejected and say, I’ll never do 
that again. Some people get mad and try to hurt the person who 
rejected them.  That’s what the disciples wanted to do here. 
 
There are a few Scriptures we need to keep in mind: 
 
Phil 1:29-30 states, “29  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, 
not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,                          
30  experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear 
{to be} in me.” 
 
2 Tim 3:12 states, “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
John 15:18 states, "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated 
Me before {it hated} you.” 
 
What really hurts is if we are rejected by other Christians who are mean 
to us. That really makes a person want to give up. We must remember 
that the church is not a hall of saints but a hospital for sinners. There 
are hypocrites in the church. It probably includes all of us from time to 
time. None of us is perfect. All of us need to show compassion for each 
other and exercise forgiveness. 
 
If you have been rejected for your faith, don’t despair.  Don’t quit or go 
into hiding. Don’t let it push you into being a backslider or a coaster.  
Don’t become a secret-service Christian. Just accept rejection as part of 
the Spiritual battle.  If you run from conflict, Satan gets the victory. 
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IV.  The Disciples’ Reaction and Jesus’ Rebuke vv54-56 
Luke 9:54-56 states, 
 

54  And when His disciples James and John saw {this,} they said, 
"Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them?"  55  But He turned and rebuked them, 
[and said, "You do not know what kind of spirit you are of;  56  for 
the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save 
them."] And they went on to another village.  

 
The disciples had a turn or burn mindset.  Either you receive us or we 
retaliate! Perhaps this came out of seeing the transfiguration! Maybe 
they were overzealous to see people turn to Christ. 
 
Principle 4 - Those in ministry must maintain a proper mindset and 
focus.  vv54-56 
Matt 5:44-48 states, 
 

44  "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those 
who persecute you  45  in order that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on 
{the} evil and {the} good, and sends rain on {the} righteous 
and {the} unrighteous.  46  "For if you love those who love 
you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers 
do the same?  47  "And if you greet your brothers only, what 
do you do more {than others}  Do not even the Gentiles do 
the same?  48  "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 
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CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, let me ask some important questions. 
 
1.  Does ministry set our priorities? 
2.  Do we plan ahead in ministry? 
3.  Do we understand that rejection is part of being a Christian and are 
we willing to minister anyway? 
4.  When we are rejected do we focus on Jesus’ plan to save people or 

do we desire to retaliate?  

If we develop the right priority and mindset for ministry, we are well on 

the way to being used mightily by God to advance His kingdom! Let’s be 

Advancers! 


