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THE ULTIMATE QUESTION 
Or 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 
 

Luke 9:18-26 
(Matthew 16:13-27, Mark 8:27-38) 

 

By Chris Losey 

 

INTRODUCTION 
People ask questions everyday.  On Friday morning at 5:30 AM I took 
one of my son’s friends to the bus station in Vallejo.  Before we left that 
morning I asked him if he had called and gotten directions to the 
Greyhound bus depot in Vallejo.  He said that when he called they were 
already closed the evening before, but he had managed to get their 
address from the home office.  I knew when we got to Vallejo we would 
have to stop somewhere and ask for directions.  I know how hard that 
is for guys to do!  We did stop and ask and we did find the bus station.   
 
Questions are an important part of human relationships.  Some of the 
reasons why people ask questions are: 
 
- To get general information:  How do I get to the bus station?   
- To check up on people:  Did you mail the package? 
- To discover people’s feelings:  Are you upset with me?  
- To get people’s opinions:  What do you think about the new law 
regarding health clinics in schools? 
- To try to determine what happened:  Did you push your little brother? 
- To make people stop and think:  If you could have one wish, what 
would it be?   
 
The Bible is full of questions.  Sadly some questions were used by the 
religious leaders in an attempt to trap Jesus.  The Sadducees tried to 
trap Him with a question about a woman who had seven husbands.  
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They asked, “In the resurrection whose wife of the seven shall she be?”  
(Mt 22:23-32).  Jesus answered His critics questions so well that they no 
longer dared ask Him another question (Mt 22:46). 
 
Of the myriad of questions one person can ask another, what do you 
think is the ultimate question or the most important one?  Is it:  What 
are you going to do with your life after high school?  Would you marry 
me?  What do you want to be when you grow up? 
 
This message looks closely at Luke 9:18-26 and seeks to answer the 
question, “What is The Ultimate Question?”  Listen now to the passage 
and notice the questions that Jesus asked His disciples. Luke 9:18-26 
says, 
 

18  And it came about that while He was praying alone, the 
disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, saying, 
"Who do the multitudes say that I am?"  19  And they 
answered and said, "John the Baptist, and others {say} Elijah; 
but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen again."  
20  And He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" And 
Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God."  21  But He 
warned them, and instructed {them} not to tell this to 
anyone,  22  saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day."    23  
And He was saying to {them} all, "If anyone wishes to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow Me.  24  "For whoever wishes to save his life shall 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one 
who will save it.  25  "For what is a man profited if he gains 
the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  26  "For 
whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him will the 
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Son of Man be ashamed when He comes in His glory, and 
{the glory} of the Father and of the holy angels.  (NAS) 

 
As this passage is explored, the following outline will be used: 
 
OUTLINE 
1.  The General Question v18 
2.  The General Answer v19 
3.  The Specific Question v20a 
4.  The Specific Answer v20b 
5.  The Warning vv21,22 
6.  The Challenge vv23-26 
 
From reading the passage, it should be fairly clear that the ultimate 
question is, “Who is Jesus?” 
 

1.  The General Question v18 
“And it came about that while He was praying alone, the disciples were 
with Him, and He questioned them, saying, ‘Who do the multitudes say 
that I am?’"   
 
Why would Jesus be asking a question about His identity to the 
disciples?   
 - Was He on an ego trip? 
 - He was continuing their training! 
 - They needed to know His true identity to spread the gospel. 
Notice that Jesus began with a general question that did not pin them 
down: 
 - What do others say?  This was safe and non-threatening. 
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2.  The General Answer v19 
“And they answered and said, ‘John the Baptist, and others {say} Elijah; 
but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen again.’"   
 
Jesus General question got a general answer.  Several disciples 
answered that some people said that Jesus was:  

- John the Baptist (He had just been killed and some thought he 
had risen) 

 - Elijah (It was prophesied that Elijah would come before the end). 
 - One of the other prophets.  
 - Mt 16:13 mentions Jeremiah.  
 
Jesus general question got the disciples thinking.  They had to process 
what they had been hearing. 
 
If people on the street were asked this question today about Jesus’ 
identity, what would they say? 
 - Some would say that Jesus was a legend, and that He didn’t 
            really exist. 
 - Some would say He was a liar - He claimed to be the Son of God 
             but wasn’t. 
 - Some would say He was a lunatic and was crazy and only 
            thought He was God like many deranged people today. 
 - Some would say he is a lesser god - That’s what the Mormons 
            say. 
 - Some would say that they thought his name was a swear word.  
            His name is often used in that context. 
 - Isn’t it interesting that no one says, “O Buddah!” 
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3.  The Specific Question v20a 
“And He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  
 
Jesus was now bringing the issue down to a personal level. 
 - who do you say that I am? 
 - the disciples were forced to personalize an answer. 
 

4.  The Specific Answer v20b 
And Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God."   
 
Notice that only Peter spoke!  Why? 
 - Perhaps he was the spokesman speaking for everyone. 
 - Perhaps He was the only one who dared personalize his answer. 
 - Remember that Andrew said they had found the Christ. 
 
Notice that Peter said, You are “The Christ of God.” Christ is the word 
Christos in Greek meaning Anointed One.  Christos comes from root 
word Chrio (khree'-o) which means to smear or rub with oil, i.e. (by 
implication) to consecrate to an office or to religious service.  
 
Jesus asked this question in two different ways? 
 - Who do others say I am? 
 - Who do you say I am? 
 
We must do everything we can to ensure that people are challenged 
with the second question sometime before they die. What are some of 
the specific things we can do to help ensure that people are asked the 
question? 
 
 - Ask them ourselves - Have you ever asked anyone the question 
 - Pray for our 5 most wanted and for opportunities to share 
 - Build relationships with unbelievers 
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 - Share when prompted  
 - Give books and articles that stimulate people’s thinking 
 - Prayer walk our neighborhoods - talk with people you meet 
 - Invite folks to church & special events 
 
After Peter says who Jesus is, Jesus gives the disciples a warning and 
some instruction. This warning seems very odd. 
 

5.  The Warning and Instruction vv21,22 
21  But He warned them, and instructed {them} not to tell this to anyone,  
22  saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up 
on the third day."     
 
The warning consisted of telling the disciples not to share this truth.  
Why? Because Jesus knew they wanted to make Him king by force (Jn 
6:14,15). He had not come to be a political king.  He had said that His 
kingdom was not of this world (John 18:36). 

 
Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My 
kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be 
fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but as 
it is, My kingdom is not of this realm." 

 
The instruction involved telling the disciples what was to become of 
Him. The Son of Man must suffer many things.  He must be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests and scribes. He must be killed and He must be 
raised up on the third day. It was not easy being the Christ.  There was a 
price to pay; rejection, suffering, and death but also resurrection to 
glory. That price would confirm Jesus identity.  1 Corinthians 15:14 
states, “and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, 
your faith also is vain.”  (NAS) 
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Jesus talked about this price because He wanted the disciples to know 
that following Him would not be easy.  There would be a price for them 
as well.  Jesus told about that price in the next verses. 
 

6.  The Challenge vv23-26 
23  And He was saying to {them} all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  24  "For 
whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
My sake, he is the one who will save it.  25  "For what is a man profited if 
he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  26  "For whoever 
is ashamed of Me and My words, of him will the Son of Man be 
ashamed when He comes in His glory, and {the glory} of the Father and 
of the holy angels.  (NAS) 
 
Notice first of all, following Jesus is a choice, “If anyone wishes to come 
after Me...” Second, following Jesus involves paying a price 
 - He must deny himself. 
 - He must take up his cross. 
 - He must follow Jesus. 
These things are not optional.  How are you and I doing in this regard? 
 
Notice the serious nature of either receiving or rejecting Christ in Luke 
9:24-26. 
 - Whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it. 
 - Whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 
 - What is a man profited if he gains the whole world and loses or 
            forfeits himself. 
 - Whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, I will be ashamed of  
            him. 
  
Many people today say that they love Christ, but sadly they aren’t 
willing to do these things. 
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 - There is not denial of self which means putting Christ first. 
 - There is no cross bearing which means to be willing to sacrifice.  
 - There is no real following.  There is only lip-service. 
 
If any of us are in this category Jesus has a stiff warning for us. In Luke 
6:46-49 Jesus states, 
 

46  "And why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what 
I say?  47  "Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, 
and acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like:  48  he is 
like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a 
foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent 
burst against that house and could not shake it, because it 
had been well built.  49  "But the one who has heard, and has 
not acted {accordingly,} is like a man who built a house upon 
the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst 
against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that 
house was great."  (NAS) 

 
In Luke 9:24-26 Jesus shared the stark reality of a person’s answer and 
life-response to the question about His identity.  If a person said He was 
a Christian He needed to follow Jesus.  For a person to really know for 
sure that He was a Christian there needed to be evidence in His life.  His 
works would not save Him but they would be proof that His heart was 
truly changed.   
 
Does our practice match our profession?  Are we denying ourselves and 
living for God each day, or is our commitment only verbal?  If it is only 
verbal and there is no fruit, the fact is we may not be saved.  Some 
people want salvation but are not interested in following Christ. All they 
really want is fire insurance. Jesus doesn’t just come as Savior, He 
comes as Lord and Savior.  If He is your Savior, He also needs to be your 
Lord.  Remember the words of , Rom 10:9, “...If you confess with your 
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mouth Jesus {as} Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you shall be saved.” 
 
Also don’t forget the words of James 2:17,18, 
 

17  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, {being} by itself.  
18  But someone may {well} say, "You have faith, and I have 
works; show me your faith without the works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works." 

 

CONCLUSION 
Have you ever been asked the ultimate question?  What is your 

answer?  Have you ever had the privilege of asking others the ultimate 

question?  For those who say they love Christ, let’s be sure we are living 

for Him and sharing His true identity with those who will listen… 


