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SENDING OUT THE TWELVE 
 

Luke 9:1-11 (Matthew 10:5-42,  Mark 6:7-33) 
 

By Chris Losey 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Jesus had a plan.  His plan was to train a group of followers who would 
carry on the work after He was gone.  That core group was His disciples.  
 
Jesus’ training program for His men involved three stages:  CALLING, 
CONDITIONING, and COMMISSIONING.  In the CALLING stage, Jesus got 
to know His soon-to-be disciples, and then at the appropriate time, 
CALLED them to follow Him.  When they chose to follow, they moved 
into stage two: CONDITIONING.   This stage involved two phases: a 
disciple-phase and an apostle-phase.  In the disciple-phase Jesus’ men 
were learners.  That is what the word disciple means.  They listened to 
His teaching and watched His healing ministry.  They walked with Him 
and talked with Him, but when it came to ministry, they were primarily 
observers.  They watched, He ministered, they learned.   
 
After a while, Jesus moved His men to the second phase of 
CONDITIONING, the apostle-phase.  This is where He changed their 
name from disciples to apostles and sent them out to minister two-by-
two.   
 
The word apostle comes from the two Greek words apo and stello.  Apo 
means away from, and stello means to send out.   Hence an apostle is a 
sent-one or one sent out.   
 
Finally, right before Jesus left the scene He gave His apostles their final 
COMMISSIONING.  This commissioning, known as the GREAT 
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COMMISSION found in Matthew 28:18-20, is where Jesus told His 
followers to go into all the world and make disciples. 
 
Jesus’ training of the disciples might be likened to a new salesman 
joining a company.  Joining the organization would be analogous to his 
CALLING.  Upon joining the organization he would be linked up with a 
veteran salesperson who would train him (CONDITIONING).  At first the 
new salesman might be a learner as he attended sales classes and 
followed the veteran around to see how selling was done.  When the 
veteran thought the new salesman was ready, the veteran might send 
him out but remain close by in case the rookie ran into difficulties.  
When the new salesman was fully trained, he might be given the final 
stamp of approval and be COMMISSIONED to go out on his own.   
 
In the passage under examination, Jesus is in the second stage of the 
training His disciples; CONDITIONING.  He is also in phase two of this 
stage; the apostle-phase.  Jesus no longer called them disciples, He 
called them apostles, and for the first time was sending them out on 
their own to minister. As the story unfolds, much can be learned about 
ministry today.   
 
With this in mind, let’s investigate Luke 9:1-11,  SENDING OUT THE 
TWELVE. 
 

1 And He called the twelve together, and gave them power 
and authority over all the demons, and to heal diseases.  2  
And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God, and 
to perform healing.  3  And He said to them, "Take nothing 
for {your} journey, neither a staff, nor a bag, nor bread, nor 
money; and do not {even} have two tunics apiece.  4 And 
whatever house you enter, stay there, and take your leave 
from there.  5 And as for those who do not receive you, as 
you go out from that city, shake off the dust from your feet 
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as a testimony against them."  6  And departing, they 
{began} going about among the villages, preaching the 
gospel, and healing everywhere.  7  Now Herod the tetrarch 
heard of all that was happening; and he was greatly 
perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen 
from the dead,  8  and by some that Elijah had appeared, and 
by others, that one of the prophets of old had risen again.  9  
And Herod said, "I myself had John beheaded; but who is this 
man about whom I hear such things?" And he kept trying to 
see Him.  10  And when the apostles returned, they gave an 
account to Him of all that they had done. And taking them 
with Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city called Bethsaida.  
11  But the multitudes were aware of this and followed Him; 
and welcoming them, He {began} speaking to them about 
the kingdom of God and curing those who had need of 
healing. 

 
When Jesus sent out the twelve He first gave them: 
 
I.  Power and Authority for Ministry  v1 
Listen again to Luke 9:1 which states, “And He called the twelve 
together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons, and 
to heal diseases.”   
 
Who were the twelve -  

Peter (Simon)     - fisherman 
Andrew (Peter’s brother) - fisherman 
James (Son of thunder)     - fisherman 
John (brother of James)     - fisherman 
Phillip (from Bethsaida) 
Bartholomew (Nathaniel Jn 1:45-51) 
Matthew (Levi) - tax gatherer 
Thomas (Didymus, Twin) Jn 11:16 
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James the son of Alphaeus 
Simon the Zealot 
Judas the son of James (Thaddaeus) 
Judas Iscariot 

 
Jesus gave them power and authority over demons and to heal 
diseases.   
 
Power - dunamis = the ability to do something. 
Authority - exousia = the right to do it. 
 
If a person is to do an important task it is imperative that He be given 
both the authority and the power to do it.   
 
Picture a town in the old west.  A new sheriff has just been hired to 
clean up the town.  Unfortunately he does not know how to handle a 
gun and is not given any deputies to help him.  He has the authority to 
do the job but he lacks the power.  What is going to happen to him the 
first time he goes into the saloon and tries to put some ruffians in jail?  
They are going to throw him out on his ear.   
 
By the same token, if a gun-slinger decides to clean up a town but has 
no authority, and begins shooting people, what will happen to him?  He 
will eventually wind up in jail himself.  It would be like you standing on 
the freeway with a gun giving out speeding tickets.  No matter whether 
people were speeding, you would go to jail because you have no 
authority to give out the tickets.   
 
Again, if a person is going to do a job right, he must have authority and 
power.  This is precisely what Jesus gave His disciples.   
 
This brings us to point two: 
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II.  The Mission of The Apostles (Disciples) vv2-5 
Luke 9:2 states their mission, “And He sent them out to proclaim the 
kingdom of God, and to perform healing.”   

 
Their ministry was specific.  They were to proclaim the kingdom of God 
and to perform healing.  Like with Jesus, the healing ministry of the 
apostles would authenticate their message.  Those who heard the 
message and saw the miracles would know for certain that the message 
was true. 
 

1.  The reason for the mission 
 

a.  The mission was part of their training (CONDITIONING)   
They were now apostles, not just disciples.  It was time for 
them to get personally involved in ministry.  A person must 
get beyond the observing stage of ministry and enter the 
doing stage.  There is no greater way to learn to share your 
faith than by sharing it!  You can attend classes and read 
books, but at some point a person has to just do it!   

 
A second reason Jesus sent out the apostles was: 

 
b.  The mission would multiply the ministry   
The more people involved in ministry, the more people can 
be reached.  Don’t ever forget that often the success of any 
ministry is in direct proportion to the number of people 
mobilized to action.  This is usually the case unless you have 
people who don’t have a clue what they are doing.  You 
want people who have zeal (a passion to do the ministry) 
and knowledge (the know-how to do it).  Whenever you do a 
ministry be sure you have at least a foundational knowledge 
of what you are supposed to be doing!  Did the disciples 
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have a clue?  Yes, but they needed to move from the 
classroom to the front lines.   
 
Our monthly outreach is a perfect example of the principle 
of multiplying the ministry.  We give people knowledge of 
how to reach out and then send them out to do it.  Currently 
we average about 10 people going out and talking to as 
many as 50 people in one hour.  That’s good, but what 
would the impact be if we could send 100 people out?  
Would not the ministry be multiplied?  Yes!  We could reach 
hundreds more!   In bodily form, Jesus could only reach a 
certain number of people.  With 12 disciples going out two 
by two, He could reach many more.  Today, with thousands 
of Christians empowered by the Holy Spirit, Jesus can reach 
even more.  We are His hands and feet. 
 
Besides the reason for the mission, we need to see: 

 
2.  The reasonable nature of the mission 
What Jesus was asking the apostles to do was not unreasonable.  
In this regard: 

 
a.  Jesus had already done the same thing 
Jesus never asks His followers to do something He has not 
done.  He had been doing the same ministry all along and 
was now giving the apostles the privilege of doing it, too. 
 
b.  Jesus had equipped the apostles for the mission 
Not only had Jesus done this ministry Himself, but He now 
empowered the apostles to do it.  Jesus never asks His 
followers to do anything He has not equipped them to do.   
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Is asking us to share in His ministry unreasonable?  Rather 
than dreading it, we should count it a privilege that the God 
of all creation gives us the opportunity to be involved! 
Asking us to be part of the ministry is totally reasonable.  In 
Romans 12:1 Paul said,  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.”  (KJV) 
 
The third important area regarding the mission is: 
 

3.  The resources for doing the mission 
Listen to Luke 9:3-4, “3 And He said to them, ‘Take nothing for 
{your} journey, neither a staff, nor a bag, nor bread, nor money; 
and do not {even} have two tunics apiece.  4  And whatever house 
you enter, stay there, and take your leave from there.’”   
 

a.  They were not to take a lot of stuff  
They were to take nothing extra. They were not to give the 
impression that this was a business venture: 
 
- no staff (extra staff) 
- no bag 
- nor bread 
- nor money 
- nor two tunics 
 
b.  They were to allow God to provide 
They were to live by faith.  Without faith it is impossible to 
please God! 
- it was going to be a relatively short mission. 
- the laborer is worthy of his wages (Luke 10:7) 
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4.  The Response to the mission 
Listen to Luke 9:4,5, “4 And whatever house you enter, stay there, 
and take your leave from there.  5  And as for those who do not 
receive you, as you go out from that city, shake off the dust from 
your feet as a testimony against them."   
 

a.  Some people would receive the message 
There are those who would receive the message regarding 
the kingdom of God and repent.  These folks would provide 
for the apostles.  The apostles would stay with them.  Again, 
the laborer is worthy of his hire. 
 
b.  Some people would reject the message 
There would also be those who rejected the apostles’ 
message and ministry.  As a warning to these folks, the 
apostles were to shake the dust off of their sandals.  It is 
amazing to think that anyone would reject the message even 
when they saw miracles, but this was the case.  We must not 
be surprised when folks reject us.  But we must not let this 
dissuade us from ministry.   

 
III.  The Obedience of The Apostles v6 
Luke 9:6 states, “And departing, they {began} going about among 
the villages, preaching the gospel, and healing everywhere.”   

 
I’m so glad the apostles obeyed.  What if they had said. “No!”?  What if 
they had said, “We like the idea of healing folks.  If we do that, they will 
be happy and accept us.  But the idea of preaching is a little too 
confrontive.  It might make people mad.  Jesus, why don’t You do the 
preaching and we’ll do the healing…” 
 
Instead of questioning Jesus, the apostles obeyed both parts.  They 
preached the kingdom of God, and they performed healing.  
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IV.  The Stirring of the People  vv7-9  
Luke 9:7-9 states,  
 

7  Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was happening; 
and he was greatly perplexed, because it was said by some 
that John had risen from the dead,  8  and by some that Elijah 
had appeared, and by others, that one of the prophets of old 
had risen again.  9  And Herod said, "I myself had John 
beheaded; but who is this man about whom I hear such 
things?" And he kept trying to see Him.   
 
1.  People were asking questions 
The impact of Jesus’ ministry and the ministry of the apostles was 
that people were asking questions.  They wanted to know who 
Jesus was.  Do you remember what the disciples said when Jesus 
asked them, “Who do people say that I am?” They had heard 
similar things to what was being said now.  Listen to Mark 8:27-30 
 

27  And Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the 
villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way He 
questioned His disciples, saying to them, "Who do 
people say that I am?"  28  And they told Him, saying, 
"John the Baptist; and others {say} Elijah; but others, 
one of the prophets." 29  And He {continued} by 
questioning them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
Peter answered and said to Him, "Thou art the Christ."  
30  And He warned them to tell no one about Him. 

 
What was going on with the ministry of Jesus and the apostles 
was so big that it had even gotten to Herod’s ears, in the highest 
levels of government.   
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Herod Antipas ruled over the Galilean area from the city of 
Tiberias which is on the southwest side of the Sea of Galilee.  
Herod was perplexed.  He had had John the Baptist put to death 
and now was being told that John had risen from the dead.  Some 
people said that Elijah had appeared. Others said that it was one 
of the prophets. Things were buzzing. The text even says that 
Herod wanted to see Jesus, and probably not with good intent.  
Even though the Scripture says that Herod kept trying to see 
Jesus, God the Father protected Jesus and kept Herod and his 
soldiers away. 
 
What’s the point?  The point is this:  
 
2.  Godly ministry stirs things up 
People start asking questions?  It is when people start asking 
questions about Christ’s identity that lives get changed.  In order 
to stir things up you have to talk to and interact with people.  That 
is what is so beautiful about outreach. You never know what 
questions people will ask. 
 
Does your witness stir people up and cause them to ask 
questions?  It should!  If Christians live the way God wants them 
to, being salt and light, people will eventually want to know 
what’s up.  1 Peter 3:14,15 states,  
 

14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of 
righteousness, {you are} blessed. And do not fear their 
intimidation, and do not be troubled,  15 But sanctify 
Christ as Lord in your hearts, always {being} ready to 
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness 
and reverence. 
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V.  The Accountability of the Apostles - v10a 
Luke 9:10s states, “And when the apostles returned, they gave an 
account to Him of all that they had done.”  

 
1.  God holds each of us accountable for our ministries 
God holds us responsible.  It is interesting that Jesus held His 
disciples accountable.  Being all-knowing, Jesus knew where the 
apostles had gone and what they had done, but He wanted to 
hear about it from them. 
 
If Jesus were to come back right now and ask you to give an 
account to Him of your ministry what would you say?  Would you 
be excited about what you had to tell Him or would you be full of 
apologies and excuses? 
 
Actually, one day you will stand before God and give an account.  
Romans 14:11-12 states, “11  For it is written, ‘As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give 
praise to God.’  12  So then each one of us shall give account of 
himself to God.” 
 
Although He will be excited to hear what you did in the past, I 
think He will be most excited to hear what you have been doing in 
the present.  You see, what you are doing in the present shows 
where your heart is today.  Don’t rest on your laurels.  God 
expects each of us to be involved in ministry until He calls us 
home.  So, what is your ministry? 
 
2.  Obedience is up to us. The results are up to Him 
God is looking for folks who are obedient.  He is the one who will 
give the results.  There are those who are obedient who have 
immediate good results in their ministry, but there are also those 
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who are faithful who have fewer and slower results.  A lot 
depends on the soil in which a person ministers. 

 
VI.  The Need for Rest in the Ministry - v10b 
Luke 9;10b states, “And taking them with Him, He withdrew by 
Himself to a city called Bethsaida.”   

 
1.  Jesus understood the importance of rest 
It was Jesus who initiated the withdrawal.  He often would get 
away by Himself to rest and to spend time with the Father. 
 
Rest is the picture of a person drinking deeply from the well, and 
then moving to walk on the path. After a time on the path he 
withdraws to rest and go back to the well.  We need to stop and 
drink from the well, but not stay there too long. Likewise, if we 
stay on the path too long, we will burn out. 
 
2.  Jesus took the apostles away 
Mark 6:31,32 records the same event.   
 

31  And He said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a 
lonely place and rest a while." (For there were many 
{people} coming and going, and they did not even have 
time to eat.)  32  And they went away in the boat to a 
lonely place by themselves. 

 
Rest is so important.  Here are some valuable sayings regarding 
rest. 
- Take rest; a field that has rested gives a bountiful crop.  
- Beware of the barrenness of a busy life.  
- For fast-acting relief, try slowing down.  
- If you are losing your leisure, look out! You may lose your joy. 
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- I used to say that the Devil never takes a vacation, so why should 
I?--And I never stopped to think that the Devil wasn't to be my 
example." .  
- We need to scrutinize the rush of our activities, because even 
venerable exertions may be keeping us from becoming and doing 
what God wants. A packed schedule may be detrimental not only 
to ourselves, but to those we seek to help. A few years ago our 
neighbors were drawn to us, but when we talked to them about 
the Lord, their response was, "We couldn't be Christians; we 
couldn't live at your pace." They had been attracted to Christ, but 
the busyness of our lives had scared them from a commitment.  
 
One businessman but it this way, “I'm constantly amazed by the 
number of people who can't seem to control their own schedules. 
Over the years, I've had many executives come to me and say 
with pride, 'Boy, last year I worked so hard that I didn't take any 
vacation.' It's actually nothing to be proud of. I always feel like 
responding, "You dummy. You mean to tell me that you can take 
responsibility for an $80 million project, and you can't plan two 
weeks out of the year to go off with your family and have some 
fun?"  
 
Matthew 11:28,29 is a passage that gives great insight on rest.  
Notice the paradox in the passage. 
 

28  "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest.  29  "Take My yoke upon you, 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  30  "For My 
yoke is easy, and My load is light." 

 
On the one hand Jesus invites people to come to Him and rest, 
but on the other hand He tells them to take on His yoke.  Can a 
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person work and rest in Jesus at the same time?  Notice that the 
rest He promises is rest for the soul. 
 

A yoke is a wooden collar that goes over the back and 
around the necks of two oxen. If a flat uncarved piece of 
wood was placed on an ox's neck and used to pull a cart, 
pressure sores would break out very quickly on that animal's 
neck, and he would be useless. A good yoke must be formed 
to the shape of an ox's neck. It should cover a large area of 
skin to distribute the stresses widely. It should also be 
smooth, rounded, and polished with no sharp edges, so that 
no one point will endure unduly high stress. If the yoke fits 
snugly around the ox's neck it will cause him no discomfort. 
He can haul heavy loads every day for years, and his skin will 
remain perfectly healthy, with no pressure sores.  
Jesus offers each of us a well-fitted yoke, of custom design. 
He does not call us to the kind of rest that means inactivity 
or laziness--that would lead to spiritual atrophy. Instead, He 
promises a burden designed to fit my frame, my individual 
needs, strengths, and capabilities. I come to Him weary and 
heavy-laden. He removes those crushing burdens that would 
destroy any human being, and replaces them with a yoke of 
appropriate stress designed specifically for me.  

 
VII.  The Never Ending Task of Ministry This Side Of Heaven - v11 
Luke 9:11 states, “But the multitudes were aware of this and 
followed Him; and welcoming them, He {began} speaking to them 
about the kingdom of God and curing those who had need of 
healing.” 
 

1.  Jesus’ powerful example 
Jesus again was a great example. He could have used His power to 
hide Himself and the apostles. Many a pastor and church worker 
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has longed for this. He also could have said, you guys take care of 
these folks.  He could have sent them all away. 
 
Ministry takes endurance.  Even during the times we want to rest, 
there may still be needs that arise.  We must not get angry or quit, 
we need to keep trusting and keep ministering. 
 
2.  We must not grow weary 
2 Thessalonians 3:13 states, “But as for you, brethren, do not grow 
weary of doing good.” 
 
Galatians 6:9 states, “And let us not lose heart in doing good, for 
in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.” 

 
CONCLUSION 
Are you weary? If you say that you are too busy to minister, then you 
are too busy, period. If you are growing weary in ministry, don’t be 
afraid to take a rest. 
 
One thing we can do as Christians to help is “eliminate and 
concentrate.”  Cut out the non-essentials and focus on the essentials.  
Throw out the chaff and focus on the wheat. 
 
Let’s be sure that we have taken the challenge of ministry seriously… 
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Luke 9:1-11 
1  And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and 
authority over all the  demons, and to heal diseases.  2  And He sent 
them out to proclaim the kingdom of God, and to perform healing.  
3 And He said to them, "Take nothing for {your} journey, neither a 
staff, nor a bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not {even} have 
two tunics apiece.  4  "And whatever house you enter, stay there, 
and take your leave from there.  5  "And as for those who do not 
receive you, as you go out from that city, shake off the dust from 
your feet as a testimony against them."  6  And departing, they 
{began} going about among the villages, preaching the gospel, 
and healing everywhere.  7  Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all 
that was happening; and he was greatly perplexed, because it was 
said by some that John had risen from the dead,  8  and by some 
that Elijah had appeared, and by others, that one of the prophets 
of old had risen again.  9  And Herod said, "I myself had John 
beheaded; but who is this man about whom I hear such things?" 
And he kept trying to see Him.  10  And when the apostles returned, 
they gave an account to Him of all that they had done. And taking 
them with Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city called Bethsaida.  
11  But the multitudes were aware of this and followed Him; and 
welcoming them, He {began} speaking to them about the kingdom 
of God and curing those who had need of healing. 
 
Mark 6:7-16 

7  And He summoned the twelve and began to send them out in 
pairs; and He was giving them authority over the unclean spirits;  8  
and He instructed them that they should take nothing for {their} 
journey, except a mere staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belt;  9  but {to} wear sandals; and {He added}  "Do not put on two 
tunics."  10  And He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave town.  11  "And any place that does not 
receive you or listen to you, as you go out from there, shake off 
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the dust from the soles of your feet for a testimony against them."  
12  And they went out and preached that {men} should repent.  13  
And they were casting out many demons and were anointing with 
oil many sick people and healing them.  14  And King Herod heard 
{of it,} for His name had become well known; and {people} were 
saying, "John the Baptist has risen from the dead, and that is why 
these miraculous powers are at work in Him."  15  But others were 
saying, "He is Elijah." And others were saying, "{He is} a prophet, 
like one of the prophets {of old."}  16  But when Herod heard {of it,} 
he kept saying, "John, whom I beheaded, has risen!" 
 
Matthew 10:5-11:1 
5  These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them, saying, "Do not go 
in {the} way of {the} Gentiles, and do not enter {any} city of the 
Samaritans;  6  but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  7  
"And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'  8  
"Heal {the} sick, raise {the} dead, cleanse {the} lepers, cast out demons; 
freely you received, freely give.  9  "Do not acquire gold, or silver, or 
copper for your money belts,  10  or a bag for {your} journey, or even two 
tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support.  11  
"And into whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it; 
and abide there until you go away.  12  "And as you enter the house, give 
it your greeting.  13  "And if the house is worthy, let your {greeting of} 
peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your {greeting of} peace 
return to you.  14  "And whoever does not receive you, nor heed your 
words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake off the dust of 
your feet.  15  "Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for {the} land 
of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that city.  16  
"Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be 
shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves.  17  "But beware of men; for 
they will deliver you up to {the} courts, and scourge you in their 
synagogues;  18  and you shall even be brought before governors and 
kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.  19  "But 
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when they deliver you up, do not become anxious about how or what 
you will speak; for it shall be given you in that hour what you are to 
speak.  20  "For it is not you who speak, but {it is} the Spirit of your 
Father who speaks in you.  21  "And brother will deliver up brother to 
death, and a father {his} child; and children will rise up against parents, 
and cause them to be put to death.  22  "And you will be hated by all on 
account of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who 
will be saved.  23  "But whenever they persecute you in this city, flee to 
the next; for truly I say to you, you shall not finish {going through} the 
cities of Israel, until the Son of Man comes.  24  "A disciple is not above 
his teacher, nor a slave above his master.  25  "It is enough for the 
disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave as his master. If 
they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the 
members of his household!  26  "Therefore do not fear them, for there is 
nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be 
known.  27  "What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what 
you hear {whispered} in {your} ear, proclaim upon the housetops.  28  
"And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; 
but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  29  
"Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And {yet} not one of them will 
fall to the ground apart from your Father.  30  "But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered.  31  "Therefore do not fear; you are of more 
value than many sparrows.  32  "Everyone therefore who shall confess 
Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in 
heaven.  33  "But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him 
before My Father who is in heaven.  34  "Do not think that I came to 
bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  35  
"For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  36  and a 
man's enemies will be the members of his household.  37  "He who loves 
father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves 
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  38  "And he who 
does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  39  "He 
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who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My 
sake shall find it.  40  "He who receives you receives Me, and he who 
receives Me receives Him who sent Me.  41  "He who receives a prophet 
in {the} name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he who 
receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man's reward.  42  "And whoever in the name of a disciple 
gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I 
say to you he shall not lose his reward." 
 
CHAPTER 11 
 
1  And it came about that when Jesus had finished giving instructions to 
His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their 
cities. 


