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INTRODUCTION 
Most of us are familiar with the children’s song, “This Little Light Of 
Mine, I’m Gonna Let It Shine.”  Do you remember the words?  They go 
like this: 
 
 This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine. 
 This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine. 
 This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine. 
 Everyday, everyday, everyday, everyday, I’m going to let it shine! 
 
 Hide it under a bushel?  No!  I’m going to let it shine. 
 Hide it under a bushel?  No!  I’m going to let it shine. 
 Hide it under a bushel?  No!  I’m going to let it shine. 
 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
 Don’t let Satan blow it out, I’m going to let it shine. 
 Don’t let Satan blow it out, I’m going to let it shine. 
 Don’t let Satan blow it out, I’m going to let it shine. 
 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
With these words in mind, listen to the passage that is going to be 
explored during this message: Luke 8:16-21. 
 

16  "Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it over with a 
container, or puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a 
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lampstand, in order that those who come in may see the 
light.  17  "For nothing is hidden that shall not become 
evident, nor {anything} secret that shall not be known and 
come to light.  18  "Therefore take care how you listen; for 
whoever has, to him shall {more} be given; and whoever 
does not have, even what he thinks he has shall be taken 
away from him."  19  And His mother and brothers came to 
Him, and they were unable to get to Him because of the 
crowd.  20  And it was reported to Him, "Your mother and 
Your brothers are standing outside, wishing to see You."  21  
But He answered and said to them, "My mother and My 
brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it." 

 
This passage is very similar to Matthew 5:14-16 which states, 
 

14  "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden.  15  "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the 
peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all 
who are in the house.  16  "Let your light shine before men in 
such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven. 

 
What is this light that we have as Christians?  It is the light of life.  Listen 
to another verse where Jesus talks about the light that is in all who 
believe.  John 8:12 states, 
 

 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light 
of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

 
The light of life is the light that comes from having the indwelling Holy 
Spirit in a person’s life.  When a person comes to Christ and receives 
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the Holy Spirit, He has new life.  It is the result of responding to the 
good news that Jesus died for our sins, rose from the dead and offers 
eternal life for all who put their faith in Him.  God wants this light to 
shine through our lives for all to see.  Shining the light involves telling 
others the good news so that they can have the light of life inside of 
them.  Shining one’s light involves doing good works so that others see 
the light of Christ shining though us.  Listen again to the words of 
Matthew 5:16, "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
 
Once God has given believers this light of life, He expects them to share 
it with others.  He doesn’t want them to hide it. 
 
As this passage in Luke (8:16-21) is explored, four major areas will be 
brought to LIGHT. 
 
The LOGICAL NATURE Of Sharing The Light - v16 
The LUMINOUS POWER Of God’s Coming Light - v17 
The LASTING CONSEQUENCES Associated With The Light - v18 
The LORD’S WORD and Sharing The Light - vv19-21 
 
 
The LOGICAL NATURE Of Sharing The Light - v16 
"Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it over with a container, or 
puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a lampstand, in order that those 
who come in may see the light.”   
 
Sharing the light should be a no-brainer. If people come in a home, they 
need to be able to see otherwise they’ll fall over things. Could you 
imagine a married couple inviting friends into their home at night and 
having them sit around the dinner table with the lights off and no 
candles lit?  Someone might say, “I can’t see what’s on my plate.”  Then 
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the husband says, “We’ll my wife cooked it and trust me, you don’t 
want to know...  Forget your fork, just use your fingers.  If you don’t like 
the feel of the food don’t eat it.  If you do eat it and don’t like it and 
have to choke it down, you’ll be thankful that its dark. No one will see 
you gag. You see, my wife doesn’t take kindly to those who don’t like 
her pineapple upside-down meat loaf.”  
 
Or could you imagine after dinner this group of people stumbles into 
the livingroom for a time of fellowship and tries to find a place to sit 
down.  After falling all over each other, someone finally says, “Honey is 
that you.  I can’t tell.  I want to be sure we sit next to each other.”  Then 
someone says, “Can you tell me where the bathroom is, I think those 
deep fried string beans didn’t agree with me.”  Again, the husband 
responds, “It’s down the hall, the third door on the left. I wish we could 
turn on the light for you, but we’re trying to save electricity. You 
understand, don’t you, utility prices and all.  If you head in the direction 
of my voice and then take a right you’ll find the hallway soon enough.  
Just stay away from that second door on the left, that’s where Rex, our 
Rotweiler, is sleeping.  He doesn’t like strangers and especially doesn’t 
like to be surprised in the dark.” 
 
I think you get the idea. Turning on the light is not only the logical thing 
to do, it’s the safe thing, the effective thing, the polite thing, not to 
mention the sensible thing.  With no light, somebody is going to get 
hurt! 
 
Let’s now move to verse 17, which illustrates the luminating power of 
God’s coming light. 
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The LUMINOUS POWER Of God’s Coming Light - v17 
Listen to Luke 8:17 has to say about the luminous or illuminating power 
of God’s light, "For nothing is hidden that shall not become evident, nor 
{anything} secret that shall not be known and come to light.”   
 
What is Jesus saying here? Simply this, that all of man’s hidden things, 
and all of the things that men think they have kept secret will be 
brought to light. God’s light is not just a saving light, it is a revealing 
light. God has called us to share His saving light now while we can, 
because upon a day every man will stand before God, and His revealing 
light will bring to light all their works, either good or bad.  His light will 
reveal every thought that has crossed their minds, every word that has 
ever come out of their lips, and every deed they have ever done.  
Everything that is hidden shall become evident, and every secret will be 
made known.  Every lie, every lust, every selfish act.  All will be 
revealed. The Luminous Power of the Light is amazing! 
 
This brings us to the third major point. which involves the lasting 
consequences associated with the light.  
 
The LASTING CONSEQUENCES Associated With The Light - v18 
Listen to Luke 8:18,   
 

Therefore take care how you listen; for whoever has, to him 
shall {more} be given; and whoever does not have, even 
what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him.  

 
There are lasting consequences associated with the light.  Those who 
receive and embrace the light will have great reward in heaven, “...for 
whoever has, to him shall {more} be given.”  Those who reject and turn 
away from the light will lose everything, even the things they think they 
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have, “...whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has shall be 
taken away from him.”   
 
These truths are clearly revealed in John 3:16-21. Listen carefully to the 
text, especially to what is said about light and darkness, 
 

16  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.  17  "For God did not send the 
Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 
should be saved through Him.  18  "He who believes in Him is 
not judged; he who does not believe has been judged 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.  19  "And this is the judgment, that the 
light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness 
rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  20  "For 
everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  21  "But he who 
practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be 
manifested as having been wrought in God." 

 
Jesus came as the light of the world to give us the light of eternal life.  
Those who have received His light have eternal life.  Those who reject 
His light will be judged.  And this judgment is everlasting.  So many 
people think they have so much in this life but will find out that what 
they think they have will be taken away and they will have nothing.  
Others who love God will receive much more than they ever dreamed 
in heaven. 
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The LORD’S WORD And Sharing The Light - vv19-21 
It is interesting that next to Jesus’ teaching on sharing the light is an 
incident where Jesus’ mother and brothers were looking for Him.  
Listen to the story in Luke 8:19-21, 
 

19  And His mother and brothers came to Him, and they were 
unable to get to Him because of the crowd.  20  And it was 
reported to Him, "Your mother and Your brothers are 
standing outside, wishing to see You."   21  But He answered 
and said to them, "My mother and My brothers are these 
who hear the word of God and do it." 

  
When Jesus is told that His mother and brothers are looking for Him, He 
responds by saying, "My mother and My brothers are these who hear 
the word of God and do it." 
 
I believe that Jesus’ statement speaks volumes about us sharing the 
light with others.  God calls us in His Word to share the light, but 
unfortunately many people don’t do it. There are many reasons people 
don’t actively share their faith but one of the main ones is fear. They 
fear being rejected. They fear alienating friends or family. They fear 
having people write them off as religious fanatics. Basically they are 
choosing to make their relationships with other people as more 
important than their relationship with God.  Perhaps they feel that God 
will forgive them for not sharing and understand their fears, believing 
that those around them won’t understand and will reject the message 
anyway.   
 
When Jesus said, "My mother and My brothers are these who hear the 
word of God and do it," he was saying that a person’s relationship with 
God and his fellow Christians is more important than his earthly 
relationships.  If a person truly loves his friends and family, and truly 
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believes that they will go to hell without Christ, and truly loves God, 
then that person will be obedient and hear the word of God and obey it 
by sharing Christ with those around him. 
 
Illustration from focus on the family.   
 
CONCLUSION 
We must have a sense of urgency about sharing our faith.  But this 

starts by making a conscious effort to do something about it, just like 

the man in the story had to physically put the light on the lampstand. 

Let’s commit ourselves anew to sharing God’s love and His good news 

with people, and for God to open doors of opportunity that we might 

do it in a way that is warm and inviting. 


