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THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
Or 

What is Your Soil Like? 
 

Luke 8:1-15 
 

By Chris Losey 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Everyone knows that there are different kinds of soils.  Even at the 
store a person will find different kinds: top soil and potting soil…  
Different soils are used for different things.  In the passage under 
investigation, Luke 8:1-15, Jesus talks about four kinds of soil and how 
they relate to the kingdom of God.  Before looking at these various 
kinds of soils, let’s first briefly look at an outline of the passage. 
 
OUTLINE OF THE PASSAGE 
 
 The METHOD of Advancing the Kingdom - v1 
 The MEMBERS & MEANS OF SUPPORT for the Kingdom - vv2,3  
 The MYSTERY of the Kingdom - vv4-15 
 
The METHOD of Advancing the Kingdom v1 
This passage gives an indication of how God advances His kingdom.  He 
doesn’t do it by writing a message in the clouds, or by having a voice 
come out of heaven.  Instead he does it by people who know Him 
telling people who don’t.  A pretty straightforward approach.  Listen to 
verse 1,  
 

And it came about soon afterwards, that He (Jesus) began 
going about from one city and village to another, 
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proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God; and the 
twelve were with Him.   

 
Jesus proclaimed and preached the kingdom of God.  Although it 
appears that Jesus was doing all the proclaiming and preaching at this 
point, it would not be long (Luke 10) when Jesus would send out the 
seventy. At this point it is safe to say that the disciples were in training 
learning from the Master how to preach and proclaim the good news 
about the Kingdom of God. 
 
Proclaiming is the Greek word kerusso and means to proclaim like a 
public crier.  A public crier might get in a town square and say, “Now 
hear this, tomorrow at noon, the King will be passing through this town.  
All citizens are encouraged to line up ahead of time and cheer as he 
passes.”   
 
Preaching is the Greek word euaggelizo which means to declare the 
good news, especially the gospel. 
 
The method of advancing the kingdom hasn’t changed.  One person has 
to tell another person about the good news of Christ.  God doesn’t 
necessarily call us to be town criers but he does call us to tell others.  
There must be communication between those who believe and those 
who don’t.  Jesus called us to be witnesses, and part of that is to 
verbally declare the gospel. 
 
We need to pray that God would give us opportunities to do this, and 
that we would take the opportunities He provides.  Jesus made His own 
opportunities.  We need to seek to do the same In His power. 
 
 
 



3 
Copyright 1999 Chris Losey 

 

The MEMBERS and MEANS OF SUPPORT for the Kingdom vv2,3 
Luke 8:2,3 states,  
 

 2  and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits 
and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out,  3  and Joanna the wife 
of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others 
who were contributing to their support out of their private 
means.   

 
Verse one indicated that the twelve disciples were with Jesus at this 
time, but verses two and three reveal that there were other folks as 
well:  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna and many others.  They were 
all contibuting to Jesus support out of their private means.  These 
verses indicate that the kingdom of God is for any who choose to follow 
Christ.  God’s kingdom is not reserved for a particular group of people.  
It is open to all who believe: men or women, rich or the poor, black or 
white, crippled or healthy.  It might be said that Jesus is an equal 
opportunity Savior.  He welcomes all who put their trust in Him. 
 
The passage also indicates that proclaiming the kingdom of God takes 
money.  Because Jesus spent all His time teaching, preaching, praying 
and travelling, He had to give up his previous employment as a 
carpenter.  It was the generous gifts of others that allowed His work to 
go on unhindered.  So it is today with the church.  As everyone does 
their part by giving, God’s work in the local church moves forward.  A 
message on giving is reserved for another time, but suffice it to say that 
we are to give generously and cheerfully.   2 Corinthians 9:6-7 states,  
 

6  Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap 
sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap 
bountifully.  7  Let each one do just as he has purposed in his 
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heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 

  
Have you accepted God’s generous invitation to be part of His 
kingdom?  If so, are you cheerfully doing your part to financially 
advance the kingdom? 
 
The MYSTERY of the Kingdom vv4-15 
A mystery is something that is hidden or not easily understood.  In a 
murder mystery, the identity of the real killer is often hidden until the 
end of the movie.   
 
People talk about the mystery of life. Where did it come from?  How 
did it start?  Even though we may not be able to explain life adequately, 
Christians at least know that God created it.  Many unbelievers still 
don’t get it.  They are baffled trying to figure out what appears to them 
as a mystery.   
 
There are a number of mysteries in the Bible; things that are hidden or 
hard to understand.   
 
One mystery involves Israel.  Listen to Romans 11:25-26, 
 

25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this 
mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation, that a 
partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fulness of 
the Gentiles has come in;  26  and thus all Israel will be saved; 
just as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, He 
will remove ungodliness from Jacob." 

 
According to this Scripture, the Jews are going through a partial 
hardening to the things of God but this will eventually end and Israel 
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will be saved.  Why is this happening?  It is hard to understand, but we 
know that God said it is happening.    
 
Another mystery involves the rapture of the church.  1 Corinthians 
15:51-52 states, 
 

51  Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed,  52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

 
How is God going to snatch us all up in the twinkling of an eye.  I don’t 
know.  It is a mystery, but I know that if He can create the universe, He 
can rapture His church. 
 
Another mystery involves the Gentiles (non-Jews).  Ephesians 3:3-7 
states, 
 

3  that by revelation there was made known to me the 
mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  4  And by referring to this, 
when you read you can understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ,  5  which in other generations was not 
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed 
to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  6  {to be 
specific}  that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow 
members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel,  7  of which I was made a 
minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was 
given to me according to the working of His power. 

 



6 
Copyright 1999 Chris Losey 

 

The Jews thought that salvation was only for the nation of Israel, but 
this Scripture makes it clear that salvation is for Jews and Gentiles.  This 
truth was hidden from the Jews but was made known in Scripture. 
 
Another mystery involves Jesus Christ.  Colossians 1:27 states, “to 
whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
 
The mystery involves the fact that each believer has the indwelling 
Spirit of Christ within Him.  This is hard to understand but we know it is 
true. 
 
In the Luke 8:1-15 passage, Jesus reveals another mystery regarding His 
kingdom.  That is that not everyone will embrace it.  He reveals this 
mystery through the parable of the sower.  Listen to Jesus words in 
Luke 8:4-15, 
 

4  And when a great multitude were coming together, and 
those from the various cities were journeying to Him, He 
spoke by way of a parable:  5  "The sower went out to sow his 
seed; and as he sowed, some fell beside the road; and it was 
trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air ate it up.  6  
"And other seed fell on rocky {soil,} and as soon as it grew 
up, it withered away, because it had no moisture.  7  "And 
other seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns grew up 
with it, and choked it out.  8  "And other seed fell into the 
good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred 
times as great." As He said these things, He would call out, 
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  9  And His disciples 
began questioning Him as to what this parable might be.  10  
And He said, "To you it has been granted to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in 
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parables, in order that seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand.  11  "Now the parable is this: the 
seed is the word of God.  12  "And those beside the road are 
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away 
the word from their heart, so that they may not believe and 
be saved.  13  "And those on the rocky soil are those who, 
when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have 
no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of 
temptation fall away.  14  "And the seed which fell among the 
thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go 
on their way they are choked with worries and riches and 
pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.  15  "And 
the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard 
the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and 
bear fruit with perseverance. 

 
Jesus spoke in parables to illustrate Spiritual truth.  The Greek word for 
parable is parabole.  It comes from two words para and ballo.  Para 
means alongside.  Ballo means to throw or toss.  Thus a parable is 
something thrown alongside.  It is a story that is put alongside of truth 
to illustrate athe truth and to make it understandable.  For people with 
spiritual discernment, they would understand or ask questions to 
further understand a parable.  For those with hardened hearts they 
might understand the story but have no clue about, nor interest in the 
spiritual meaning behind the story. 
 
Parables usually have one main meaning.  It is important not to read 
too much nor too little into a parable.  The main thrust of the parable 
that Jesus told here was that people would react differently to the 
message of the kingdom of God.  Their reaction would be based on the 
condition or soil condition of their heart.   
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A multitude had gathered, Jesus had been proclaiming and preaching 
about the kingdom of God.  This would be a perfect way to train His 
followers about what to expect when you shared with others the about 
the truth of God’s kingdom.  He trained his followers about people’s 
reaction to the gospel by sharing this parable. 
 
In the parable Jesus says that there are four kinds of soils: 
 
ROAD SOIL - It was trampled underfoot and birds ate the seeds on it 
ROCKY SOIL - It caused the seed to grow up quickly but then to wither 
THORNY SOIL - The thorns grew and chocked out the good seed 
GOOD SOIL - Which produces a hundred-fold crop 
 
If people had a spiritual interest in what Jesus said, they could ask 
questions and He would explain, like He did with His disciples.  Those 
who had no interest would show that the soil of their heart was not 
good.  Jesus’ disciples asked Him to explain to them and He told them 
the meaning of the parable.  The seed in the parable is the Word of 
God.  Jesus then explained the various kinds of soil: 
 
ROAD  - represented hardened hearts where Satan comes in and 
snatches the truth away. 
ROCKY - represents emotional hearts; those who receive God’s truth 
joyfully but fall away when temptation comes.  They are not truly saved 
because they have no firm root.   
THORNY - represents busy hearts; those who are so caught up in the 
worries and cares of this world that they do not bring any fruit to 
maturity. 
GOOD - represents those with honest and good hearts who hold fast 
the word of truth and produce much fruit. 
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In Jesus day, sowing was done by hand.  As a farmer sowed his field 
some seed would inadvertently land or be blown onto the road that 
went by the farmers field.  The birds would come along and eat the 
seed, or the seed would be trampled underfoot.  Sometimes there 
would be areas in the field where the soil was shallow with rock 
underneath.  Seeds sown here would sprout up quickly but soon wither 
because they had no firm root and not enough water.  Some seeds 
would fall along the border of the field where thorns also grew.  The 
thorns would choke out the good seed.  But most of the seed fell on the 
good soil that the farmer had prepared and it would produce a good 
crop.  
 
SOME KEY PRINCIPLES 
 
1.  God desires that people bear fruit 
Have you every looked at yourself that way; that you are to be a fruit-
bearer for the kingdom of God?  There are five kinds of fruit that God 
wants us to produce in our lives 
- ADDITION Fruit - The fruit of souls won to Christ - John 4:35,36 
- ADORATION Fruit - The fruit of our lips - Hebrews 13:15 
- ATTITUDE Fruit - The Fruit of the Spirit - Gal 5:22,23 
- ACTION Fruit - The fruit of service to Christ - Colossians 1:10 
- ARMOR Fruit - The fruit of righteousness (part of the Christians armor)    
James 3:17,18 
 
2.  Fruit Bearing begins by sowing the right seed in men’s hearts 
-  The Word of God is the good seed.  No other seed will produce the 
fruit God is looking for. 
- God’s word will not return void 
- When you talk with people, are you sowing the seed of God’s word.  
Alot of people share, “Well I heard what so-and-so said.”  Try this one, 
“The Bible says.” 
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3.  There are more kinds of bad soil than good soil 
Only one out of four of the kinds of soil was good.  Don’t be 
disappointed if you sow and get a less than positive reaction.  Just be 
sure you sow in love. 
 
4.  Sowing in earthly soil is much different than sowing in spiritual soil  
In the physical realm we know what kind of soil we are dealing with. 
 
5.  Fruit bearing takes perseverance 
Do you have a good and honest heart? 
Do you hold God’s Word fast? 
Do you persevere even when the going is tough? 
 
6.  It is critical for those with spiritual sensitivity to hear and obey v8 
Jesus gave this warning many times when He told a parable.  In other 
words, He was saying listen up, understand, make this truth your own... 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
What is your soil like…?   


