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GREATNESS AND SALVATION 

 
Luke 7:24-35 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
In your opinion, who are some of the great men and women of the 20th 
century and why?  Some might say one of the presidents like Dwight 
Eisenhower or John F. Kennedy.  Some might say a war hero like George 
S. Patton.  Some might say a national hero like Amelia Earhart or 
Charles Lindberg.  Some might say a religious leader like Billy Graham or 
D. James Kennedy. 
 
Today we are going to talk about greatness.  We are going to see what 
God has to say about greatness and see how He measures it.  We are 
also going to discover how greatness relates to salvation.  But before 
jumping into today’s text let’s do a quick review.  If you remember from 
the last message, two of John the Baptist’s disciples came to Jesus with 
a question.  They asked Him if He was the Messiah or should they look 
for someone else?  Rather than giving them a straight forward answer, 
Jesus told them to tell John the evidence of what they had seen and 
heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them.  Based on prophecies about the the Messiah in the 
Old Testament and the evidence that Jesus was now giving, John would 
be able to answer His own question in the affirmative.  Indeed Jesus 
was the Messiah.     
 
Now, Jesus had a few questions of His own.  As the disciples of John the 
Baptist left the scene, Jesus turned to the multitudes who were 
following Him and asked them a few questions.  If you have a Bible I 
invite you to turn to Luke 7:24 as we investigate the topic “GREATNESS 
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AND SALVATION.”  As the message unfolds we will look at the 
following: 
 
A.  SOME TRUTH ABOUT GREATNESS 
B.  SOME TRUTH ABOUT SALVATION 
 
Let’s begin with some truth about greatness. 
 
A.  SOME TRUTH ABOUT GREATNESS - Lk 7:24-28 
 
Luke 7:24-28 states, 
 

24  And when the messengers of John had left, He began to 
speak to the multitudes about John, "What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  
25  "But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who are splendidly clothed and live 
in luxury are {found} in royal palaces.  26  "But what did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is 
more than a prophet.  27  "This is the one about whom it is 
written, 'Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.'  28  "I say to you, 
among those born of women, there is no one greater than 
John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he."         

 
1.  John the Baptist was the greatest man born of woman v28 

- Jesus asks a few questions and then makes some powerful 
statements about John 
- John was greater than Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Isaiah... 
- He held a special place among prophets... he was the forerunner 
of Jesus 
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- What about Jesus?  He had been born of a woman.  Was John 
greater than Him?  

 
2.  God measures the greatness of all men  

- there is no one born of woman greater than John (God knows 
every one) 
- He measures your greatness and mine and we should care that 
He does 
- how would you measure up on God’s greatness scale? 

 
3.  God does not measure greatness the same way man does 

- man measures it on where you live - Ross, Belvedere 
  John lived in the wilderness probably in a tent  v24 
- man measures it on the type of clothes you wear - Men’s 
Wearhouse 
 John wore camel’s fir and a leather belt Mt 3:4-  (Humor - camel 
hair coat) 
- man measures it on the restaurants you frequent -  
  John ate locust and wild honey 

 
4.  God measures greatness based on obedience to His call 

- John had been called to be the forerunner and he fulfilled his 
ministry v27 
  -- He was not a reed shaken by the wind v24 
- Application - we have been called to be forerunners of a sort 
- are we being obedient to the call 

 
5.  Greatness in God’s eyes does not equate with great popularity 

- John’s message - Mt 3:1-12 
- Many were baptized but many said He had a demon v33 

 
5.  He who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than John 

- How can this be? 
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- John stood on the shoulders of the former prophets, those in the 
kingdom stand on John’s shoulders. 
- greater in position  
 -- being called a forerunner (prophet) vs. being a child of 
God with all the privileges of sonship 
 -- having a mortal life on earth vs. an immortal in heaven 
- greater in knowledge  
 -- have truth revealed through the Spirit vs. talking with God 
face to face 

  
B.  SOME TRUTH ABOUT SALVATION vv29-35 
 

29  And when all the people and the tax-gatherers heard this, 
they acknowledged God's justice, having been baptized with 
the baptism of John.  30  But the Pharisees and the lawyers 
rejected God's purpose for themselves, not having been 
baptized by John.  31  "To what then shall I compare the men 
of this generation, and what are they like?  32  "They are like 
children who sit in the market place and call to one another; 
and they say, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.'  33  "For John 
the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; 
and you say, 'He has a demon!'  34  "The Son of Man has 
come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous 
man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!'  
35  "Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children."  (NAS) 

 
1.  Some will accept and some will reject 

- One might think that your greatness in God’s eyes would ensure 
100% success 
- John came with a strong message of repentance 
- Commoners and those known as sinners accepted 

 - The religious leaders who saw themselves as righteous, rejected 
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 - We don’t know who will receive 
 - Sometimes it is those we least expect 
 - Have you accepted God’s offer? 
 
2.  God uses a variety of means to reach everyone with the truth 
 - John came in a very ascetic, strict manner 
 - Jesus came in a more open manner 
 - how do you come? 
 
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 states, 
 

19  For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a 
slave to all, that I might win the more.  20  And to the Jews I 
became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are 
under the Law, as under the Law, though not being myself 
under the Law, that I might win those who are under the 
Law;  21  to those who are without law, as without law, 
though not being without the law of God but under the law 
of Christ, that I might win those who are without law.  22  To 
the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have 
become all things to all men, that I may by all means save 
some.  23  And I do all things for the sake of the gospel, that I 
may become a fellow partaker of it.  (NAS) 

 
3.  God’s truth about salvation is proven by those who get saved v35 

- their changed lives are proof that the message is true 
- the joy and peace they experience is proof that the message is 
true 
- story of people who reject Christ and live in misery is strong 
evidence that the message is true 
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CONCLUSION 
God sees you as greater than John the Baptist if you are a Christian.  
Are you accepting that responsibility to live out the position God has 
given you? 
 
If you don’t know Christ, you can ask Him in today! 
 


