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WHO IS THIS MAN? 

 
Luke 7:11-23 

 
By Chris Losey 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
I imagine that each of us asks several questions a day.  Little children 
can ask scores of questions!  In a lifetime perhaps a person asks millions 
of questions:  Where are you going today?  Where did you put my new 
shirt?  What would you like for dinner?  How are you feeling?  Can you 
give me directions to the nearest gas station?  Who did you say was 
sick?  Where did you get your haircut?  Why did you buy those shoes? 
 
Of all the questions a person can ask, what do you think is the most 
important?  Some say the most important question is one of the 
following: Why am I here?  Is there a God?  What is the meaning of life? 
 
I think the most important question is a two part question.  “Who is 
Jesus Christ, and how am I going to respond to Him?” 
 
The passage of Scripture in this message focuses on two events:  Jesus 
raising a man from the dead, and John the Baptist’s disciples coming to 
Jesus and trying to find out Jesus’ true identity.   
 
In the verses proceeding this passage, Jesus had just finished healing 
the Centurion’s slave (Luke 7:1-10).  And amazingly, Jesus healed the 
slave without even seeing or touching him.  Jesus just spoke a word and 
the slave was healed!   
 
As the passage is explored, three main areas will be discussed: 
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I.    JESUS’ LOVE AND POWER - vv11-16 
II.   JOHN’S QUESTION - vv17-21 
III.  JESUS ANSWER - vv22,23 
 
Let’s now begin by looking at Luke 7:11-23 in order to see Jesus’ love 
and power. 
 
I.  JESUS’ LOVE AND POWER - vv 11-16 
The Luke passage states, 

 
11  And it came about soon afterwards, that He went to a city 
called Nain; and His disciples were going along with Him, 
accompanied by a large multitude.  12  Now as He 
approached the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was 
being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her.  13  
And when the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and 
said to her, "Do not weep."  14  And He came up and touched 
the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, 
"Young man, I say to you, arise!"  15  And the dead man sat 
up, and began to speak. And {Jesus} gave him back to his 
mother.  16  And fear gripped them all, and they {began} 
glorifying God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among 
us!" and, "God has visited His people!"   
 

Jesus’ public ministry began with a bang.  Not only did Jesus teach 
profound truth and preach about the kingdom of God, but He healed 
people of all kinds of diseases, cast out demons, and in this case raised 
a man from the dead.  Amazing!  Notice that His ministry flowed out of 
His compassion for people.  When Jesus saw the widow and her dead 
son, (her only son), the Scripture states, “He felt compassion for her.”    
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Let’s move next to John’s question.  
 

II.  JOHN’S QUESTION - vv17-21 
Luke 7:17-21 states, 

 
17  And this report concerning Him (Jesus) went out all over 
Judea, and in all the surrounding district.  18  And the 
disciples of John reported to him about all these things.  19  
And summoning two of his disciples, John sent them to the 
Lord, saying, "Are You the Expected One, or do we look for 
someone else?"  20  And when the men had come to Him, 
they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are 
You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?'"  21  
At that very time He (Jesus) cured many {people} of diseases 
and afflictions and evil spirits; and He granted sight to many 
{who were} blind.   
 

A.  It was not the first question regarding Jesus’ identity 
Because of Jesus’ amazing ministry, people were already beginning to 
ask questions about His identity.   In Luke 4:22 after Jesus had taught 
some profound truth the people said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”  In 
Luke 4:36 after Jesus had cast out a demon, people asked, “What is this 
message?  For with authority and power He commands the unclean 
spirits, and they come out.”  In Luke 5:21 after Jesus had forgiven a 
man’s sins the Pharisees asked, “Who is this man who speaks 
blasphemies?  Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” 
 
B.  It was a question that had been asked of John 
In John 1:19-28, John had been asked his own identity.  Listen to the 
text: 

 
19  And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent to him 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are 
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you?"  20  And he confessed, and did not deny, and he 
confessed, "I am not the Christ."  21  And they asked him, 
"What then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are 
you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No."  22  They said 
then to him, "Who are you, so that we may give an answer 
to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?"  23 
He said, "I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make 
straight the way of the Lord,' as Isaiah the prophet said."  24  
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  25  And they 
asked him, and said to him, "Why then are you baptizing, if 
you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  26  John 
answered them saying, "I baptize in water, {but} among you 
stands One whom you do not know.  27  "{It is} He who 
comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy 
to untie."  28  These things took place in Bethany beyond the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

It is interesting that John who had performed no miracles would be 
asked this question, and it seemed that the religious leaders were ready 
to receive whatever answer he gave. 
 
It is equally interesting that Jesus who performed many miracles was 
not received when He told people who he was. 
 
C.  It was an unusual question for John to ask 
At Jesus’ baptism at the beginning of His public ministry, John had 
already acknowledged who Jesus was.  Listen to Matthew 3:13-17 
 

13  Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan {coming} to 
John, to be baptized by him.  14  But John tried to prevent 
Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You 
come to me?"  15  But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit 
{it} at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
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righteousness." Then he permitted Him.  16  And after being 
baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending as a dove, {and} coming upon Him,  17  and 
behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, "This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 

 
Why was John now asking a question that seemed to already have been 
settled in his mind?  John had perhaps expected things to get better.  
Perhaps he thought that Jesus would usher in the kingdom.  When this 
did not happen right away, he began to have doubts.  If the Messiah 
was here, why was John in prison?  He needed to understand that 
God’s timetable was different than his. Even though we believe in 
Christ we may get frustrated and begin to doubt wondering why God 
doesn’t hurry up His timetable when we are going through hard times.   
 
D.  It is a question that people still need to ask today 
They asked it in response to Jesus preaching and healing ministry.  In 
the world today, it is our ministry that is going to stir up this question in 
others.  We are Jesus’ hands, feet, and mouthpieces.  God has placed is 
in our neighborhoods to reach our neighbors.  He has placed us in the 
workplace to reach our co-workers.  He has placed us in our schools to 
reach our classmates.  Wherever God has placed you is your sphere of 
influence to reach the world for Christ.  It is your mission field.  If we do 
not minister and teach and reach those in our generation, they aren’t 
going to ask the question, and we will be held accountable!   We need 
to live in such a way that people clearly see a difference in us.  1 Peter 
3:15-16 states, 
 

15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always {being} 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give 
an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness 
and reverence; 16  and keep a good conscience so that in the 
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thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

 
And I believe since we are called to be witnesses, that there are times 
when it is appropriate for us to guide them to the question and ask it of 
them ourselves.  Many times I have asked people questions like, “In 
your opinion, who is Jesus Christ?”  “If you were to die tonight and 
stand before God and He asked you, ‘Why should I let you into my 
heaven?’ what would you say?”     

 
III.  JESUS’ ANSWER - vv22,23 

 
22  And He answered and said to them, "Go and report to 
John what you have seen and heard: {the} blind receive 
sight, {the} lame walk, {the} lepers are cleansed, and {the} 
deaf hear, {the} dead are raised up, {the} poor have the 
gospel preached to them.  23  "And blessed is he who keeps 
from stumbling over Me." 
 

A.  It was a Scriptural answer 
Isaiah 61:1-2 is a messianic passage which Jesus referred to at the 
beginning of His ministry.  The passage in Isaiah states, 
 

1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD 
has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted (poor);  
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to captives, and freedom to prisoners;  2  To proclaim 
the favorable year of the LORD,  and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn... 

 
Shortly after beginning His public ministry, Jesus went into His 
hometown of Nazareth and read from a book that was handed to Him.  
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Parts of what He read closely parallel the Messianic passage in Isaiah 
61.  Listen to the account of Luke 4:16-19, 
 

16  And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought 
up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the 
Sabbath, and stood up to read.  17  And the book of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the 
book, and found the place where it was written, 
   
18  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because   
  He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor.   
    He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives,  
       and recovery of sight to the blind,  
         to set free those who are downtrodden,   
           19  To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord." 
 
20  And He closed the book, and gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed upon Him.  21 And He began to say to 
them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 

 
Notice that when Jesus quoted from Isaiah 61:1,2 that He left off the 
last phrase of verse two which talked about the day of vengeance.  Why 
did He leave this off?  Because Jesus’ first coming dealt with offering 
people the kingdom of God.  It is His second coming that will deal with 
judgment and God’s vengeance. 
 
In Luke 4:18-19 Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah.  That is the 
reason the people desired to throw Him over a cliff  (Lk 4:28-30).  They 
knew exactly what He was claiming and thought He was speaking 
blasphemy.   
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Let’s look again at what the Messiah would do according to Isaiah 
61:1,2 and compare it to Jesus’ answer to John’s disciples.  Isaiah 61:1-2 
states, 
 

1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD 
has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted (poor); 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to captives, and freedom to prisoners;  2  To proclaim 
the favorable year of the LORD...  

 
Let’s now compare this with Jesus answer to John’s disciples in Luke 
7:22, 
 

22  And He answered and said to them, "Go and report to 
John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight,  
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear,  
the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to 
them...   

 
Although Isaiah mentions preaching the gospel to the poor first, Jesus 
mentions it last in His answer to John’s disciples.  Why?  Perhaps 
because anyone could preach, but this hardly would be convincing 
proof that he was the Messiah.  Did Jesus preach to the poor?  Yes, He 
did.  He went everywhere preaching to the masses and anyone who 
would listen.  He didn’t look for the wealthy of Jerusalem to hear His 
message.  He did not focus on those who could give a big offering.  He 
went to the poor, outcasts and downtrodden with the good news of the 
kingdom of God.   
 
Next Isaiah states that the Messiah will bind up the brokenhearted.   
The word broken means broken-down, crippled, and hurting.  Who are 
the brokenhearted?  Those whose hearts have been shattered by the 
things that life has dealt them.  This would include folks like the blind, 



9 
Copyright Chris Losey 1999 

 

the lame, the lepers, the deaf, and those who had lost loved ones.  In 
His answer to John, Jesus said, “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and the dead are raised...”  No 
mere human could perform these miracles.   
 
Next Isaiah says that the Messiah would “proclaim liberty to the 
captives and freedom to the prisoners.”  Who are the captives and 
prisoners?  Are they not those who were slaves to sin; those who 
needed to be forgiven?  This is also closely linked with preaching the 
gospel to the poor.  Part of preaching the gospel is telling people that if 
they come to Christ, their sins are forgiven.  Again, anyone could tell 
someone that their sins are forgiven, but this would hardly prove a 
person’s Messiahship.   
 
Did Jesus forgive sin?  Yes!  One of the most memorable occasions 
where Jesus forgave sins is when He also healed a man.  Listen to the 
account in Luke 5:18-26, 
 

18  And behold, some men were carrying on a bed a man 
who was paralyzed; and they were trying to bring him in, 
and to set him down in front of Him (Jesus).  19  And not 
finding any way to bring him in because of the crowd, they 
went up on the roof and let him down through the tiles with 
his stretcher, right in the center, in front of Jesus.  20  And 
seeing their faith, He said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven 
you.”  21  And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, 
saing, “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies?  Who can 
forgive sins, but God alone?”  22  But Jesus, aware of their 
reasonings, answered and said to them, “Why are you 
reasoning in youre hearts?  23  Which is easier, to say, ‘Your 
sins have been forgiven you’, or to say, ‘Rise and walk?’  24  
But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins,”  He said to the paralytic “I 
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say to you, rise, and take up your stretcher and go home.”  25 
And at once he rose up before them, and took up what he 
had been lying on, and went home, glorifying God.  26  And 
they were all seized with astonishment and began glorifying 
God; and they were filled with fear, saying “We have seen 
remarkable things today.” 

 
Amazing story! 
 
B.  It was an indirect answer 
Notice that Jesus didn’t say “Yes” or “No” in His answer to John’s 
disciples.  Instead He layed out the evidence.  He told John’s disciples to 
go back and tell John about the things that they personally had seen 
and heard: 
 
the blind receive sight,  
the lame walk,  
the lepers are cleansed, and  
the deaf hear,  
the dead are raised up,  
the poor have the gospel preached to them.   
 
Jesus knew that John was familiar with Isaiah 61 and would be able to 
figure out the answer to his own question when he weighed the 
evidence. 
 
C.  It was an answer that required the hearer to have faith 
As an indirect answer, Jesus’ words required John and his disciples to 
make a choice, to exercise faith.  Either the Scripture and the evidence 
supported Jesus’ messiahship or they didn’t.  Even though John and His 
disciples would have to exercise faith, it was not blind faith. 
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Hebrews 11:6 states, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.” 
 
By giving an indirect answer to John’s disciples, Jesus was not trying to 
mess with their minds.  He was simply trying to get them to exercise 
faith.  Faith is the key that unlocks God’s grace.  Ephesians 2:8,9 states, 
“8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast.” 
 
Coming to Christ requires faith today but it, too, is not blind faith.  
There is even more evidence today that Jesus is the Messiah.  Not only 
is there the evidence of what He told the disciples pf John the Baptist, 
but there is also the following evidence: 
 
- His resurrection 
- His appearances over a period of 40 days 
- His ascension 
- The events on the day of Pentecost 
- The spread of the church 
- The changed lives of the disciples 
- The changed lives of Christians everywhere 
 
D.  It was an answer that could bring a blessing 
Notice Jesus’ final statement in Luke 7:23, "And blessed is he who 
keeps from stumbling over Me."  Jesus was saying that those who asked 
the question, listened to His answer and decided that He indeed was 
the Messiah, would be greatly blessed.  Those who stumbled over Him, 
i.e. rejected Him would not be blessed.  This is an understatement.  
Let’s do a little contrast regarding blessing or lack of it: 
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Those who accept Christ   Those who reject Christ 
Have eternal life     Do not have eternal life 
Are given the Holy Spirit   Do not receive the Holy Spirit 
Have a place in heaven reserved   Do not have a place in heaven 
Are God’s children    Are not God’s children 
Can have the peace and joy of God Do not have this peace and joy 
Have spiritual gifts given to them  Do not have spiritual gifts 
Have true meaning and purpose  Don’t have true meaning/purpose 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
The evidence was overwhelming, but still people would reject Him.  
Amazing.   
 
People don’t reject Christ for two basic reasons: 
 - they have never heard the evidence - we can solve this problem 
 - they have a hard heart and don’t care about the evidence - we  
             can continue to pray and love these folks. 
 
1.  People need to ask the question 
But they won’t unless we point them to Him. 
 
2.  People need to weigh the evidence 
But they won’t know what it is unless we give it to them. 
 
3.  People need to step out in faith 
We need to encourage them to do it. 
 
Let’s pray…. 


