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How to Do Kingdom Work 
 

Luke 6:37-42 
 

By Chris Losey 
 
INTRODUCTION 
After Jesus chose His disciples, He came down off the mountain with 
them to begin ministry together. The disciples were undoubtedly pretty 
cocky because they had been chosen out of hundreds of followers.  
Indeed they were special, but Jesus soon taught them that ministry 
wasn’t about position and prestige. It was about laying down one’s life 
in order to advance the kingdom of God.  After ministering to the 
multitudes (Lk 6:17-19), Jesus then turned His gaze toward the disciples 
and began to teach them.  He first taught them:  
 
THE SACRIFICIAL NATURE OF KINGDOM WORK (Lk 6:20-26) 
Being part of God’s work would mean sacrifice and hardship, but it will 
also mean great blessedness.  Jesus taught them profound things like: 
- Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God (v20) 
- Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied (v21) 
- Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh (v21) 
- Blessed are you when men hate you...your reward is great (v22) 
 
Jesus then went on to teach them about: 
 
THE SELFLESS NATURE OF KINGDOM WORK (Lk 6:27-36) 
Working for God’s kingdom wasn’t about demanding one’s personal 
rights, or taking revenge on those who rejected, hated or cursed God’s 
workers.  Being a kingdom worker was about doing whatever it took to 
win people to Christ and then helping them grow in the faith.  In this 
regard, Jesus taught profound truth: 
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- Love your enemies (v27) 
- Do good to those who hate you (v27) 
- Bless those who curse you (v28) 
- Pray for those who mistreat you (v28) 
- Give to everyone who asks (v30) 
- Treat others the way you want to be treated (v31) 
- Be merciful (v36) 
 
Jesus closes off His teaching by giving the disciples and all who listened: 
 
A GENERAL PRINCIPLE OF KINGDOM WORK (Lk 6:37- 
These were things His followers needed to know and do in order to be 
successful in God’s work 
 
Do you want to be successful in your work for God’s kingdom?  Then 
listen carefully to what is to follow.  If you learn and heed this principle, 
God will give you a good measure of success. 
 
Regarding kingdom work, a person’s goal is to bring folks in and build 
them up.  He will work with the unsaved (those who need to be 
brought in) and the saved (those who need to be built up).  In working 
with people in both groups it will be tough, because all people have a 
sin nature.  What will really complicate things is that the worker has a 
sin nature, too. 
 
A general principle is - 
 
The Sowing - Reaping Principle 
In this regard, a person will reap what he sows.  He thus wants to be 
sure that he only sows the right things, and avoids sowing the wrong 
things.  In this regard, listen to Luke 6:37-38. 
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37 "And do not judge and you will not be judged; and do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you 
will be pardoned.  38 "Give, and it will be given to you; good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they 
will pour into your lap. For by your standard of measure it 
will be measured to you in return."   

 
Judging  
The first part of the sowing and reaping narrative involved judging 
others. Verse 37 says, “And do not judge, and you will not be judged.” 
The question arises, are Christians to judge?  Yes and no!  What did 
Jesus say in other places?  In Luke 12:57 He said, “And why do you not 
even on your own initiative judge what is right?”   He was telling them 
that they needed to be able to judge between right and wrong. In John 
7:24 Jesus said, “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with 
righteous judgment.” Here he was saying that they need to judge with 
righteous judgment.  
 
Let’s look at what we are to judge, and what we aren’t to judge. 
 
The Greek word for “judge” is krino. It is also translated discern.  
Judging or discerning means to make a moral or ethical judgment 
between right and wrong.  If this verse meant that Christians were 
never to judge anything, it would mean that we would have no right to 
say one thing is right and another wrong, but Scripture tells us what is 
right and what is wrong.  We are to call good, good, and evil, evil. 
 

1)  Christians are to judge sin in the church (the body of 
believers) 
Revelation 2:18-22 states,  
 

18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 
The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and 
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His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19  'I know 
your deeds, and your love and faith and service and 
perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater 
than at first.  20  'But I have this against you, that you 
tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-
servants astray, so that they commit acts of immorality 
and eat things sacrificed to idols.  21  'And I gave her 
time to repent; and she does not want to repent of her 
immorality.  22  'Behold, I will cast her upon a bed of 
sickness  and those who commit adultery with her into 
great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 

 
In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul indicated that Christians need 
to Judge. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:9-11 states, 
 

9  I wrote you in my letter not to associate with 
immoral people;  10  I did not at all mean with the 
immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and 
swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to 
go out of the world.  11  But actually, I wrote to you not 
to associate with any so-called brother if he should be 
an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a 
reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat 
with such a one.   

 
2) Christians are not to judge those outside the church 
Could you imagine the response of non-Christians to those who 
would go around condemning them.   
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Jesus was preparing His disciples to go into the world.  They were 
not to go judging and condemning, but forgiving and giving.  1 
Corinthians 5:12-13 states, 

 
12  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do 
you not judge those who are within the church 13  But 
those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked 
man from among yourselves. 

  
Colossians 4:5-6 states, 
 

5  Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 
making the most of the opportunity.  6  Let your speech 
always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, 
so that you may know how you should respond to each 
person. 

 
1Thessalonians 4:11-12 states, 
 

11  ...make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and 
attend to your own business and work with your hands, 
just as we commanded you;  12  so that you may 
behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any 
need. 

 
It is not that we can’t share the gospel and let people know that 
all have sinned. 
 
3)  Christians are not to pronounce eternal judgment 
God is the one who gives ultimate judgment.  Hebrews 9:27 
states, “It is appointed for men to die once and then comes the 
judgment.” 
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In Acts 10:42 Peter said of Jesus, "And He ordered us to preach to 
the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has 
been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.” 
 
4)  Christians are to judge their own lives 
1 Corinthians 11:27-31 states, 

27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and 
the blood of the Lord.  28  But let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  29  For 
he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, 
if he does not judge the body rightly.  30   For this reason 
many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.  31  
But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. 

 
5)  Christians may hold the position as a judge 
Many places in Scripture talk about righteous judges and 
unrighteous judges. 
 
6)  Christians are not to have a critical spirit 
Have you met people who never seem to have much good to say 
about anything? What they end up judging is personal 
preferences 
 - I like this music but am critical of that music 
 - I like this color carpet but am critical of that color 
 - I like the church decorated a certain way and no other way 
 - I think the worship service must be at this time and at no 
other 
 - I like this style of preaching and no other style 
 - I think the service should contain these elements and no 
others 
 - I think the service should only go so long and no longer 
 - I don’t like it when people dress a certain way 
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Condemning, pardoning, giving 
The next parts of the sowing-reaping narrative involve not condemning 
but rather pardoning and giving… Luke 6;37,38 states,  
 

37 "… and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; 
pardon, and you will be pardoned.  38 "Give, and it will be 
given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, they will pour into your lap. For by your 
standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."   

 
Condemning means to pronounce negative judgment on something. 
We need to be careful not to do this. Notice, too that we are to pardon 
i.e. forgive others, and to give in good measure. Indeed when we sow 
the right things we will reap many good things. If, instead, we go 
around judging, condemning, not forgiving, and not giving from our 
resources, then we will undoubtedly reap what we have sown and be of 
little value to the kingdom.  
 
Jesus then hammers home the main thrust of his teaching by sharing a 
parable with his followers about the person who is ready to point out 
the speck in his brother’s eye while ignoring the log in his own.  Luke 
6:39-42 states, 

  
39 And He also spoke a parable to them: "A blind man cannot 
guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 "A 
pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been 
fully trained, will be like his teacher. 41 "Why do you look at the 
speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that 
is in your own eye? 42 "Or how can you say to your brother, 
'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, 
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first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.  

 
Next Jesus reinforces His message by teaching about the fruit that 
comes from people’s lives. He wants the fruit from His followers’ lives 
to be good. In order to get the right kind of fruit, His followers will have 
to be sure they sow the right things. They must not be like the world 
that sows evil things and gets an evil result. Luke 6:43-45 states, 

 
43 "For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the 
other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit. 44 "For each 
tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from 
thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush. 45 "The good 
man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is 
good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is 
evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.  

 
Finally Jesus teaches the importance of actually making Him Lord, not 
just calling Him Lord. If He truly is Lord of our lives then we will do what 
He says like show forgiveness and give to others to draw them into the 
kingdom. If we don’t make Him Lord, we may not only give others 
reason to question our salvation, but our lives and works may collapse 
because we didn’t really have a saving faith in Christ. Obedience to 
Christ is a good indicator that we are saved and will lead us into humble 
lives of kindness and service rather than arrogant lives of judging others 
and keeping them from the Kingdom. Listen to Jesus’ words in Luke 
6:46-49, 

 
46 "Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 47 

"Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on 
them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 he is like a man building a 
house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when 
a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could 
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not shake it, because it had been well built. 49 "But the one who 
has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a 
house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent 
burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that 
house was great."  

 
Conclusion: It is hard to sow and do the right things. Remember, 
ministry is not just a matter of what we shouldn’t do (judge and 
condemn others), but what we should do (pardon and give to others). 
Let’s sow the right things to maximize our effectiveness as Christ 
followers. Let’s show ourselves to be fruitful and obedient to our Lord 
that we may truly be counted as His Children and effective Kingdom 
workers. 
 

 
 


