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A Leper’s Plea 
Or 

How To Bring Your Requests To The Lord 
 

Luke 5:12-16 
 

By Chris Losey 
 

INTRODUCTION 
When you have a need, how do you come to God? Boldly? Fearfully?  
Or perhaps you don’t even come to Him at all because you feel 
unworthy. Do you pray to God for healing when you are sick, or do you 
just let nature take its course?  Perhaps you only bring the big things 
like cancer, heart problems or serious illnesses to the Lord. 
 
This message is taken from Luke 5:12-16 which records the account of a 
leper who came to Jesus for cleansing. From the story much can be 
learned about how Christians should approach the Lord with their 
needs. This same story is also found in two of the other gospels:   
Matthew 8:1-4 and Mark 1:40-45. These passages will be touched upon 
briefly to shed more light on the encounter. 
 
The message is entitled “A LEPER’S PLEA” or “How To Bring Your 
Requests To The Lord.”  I believe it will encourage your heart.  As the 
Luke passage is investigated, the following main points will be explored: 
 

THE MAN’S CONDITION 
THE MAN’S PETITION 
THE LORD’S PROVISION 
THE LORD’S INSTRUCTION 
THE MAN’S REACTION 
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Please turn in your Bible to Luke 5:12 as we begin by looking at: 
 

THE MAN’S CONDITION 
 

v12 And it came about that while He (Jesus) was in one of 
the cities, behold, there was a man full of leprosy; and when 
he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, 
“Lord, if you are willing, You can make me clean.” 

 
Notice that the man had leprosy.  More than that, he was full of 
leprosy.   

 

When we think of leprosy we think of modern-day leprosy also known 
as Hansen’s Disease which is a chronic, infectious disease of human 
beings that primarily affects the skin, mucous membranes, and 
nerves.  It can start with the loss of sensation in a patch of skin.  It can 
damage nerves so that muscles become paralyzed.  The loss of feeling 
can also result in unnoticed injuries resulting in more infection, bone 
destruction/absorption and the wearing away of extremities.  The 
invasion of tissue by the disease can cause thick nodules on the skin in 
the advanced stages which give a lion-like apprearance.  The disease is 
caused by a rod-shaped bacillus, Mycobacterium leprae, which is 
similar to the bacillus that causes tuberculosis. The leprosy bacillus 
was identified in 1874 by the Norwegian physician Gerhard Henrik 

Armauer Hansen.
1
   

 

Modern day leprosy is probably not the leprosy mentioned in the Bible.  
The Old Testament word for leprosy was tsara`ath {tsaw-rah'-ath}.  This 
word meant different things:  

                                                           
1
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 - in people it meant a malignant skin disease (Le. 13-14) 
    - in clothing it meant, a mildew or mold (Le. 13:47-52) 
    - in buildings it meant a mildew or mold (Le. 14:34-53) 
 
The Greek word for leprosy is lepra from the Greek root word lepis 
meaning scale and lepo meaning to peel.  When the Greek was 
translated into Latin the word was rendered leprosus and then 
transliterated into English as leprosy. The word literally means a scaling 
or peeling condition.  The Latin word liber is from the same root word 
leprosus and means book or parchment or leaves.   Hence the medical 
condition leprosy was one where the skin was scaly and peeled off 
somewhat like page fragments torn out of a book. 
   
Biblical leprosy was probably similar to the modern-day skin condition 
we call psoriasis .  Psoriasis makes a person’s skin look white and flakey. 
 
Some people with leprosy in the Old Testament are described as being 
white as snow on their skin.  When Miriam and Aaron spoke out against 
Moses, God judged them and afflicted Miriam with leprosy.  Numbers 
12:9,10 states, 
 

v9 So the anger of the Lord burned against them and He 
departed. v10  But when the cloud had withdrawn from over 
the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow.  As 
Aaron turned toward Miriam, behold she was leprous. 

 
Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, was struck with leprosy because of his greed.  
In 2 Kings 5:27 Elisha tells Gehazi, “’Therefore, the leprosy of Naaman 
shall cleave to you and to your descendants forever.’ So he (Gehazi) 
went out from his (Elisha’s) presence a leper as white as snow.” 
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Leprosy in the Old Testament is also described in other ways.   In 
Leviticus 13 and 14 it can be involve scabs, bright spots, swelling, and 
raw flesh. Colors may range from white, to red, to yellow.   
 
Some scholars conclude that leprosy in the Bible included a variety of 
skin diseases, some of which could be cured. 
 
Leviticus 13 and 14 gave specific laws regarding the diagnosis and 
consequences of leprosy.  If a person was suspected of having leprosy, 
he had to be brought to a priest.  He would be examined and often 
isolated for seven days at a time to see if the symptoms changed.  
Depending on the changes, he might be declared clean and released to 
normal life.  If he was declared unclean he would be isolated until the 
disease cleared up.    
 
Besides the obvious physical problems associated with leprosy, what 
made the disease in the Bible so horrible was that lepers were 
essentially cut off from society.  They had to live alone, outside the 
camp (Lev 13:46).  They were cast out of towns and villages and often 
had to revert to living in caves or tombs.  They were not allowed within 
100 feet of a healthy person.  When anyone came close to a leper, the 
leper was to shout “unclean, unclean” (Lev 13:45) warning people to 
keep their distance.  If lepers came too close,  people would throw 
stones at them to drive them away.  Lepers were outcasts from society.  
No clean person was allowed to touch a leper, and lepers were 
forbidden to enter the Temple or take part in its services. The life of a 
leper was indeed grim. 
 
So what was the condition of the leprous man who came to Jesus?  He 
was full of leprosy, an outcaste and desperate for help! 
 
Let’s now move to: 
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THE MAN’S PETITION 
It is amazing to see how the leper approached Jesus and heard what He 
said.  He wanted to be made clean!  He didn’t ask for healing alone, he 
wanted to be made clean.  Even if he was healed, it still didn’t make 
him clean until he was declared clean by a priest.  What better priest 
than THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST (Jesus) to declare that someone was 
clean. 
 
Let’s now analyze the man’s petition and how he appoached the Lord. 
 
1.  He was bold  
It was bold because the man was in the city.  Listen again to Luke 5:12. 
 

v12 And it came about that while He (Jesus) was in one of 
the cities, behold, there was a man full of leprosy; and when 
he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, 
“Lord, if you are willing, You can make me clean.” 

  
Lepers were to stay away from people, outisde populated areas.  
Perhaps this man was on the outskirts of town when Jesus came by, or 
perhaps he came right into town to try to catch a glimpse of Jesus.  
Either way, for him being a leper to cry out to Jesus was a bold act. 
 
2.  He was humble 
At the same time it was bold, it was also humble.  Notice that the text 
states that he fell on his face before Jesus.  He knew his place and also 
knew that Jesus was someone very special.  He even addressed Him as 
Lord.  The man may have used this address to mean nothing more than 
Sir, but many scholars believe that the man recognized Jesus as Lord.   
 
3.  He was desperate 
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The man implored Jesus. He was desperate.  
 
 
4.  He was not demanding  
Notice that the leper said, “if You are willing.” 
 
5. He had faith  
He also said, “You can make me clean.” He obviously believed that 
Jesus could heal him if He wanted to. He was a person of faith. 
 
6. He clearly understood that Jesus might say no  
He asked in such a way that Jesus was free to say no.  
 

THE LORD’S PROVISION v13 
Listen now to Luke 5:13,  

 
13 And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am 
willing; be cleansed." And immediately the leprosy left him.  
 

Jesus responded in a way that was unthinkable to the Jews. He reached 
out and touched leper and said, “I am willing; be cleansed.”    
 

THE LORD’S INSTRUCTION 
Luke 5:14 shares what the Lord said next by way of instruction to the 
leper.,  
 

14 And He ordered him to tell no one, "But go and show yourself to 
the priest and make an offering for your cleansing, just as Moses 
commanded, as a testimony to them."  
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Jesus ordered him to tell no one but instead to go show himself to the 
priest and make an offering for his cleansing, just as Moses 
commanded, as a testimony to them.  
Did the man obey Jesus?  No he did not!  Mk 1:45 - he went out and 
told everyone. Undoubtedly others saw and told others, too 
 

THE PEOPLE’S REACTION 
So how did the people who say this miracle respond. They all spread 
the news, too. Great multitudes were coming to him from everywhere. 
I think that Jesus may have been a bit sad because He was becoming 
known as a healer rather than a Savior. 
 

Conclusion 
What about today?  
 
Man’s Condition 
We are still sinners. People today are like the leper but instead of being 
filled with physical disease (although some folks are full of physical 
disease), they are full of spiritual disease, sin.  All have sinned.  The 
wage of sin is death 
 
Man’s Petition 
We should want to be saved but only a few will humble themselves and 
come to Christ. The rest will unfortunately die in their sin. 
 
The Lord’s Provision 
The Lord will save those who come to Him. The leper knew that there 
was a possibility that Jesus might heal him. Today, we can know for 
sure that Christ will save all who call on His name 

 
Today is the day of salvation. Let’s share our faith boldly. 


