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What God Wants 
 

Luke 5:1-11 
 

By Chris Losey 
 

INTRODUCTION 
What is it that Gods wants from people?  Is it their money, time, 
talents, or something else?    
 
Luke chapter five has many insights into what God desires from and for 
people.  You are invited to turn there as these truths are explored. 
 
Before diving into the text, here is a brief overview of previous events 
that set the stage for chapter five. 
 
Jesus had shown His authority over many things in chapter four. He had 
withstood the devil’s temptations (Lk 4:1-13).  He had overcome an 
angry crowd in his hometown who wanted to kill him (Lk 4:14-30).  He 
had taught marvelous truths that amazed the people in Capernaum and 
other cities (Lk 4:14, 15, 31-32).  He had cast out demons, healed 
numerous sick people and preached about the kingdom of God (Lk 
4:33-44).  His fame was spreading.  Lk 4:37 states, “And the report 
about Him was getting out into every locality in the surrounding 
district.”  Now he could hardly get away from the crowds.   
 
As Luke 5 begins, Jesus, is pressed hard by the crowds.  Verse one 
states, “Now it came about that while the multitudes were pressing 
around Him and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the 
lake of Gennesaret.”   
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The lake of Gennesaret, also known as the Sea of Galilee or lake of 
Chinnereth is 13 miles long and 9 miles wide.  It is located in northern 
Israel and was the place where Jesus performed much of His ministry.  
The Jordan River flows south out of the sea of Galilee and eventually 
empties into the Dead Sea.  The sea of Galilee is a beautiful place where 
many people fished to make their living during New Testament times.  
Several cities were located on its banks including Capernaum. 
 
As the story unfolds lets see just what God wants from and for people.  
The powerful truths tucked away in this passage can greatly encourage 
us in our Christian lives.   
 
1.  God wants people to come to Him - v1 
Luke 5:1 states, “Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing 
around Him and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the 
Lake of Gennesaret.” Ever since Jesus began His public ministry people 
surrounded Him.  He was like a magnet drawing people to Himself.  
When Jesus was there on the shore of the Sea of Galilee surrounded by 
crowds, I believe He was delighted. Jesus loved people and wanted to 
help them.   
 
In Mark 10:45 Jesus stated, “For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
 
Matthew 11:28 states, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest.”  
 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” 
 
Even though God wants people to come to Him, He wants them to 
come primarily for spiritual help. Many of those who came to Him came 
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seeking physical help. Jesus’ focus was on the eternal, but their focus 
was on the temporal. They had heard about or seen His incredible 
healing ministry, and either wanted to be healed or to see a miracle.  
Although healing was an important part of Jesus’ ministry, it was not 
His primary focus.   
 
In Luke 4:42 Jesus’ healing ministry became so popular that He had to 
depart to a lonely place to be alone and to get some rest.  But even 
there the multitudes found Him and tried to keep Him from going 
away.  At this point, Jesus said in verse 43, “I must preach the kingdom 
of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose.”   Notice 
that He did not say, “I must go and physically heal more people.”  His 
primary focus was preaching about the kingdom of God!  His healing 
ministry and other miracles were simply a way to validate His teaching.   
 
Unfortunately, because Jesus’ healing ministry is not as prevalent 
today, many people are not willing to receive His spiritual teachings. It 
is not that God does not heal people physically today, He does, but it’s 
not on such the grandiose scale like when He walked the earth.   
 
Recently I and another person were out visiting people in the 
neighborhood. We knocked on one person’s door and she answered 
with a smile. When we told her who we were she said that she had so 
much on her mind that she couldn’t talk to us right now. We smiled and 
left but I couldn’t help thinking that if she had a troubled mind, she 
missed her opportunity to hear about the One person who could really 
give her peace. 
 
Be assured that Jesus still wants people to come to Him, not for what 
they can get physically, but for what He can give to them spiritually: 
eternal life, love, joy, peace, patience, purpose and rest... 
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2.  God wants people to use their possessions for ministry - vv2,3 
Listen to Luke 5:2,3, 
 

2  And He (Jesus) saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; 
but the fishermen had gotten out of them, and were washing 
their nets.  3  And He got into one of the boats, which was 
Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little way from the land.  
And He sat down and began teaching the multitudes from 
the boat. 

 
As the crowds pressed in on Jesus, He found Himself pushed to the 
edge of the lake.  In order for everyone to hear Him, He decided that it 
would be best to put a little distance between Himself and the front 
row.  He could have performed a miracle and pushed the crowd back.  
He could have levitated Himself above the crowd.  He could have 
walked on the water to a place where the crowd could see Him better.  
He could have miraculously magnified His voice so that it carried to the 
back row. But instead, He chose to solve the problem another way.  He 
used Peter’s boat.   
 
God’s method is men. Instead of writing His name in the sky or having a 
voice come out of heaven, God chooses to use people and their 
possessions to do much of His work. Why does God use this method? I 
don’t know, it’s His choice. It is one of His mysteries. 
 
When Jesus asked to use Peter’s boat, it wasn’t as if Peter was a 
stranger. Peter had been introduced to Jesus at a previous time by his 
brother Andrew. Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist and had 
heard John say that Jesus was the Lamb of God.  The gospel of John 
1:35-37 records: 
 

35  Again the next day John (John the Baptist) was standing 
with two of his disciples,  36  and he looked upon Jesus as He 
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walked, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”  37  And the 
two disciples heard him speak and they followed Jesus. 

 
Verses 40-42 go on to state,  
 

40  One of the two who heard John (John the Baptist) speak, 
and followed Him (Jesus), was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother.  41  He found first his own brother Simon, and said to 
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which translated means 
Christ). 42  He brought him (Simon) to Jesus.  Jesus looked at 
him, and said, “You are Simon the son of John; you shall be 
called Cephas” (which translated means Peter). 

 
Peter had been told that Jesus was the Messiah. In Luke 5:5 Peter even 
called Jesus, Master. Simon believed Jesus to be the Messiah. Even 
though Peter was only a new Christian, Jesus requested the use of his 
boat. Peter obeyed and allowed Jesus to use it. Peter even rowed the 
boat and took it out a ways so that Jesus could better see and teach the 
crowd. 
 
Today, God calls us to use our possessions for the kingdom of God. Our 
homes, our cars, our backyards, our boats, our libraries or whatever 
else we possess. After all,  in an eternal sense we don’t really own 
anything. When we die we can’t take anything with us. It will all be left 
behind except our spirits. Even the things we think we own, we only 
possess for the time we are on this earth. Once we leave, they will be 
passed on to someone else. Are you making your possessions available 
for the kingdom?   
 
I am so excited that so many folks in our church make their possessions 
available. People open their homes for Bible studies and care groups.  
They make their cars available for taking people on outings, to retreats 
or to appointments. People have used their cameras and sports 
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equipment for ministry. They loan books from their libraries for others 
to read. They have given special gifts to purchase better equipment for 
the church so that ministry can go forward. What a privilege it is to use 
what we have to advance the kingdom of God! 
 
Rather than having a protectionist or hoarding mentality, God wants us 
to have a generous mindset that allows Him to use all we have to reach 
others for the kingdom! And really, everything we have is a gift from 
Him.   
 
3.  God wants people to come out of their comfort zones to minister vv 2,3 

When Jesus started His ministry that day, Peter and Andrew had just 
finished fishing and were washing their nets. They were busy. Not only 
were they busy, they were undoubtedly tired. Peter later says in verse 5 
that they had worked hard all night. I imagine once they finished 
washing their nets, they were ready to go home and rest. Not only were 
they busy and tired but they were probably a bit frustrated. They had 
fished all night and caught nothing! This was hardly the time to bother 
a bunch of brawny fishermen. But Jesus had other plans.   
 
The good news is that rather than argue or complain, Peter obeyed.  
Not only did he allow Jesus to use the boat but he piloted it and kept it 
in one spot so that Jesus could teach the crowd. Peter had willingly 
came out of his comfort zone in order to minister.  
 
One Sunday I was unusually tired and ready to go home after morning 
worship to get some rest before coming back in for a mid-afternoon 
counseling appointment and evening worship. Within thirty minutes, 
almost everyone had left. All I needed to do was turn off the lights, shut 
off the heat and lock the doors. About this time someone came up and 
said there was someone who wanted to talk to the pastor. This usually 
means that a homeless person wants food or money. With an inward 
sigh of frustration I headed over to talk to this person I had never seen 
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before. As I introduced myself I really wasn’t in the mood for a story of 
woe. After a busy week, I had my own story.  As it turned out my heart 
was deeply moved by the person and we ended up spending about an 
hour talking and praying together. God convicted me that He was 
incharge of my time and would give me whatever strength I needed to 
minister. God wanted me to be willing to come out of my comfort zone 
to touch a life that needed encouragement. 
 
I am so thankful for all of those who are willing to come out of their 
comfort zones to minister. With the busyness of life, most of us are 
stretched, tired and at times frustrated. But God still calls us to go the 
extra mile for Him. He certainly has gone the extra mile for us.   
 
Most of the men and women on the deacon and deaconess boards are 
stretched in their day-to-day lives and yet find time to give of their time 
and energy to God, often way above and beyond the call of duty.   
 
I know that there are youth workers who push themselves in ministry 
even when they don’t feel like it. There are a number of men who give 
of their time to come and paint at the church. All of them are up to 
their ears in their own jobs and yet make the time to come and minister 
in this way. 
 
There is one particular person who I know finds it hard to meet new 
people and yet has become part of our outreach ministry because she 
feels that God wants her to. As she has allowed herself to be stretched 
in this area, God has given her more peace so that when she meets new 
folks she feels much more comfortable. 
 
Are you allowing yourself to come out of your comfort zone when you 
are busy, tired, or frustrated, or do you pull into yourself and not allow 
the Lord to use you for His work? 
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Allow yourself to be stretched. God does not desire anyone to burn out 
but He does desire that we burn bright for Him. Just as nothing good 
comes easy, so it is with ministering for Him. 
 
4.  God wants people to obey even when they don’t feel like it - vv 4,5 
After Jesus addressed the crowd, listen to what happened next. Verses 
four and five state, 
 

4  And when He (Jesus) had finished speaking, He said to 
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets 
for a catch.”  5  And Simon answered and said, “Master, we 
worked hard all night and caught nothing, but at Your 
bidding I will let down the nets. 

 
When Jesus finished teaching the people He further took Peter out of 
His comfort zone by asking him to put out into the deep water and let 
down his nets. Undoubtedly the crowds who were watching this whole 
ordeal, knew Peter and wondered how he would respond. After all, 
Peter was an expert fishermen. Jesus was a carpenter. Peter knew that 
it was now too late in the day for the best fishing. Would he politely tell 
Jesus that he and his friends were done fishing? Would he flatly refuse 
and say that he needed to go home and get some sleep but would be 
happy to take Jesus fishing another time?  Would he pass the buck and 
say that since he had rowed the boat for Jesus, perhaps his partners 
James and John could use their boat to go out into deeper waters?  
Undoubtedly all eyes were on him. 
 
Because of all that Peter had seen Jesus do in the past (like heal his 
mother-in-law), Peter gave in to Jesus’ request. He expressed his 
skepticism but obeyed. 
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God wants people like Peter. He wants people to obey Him even when 
they don’t feel like it or think they know better.  The fact is none of us 
knows better than Jesus. 
 
The person who thinks he can toy with sin and not get burned may ruin 
his life. The student who thinks he can improve himself by cheating is 
only hurting himself. The person who thinks he should go into business 
with a non-Christian may live to regret it! 
 
The story is told of the man who was approached by a non-Christian 
friend with a great business opportunity that would turn a big profit.  
There was a building that could be easily upgraded and turned into 
condos.  Against his better judgment, the man took out a loan to buy 
and upgrade the building believing that he and his partner would turn a 
huge profit within a few years.  Unfortunately, when the contractors 
entered to upgrade the building they found lots of asbestos.  Suddenly 
the project turned into a monetary sink-hole and the man lost his entire 
investment.  How much better if he had obeyed Scripture which warns 
about going into business with non-believers (2 Cor 6:14). 
 
If Peter had followed his own desires he would have missed the largest 
catch of his life. 
 
Are you willing to obey God even when you don’t feel like it or when 
you think you know a better way?   
 
5.  God wants to reward those who step out in faith  vv6,7 
God honors those who obey His voice.  Luke 5:6,7 states, 
 

6  And when they (Peter and Andrew) had done this, they 
enclosed a great quantity of fish; and their nets began to 
break;  7  and they signaled to their partners in the other 
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boat, for them to come and help them.  And they came, and 
filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 

 
Those rewards often spill out onto others. 
 
6.  God wants us to see ourselves and Him for who we really are - 
vv8,9 
In Luke 5:8-10a Peter realized his own sinfulness. The verses state,  
 

But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, 
"Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!"  For amazement 
had seized him and all his companions because of the catch of fish 
which they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 

 
Peter recognized God’s Lordship and his own sinfulness. The disciples 
were amazed and saw things in a new way.  
 
7.  God wants believers to be fishers of men - v10 
In Luke 5:10 then states, “And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from 
now on you will be catching men."  Jesus reveals to Peter what He was 
wanting all along, that Peter and his friends become fishers of men 
which would involve telling others the good news of Jesus, and then 
helping them grow in their faith. 
 
8.  God wants people to see the true value of ministry - v11 
Although the disciples just had the greatest catch of fish ever in their 
careers, they were not inspired to return to fishing, but instead they 
were inspired to follow Christ.  Listen to Luke 5;11, “When they had 
brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.”  
They left their fishing profession to serve a greater need, which was to 
point people to the Kingdom of God. 
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CONCLUSION 
So what is it that God wants? 
 

He wants: 
1, People to come to Him 
2. People to use their resources to do ministry 
3. People to come out of their comfort zones to minister to others 
4. People to obey Him even when they don’t feel like it 
5. To reward those who step out in faith 
6. Us to see ourselves for what we truly are 
7. Believers to be fishers of men 
8. People to see the true value of ministry and become part of it 
 
Each of these things that God wants requires obedience on our part. 
Let’s commit ourselves to follow Christ and give Him what He desires. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


