
All Authority 
 

Luke 4:31-44 
 
INTRODUCTION 
What is authority?  How would you define it?   
 
When someone knows a lot about a subject or topic he is called an 
authority.  If a person is an expert on raising flowers, he might be called 
an authority on flowers.  If he is an expert on dinosaurs he might be 
called an authority in that field.  Authority is thus closely connected 
with KNOWLEDGE.   
 
People in authority often hold a certain POSITION.  A police chief has a 
position of authority.  A military commander is in a position of 
authority.  Authority is thus closely connected with POSITION.  The 
position is often bestowed upon them by others.  A police chief is 
appointed or elected by others.  A military commander is assigned to a 
certain command by an assignment board.   
 
A person’s position also gives him the RIGHT of action.  Someone might 
say, “What gives you the right to make that kind of decision?”  The 
RIGHT comes with the POSITION.  In the case of a military commander, 
his position gives him the RIGHT to send his unit into battle or to 
administer discipline to soldiers who do not obey. 
 
A person’s authority is also related to the POWER he possesses.  Some 
people have the power to hire and fire others.  Resource managers and 
governing boards of organizations often have this authority.  Authority 
is thus closely connected with POWER.  
 



KNOWLEDGE, POSITION, RIGHT and POWER are thus keys in 
understanding authority.  Authority might be defined as, “The right and 
power to command and be obeyed.” 
 
Shortly before Jesus ascended into heaven after His resurrection He 
talked to His disciples about His authority.  His words are recorded in 
Matthew 28:18-20, 
 

v18  And Jesus came up and spoke to them saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth,  v19  
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit,  v20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” 

 
The question arises, did Jesus have any authority early on in His 
ministry or only at the end.  As we continue our study in Luke chapter 
four it will be clearly seen that Jesus had a vast amount of authority 
early on.  This authority can give us great hope as Christians.  
 
I invite  you to turn in your Bible to Luke 4:31-44 as we see the 
authority of Jesus unfold as His public ministry begins.   
 
In the beginning of Luke 4 when Jesus was victorious in His temptation 
encounter with Satan it might be said that this showed His AUTHORITY 
OVER THE DEVIL.  He did not give in to Satan’s temptations and finally 
commanded Satan to leave.  . 
 
When Jesus went to His hometown (Lk 4:14-30), Nazareth, He was 
rejected by the people who subsequently attempted to push Him off a 
cliff.  It could be said that He had AUTHORITY OVER DANGER.  He had 
the power to protect Himself and He did.   



 
Listen now to Luke 4:31,32, 
 

v31  And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee.  
And He was teaching them on the Sabbath;  v32 and they 
were amazed at His teaching, for His message was with 
authority.   

 
Here it might be said that Jesus had: 
 
AUTHORITY IN DOCTRINE 
 
- the people were amazed at His teaching. 
- what does it mean that His message was with authority? 
- rabbis who taught often referenced what other rabbis had to say 
about a particular topic. 
- Jesus apparently taught differently.  He taught with great knowledge, 
power and from a different position than other teachers. 
- although we don’t know what He taught in Capernaum, we do get an 
idea of how He taught in other places.  
-  In Nazareth he read and talked about an Old Testament passage 
-  But He also shared new truth... this passage is fulfilled in your 
hearing. 
-  In Mt 5-7 in the Sermon on the Mount He taught many amazing 
things 
 -  Mt 5:3-9 - He gave brand new truth 
 -  Mt 5:27-28 - Verse on adultery - He explained OT in a new way 
 -  He not only quoted Old Testament passages 
 -  He often taught brand new truth and didn’t reference anyone 
- He spoke with great KNOWLEDGE, INSIGHT, and POWER.  It amazed 
the people.  What He said was true.  It was straight from the heart of 
God. 
  



Now listen to Luke 4:33-37 as we see Jesus’ 
 
AUTHORITY OVER DEMONS 
 

v33  And there was a man in the synagogue possessed by the 
spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud 
voice,  v34  “Ha!  What do we have to do with You, Jesus of 
Nazareth?  Have You come to destroy us?  I know who You 
are--the Holy One of God!”  v35  And Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be quiet and come out of him!”  And when the 
demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of 
him without doing him any harm.  v36  And amazement 
came upon them all, and they began discussing with one 
another saying, “What is this message?  For with authority 
and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come 
out.”  v37  And the report about Him was getting out into 
every locality in the surrounding district. 

 
- what are demons?  They are fallen angels 
- why did Jesus say, “unclean demon?”  Because Luke was writing to 
Greeks who believed in good and bad demons/spirits 
- the demon had undoubtedly heard about Jesus’ encounter with Satan 
- demons know their destiny - destruction 
- when no one else seemed to know, demons knew exactly who Christ 
was 
 -- this happened over and over in the book of Mark 
- demons obey Christ’s command 
 -- notice that Jesus didn’t kill the demon (that time is coming) 
 -- notice that Jesus did not allow the demon to hurt the man 
- again, the people were amazed 
  



Let’s now move to the next scenario in Lk 4:38-39 
 

v38  And He arose and left the synagogue and entered 
Simon’s home.  Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering 
from a high fever; and they made request of Him on her 
behalf.  v39  And stanidng over her, He rebuked the fever, 
and it left her; and she immediately arose and waited on 
them. 

 
This passage shows Jesus’ 
 
AUTHORITY OVER DISEASE 
Jesus just didn’t minister in the synagogue.  He ministered in homes 
and anywhere there were people 
- this was the home of Simon Peter and his brother Andrew 
- notice that Jesus’ responded to their request 
 -- He knew that she was sick 
 -- He waited for their request 
- He healed her instantaneously and completely 
 -- she obviously was so sick she was laying down 
 -- she not only arose, she also waited on them 
 
Verses Lk 4:40-41 further confirm Jesus’ authority over demons and 
disease: 
 

v40  And while the sun was setting, all who had any sick with 
various disceases brought them to Him; and laying His hands 
on every on of them, He was healing them.  v41  And demons 
also were coming out of may, crying out and saying, “You 
are the Son of God!”  And rebuking them, He would not 
allow them to speak, because they know Him to the the 
Christ. 

 



Verses 42-44 show Jesus’ need for rest and His mission of sharing the 
kingdom of God with others. 
 

v42 And when day came, He departed and went to a lonely 
place; and the multitudes were searching for Him, and came 
to Him and tried to keep Him from going way from them.  
v43  But He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God 
to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose.”  v44 
And He kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

 
It is clear from Luke 4 that Jesus possessed: 
 
AUTHORITY OVER THE DEVIL 
AUTHORITY OVER DANGER 
AUTHORITY IN DOCTRINE 
AUTHORITY OVER DEMONS 
AUTHORITY OVER DISEASE 
 
- you may be saying, “So what’s the point? 
 
AUTHORITY OVER THE DEVIL 
- 1 Peter 5:8,9 states, “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour.  v9  But resist him, firm in your faith... 
James 4:7 - Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you. 
 
Because the Spirit dwells in us, we can have victory over Satanic 
attacks. 
 
AUTHORITY OVER DANGER 
Jesus can protect us.   
 



AUTHORITY IN DOCTRINE 
We have the privilege of reading truth from the heart of God. 
2 Tm 3:16,17 
 
AUTHORITY OVER DEMONS 
I do not believe that demons can possess Christians because we are 
sealed by the Spirit  
 - this implies ownership and protection,  
We can be harrassed/tempted.  If Satan will flee, demons will, too. 
 
AUTHORITY OVER DISEASE 
God can heal us now if He chooses.  The man born blind.  We must be 
willing to submit to Him and what is best for His kingdom knowing that 
we will spend eternity with Him in heaven. But we must remember that 
our earthly bodies are temporary. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Knowing that Jesus has authority in all these areas should bring us great 
comfort and hope! 
 
 


