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INTRODUCTION 
Have you ever been rejected by someone?  Undoubtedly all of us have.  
Rejection hurts!  It makes a person feel like there is something wrong 
with him. It cuts deeply into his self-worth. It causes a person to keep 
up his guard and try to avoid any situations where he could be hurt 
again. 
 
Rejection comes in many shapes and sizes.  I know a person who sent a 
book into several publishers and got rejection letters from each one.  
Many young people try to break into the cool group at school only to be 
rejected. Others try out for a sports team and get cut.  Others try to 
make friends with someone they like, but get nowhere.  Many adults 
have applied for a car or house loan and get rejected for various 
reasons.  Some have applied for a job and been disappointed when 
someone else gets hired.   
 
No one wants to be rejected and yet rejection is part of living in a fallen 
world. Even Jesus was rejected. The account that will be explored in 
Luke 4:14-32 records an incident where He was rejected by the people 
in His hometown.  How sad!  Here He was, the perfect Son of God 
coming to share the good news with those He loved and had grown up 
with, and they rejected Him. 
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Have you ever been rejected for sharing the good news of Christ with 
someone? Just like any other rejection, this type of rejection is painful, 
too. Unfortunately, many Christians never put themselves in the 
situation to be rejected for sharing their faith, because they are afraid 
to share in the first place.  As the passage is explored I hope it will not 
only encourage you to be more active in sharing your faith, but also 
show you how to respond if rejection comes.  With these thoughts in 
mind, the following outline will guide us through this study in Luke 
4:14-32 entitled HOW TO DEAL WITH REJECTION. 
 
The RETURN to Nazareth - vv14-16a 
The REVELATION Of Jesus - vv16b-21 
The REJECTION By The People - v22 
The 1st RESPONSE Of Jesus - vv23-27 
The REACTION Of The People - vv28,29 
The 2nd RESPONSE Of Jesus - vv30-32 
 
The RETURN to Nazareth - vv14-16a 
Nazareth was Jesus hometown.  It must have been somewhat exciting 
for Him to return.  The headlines in the Nazareth Gazette might have 
read, “Hometown Boy Makes Good!”  Notice what verses 14-16a say... 
 
It was not an immediate return - Mt 13:53-58, Mk 6:1-6, Lk 4:14 
Luke 4:14 says that Jesus returned to Galilee not just Nazareth.  He had 
been other places before coming to Nazareth. Both Matthew and Mark 
also record Jesus’ return to His hometown.  In Luke’s account the 
reader might think that it was the first thing that happened but it was 
not. 
 
Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit 
Just as Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, now he returned 
to the region of Galilee. 
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Jesus’ reputation proceeded Him - vv14,15 
News about Him spread through all the surrounding district. v14 
He was praised by all!  v15 
 
The REVELATION Of Jesus - vv16b-21 
Jesus stood to read and sat to teach 
He read Isaiah 61:1,2a 
He said that He fulfilled these verses 
 
The REJECTION By The People - v22 
It was a prejudicial rejection 
 -- they heard the wisdom - Mk 6:2 
 -- the knew about the miracles - Mk 6:2 
 -- but they knew his family - Mk 6:3 
  --- His family was nothing special 
  --- Perhaps they even remembered His birth 
 
The 1st RESPONSE Of Jesus - vv23-27 
He did not retaliate 
Instead He: 
 -- Explained man’s desire for proof v23 
 -- Explained man’s tendency to reject - v 24 
 -- Explained the consequences of unbelief - vv25-27 
  --- Elijah and Zarephath the Sidonian - 1 Kings 17:1 
  --- Elisha and Naaman the Syrian - 2 Kings 5:1-14 
 
The REACTION Of The People - vv28,29 
They were in a rage 
They tried to push Jesus over a cliff 
 
The 2nd RESPONSE Of Jesus - vv30-32 
He relied on God’s protection - v30 
- John 10:17,18 - No man takes my life 
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He remained faithful to His calling - vv31,32 
 
Why did He remain faithful 
He knew who He was 
He knew about Heaven and Hell 
He loved the Father and desired to please Him above all else 
 
SOME SUMMARY PRINCIPLES 
Rejection will come and it will hurt 
It may come from those we care about the most 
We need to RESPOND IN THE RIGHT WAY 
- Don’t take it personally 
- Nudge people to move toward belief 
- Rely on God’s protection 
- Remain faithful to your calling 
 
TWO FINAL QUESTIONS 
1.  Are you willing to put yourself in the place of possible rejection in 
order to tell others about the good news of Jesus Christ? 
2.  Do you really believe it is worth sharing your faith even if you are 
rejected in order to keep people out of Hell? 
 
Start by praying this prayer:  Lord make me more like Jesus, willing to 
share and do what it takes to see folks come to You... 
 
 
 
 
 


