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JOHN THE BAPTIST 
A Man To Emulate 

 
Luke 3:1-22 

 
By Chris Losey 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Has there ever been anyone who you really wanted to be like?  Many 
young people admire and try to imitate sports figures or movie stars.  
But besides the rich and famous is there any person you really 
emulate?  To emulate means to strive to be like them. 
 
When I was about twelve years old there was one high-schooler who 
rode the school bus who I really admired.  He seemed to have it all 
together. He got along with everyone, no one messed with him, and he 
didn't horse-around like the other kids.  He was also a good athlete and 
student. I thought to myself many times, "I want to be like him when 
I'm in high school." 
 
Is it wrong to want to be like other people?  No, not if they are good 
examples.  Unfortunately some of the folks people admire aren't good 
examples at all.   
 
Assuredly, our ultimate example is Jesus Christ, and yet there are other 
men and women who exhibit godly character.  They are not perfect, but 
to the extent they follow Christ, we should want to be like them.   
 
The apostle Paul made a bold statement in 1 Corinthians 4:16, "I exhort 
you therefore, be imitators of me."   In 1 Corinthians 11:1 he further 
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stated, "Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ."  In Philippians 
3:17-19 Paul also said,  
 

v17  Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those 
who walk according to the pattern you have in us.  v18  For many 
walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,  v19  whose end is 
destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in 
their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 

 
This passage makes it clear that Christians are to follow the example of 
all who follow Christ.   
 
In 1620 John Robinson, one of the leaders of the Pilgrims, spoke to 
those folks who were about to board the Mayflower for America:   
 
I charge you before God that you follow me no further than you have 
seen me follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  If God reveals anything to you by 
any other instrument of His, be as ready to receive it as you were to 
receive any truth by my ministry... 
 
This was and is great advice.  We should follow those who follow Christ! 
 
The following study looks closely into the life of one man who loved 
and followed God.  He is a person who every Christian should emulate.  
His name is John the Baptist.  You are invited to follow along in your 
own Bible in Luke 3:1-22 as these points are revealed: 
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His Selection  vv. 1,2 
His Message  vv 3-14 
His Humility  vv 15-16 
His Clarity  v17 
His Persistence  v18 
His Stand  vv 19,20 
His Privilege  vv 21,22 
 
Let's begin with: 
 
His Selection  vv 1,2 
Listen to Luke 3:1,2: 
 

v1  Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,  v2  in the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. 

 
Notice there are nine different men mentioned here.  The first five are 
important rulers known by the area they ruled: 
 
Tiberius Caesar was the Roman emperor.  He was the son-in-law of 
Augustus Caesar and appointed co-regent by Augustus.  He became the 
emperor upon the death of Augustus in 14 AD and ruled until 37 AD.  
The Roman senate had not intended Augustus to appoint his own 
successor but Augustus got around their desires by appointing Tiberius 
as co-regent. 
 
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea.  He was the one who 
eventually gave in to the Jews' demands to crucify Jesus.  On at least 
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two occasions he said that he found no fault in Christ.  As Pilate sent 
Jesus to be crucified, he washed his hands in front of the crowd. 
 
Herod (Antipas) and Philip were of Jewish decent.  They were half-
brothers and sons of the infamous Herod the Great who had all the 
babies put to death in-and-around Jerusalem following Christ's birth.  
As tetrarchs (rulers of a fourth part of a kingdom) they ruled different 
parts of their father's kingdom after his death.  Herod ruled Galilee, 
while Philip ruled two regions to the northeast; Ituraea and Trachonitis.   
 
Lysanias is the last ruler mentioned in the list.  Although history 
substantiates his existence and rule, he is only mentioned this once in 
the New Testament.  
 
After the five rulers, two Jewish high priests are mentioned, Annas and 
Caiaphas.  The Jewish historian Josephus reveals in his writings that 
Annas was high priest from 6-15 AD,  at which time he was deposed by 
Roman officials.  Annas' son-in-law, Caiaphas, then became the official 
high priest, but Annas retained great power.  This is clearly seen when 
Jesus was later arrested. Christ was taken first to Annas and then to 
Caiaphas.  
 
Finally John and his father Zacharias are mentioned.  This is not the 
apostle John, but John the Baptist.  He is not a secular or religious ruler, 
he is simply called, the son of Zacharias.  John's father, Zacharias, was 
not a high priest, he was one of many thousands of Jewish priests alive 
at that time.   
 
There are two statements regarding John in verse two.  First, the verse 
states that the Word of God came to him.  Second, it came to him in 
the wilderness.  So what's the point?  The point is this, God was about 
to introduce the Messiah to the Jewish people.  He needed someone to 
preach repentance and to prepare the way.  He did not choose to send 
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His Word through a ruler like Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate, Herod 
Antipas, Philip or Lysanias.  He did not choose an important religious 
leader like Annas or Caiaphas.  He chose an obscure man, John.  In 
addition, God did not send His Word to a capital city or an important 
center of commerce, He sent it to the wilderness. 
 
Why did God choose John?  We know that John's father Zacharias had 
been told by God that he and his wife Elizabeth would be the parents of 
the forerunner of Christ.  But even so, John still had to make the 
personal choice to follow God.  And he made that choice.  Jesus said of 
John, "Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not 
arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist..."  John was not only 
chosen to be a Godly man, he chose to be one.   
 
In like manner God wants to use folks like you and me.  We don't have 
to be famous, just faithful.  We don't have to be men or women of 
great ability, just great availability.  We don't need to live in some 
important city, we can live anywhere, even in the wilderness.  God is 
not impressed with our worldly status or hometown.  He is looking for 
faithful people who love Him and want to be used by Him. 
 
Do you love God?  Do you want to be SELECTED by Him to be used in a 
special way?  You should.  If so, be a man or woman of Godly character 
like John.  You might not want to eat locust and wild honey, or wear 
camel skins like John, but you should want to emulate his Godly 
character. Food fads and clothing styles change over time, but Godly 
character remains the same.   
   
Besides wanting to be SELECTED like John, Christians should also 
emulate his message. 
 
 
 



6 
Copyright 1999 by Chris Losey 

 

His Message  vv 3-14 
John's message is one that every Christian should want for his own.  
Let's analyze it beginning with verse three.  "And he came into all the 
district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins."   
 
1.  John was bold in sharing his faith  v3 
He shared throughout the district of the Jordan.  Are we willing to share 
wherever we go?  Whether it is in a restaurant or airport, we must be 
ready to be a witness and to share our faith if God gives the 
opportunity.   
 
2.  John preached a message of repentance v3-6 
John did not preach a social or watered-down gospel.  He said that in 
order to receive forgiveness, people needed to repent.  Repentance is 
more than being sorry for ones sins, it means turning away from them.  
If a person is headed in one direction and repents, he does a one 
hundred and eighty degree turn and goes in the opposite direction.  
Rather than heading into sin, he heads away from it.   
 
Listen to Luke 3:4-6, 
 

v4  As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'make ready the way of 
the Lord, make His paths straight.  v5  Every ravine shall be filled 
up, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the 
crooked shall become straight, and the rough roads smooth;  v6  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 
This quote is from Isaiah 40:3-5.  In New Testament times when a king 
was going to travel, a group of workman would go out first to prepare 
the way.  They would fill in the chuck-holes in the road, level any 
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mounds, and remove any debris so that the king's travel would be 
smooth and quick.   
 
I remember the time we lived in Sumter, South Carolina when president 
Bush came to the city to honor the men and women of  Shaw Air Force 
Base for their participation in the Gulf War.  The president landed at 
Shaw AFB and traveled about ten miles to a local football stadium 
where he addressed the crowd.  Before driving along the route the 
president had other cars with secret service agents drive it first to be 
sure it was clear and safe.  They prepared his way. 
 
John's message did not call people to prepare roads but instead to 
prepare their hearts for the coming of the Messiah.  
 
As forerunners of Christ's second coming, we must be sure that we do 
not preach a social gospel but instead tell people that they need to 
repent and receive God's wonderful salvation. 
 
3.  He preached the importance of genuine faith  v7,8 
Another aspect of John's message involved the importance of genuine 
faith.  Listen to Luke 3:7,8: 
 

v7  He therefore began saying to the multitudes who were going 
out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers, who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come?  v8  Therefore bring forth fruits in 
keeping with repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, 
'We have Abraham for our father,' for I say to you that God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham." 

 
After reading the above verses a person might be tempted to say, 
"John, I don't think that talking this way is going to win you many 
friends.  People don't appreciate being called vipers."  But John may not 
have been referring so much to the multitudes as he was to the 
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religious leaders who came out to see him and were part of the crowd.  
Matthew 3:7,8 supports this view: 
 

v7  But when he (John the Baptist) saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of 
vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  v8  
Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance;" 

 
The Pharisees and Sadducees were two powerful Jewish religious sects.  
Although they claimed to love God, they were corrupt and latter 
opposed Jesus' ministry.  Jesus, on one occasion, called the Pharisees 
white-washed tombs (Mt 23:27).   
 
When John the Baptist saw these religious leaders in the crowd, he 
undoubtedly knew that most of them did not come to repent.  Instead, 
they may have come to see what was going on in his ministry.  After all, 
John's ministry was causing quite a stir.   John therefore told them to 
bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance.  In other words, if they 
were truly saved, they would work the works of God. John preached 
the importance of genuine faith. 
 
Christianity is not easy believism.  It is not a matter of saying "I repent" 
and then continuing in a life of sin.  Those who are truly saved will live 
differently.  Ephesians 2:8,9 make it clear that people are saved by 
God's grace through faith.  It is not as a result of works otherwise a 
person could boast about it.  On the other hand, the Bible clearly 
teaches that those who are truly saved will work the works of God.  
They will bring forth fruit in their lives in keeping with repentance.  The 
fruit they will bring forth is the fruit of good works and the fruit of the 
Spirit.  A person who never works the works of God is probably not 
saved, no matter what he says.  James 2:17 states, "Even so faith, if it 
has no works, is dead, being by itself."  Verse 18 goes on to say, "But 
someone may well say, 'You have faith, and I have works; show me 
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your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works.'"      
 
Our message to folks must also be one that calls them to genuine faith.  
It is not a matter of simply getting people to say, "I believe in Jesus."  A 
person must ask Christ to come into his life as Savior (the One who 
saves him from sin) and Lord (the One who controls his life).  When a 
person truly asks Christ to be Lord, Christ will not only save the person 
but begin to help that person to do His work.  The person will then 
bring forth fruit that should naturally follow repentance.  Genuine faith 
works! 
 
4.  He warned of coming judgment  vv 7-9,16,17 
In addition to calling people to genuine faith, John's message also 
included the warning of coming judgment.  In verse seven he referred  
“to "the wrath to come."  Listen now to verse nine,"And also the axe is 
already laid at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."  Judgment awaits 
all those who don't know Christ.  This is  sobering but true!   
 
Further along in the passage verses 16,17 state,  
 

v16  John answered and said to them, "As for me, I baptize you 
with the water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am 
not fit to untie the thong of His sandals;  He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire.  v17 And His winnowing fork is in His hand 
to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat 
into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire."  v18  So with many other exhortations also he preached the 
gospel to the people. 

 
Again, John speaks to the people of coming judgment.  He tells them 
that Jesus will baptize them with the Holy Spirit and fire.  All who 
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receive Christ will be baptized with the Holy Spirit and be saved.  Those 
who reject Christ will be baptized with fiery judgment.  John drives-
home this point through the illustration of the threshing floor.   
 
A threshing floor was where the wheat was brought after it had been 
cut in the field.  The stalks of wheat would be beaten to separate the 
kernels of wheat from the stalks (chaff).  The stalks would then be 
thrown into the air using a winnowing fork (like a pitch fork).  The wind 
would blow the chaff to the side while the heavier wheat kernels would 
fall in a pile to the ground.  The wheat kernels would then be collected 
and used for food.  The chaff would be collected and thrown into the 
fire.  In John's illustration he talks of the chaff being burned with 
unquenchable fire which is a graphic picture of hell.  
 
Many times today churches or individuals who share the gospel of 
Christ fail to share the whole story.  Gospel means "good news."  In 
order for there to be good news there also has to be "bad news."  The 
bad news is that those who die in their sin without Christ, go to hell.  
Because this is such bad news, many people don't want to share it.  
They are afraid that it will offend or scare the hearer... which actually 
may be true.  But failing to share this bad news does a great disservice 
to the hearers.  It lulls them into thinking that rejecting Christ is not a 
big deal.  Some folks who reject Christ simply think they are rejecting a 
person who loves them and who can forgive their sin.  They may think 
they are simply rejecting Jesus' version of an abundant life when they 
think their own version is better.  They need to know that rejecting 
Christ puts them on a fast-track to eternal separation from God, hell.  If 
they reject His love and forgiveness, they need to know exactly what 
they are doing.   
 
In sharing our faith we need to stress the love of God and the abundant 
life He offers, but we must not fail to share that judgment awaits all 
who reject God's offer of salvation. 
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5.  He told people practical ways to live their faith  vv 10-14 
John's message not only told people of God's judgment, but it gave 
them practical ways to live their faith.  When John warned the people 
of God's coming judgment and of their need to live-out their faith, 
some of them responded in a positive way.  Verse 10 states, "And the 
multitudes were questioning him (John), saying, 'Then what shall we 
do?'"  Their response is somewhat like that of the multitude who 
responded to Peter's sermon in Acts 2:37, "Now when they (the 
multitudes) heard this (Peter's message), they were pierced to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 'Brethren, what 
shall we do?'" 
 
In Luke 3:11-14 John the Baptist told the people what they should do.  
The things he told them would not save them.  They needed faith in 
God to be saved.  But the things he gave them to do would be evidence 
of their faith.  Listen now to verses 11-14. 
 

v11  And he would answer and say to them, "Let the man who has 
two tunics share with him who has none; and let him who has 
food do likewise."  v12  And some tax-gatherers also came to be 
baptized, and they said to him, "Teacher what shall we do?'  v13  
And he said to them, "Collect no more than what you have been 
ordered to."  v14  And some soldiers were questioning him, 
saying, "And what about us, what shall we do?"  And he said to 
them, "Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse 
anyone falsely, and be content with your wages." 

 
In these verses John gave the people two do's and two don'ts.   
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a. He instructed the people to share their resources with others.v11 
If they had two tunics they could give one to the person who had none.  
If they had extra food they could give to the people who needed it.  
 
b. He told tax-gatherers not to take advantage of their position v12 
They were not to gather more taxes than they had been ordered to.  It 
was a common practice for tax-gathers to gouge the people and keep 
any extra for themselves.   
 
c. He instructed soldiers not to take advantage of their position v14 
They were not to take money from people by force.  These were 
undoubtedly Roman soldiers.  It was not uncommon for Roman soldiers 
to take unfair advantage of Jews by making them carry their military 
equipment for a mile.  That is why Jesus said in Matthew 5:41, "And 
whoever shall force you to go one mile, go with him two." 
 
In addition John told the soldiers not to accuse anyone falsely.  It would 
be easy for soldiers, especially Roman soldiers to get away with this in a 
land like Israel where the Jews were subject to Rome. 
 
d. He told soldiers to be content with their wages v 
Finally, John told the soldiers to be content with their wages. 
 
These four ways of living out one's faith in God still apply today.  We 
need to share our resources as God gives the opportunity.  If you hear 
of a brother or sister in legitimate need, and you can help, you need to 
help; give money, loan a car, buy groceries.   
 
Besides helping other believers, Christians we need to reach out and 
help the needy of this world.  I am so encouraged when I hear of a 
family sponsoring a child through a group like World Vision or 
Compassion International. 
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In addition to sharing resources Christians need to be sure that they are 
not taking unfair advantage of others.  It seems that every day in the 
news there are people using their position for personal advantage in an 
unethical way.  Christians must not be guilty of this practice. 
 
In addition, Christians must not falsely accuse others. Although false 
accusations seem to be an everyday occurrence in secular society, 
believers need to guard their tongues carefully and only speak what is 
true. 
 
Finally, Christians need to be content with their wages.  This does not 
mean that a person cannot seek to improve himself, but in the mean 
time he needs to be content.  Many folks today are so consumed with 
chasing the elusive dollar that their lives are making little or no impact 
for the kingdom of God.  They are far more worried about the next 
commission check than the great commission. 
 
Another area where Christians should emulate John the Baptist is in 
regard to: 
 
His Humility  vv 15-16 
Listen now to verses fifteen and sixteen: 
 

v15  Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all 
were wondering in their hearts about John, as to whether he 
might be the Christ,  v16 John answered and said to them all, "As 
for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is 
mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals;  
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire." 

 
At this point John could have grabbed the glory for himself. He could 
have used his position to make a lot of money. He could have said, "Yes, 
I know you have been wondering whether or not I'm the Messiah, and I 
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just want to inform you that I am!  I would be happy to receive any 
donations toward the palace I intend to build..."  But instead, John gave 
glory where glory was due.  He pointed people to Christ, not himself.  In 
John 3:28-30, John the Baptist said,  
 

v28  You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, "I am not the 
Christ," but, "I have been sent before Him."  v29  He who has the 
bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the 
bridegroom's voice.  And so this joy of mine has been made full.  
v30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 
This is like the story of Paul and Barnabas in Acts 14:9-16 when people 
thought they were gods.  Listen to the text and observe the response of 
the two apostles. 
 

v9  This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had 
fixed his gaze upon him, and had seen that he had faith to be 
made well,  v10 said with a loud voice, "Stand upright on your 
feet."  And he leaped up and began to walk.  v11  And when the 
multitudes saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, 
saying in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have become like 
men and have come down to us."  v12  And they began calling 
Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief 
speaker.  v13  And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was just 
outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and 
wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds.  v14  But when the 
apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they tore their robes and 
rushed out into the crowd, crying out  v15  and saying, "Men, why 
are you doing these things?  We are also men of the same nature 
as you, and preach the gospel to you in order that you should turn 
from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and 
the earth and the sea, and all that is in them." 
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It is a rare man who does not grab the glory for himself.  Christians 
need to be sure that they are counted among this lot.  
 
The next quality of John the Baptist that every Christian should emulate 
is: 
 
His Clarity  v16,17 
He shared a clear message.  He painted word pictures and used 
illustrations that made his message come alive.  Listen to the word 
pictures in verses sixteen and seventeen: 
 

v16 John answered and said to them all, "As for me, I baptize you 
with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not 
fit to untie the thong of His sandals;  He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.  v17  And His winnowing fork is in His hand to 
thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into 
His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

 
John not only used the clear illustration of being unfit to untie Jesus 
sandals, but he also used the one of the threshing floor.  Every Jew had 
seen a threshing floor.  This illustration as explained earlier in the 
message was a powerful contrast between those on their way to 
heaven and those who would go to fiery judgment in hell.    
 
In like manner Christians should be able to explain what it takes to 
become a Christian in a way that relates to present-day people.  I have 
always enjoyed using the illustration of a chair.  Believing in Christ is 
much like sitting in a chair.  A person can stand a distance away from a 
chair and say, "I believe the chair will hold me."  But until he sits in it 
and puts his entire weight on it, he has not really believed in the chair.  
Salvation takes more than head belief, it takes heart belief or what 
might be called total commitment.  A true Christian makes a total 
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commitment to Christ.  He does more than believes that Christ exists, 
he puts his faith in Him. 
 
Another similar illustration is that of a rope bridge.  A person could look 
at a rope bridge spanning a gorge and say, "I believe the bridge will 
hold me."  This is only head belief.  In order to have heart belief, a 
person must get on the bridge and cross it.  Only then has he put his 
trust in the bridge.  So it is with Christ.  To be saved a person must 
believe in his heart and put his whole trust on Christ. 
 
Are you able to share your Christian faith with clarity?  It is crucial! 
 
Another of John the Baptist's noteworthy qualities is: 
 
His Persistence  v18 
Verse eighteen states, "With so many other exhortations also he 
preached the gospel to the people."  John didn't share his faith once 
and quit. He kept at it. He used many other exhortations in presenting 
the gospel. If one thing didn't work, he tried something else. 
 
Regarding the subject of persistence here are some interesting quotes: 
 
"There aren't any hard and fast rules about being successful in what 
you do, just hard ones.” 
"In order to live off a garden you practically have to live in it." 
"By persistence, the snail reached the Ark." 
"Triumph is just umph added to try." 
 
One famous writer said, "It took me fifteen years to discover I had no 
talent for writing, but I couldn't give it up because by the time I was too 
famous." 
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George Bernard Shaw said, "When I was a young man I observed that 
nine out of ten things I did were failures.  I didn't want to be a failure, 
so I did ten times more work." 
 
Galatians 6:9 states, "And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due 
time we shall reap if we do not grow weary."  
 
In the Christian life it is easy to get discouraged and want to give up.  
Don't!  Be persistent. Keep on keeping on. God will give the increase in 
His timing.  Remember, it is God who brings the increase, not us!  His 
work, done persistently in His way, will bring results in His time. 
 
A fifth quality in John's life worthy of emulation is: 
 
His Stand  vv 19,20 
Listen to verses nineteen and twenty,   
 

v19  But when Herod the tetrarch was reproved by him on 
account of Herodias, his brother's wife, and on account of all the 
wicked things which Herod had done,  v20 he added this also to 
them all, that he locked John up in prison. 

 
The Herod mentioned in this passage is Herod Antipas, the son of 
Herod the Great. Herodias was the daughter of Aristobulus.  
Aristobulus, like Herod (Antipas) and Philip was also a son of Herod the 
Great. Herodias had been married to Philip, (Mark 6:17) but Antipas 
talked her into leaving Philip to marry him. Herod Antipas was thus 
guilty of both encouraging a divorce and incest. 
 
Leviticus 18:16 says, "You shall not uncover the nakedness of your 
brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness."  John rightly spoke out 
against Herod's sins.  This angered Herod Anitpas who had John 
arrested and later killed.  I don't believe that John went around pointing 
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out everyone's sins, but he did point out Herod's sin because Herod was 
a Jew and in a position of authority.  As a ruler, Herod was supposed to 
be a godly example to the people. Herod was anything but godly. 
 
Today it is unpopular to stand against sin, but Christians need to do it.  
It is easy to turn a blind eye but this encourages more sin.  As someone 
correctly stated, "All it takes for evil to prevail is for God's people to do 
nothing."  Even at the risk of personal hardship, Christians need to 
stand against sin. 
 
The final quality in John's life mentioned in this passage that every 
Christian should emulate is: 
 
His Privilege  vv 21,22 
Listen to verses twenty one and twenty two, 
 

v21  Now it came about when all the people were baptized, that 
Jesus also was baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was 
opened,  v22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily 
form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, "Thou art My 
beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased." 

 
Because of John's faithfulness, God blessed him mightily.  John had 
several amazing privileges.  First he was the one human in all history 
who had the privilege of baptizing the Son of God.  Second he got to 
observe a visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit when the Spirit 
descended upon Jesus like a dove. Third, he had the privilege of hearing 
the audible voice of God when the Father said about Jesus, "Thou art 
My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased." Wow! 
 
As we seek to be faithful to God, He may give us special blessings as 
well.  We may never hear the audible voice of God or see a physical 
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manifestation of the Spirit but the blessings we receive will be just right 
for us. 
 
CONCLUSION   
John the Baptist was a great man of God.  He was selected by God to be 
the forerunner of Christ. His message was powerful. He preached with 
boldness. He preached a message of repentance and spoke of the need 
for genuine faith. He warned people of coming judgment and gave 
them practical ways to live their faith. He was humble. He spoke with 
clarity. He was persistent and not afraid to take a strong stand against 
sin even though it cost him dearly. And because of John's godly 
character, God the Father gave him the privilege to Baptize Christ, see a 
physical manifestation of the Spirit and to hear God's audible voice!   
 
As Christians look around this world for people to emulate they would 
do well to start with John the Baptist.  May God bless you as you seek 
to follow those who follow Christ. 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST 
A Man To Emulate 
 
1.  His Selection vv 1,2 
He was chosen by God but he also chose to be a man of God. 
 
2.  His Message  vv 3-14 
 

a. He was bold in sharing his faith  v3 
 
b. He preached a message of repentance  vv 3-6 
 
c. He preached the importance of genuine faith  vv 7,8 
 
d. He warned of coming judgment  vv 7-9 
 
e.  He told people practical ways to live their faith  vv 10-14 

 
3.  His Humility  vv 15,16 
 
4.  His Clarity  vv 16,17 
 
5.  His Persistence  v18 
 
6.  His Stand  vv 19,20 
 
7.  His Privilege  vv 21,22 
 


