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A NEW DAY, A NEW YEAR 
or 

How will you respond to Jesus this year? 
 

Luke 2:21-38 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
May I ask you a question?  If you are a Christian, what difference has 
Christ made in your life this past year?  Realistically has your life been 
much different than that of a typical non-Christian?  And I don't just 
mean church attendance.  Have your habits, language, priorities, 
thought processes, use of money and use of time been Christ-like?  Or 
were you simply enjoying having Jesus as Savior but not really 
committed to Him as Lord?  My intention in asking these questions is 
not to heap guilt or make anyone angry but simply to challenge each of 
us to evaluate his or her walk with God. 
 
The bottom-line question I want you to answer by the time you finish 
listening to this message is, "How will you respond to Jesus this year?"  
In other words, what will you do this year because Jesus Christ is in 
your life?  (If you are not a Christian, the first thing you need to do is 
receive Christ as Savior and Lord.  See the end of this message for more 
information on how to do that.)   
 
The Scripture that will be investigated in this message is Luke 2:21-38.  
In it Joseph and Mary take Jesus to Jerusalem to do what is prescribed 
by Jewish law.  While there they meet two choice people; Simeon and 
Anna.  Both individuals have powerful responses to Christ.  Their 
responses and those of Joseph and Mary give key insights into how all 
Christians should respond to the Lord. 
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As the text is explored, the following outline will unfold: 
 
I.    JOSEPH AND MARY'S OBEDIENCE 
II.   SIMEON'S PRAISE 
III. JOSEPH AND MARY'S AWE 
IV. SIMEON'S BLESSING 
V.  ANNA'S PROCLAMATION 
 
Let's dig in! 
 
I.    JOSEPH AND MARY'S OBEDIENCE 
 
In the first part of Luke chapter two, Jesus is born and the shepherds 
come to visit Him.  Joseph and Mary are forever changed with the 
arrival of their new baby.  How did they respond to Christ?  Listen 
carefully to verses 21-24: 
 
v21  And when eight days were completed before His (Jesus') 
circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before He was conceived in the womb.  v22  And when the days 
for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, 
they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  v23 (as it 
is written in the Law of the Lord,  'Every first-born male that opens the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord.')  v24 and to offer a sacrifice 
according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, "A pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons."   
 
Notice the various activities that take place in the text.   
 
Circumcision 
Mary and Joseph's first had Jesus circumcised.   When God made a 
covenant with Abraham in the Old Testament in the book of Genesis, 
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He specified that part of the covenant was for Abraham and his 
descendants to circumcise every male child.  Listen to Genesis 18:10-
13, 
 

v10  This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and 
you and your descendants after you; every male among you shall 
be circumcised.  v11  And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of 
your foreskin; and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me 
and you.  v12  And every male among you who is eight days old 
shall be circumcised throughout your generations, a servant who 
is born in the house or who is bought with money from any 
foreigner, who is not of your descendants.  v13  A servant who is 
born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely 
be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an 
everlasting covenant. 

 
Notice, too, that there was a specified time for circumcision.  It was to 
be done on the eighth day after a child was born.  Why the eighth day?  
God does not say, but modern medical research has shown that vitamin 
K, a coagulating agent in the blood, is at the highest level in a person's 
body on the eighth day.  After peaking on that day the amount of 
vitamin K tapers off to a lower level where it remains throughout a 
person's life.  If a child is to be circumcised it is best to do it on the 
eighth day to avoid excessive bleeding and to promote quicker healing.  
This minimizes the risk of infection.  Today, children who are 
circumcised are given an injection of vitamin K so that they may be 
circumcised on other days.  
 
Why did Joseph and Mary have Jesus circumcised?  They did it in 
obedience to the law.  
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Naming 
The second activity in Luke 2:21-24 involves giving Jesus His name.  The 
text states, "His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before He was conceived in the womb."   
 
Joseph and Mary named their child Jesus per the instructions of the 
angel Gabriel.  The name Jesus is the equivalent of the Old Testament 
name Joshua and means "Jehovah is salvation."   
 
If it had been up to them, Joseph and Mary may have named Jesus 
something else, but they gave Him the name Jesus in obedience to God. 
 
Purification 
The third activity mentioned in Luke 2:21-24 is purification.  Again, the 
passage states: 
 

v22  And when the days for their purification according to the law 
of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to 
present Him to the Lord  v23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord,  'Every first-born male that opens the womb shall be called 
holy to the Lord.')  v24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what 
was said in the Law of the Lord, "A pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons."  

 
In the book of Leviticus the law stated that there was a time of 
purification required for a woman after she gave birth to a child.  Listen 
to law as stated in Leviticus 12:1-5. 
 

v1  Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, v2 "Speak to the sons of 
Israel, saying, 'When a woman gives birth and bears a male child, 
then she shall be unclean for seven days, as in the days of her 
menstruation she shall be unclean.  v3  And on the eighth day the 
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flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.  v4  Then she shall 
remain in the blood of her purification for thirty-three days; she 
shall not touch any consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary, 
until the days of her purification are completed.  v5  But if she 
bears a female child, then she shall be unclean for two weeks, as 
in her menstruation; and she shall remain in the blood of her 
purification for sixty-six days.   

 
The passage states the time of purification for a woman having a son 
was forty days.   The first seven days she would be considered unclean 
just like during menstruation.  The other 33 days had to do with having 
the baby although no specific reason is given for the number of days.  
 
The time of purification for a woman having a daughter was 80 days. 
Again, the extended time of being considered unclean is not stated.   
Perhaps it had to do with the fact that later on the female child would 
herself have discharges making her unclean for a time. 
 
Mary probably did not totally understand why she had to go through 
the time of purification other than that is what the law stated.  She 
could have argued that there was no way she could be considered 
unclean because she gave birth to the sinless Son of God, but instead of 
questioning or arguing, she simply obeyed. 
 
Presentation 
A fourth activity mentioned in Luke 2:21-23 is Joseph and Mary 
presenting Jesus to the Lord at Jerusalem.  Listen to Luke 2:22,23: 
 

 v22  And when the days for their purification according to the law 
of Moses were completed, they brought Him (Jesus) up to 
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  v23 (as it is written in the 
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Law of the Lord,  'Every first-born male that opens the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord.') 

 
The law taught that every first-born child belonged to God.  Exodus 
13:1,2 makes that fact clear,  "v1  Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, v2 Sanctify to Me every first-born, the first offspring of every 
womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to 
Me."  The passage in Exodus goes on to explain that every first-born is 
to be dedicated to the Lord as a reminder of what God did when the 
nation of Israel left Egypt.  Listen to Exodus 13:14,15: 
 

v14  And it shall be when your son asks you in time to come, 
saying, "What is this?"  then you shall say to him, "With a 
powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house 
of slavery.  v15  And it came about when Pharaoh was stubborn 
about letting us go, that the Lord killed every first-born of man 
and the first-born of beast.  Therefore, I sacrifice to the Lord the 
males, the first offspring of every womb, but every first-born of 
my sons I redeem." 

 
The presentation of Jesus in Jerusalem by Joseph and Mary was an act 
of obedience to God.  It may have cost them time, effort and finances 
to make the trip but they wanted to be sure to obey all that God 
commanded. 
 
Offering 
The final activity mentioned in Luke 2:21-24 is that of Mary's offering.  
This, too, was required by law.  Verse 24 states that they had also come 
to Jerusalem, "To offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law 
of the Lord, 'A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.'"   
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The specific law in the Old Testament that required this sacrificial 
offering is found in Leviticus 12:6-8 : 
 

v6  And when the days of her purification are completed, for a son 
or for a daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the doorway of 
the tent of meeting, a one year old lamb for a burnt offering, and 
a young pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering.  v7  Then he shall 
offer it before the Lord and make atonement for her; and she 
shall be cleansed from the flow of her blood.  This is the law of her 
who bears a child, whether a male or a female.  v8  But if she 
cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons, the one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin 
offering; and the priest shall make atonement for her, and she 
shall be clean. 

 
The offering that Mary and Joseph made for purification was not a lamb 
and a turtle dove or pigeon, but a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.  This indicated that Mary and Joseph were poor.  They could 
not afford a lamb.  Even in their poverty they did what was required in 
the law.   
 
In review, Joseph and Mary responded to having Jesus in their lives by: 
 
- having Him circumcised 
- giving Him the name Jesus  
- going through the required time of purification 
- presenting Him to the Lord in Jerusalem 
- making the appropriate offerings  
 
All of these things were done as acts of OBEDIENCE to the Lord and His 
Word.   
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Do you see the pattern?  It is one of obedience!  Having Jesus born into 
their family could have made Joseph and Mary proud, and caused them 
to think they were somehow above the Law and didn't need to do all 
that God required.  Instead, the young couple humbled themselves and 
were obedient in every area.   
 
Their pattern of response to Jesus is a good example for every Christian 
to follow.  Are you seeking to be obedient in every area of life?  Many 
people like to compartmentalize their lives.  They are willing to be 
obedient in some areas but like to keep others for themselves.   
 
When Jesus came, He did not come to be Lord of one or two areas of 
our lives, He wants to be Lord of every area.  He wants us to bring 
thoughts, words and actions into subjection to Him.  Are you willing to 
do that?  Am I? 
 
Joseph and Mary were five for five in obedience to God.  They didn't 
say, "OK, we'll have our son circumcised and even present Him to the 
Lord, but as for giving Him the name Jesus, we draw the line there.  You 
see we have had our hearts set on the name Sam for as long as we can 
remember.  God, we're sure You'll understand.  And regarding 
purification or making those offerings, we don't have the time or 
money.  You see the angel told us that Herod might try to kill Jesus so 
we feel the need to head to Egypt as soon as possible before the time 
of purification is up.  Again, Lord, we know You'll understand." 
 
Joseph and Mary didn't rationalize, they simply obeyed.   
 
Although the blanket statement could be made that Christians should 
respond in obedience to God just as Joseph and Mary did, the 
application could go deeper. 
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Circumcision 
Since Christians are under the new covenant of Christ (1 Corinthians 
11:25) they are not required to physically circumcise their male 
children, although it may be a good idea for health reasons.  But 
Christians are to be involved in spiritual circumcision of the heart. 
Listen to Romans 2:28, 29: 
 

v28  For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is 
circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  v29  But he is a 
Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the 
heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from 
men, but from God. 

 
In addition, 1 Corinthians 7:19 states, "Circumcision is nothing, and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the 
commandments of God." 
 
These verses teach that circumcision’s importance is spiritual, not 
physical.  It is where God comes in and spiritually cuts out the crud in 
our hearts and gives us a new heart.  With that new heart, we are to be 
obedient to Him.  It is obedience to Him that counts. 
 
Naming 
Christians are not obligated to give their children certain names, but 
they are to call upon the name of the Lord.  1 Corinthians 1:2 states,  
 

“To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have 
been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in 
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord 
and ours.” 
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2 Timothy 2:22  also states, "Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord 
from a pure heart."   Christians everywhere are to be pure and to call 
upon the Lord. 
 
Purification 
There is no requirement today for Christian women to go through a 
time of purification after having a baby, but all Christians are to be pure 
and holy.  1 Peter 1:15,16 states, "But like the Holy One (Jesus) who 
called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is 
written, 'You shall be holy, for I am holy.'"  Because God is holy, we are 
to be holy in all our behavior. 
 
Presentation 
There is also no requirement for Christians to present their children to 
the Lord although it is a good idea to dedicate them to the Lord.  But 
more importantly, Christians are to present themselves to the Lord.  
Mark 12:30 says, "And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength."    
 
Do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? 
 
Offering 
There is not requirement today for Christians to sacrifice animals as sin 
offerings.  Jesus died once for all.  Christians are however to offer 
themselves as living sacrifices as is stated in Romans 12:1, 
"I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship." 
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Notice that presenting oneself to God is not some monumental feat.  
Scripture states that it is a Christian's reasonable service of worship.  It 
is only the reasonable thing to do based on all Christ has done for us. 
 
In summary, are you: 
- allowing God through the Spirit to circumcise your heart 
- calling upon the name of the Lord to help you in every area of life 
- living a pure and holy life 
- presenting yourself to God and loving Him with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength 
- offering yourself as a living and holy sacrifice to Him? 
 
If we name the name of Christ, these things should mark our lives this 
year.  This is how we should respond to Him. 
 
Let's now move on from Joseph's and Mary's response of OBEDIENCE to 
Simeon's response of PRAISE. 
 
II.   SIMEON'S PRAISE 
 
Listen to how Simeon responded to Christ in Luke 2:25-32. 
 

v25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the 
consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  v26 And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  v27  And he came in 
the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  v28  then 
he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, v29  "Now 
Lord, Thou dost let Thy bondservant depart in peace, according to 
Thy word;  v30  For my eyes have seen Thy salvation,  v31  which 
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Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples,  v32  a light of 
revelation to the gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel."  

 
These verses reveal that Simeon was a devout and righteous man who 
looked forward to the coming of the Messiah.  He was also empowered 
by the Holy Spirit for the text states that "the Holy Spirit was upon 
him."  It also states that "he came in the Spirit into the temple."  In 
other words the Spirit of God led him there.   He also had a distinct 
blessing from God.  God had revealed to him, although we don't know 
how, that he would not die before he saw the Lord's Christ.  Christ 
means anointed one.  God the Father was now fulfilling His promise to 
Simeon by letting him see baby Jesus.  When Simeon saw Jesus he 
responded in two ways: first he took Him in his arms, and second he 
blessed God.  Let's examine each response. 
 
He took Jesus into his arms 
When the Holy Spirit revealed Jesus' identity to Simeon, he at once 
took Christ into his arms.  It must be noted that Simeon was not 
necessarily a priest.  He was simply a man in Jerusalem who loved the 
Lord, and who the Spirit led into the temple.   
 
The act of taking Jesus into his arms showed that Simeon wanted to be 
close to Jesus.  It is interesting that Mary and Joseph allowed Simeon to 
do this since he was not necessarily a priest and there is no indication 
that they knew Simeon prior to the temple encounter.   
 
It is also ironic that a man could hold God.  We often sing the song, 
"He's Got The Whole World In His Hands," referring to God holding the 
entire world and universe in His hands.  Yet, when Jesus came to earth 
and took on the form of a man, it was possible for a man to hold the 
infinite God in his finite hands.  Amazing! 
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It is clear from the text that Simeon was a believer.  He loved God and 
lived a righteous life, but Simeon possessed a quality that every 
believer should possess.  He wanted to be ever closer to God.  When it 
was revealed to him who Jesus was, he did not fall on His knees or 
stand at a distance and say, "What a beautiful child," or "Do you know 
who you are holding?"  Instead, he immediately drew close to the Lord.  
He wanted to touch the Savior! 
 
One of our key responses to Christ in the New Year should be to draw 
ever closer to Him. We should want to touch Him.  We do this by 
spending time in His Word and prayer.  How are you doing in this area?  
What plans have you made to ensure that drawing closer to God is a 
reality in your life?  
 
Hebrews 10:22 states, "Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith..." 
 
I love the old Hymn "Draw Me Nearer."  The words are as follows: 
 

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice,  
and it told Thy love to me; 
But I long to rise in the arms of faith,  
and be closer drawn to Thee. 
 
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,  
to the cross where Thou hast died; 
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,  
To Thy precious bleeding side. 
 
Consecrate me now to Thy service,  
Lord, by the power of grace divine; 
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, 
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 and my will be lost in Thine. 
 
O, the pure delight of a single hour  
that before Thy throne I spend, 
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God,  
I commune as friend with friend! 

 
Let us all respond to Christ by drawing nearer to Him this year in His 
Word, through prayer, through worship and obedience. 
 
Simeon's second response was that he blessed/praised God. 
 
He blessed God 
Listen again to verse Luke 2:28-32, 
 

v28  then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 
v29  "Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bondservant depart in peace, 
according to Thy word;  v30  For my eyes have seen Thy salvation,  
v31  which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples,  v32  
a light of revelation to the gentiles, and the glory of Thy people 
Israel."  

 
What does it mean to bless God?  I thought that God was the One who 
blessed us!  The word bless means to praise.  It is the Greek word 
eulogeo from eu meaning good and logeo meaning to speak words.  
Blessing or praise means to speak well of another.  When we praise 
God, we speak well of Him.  
    
Notice how well Simeon spoke of God.  He praised God for the blessings 
He had bestowed on him.  By allowing Simeon to see Jesus, God 
allowed Simeon to have great peace.  He allowed him to see his future 
Savior.  Simeon was basically thanking God for the many blessings God 
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had brought to him through Christ.  This response of counting ones 
blessings is a powerful one to follow.   
 
Someone said the most difficult math for many people is counting their 
blessings.  They never seem to master it.  Our tendency as sinners is to 
think that we deserve and should get the credit for any good thing 
which comes our way.  Instead we need to see the truth of James 1:17, 
"Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation, or shifting shadow."  God is responsible for the good in our 
lives.  We don't deserve it but He gives it anyway. 
 
One story that illustrates the usual ungratefulness of people involves 
letters to Santa.   
 
A new York paper devoted may pages over several weeks to printing 
letters of children to Santa Claus.  Several weeks after Christmas, an 
editorial was printed stating that of the thousands of letters, only one 
writer followed up with a letter of thanks to Santa Claus after 
Christmas.   
 
We know that it is God, not Santa who is the giver of gifts.  How much 
more should we remember to thank Him?  We need to learn to count 
our blessings every day.   
 
After Simeon's response Mary and Joseph had another response to 
Christ.  It was one of awe. 
 
III. JOSEPH'S AND MARY'S AWE 
 
Listen to verse 33, "And His father and mother were amazed at the 
things which were being said about Him."   Both Mary and Joseph knew 
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that Jesus was the Messiah because God had previously revealed it to 
them.  But when they heard Simeon's praise of Christ it made them 
stand in awe.  Perhaps Simeon's words brought to the forefront of their 
minds that their Son really was the Messiah.  Perhaps among all of the 
other activities the fact of Christ's deity had waned a bit in their minds. 
 
Isn't that the way it is with people?  We get some great thing and 
before long we take it for granted.  Most of us have bought a new car at 
some time in our lives.  Perhaps it wasn't brand new, but new to us.  I 
remember getting one such car.  I loved the seats, the dash, and 
especially the power.  Sometimes I liked to just go out and sit in it and 
play the stereo.  Wow.  But after a year or so, the newness began to 
wear off.  I still liked the car but somehow it had lost its original charm. 
 
Unlike a car, Jesus never wears out, but we can still take Him for 
granted. 
 
There is a poem called "The Wonder Of Christmas"  that shows how 
easy it is to lose ones awe: 
 

When first the young boy got his gift, his  
eyes were filled with awe 
The gift was new, fresh and clean,  
specialness he saw 
 
But soon days past, the gift grew plain,  
though it did not change. 
Only how he looked at it,  
the awe was gone, how strange... 
 
When first we get a special gift 
 its wonder holds us fast, 
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But familiar things soon gain contempt,  
the awe seems not to last. 
 
But there's One Gift that God has given  
that never should grow old, 
The Christmas Babe who came for us,  
and died to save our souls. 
 
If you have lost your awe-filled gaze  
when looking at God's Son, 
Fall on your knees and pray awhile,  
that awesomeness will come! 

 
Some people have seen a volcanic peak like Mt. Shasta or Mt. Rainier.  
I'll never forget the first time I saw Mt. Rainier.  It was beautiful from a 
distance, like a jewel.  Then I remember going onto the mountain.  The 
closer we drove the bigger the mountain became.  When we finally 
were on the side of the mountain at the little village known as Paradise, 
the mountain was all encompassing.   I stood in awe when I saw it up 
close with all the carved glacier gorges, canyons, streams and trees.  So 
it is with Christ.  The closer we draw to Him, the more we will be filled 
with awe! 
   
After Joseph's and Mary's response of awe, Simeon had yet another 
response. 
 
IV.  SIMEON'S BLESSING 
 
Listen to Luke 2:34-35 
 

v34  And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, 
"Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in 
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Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--  v35  and a sword will pierce 
even your own soul -- to the end that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed." 

 
Simeon took time to bless Jesus' parents.  The blessing not only 
included what the powerful ministry of Christ would be but also the 
pain Mary would feel when Christ was rejected.   
 
As Christ's presence caused Simeon to bless Joseph and Mary, His 
presence in our lives should cause us to bless one another.  Ephesians 
4:29 states, "Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but 
only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the 
moment, that it may give grace to those who hear."  Christian speech 
should be full of the edification of others that brings God's grace into 
their lives.  Let's make it a point to build up and bless one another 
rather than tear each other down. 
 
The final responses to Christ in the passage are from Anna the 
prophetess. 
 
V. ANNA'S PROCLAMATION 
 
Listen to verses 36 through 39. 
 

v36  And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher.  She was advanced in years, having lived 
with a husband seven years after her marriage,  v37 and then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four.  And she never left the temple, 
serving night and day with fastings and prayers.  v38  And at that 
very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and 
continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
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Anna had three responses to Jesus: 
 
She came up 
First, Anna drew near to Jesus.  This response was very similar to that of 
Simeon. 
 
She began giving thanks to God 
Next she praised God.  Again this was just like Simeon. 
 
She spoke of Jesus to others 
Third, Anna shared the good news with all who would listen.  In essence 
she became an evangelist!  Sharing our faith with others should be a 
normal activity of Christians.  The following true story illustrates this 
point. 
 
A businessman landed at the Dallas airport and realized he had one 
hour and twenty minutes before his next plane connection.  He 
thought, How can I be used of the Lord here?  He had a supply of 
Gospel tracts with him.  He inserted one of his business cards inside 
each tract.  Then he gave these to single men sitting waiting for their 
planes. 
 
But he didn't just hand them out and pass on.  Instead he said to each 
man, "Pardon me.  I have a little booklet here that explains how a 
person can become a Christian.  Inside is my business card.  I would like 
you to read this over and if you have any questions, I will be sitting over 
there.  I have some time before my plane takes off.  Or if you would like 
to write, my address is there." 
 
At the end of the hour and twenty minutes, several men had asked him 
questions about  how to become a Christian.  And, for weeks 
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afterwards, the man received correspondence because of the business 
cards in the tracts. 
 
CONCLUSION 
So, how will you respond to Christ this year.  Five ways we can respond 
are the ones covered in this message.  We can: 
 
1.  Be obedient to all that is written in the law just like Joseph & Mary. 
2.  Draw near to Jesus and praise God like Simeon did. 
3.  Be in awe of Jesus just like Joseph and Mary.  
4.  Bless other believers just like Simeon blessed Joseph and Mary. 
5.  Share the good news of salvation with others just like Anna did. 
 
If we make it a priority to respond in these ways, God will do great 
things in our lives!  If we need to make changes, let's start today! 
 
NOTE ON HOW TO RECEIVE CHRIST AS SAVIOR: 
If you have never received Christ into your life to be your Lord and 
Savior, here is what you should know.  The Bible says that all of us are 
sinners.  We have all fallen short in our thoughts, words, and actions.  
Our sin separates us from God.  Those people who die in their sin will 
be eternally separated from God in hell.  The good news is that God 
loved us so much He sent Christ to die for us.  Christ death pays the 
penalty for our sin, but salvation is not automatic.  We must ask Him to 
come into our lives to be Savior and Lord.  If this is the desire of your 
heart, here is a prayer you can say right now: 
 
Lord I need You.  I realize that I am a sinner and deserve to be eternally 
separated from You.  I ask You to forgive my sin and to come into my 
life to be my Savior and Lord.  Make me the kind of person You want 
me to be.  I give myself to you.  AMEN 
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If you prayed this prayer and meant it, you are now a child of God.  Find 
a good church and attend every week so that you will grow in your 
faith.  Also, read your Bible daily and pray.  Find a more mature 
Christian who can answer your questions and help you grow.  If you do 
these things God will bless your life. 
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JOSEPH AND MARY'S  
OBEDIENCE 
 
 
CIRCUMCISION -  
having Jesus Circumcised 
 
 
NAMING - 
giving their son the name Jesus 
 
 
PURIFICATION -  
going through a time of purification 
 
 
PRESENTATION -  
presenting Jesus to the Lord 
 
 
OFFERING -  
making the appropriate offering 
 
 
HOW CAN WE RESPOND  
 IN OBEDIENCE? 
 
 
CIRCUMCISION - not physical circumcision 
but instead circumcision of the heart 
Rm 2:28 - Circumcision of the heart 
1 Cor 7:19 - keeping the commandments of God 
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NAMING - not calling our children a certain name 
but always calling on the name of the Lord 
1 Cor 1:2 - Those who call on the name of the Lord 
2 Tm 2:22 - Flee evil, pursue God, call on His name 
 
PURIFICATION - not going through a time of purification 
but remaining pure and seeking to be holy 
1 Pt 1:15,16 - Be holy because God is holy 
 
PRESENTATION - not presenting a child to the Lord 
but giving Him ourselves 
Mark 12:30 - love God with your heart, soul, mind... 
 
OFFERING - not offering animal sacrifices 
but offering ourselves as a living sacrifices 
Rm 12:1 - offer yourself as a living sacrifice 
 
 
RESPONDING TO CHRIST 
IN THE NEW YEAR 
 
I.  JOSEPH AND MARY'S OBEDIENCE 
 
 
II.   SIMEON'S PRAISE 
- He took Jesus in his arms 
 - We should desire to draw closer to Jesus 
- He blessed God 
 - We should praise and thank God for everything 
 
III. JOSEPH'S AND MARY'S AWE 
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- They were awed by the things Simeon said 
 - We must never lose our awe of Christ 
 
IV. SIMEON'S BLESSING 
- He blessed Joseph and Mary 
 - We should speak words of blessing to those around us 
 
V.  ANNA'S PROCLAMATION 
- She drew near to Christ 
 - We must draw near to Christ 
- She thanked God  
 - We must thank God 
- She proclaimed the news about Jesus to others 
 - We need to share our faith 


