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THE HUMILITY OF CHRIST 
 

Luke 2:1-20 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
What comes to mind when you think of Kings?  Crowns, robes, jewels, 
palaces, palace guards, royal coaches, royal entourage of servants,  
people bowing before the king, cup bearers, cooks... 
 
Kings are all about glamour and power… 
 
Jesus, although He was the greatest King who ever lived, did not 
concern himself with glamour, instead He was all about humility and 
lowliness. He is our example.  It is fascinating to see His example of 
humility 
 
HOW JESUS DEMONSTRATED HUMILITY 
 
1.  By coming in the first place 
He could have stayed in heaven. 
 
2.  By coming through the Jewish nation  
Why not through the Romans. 
Why not make the Jews a mighty nation like the Roman empire 
Caesar Augustus called for a census 
 
3.  By coming through people from Nazareth  
john 1:46 - Phillip said, Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? 
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4.  By choosing Bethlehem as His place of birth 
Micah 5:2 - "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be 
among the clans of Juda, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler 
in Israel, his goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity. 
 
5.  By coming as a baby  vv5,6 
He did not arrive as an adult like Adam and Eve, but instead came as a 
helpless baby in a manger. 
 
6.  By being born in a cave or stable  v7 
- he avoided any pomp and circumstance 
- at least there could have been room in the inn. 
 
7. By revealing the news of His coming to shepherds  v8-14 
 
8.  By having shepherds be His first visitors  vv15,16 
 
9.  By allowing shepherds to be his first spokesmen  vv17,18 
Even though Mary and joseph knew, it appears that they did not tell 
anyone except perhaps Elizabeth, who knew anyway. 
 
WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS COMING THIS WAY 
 
1.  By coming in the first place - He humbled Himself 
 
2.  By coming through the Jewish nation vv1-5 - He did not put a lot of 
stock in nationality 
 
3.  By coming through people from Nazareth  v4 - He did not put a lot of 
stock in region 
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4.  By choosing Bethlehem as His place of birth  v4 - He was not 
concerned about city 
 
5.  By coming as a baby  vv5,6 - He didn't mind coming as a child 
 
6.  By being born in a cave or stable  v7 - He wasn't so concerned about 
creature comforts 
 
7. By revealing the news of His coming to shepherds  v8-14 - He loved 
all people even those the world considered outcast.   
 
8.  By having shepherds be His first visitors  vv15,16 - He enjoyed 
associating with the lowly 
 
9.  By allowing shepherds to be his first spokesmen  vv17,18 - He used 
them in ministry 
 
WHY JESUS DEMONSTRATED HUMILITY 
As an example to us1 
 
1.  By coming in the first place 
WE MUST CHOOSE TO HUMBLE OURSELVES AND SERVE 
 
2.  By coming through the Jewish nation vv1-5 
WE MUST NOT BE CONCERNED WITH OUR NATIONALITY 
 
3.  By coming through people from Nazareth  v4 
WE MUST NOT BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE REGION OF OUR BIRTH 
 
4.  By choosing Bethlehem as His place of birth  v4 
WE MUST NOT BE CONCERNED WITH THE PLACE OF OUR BIRTH  
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5.  By coming as a baby  vv5,6 
WE MUST BE WILLING TO BECOME AS CHILDREN 
Mt 18:2 - Unless you become as a little child you will not enter the 
kingdom of heaven 
 
6.  By being born in a cave or stable  v7 
WE MUST NOT BE CONCERNED ABOUT WHETHER WE HAVE A LOT OR A 
LITTLE 
Prov 30:7-9 
 
7. By revealing the news of His coming to shepherds  v8-14 
BY BEING WILLING TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS WITH ALL PEOPLE 
 
8.  By having shepherds be His first visitors  vv15,16 
BY BEING WILLING TO SPEND TIME WITH ALL PEOPLE 
 
9.  By allowing shepherds to be his first spokesmen  vv17,18 
BY WELCOMING ALL PEOPLE TO BE INVOLVED IN MINISTRY 
 
As an example to us.  We too are to be humble. 
 
CONCLUSION 
We need to humble ourselves like Christ. Here are a few verses 
regarding humility. Listen carefully. 
 
Philippians 2:4-11 (NASB)  
4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for 
the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also 
in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
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men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For 
this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 
name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY 
KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  
 
James 4:6 - "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble." 
 
In Exodus 10:3, "And Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to 
him, 'Thus says the Lord, the Godof the Hebrews, 'How long will you 
refuse to humble yourself before Me?'  Let My people go, that they 
may serve Me." 
 
Deuteronomy 8:2  And you sahll remember all the way which the Lord 
your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might 
humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, wheterher 
you would keep His commandments or not. 
 
14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.  
 
2 Chronicles 34:27  regarding Josiah the son of Amon, 
"Because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God, 
when you heard His words against this place.." 
Psalm 10:17 - O Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the humble;  Thou 
wilt strengthen their heart... 
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Proverbs 29:23 - "A man's pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit 
will obtain honor." 
 
James 4:10 - "Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He 
will exalt you." 
 
1 Peter 5:5,6 
You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, 
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed 
to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  v6  Humble yoursleves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time, v7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for 
you. 
 
 
God places great value on humility.  It is interesting to see how He 
demonstrated humility to us at His first coming. 
 
How can we humble ourselves today?  I can choose to put others first.  I 
can choose to empty myself of myself. I can choose to serve… 
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HOW JESUS DEMONSTRATED HIS HUMILITY 
 
 
1.  By coming in the first place 
 
 
2.  By coming through the Jewish nation vv1-5 
 
 
3.  By coming through people from Nazareth  v4 
 
 
4.  By choosing Bethlehem as His place of birth  v4 
 
 
5.  By coming as a baby  vv5,6 
 
 
6.  By being born in a cave or stable  v7 
 
 
7. By revealing the news of His coming to shepherds  v8-14 
 
 
8.  By having shepherds be His first visitors  vv15,16 
 
 
9.  By allowing shepherds to be his first spokesmen  vv17,18 


