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Increase Our Faith 
 

Luke 17:5-10 
 

By Christopher R. Losey 

 
Introduction 
Before jumping into new material, let’s briefly review the first four 
verses of Luke chapter seventeen, 
 

1  And He (Jesus) said to His disciples, "It is inevitable that 
stumbling blocks should come, but woe to him through whom they 
come!  2  "It would be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea, than that he 
should cause one of these little ones to stumble.  3  "Be on your 
guard!  If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive 
him.  4  "And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns 
to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him."   

 
In the first four verses of Luke 17 Jesus talks to the disciples about 
stumbling blocks.  He tells them that stumbling blocks in life are 
inevitable, and that they need to be on their guard.  Jesus gives a strong 
warning against those who would put stumbling blocks in the path of 
others. Jesus also gives instructions regarding forgiving those who place 
stumbling blocks if they repent. Jesus’ instructions were clear but 
challenging to the disciples. In response to Jesus’ words to them, the 
disciples had a request of Him. 
 
The Disciples’ Request 
After listening to Jesus’ instructions the disciples collectively make an 
unusual request.  Luke 17:5 states, “And the apostles said to the Lord, 
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‘Increase our faith!’"  The question arises, “Why would the 
disciples/apostles ask Jesus to do this?” 
 
 
Why did they respond this way? 
The apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith in response to His 
teaching on forgiveness. He told them to be willing to forgive an erring 
brother seven times a day if necessary.  Actually, seven wasn’t some 
magic number.  Jesus was making the point that our forgiveness for one 
another needs to be unlimited, just like His forgiveness of us.  The 
disciples felt they needed more faith because they believed that 
unlimited forgivenss was beyond their human strength. They were 
right!  
 
If a person sins against another person one time, it may be relatively 
easy to forgive him.  If he sins twice, it might be a little harder, but still 
doable.  But seven times!?  Who can forgive anyone that much?  Most 
people would want to choke a person who sinned against them that 
many times!   After all, if a person sinned that many times in the same 
day, he would probably have some serious problems needing more 
than human forgiveness! 
 
It’s like the story of the drunk man who went forward week after week 
in church in a drunken stupor. As he stumbled to the altar each time, he 
cried out, “Oh, God, please forgive me.  I am a drunk.  Please fill me 
with Your Spirit.”  The man seemed to stay off the booze for a day or 
two, but was again drunk by the end of the week. On the seventh week, 
when he came forward and said, “God, fill me with Your Spirit,” 
someone in the back yelled out, “Don’t do it God, he leaks!”  
 
When Jesus encouraged the disciples to have unlimited forgiveness, 
they sensed He was asking them to do the impossible. They believed 
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they would need a special anointing from Him in order to do what He 
asked. They needed Jesus to increase their faith!   
 
Have you ever had those times in your life when you felt you needed 
more faith?  Maybe it was when you went through a personal struggle 
or health concern. Perhaps it was during a family conflict with a 
teenager or relative. Maybe you felt you needed more faith in order to 
speak about Christ when God gave the opportunity. I’m sure there have 
been times when all of us felt that we needed more faith.   
 
Why is faith so important? 
This raises another question, “Why is faith so important?” It is 
important because it is central to Christian faith. The Christian life is a 
life of faith. Christians not only come to God by faith, but must also live 
by faith. Faith is in, around, and through every aspect of Christianity. 
 
Regarding initial salvation, Ephesians 2:8,9 states,  “8 For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it’s the gift 
of God;  9 not as a result of works, that no one should boast.”  In order 
to be saved a person must have faith in God! 
 
Regarding living the Christian life, Romans 1:17 states, “For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But 
the righteous man shall live by faith."”  In living out the Christian life we 
need to trust God every day, step out in faith and do the things that 
please Him. 2 Corinthians 5:7 states that we are to walk by faith and 
not by sight. 
 
Regarding the centrality of faith, Hebrews 11:6 states, “And without 
faith it is impossible to please Him for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”  
The whole eleventh chapter of Hebrews is known as the faith chapter 
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and highlights believers through the ages who lived by faith. It might be 
called “The Hall of Faith.” 
 
What is faith? 
Since faith is vital in the Christian life, it would be wise to take a little 
time to define it. The Greek word for faith is pistis. It means persuasion 
or conviction about the truth of something. For example a person who 
has faith in God is persuaded or convicted that God is real and there to 
help him.  This conviction or persuasion causes that person to put his 
trust in God.  This persuasion might come through various means. A 
person might be persuaded that God is real by looking at the created 
world around him. He might also be persuaded by God’s Word. For 
example, Romans 1:20 states that the created world provides 
overwhelming evidence that God is real. The verse states that those 
who look at creation and reject God are without excuse. “For since the 
creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what 
has been made, so that they are without excuse.” 
 
There are also other ways that people come to the conviction that God 
is real. Some are persuaded by observing Christians who live Christ-like 
lives. Some are convinced by reading the Bible. One person who read 
the Bible for the first time said, “The person who wrote this book made 
my heart.” As he read, he knew in the depth of his soul that this was no 
ordinary book, but the very Word of God! Some folks are persuaded 
about God because of a personal experience.  Others are convicted 
because they were miraculously healed or had their life spared in some 
way.   
 
No matter what God uses to persuade people, it is still the working of 
the Holy Spirit that is the ultimate persuader.  John 6:44 states that 
unless the Father (through the Spirit) draws a person to Christ, that 
person is not coming.  It is the Holy Spirit working in the hearts of men 
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and women that ultimately persuades and convicts them that God is 
there and can be trusted.   
 
If you are a Christian, what did the Holy Spirit use to persuade you?  
 
With these thoughts in mind, here is a definition of faith in God, “The 
conviction in one’s soul that causes a person to place his 
wholehearted trust in God.”  A shorter more simple definition of faith 
is, “Wholehearted trust in God and His Word.”  Still another definition 
is built using the letters of the word FAITH - Forsaking All I Trust Him.  
When a person places his of faith in God he trusts Christ for salvation, 
stakes his eternal destiny on the truth of God’s Word, and lives each 
day realizing that God will take care of and provide for him. 
 
When the disciples requested that Jesus increase their faith, they were 
saying that they had a certain level of trust but needed an even deeper 
level if they were going to be able to do what He asked of them.  Jesus’ 
response to their request is unusual indeed. 
 
Jesus’ Response 
The disciple’s request seemed simple enough, “Increase our faith.”  I 
would have expected Jesus to say something like, “OK, here’s how to 
increase your faith.  It involves three things.  First be sure you read your 
Bible more (actually the Bible teaches that faith comes from hearing 
and hearing from the word of Christ, Rm 10:17).  Second be sure to 
pray more. Third, be sure to be in church every Sunday...  But, Jesus, 
responded quiet differently, “And the Lord said, ‘If you had faith like a 
mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and be 
planted in the sea”; and it would obey you.’”  Luke 17:6. 
 
What does this mean?  It seems to have nothing to do with increasing 
one’s faith, but rather exercising one’s faith.  Jesus is indicating that 
great things happen through a little of the right kind of faith; living faith 
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that is planted in the soil of life.  According to Jesus’ answer it seems 
that faith is not so much a matter of quantity as it is of quality. 
 
A little of the right kind of faith can accomplish great things! 
Listen again to Luke 17:6, “And the Lord said, ‘If you had faith like a 
mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and be 
planted in the sea”; and it would obey you.’”   
 
Notice that Jesus did not say, “If your faith was as big as a mustard 
seed.”  He said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed...”   There are 
three significant things about mustard seeds.  First they are seeds, 
second they are quite small, and third they produce a rather large plant 
in a short amount of time. As seeds, mustard seeds possess life.  Even 
though they are exceedingly small, if they are planted they can grow 
into something beautiful and useful. Several varieties of mustard have 
extremely small seeds and can grow in a few months to heights of 10 to 
12 feet. The rapid growth of this annual herb provides a powerful 
illustration of how something small can quickly grow into something 
large. Even the Jewish rabbis used the example of a grain of mustard (a 
mustard seed) when speaking of something exceedingly small.   
 
Listen carefully to Mark 4:30-32 where Jesus described the mustard 
seed in a parable about heaven. 
 

30  And He said, "How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by 
what parable shall we present it?  31  "It is like a mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the 
seeds that are upon the soil,  32  yet when it is sown, grows up and 
becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large 
branches; so that the birds of the air can nest under its shade." 

 
By referring to the mustard seed, Jesus was using an illustration that 
people understood and was thus telling the disciples that they did not 
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need more faith, but simply to exercise the faith (no matter how small) 
they already possessed. 
 
Just as a mustard seed does little good until it is planted in the ground, 
so our faith is of little good until it is exercised in day-to-day life.  Only 
then can it grow into something beautiful and useful like the mustard 
plant whose herb flavors our foods.   
 
When people are willing to step out in faith and do what God asks (like 
forgive people who seem unforgiveable), God takes that faith and 
makes it grow. It is thus not a matter of asking for more faith, but of 
exercising one’s current faith. 
 
Picture a weight lifter. If he asked the coach to give him bigger muscles, 
the coach wouldn’t say, “Step in here and we’ll give you bigger muscles 
right away.”  Instead he would say, “The way to get bigger muscles is to 
exercise the muscles you currently have. As you exercise, stretch and 
work your muscles through strenuous weight training, your muscles will 
grow on their own.”  So it is with faith. The disciples should not have 
asked Jesus to increase their faith, but instead to help them exercise 
the faith they already possessed. As they exercised their faith and 
moved out of their comfort zone to do what seemed impossible, their 
faith would grow! 
 
It must also be stated that Jesus was not into casting mulberry trees or 
mountains into the sea. That wouldn’t help anyone. When He told the 
disciples they could tell mulberry trees to be uprooted and planted in 
the sea, He was simply making the point that a little of the right kind of 
faith could move spiritual mountains that seemed impossible. We need 
to realize the same thing, too! 
 
But Jesus doesn’t end with the illustration of the mustard seed. He goes 
on to tell a story about a slave.  At first the story seems disconnected 
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from what He is teaching about faith, but on closer examination, it 
hammers home the exact truth the disciples needed to hear.  Listen to 
Luke 17:7-10, 
 

7  "But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will 
say to him when he has come in from the field, 'Come immediately 
and sit down to eat'?  8  "But will he not say to him, 'Prepare 
something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and serve 
me until I have eaten and drunk; and afterward you will eat and 
drink'?  9  "He does not thank the slave because he did the things 
which were commanded, does He?  10  "So you too, when you do 
all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy 
slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.'"   

 
In these verses Jesus gives basic truth about what it takes to have living 
faith. If we are to have faith like a mustard seed, we must know and 
operate by these same truths. 
 
How to have living faith 
 
1.  Be willing to take the role of servant 
Again, verse seven starts off,  "But which of you, having a slave...”  
Jesus uses the story of a master and slave to illustrate living faith. In our 
case, God is the master and we are the slave. If we hope to exercise 
living faith we must realize our role before God. We are His bond-
servants, His slaves. The word for slave or bond-servant is the word 
doulos. It means a slave who completely belongs to his owner and has 
no freedom to leave. But it also means a person who willingly put 
himself in that position. Exodus 21:2-6 tells the story of the bond-
servant, 
 

2 "If you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years; but on the 
seventh he shall go out as a free man without payment.  3 "If he 
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comes alone, he shall go out alone; if he is the husband of a wife, 
then his wife shall go out with him.  4 "If his master gives him a 
wife, and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her 
children shall belong to her master, and he shall go out alone.  5 

"But if the slave plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife and my 
children; I will not go out as a free man,'  6 then his master shall 
bring him to God, then he shall bring him to the door or the 
doorpost. And his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he 
shall serve him permanently. 

 
You may think that being a bond-servant is negative but it’s not. It is 
like the four star general, General Haines, the commander of the 
Continental United States Army who once said, “I would rather be a 
private in God’s army than a general in the United States Army.”   
 
Being God’s servant is a privilege. In many of Paul’s letters to the 
various churches in the New Testament he referred to himself as a 
bond-servant, one who willingly served as Christ’s slave. In Romans 1:1 
Paul states, “Paul, a bond-servant (doulos) of Christ Jesus, called as an 
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.”  Paul wore that title of bond-
servant as a badge of honor and so should we. Paul put it this way in 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20, “19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you 
are not your own?  20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body.” Part of glorifying God in our bodies is doing 
the things He asks us to do, like forgiving others, even if we don’t feel 
like it.  Now that’s “living faith!”  Jesus said in Luke 9:24-25, “24 For 
whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
My sake, he is the one who will save it.  25 For what is a man profited if 
he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?” 
 
Do you see yourself in the role of slave?  Who is in charge of your life, 
you or God? Is God the person you pay a little attention to on Sunday, 
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or is He the One you walk with and serve throughout the week?  Have 
you dedicated your life to serving Him? 
 
If we hope to exercise living faith we not only need to see ourselves as 
God’s servants, we need to realize that serving will be hard work. 
 
2.  Realize that serving will be hard work 
Again, verse seven states, "But which of you, having a slave plowing or 
tending sheep...” In the story about the slave and the master, Jesus 
speaks of the slave plowing and tending sheep. Plowing was hard 
physical work. Tending sheep took constant vigilance because sheep 
might wander off, and predators were always on the prowl. You may 
remember that when David tended sheep that he once had to fight a 
lion. 
 
Doing God’s business will be hard work. We will be called upon to do 
uncomfortable things, but it should be no big deal. Why? Because Jesus 
did the hardest thing for us. He served us by coming and giving His life 
that we might be saved. Now we have the opportunity to give back to 
Him for all He has done for us.   
 
As Christ’s servant are you willing to do the hard things. Doing things 
for the sake of the kingdom even when those things are difficult is a 
clear sign that we are exercising living faith. What kind of things might 
we be called upon to do?  Here are some examples: 
 

- being kind to an argumentative co-worker 
- loving a difficult family member 
- doing a job at work that no one else wants to do 
- being faithful to the ministry God has called you 
- opening your mouth to share your faith if God prompts you 
- doing the honest thing even when you are tempted not to 
- being in church even when it is a rainy, blustery day  
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Too many people aren’t willing to exercise living faith by doing the hard 
things. They are only willing to obey God if everything is easy. Are you 
like that?  In our society many things too easy. We tend to be soft, and 
often our commitment to do things that really matter is often minimal.  
If we hope to please God we need to take on the role of servant and 
say, “God, whatever you want me to do, I am willing to do it.” 
 
Can you think of some examples of hard things that Christians are faced 
with that give them the opportunity to exercise living faith? Did you 
expect the Christian life to be easy?  Someone said, “The Christian life is 
not a difficult life, it is impossible. But remember, all things are possible 
with God! The Christian life may be demanding, but it is the best life by 
far! 
 
Thirdly, to really exercise living faith a person must choose to have a 
selfless, outward focus. 
 
3.  Choose to have a selfless, outward focus 
Listen now to verses seven and eight,  
 

7  But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will 
say to him when he has come in from the field, 'Come immediately 
and sit down to eat'?  8  But will he not say to him, 'Prepare 
something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and serve 
me until I have eaten and drunk; and afterward you will eat and 
drink'?   

 
We live in the ultimate, me-society. I, me and mine are many people’s 
favorite words whether they want to admit it, or not. As one person 
said, “Enough about you, let’s talk about me.” Many people live as if it 
is all about them. As Christians we are to live differently.  We are to 
have an outward focus. When Christ came, He had an outward focus. 
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He focused on people in light of what the Father wanted for them. In 
Matthew 20:28 Jesus said,  “just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." In John 
4:34 when everyone else was worried about eating their next meal 
Jesus said, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to 
accomplish His work.”   
 
Christ had a one-track mind; to do the will of His father. Do we feel the 
same way that Christ did? Are we willing to say, “Not my will, but Thine 
be done? Is it our passion to do God’s work? If we hope to have living 
faith, these are the attitudes we need.    
 
In John 9:4 Jesus gave a sobering thought, "We must work the works of 
Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, when no man 
can work.”  We need to exercise living faith now by taking the role of a 
servant, doing the hard things, and having an outward focus, because 
upon a day the opportunity to do God’s work will be over.  I don’t want 
to have regrets on that day, and I’m sure you don’t either. 
 
Fourthly, to really exercise living faith a person must know that God will 
meet his needs. 
 
4.  Know that God will meet your needs  
Listen again to Luke 17:7-8,  
 

7  "But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will 
say to him when he has come in from the field, 'Come immediately 
and sit down to eat'?  8  "But will he not say to him, 'Prepare 
something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and serve 
me until I have eaten and drunk; and afterward you will eat and 
drink'?   
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When I know that God will meet my needs, I can step out in faith 
knowing that He will take care of me.  As I do God’s work I find that 
there is time to rest. Sometimes I don’t get as much rest as I would like, 
but I would rather burn out for God than rust out. 
 
Again, Jesus provides the perfect example of doing the hard thing with 
an outward focus, and then having the Father, meet His need.  Listen to 
the account when Jesus was faced with death in the garden of 
Gethsemane the night before He was to be crucified, Jesus told God the 
Father that He would do His will no matter what.  Luke 22:41-43 
records the incident,  
 

41  And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and He 
knelt down and {began} to pray,  42  saying, "Father, if Thou art 
willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be 
done.”  43  Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, 
strengthening Him. 

 
Notice that when Jesus chose to do the Father’s will, God strengthened 
Him. When I do the right thing I know that God will honor it and meet 
my needs. 
 
One more important element is found in the Jesus’ illustration of the 
slave and master.  If we hope to exercise living faith on a regular basis 
we need to view obedience as normal Christianity.   
 
5.  View obedience as normal Christianity 
Listen now to Luke 17:9,10, “9 He does not thank the slave because he 
did the things which were commanded, does he?  10  "So you too, when 
you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy 
slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.'"   
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Watchman Nee wrote a book called, “The Normal Christian Life.”  
Anyone who reads the book might think that the life he described was 
that of a super-saint, but not so! 
 

• Forgiving someone seven times - is not extraordinary, it is to be 
the normal Christian life! 

• Tithing is not something extraordinary, it is to be the normal 
Christian life! 

• Coming to church on Sunday is not something extraordinatry, it is 
to be the normal Christian life. 

• Inviting neighbors in your home is not something extraordinary, it 
is to be the normal Christian life. 

• Working faithfully even if we have a difficult boss is not something 
extraordinary, it is to be the normal Christian life!  

 
 
Conclusion 
If we hope to have living faith we need to: 
 
1.  Take on the role of a servant 
2.  Realize that serving will be hard work 
3.  Choose to have a selfless outward focus 
4.  Know that God will meet our needs in the midst of our serving 
5.  View obedience as normal Christianity 
 
God asks us to do things that may seem difficult, like forgiving those 
who hurt us. We may feel that we don’t have faith to do it, but we need 
to step out in faith and do it anyway, realizing that God is the master, 
we are the servant, and that He knows best! 
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Luke 17:1-10 
1  And He said to His disciples, "It is inevitable that stumbling blocks 
should come, but woe to him through whom they come!  2  "It would be 
better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea, than that he should cause one of these little ones 
to stumble.  3  "Be on your guard!  If your brother sins, rebuke him; and 
if he repents, forgive him.  4  "And if he sins against you seven times a 
day, and returns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him."  5  
And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"  6  And the Lord 
said, "If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this 
mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and be planted in the sea'; and it would 
obey you.  7  "But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending 
sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, 'Come 
immediately and sit down to eat'?  8  "But will he not say to him, 
'Prepare something for me to eat, and {properly} clothe yourself and 
serve me until I have eaten and drunk; and afterward you will eat and 
drink'?  9  "He does not thank the slave because he did the things which 
were commanded, does he?  10  "So you too, when you do all the things 
which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have 
done {only} that which we ought to have done.'"  (NAS) 
 
4102  pistis (pis'-tis); from 3982; persuasion, i.e. credence; moral 
conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious 
teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, 
constancy in such profession; by extension, the system of religious 
(Gospel) truth itself:  
 
The word for faith is pistis.  It means persuasion or moral conviction or 
trust.   
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4102  pistis- 
1) conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the New Testament of a 
conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine 
things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervor born of 
faith and joined with it  
a) relating to God:  
the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, 
the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ  
b) relating to Christ:  
a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, 
through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God  
c) the religious beliefs of Christians  
d) belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence) whether in 
God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same  
2) fidelity, faithfulness; 


