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The story of the Prodigal Son is the third of three parables that Jesus 
spoke to a group of Pharisees and Scribes in Luke 15:1-32.  Luke 15:1-10 
has the first two parables. Here is a quick review that sets the stage for 
the third.  Luke 15:1,2 states that tax gatherers and sinners were 
drawing near to Jesus to listen to Him, and He was not telling them to 
leave.  The Pharisees and Scribes resented that Jesus received such 
sinners and even ate with them.  He should have known what kind of 
people these were, and told them to leave.  
 
Jesus responded to their criticism by sharing three parables.  The first 
parable (Lk 15:3-7) was about a lost sheep that a shepherd looked for 
until he found it.  The second was about a lost coin that a lady searched 
for until she found it.  The point of both parables is that God searches 
for those who are lost, and rejoices when they return (are found).  Both 
parables speak of God’s amazing love and reveal the following truths 
about this wonderful love: 
 
1.  It reaches out to all men (all people are welcome to come to Christ) 
The tax gatherers and sinners were welcome to come near to Christ 
and to find salvation as they repented of their sin. 
 
2.  It is resented by self-righteous people (some people resent God’s 
love being broad). The Pharisees and Scribes resented the fact that 
Jesus would associate and eat with those people who were so sinful. 
 
3.  It has a singular focus (God looks for lost people: those who have 
strayed).  The shepherd looked for the lost sheep which represented 
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lost people.  The lady looked for the lost coin which represented lost 
people. 
 
4.  It is persistent (it keeps looking for those who are lost). Both the 
shepherd who lost his one sheep, and the woman who had lost her one 
coin, kept looking until they found it. 
 
5.  It is supportive (once the lost are found, God’s love gives them great 
support). When the shepherd found the sheep that was lost, he put it 
over his shoulder and carried it back to the flock. 
 
6.  It is joyous (all heaven rejoices when even one sinner repents). 
 
After the first two parables, Jesus tells a third parable about a prodigal 
son.  A prodigal is one who is recklessly extravagant especially in regard 
to the use of money.   
 
Listen to the story to see if you can detect the presence of the six truths 
about the amazing love of God.  
 
1.  It reaches out to all men 
2.  Its breadth is resented by self-righteous men 
3.  It has a singular focus 
4.  It is persistent 
5.  It is supportive 
6.  It is joyous 
 
Here then is the parable of the prodigal son found in Luke 15:11-32, 
  

11 And He said, "A certain man had two sons; 12 and the younger 
of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate 
that falls to me.' And he divided his wealth between them. 13 "And 
not many days later, the younger son gathered everything 
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together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there 
he squandered his estate with loose living.  14 "Now when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and 
he began to be in need.  15 "And he went and attached himself to 
one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine.  16 "And he was longing to fill his stomach with the 
pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything 
to him.  17  "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many 
of my father's hired men have more than enough bread, but I am 
dying here with hunger  18  'I will get up and go to my father, and 
will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your 
sight;  19  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as 
one of your hired men."'  20 "And he got up and came to his 
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, 
and felt compassion {for him,} and ran and embraced him, and 
kissed him.  21 "And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.'  22  "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly 
bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand and sandals on his feet;  23  and bring the fattened calf, kill it, 
and let us eat and be merry;  24  for this son of mine was dead, and 
has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.' And they 
began to be merry.  25 "Now his older son was in the field, and 
when he came and approached the house, he heard music and 
dancing.  26 "And he summoned one of the servants and began 
inquiring what these things might be.  27 "And he said to him, 
'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened 
calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.'  28 "But he 
became angry, and was not willing to go in; and his father came 
out and began entreating him.  29 "But he answered and said to 
his father, 'Look! For so many years I have been serving you, and I 
have never neglected a command of yours; and {yet} you have 
never given me a kid, that I might be merry with my friends;  30  
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but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth 
with harlots, you killed the fattened calf for him.' 31  "And he said 
to him, 'My child, you have always been with me, and all that is 
mine is yours.  32 'But we had to be merry and rejoice, for this 
brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and 
has been found.'" 

 
Did you detect the six truths regarding God’s amazing love?  Here is an 
explanation for where each truth appears in the passage.  
 
The Amazing Love of God in the Prodigal Son Parable 
 
1.  The breadth of God’s love is seen as it reaches out to the prodigal.   
The prodigal son was much like the tax-gathers and sinners who the 
Pharisees and Scribes despised.  The prodigal had taken his inheritance 
and squandered it on loose living.  He didn’t deserve to return to his 
father, he was a disgrace to the family.  Yet, God’s love reached out to 
him while he was experiencing the wretched consequences of his own 
sin. 
 
It is interesting to note that in both the parables of the lost sheep and 
the lost coin someone went after that which was lost.  The shepherd 
went after the lost sheep.  The woman searched for the lost coin.  In 
the parable of the prodigal son, no one went after the lost boy.  Right?  
Wrong!  No human did, but the Spirit of God certainly did.  It was the 
Spirit of God working in the young man’s heart that convicted him of 
sin, and his need to return to his father. 
 
The great news is that God’s love continues to reach out today to all 
who will listen. 
 
2.  The resentment of self-righteous people is seen in the older son. 



5 
 

The older brother is the self-righteous person who resents the 
broadness of God’s love?  He couldn’t understand why the father would 
take the younger brother back.  He couldn’t understand why the 
younger brother got a robe, a ring and a celebration party!  The older 
son had never received these things and he had served his father 
faithfully for years.  The older brother was like the Pharisees and 
Scribes who resented the fact that Jesus would associate and even eat 
with sinners. 
 
We must be careful that we don’t become those who resent the 
breadth of God’s love. 
 
3.  The singular focus of God’s love is seen as it zeros in on the prodigal. 
It works on him to show him his need to return home. 
 
Were you once a renegade that God brought to Himself?  If so, you are 
an example of God’s singular focus on sinners.  Do you have a renegade 
in your family?  God has a singular focus to bring them back.  Don’t give 
up!  Keep praying, encouraging and doing whatever else you can do.  
God is working to bring them back. 
 
4.  The persistent nature of God’s love is seen as it continues to work on 
the prodigal’s heart. It might be said that God’s love began to squeeze 
the prodigal gently until he came to his senses.  When the boy was 
living riotously the Spirit was working on him.  The Spirit kept working 
on the boy as he slowly ran out of money.  It allowed him to survive the 
famine and find a menial job.    
 
God’s love is persistent as it reaches out to all who have gone astray. 
 
5.  The supportive nature of God’s love is seen through the father’s 
provision. It is seen as the rebellious son finally repents, returns to his 
father, and is received with open arms.  Rather than reading his son the 
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riot act, the father gives him a robe and a ring and holds a celebration.  
The prodigal was supported emotionally and physically, and given 
everything he needed for his new life as a productive member of the 
family. 
 
6.  The joyousness of God’s love is seen in the “Welcome Home” 
celebration. Joy abounds as the father rejoices and has a “Welcome 
Home,” celebration. 
 
All the elements of God’s amazing love are clearly seen in this third 
parable. Also, the good news is that they are all at work today as well.  
God’s love is still reaching out and drawing people in! 
 
Six Important Lessons 
Besides being another example of God’s amazing love at work, the 
parable of the prodigal son reveals six important lessons. 
 
1.  God gives people the freedom to choose - vv11-13 
Listen again to verses eleven through thirteen.  
 

11  And He said, "A certain man had two sons;  12  and the younger 
of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate 
that falls to me.' And he divided his wealth between them.  13  
"And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything 
together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there 
he squandered his estate with loose living.   

 
God could have made us like robots but He didn’t because He wanted 
to have a meaningful relationship with us.  A robot relationship would 
have been unfulfilling.  But choice carries danger.  People can choose to 
do the wrong thing. The young man made several very bad choices. He 
demanded an inheritance that was not yet due. He squandered his 
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inheritance on loose living. He was financially and morally loose not 
thinking about the future, only the here and now. 
 
Life is full of choices.  We’ve undoubtedly heard the saying, “You win or 
lose by the way you chose.”  It’s true.  Be careful in the choices you 
make because even one bad choice can move you out of God’s will and 
start you down the path of destruction. 
 
What choices are you making these days? Do you demand your own 
way like the prodigal? Do you sometimes engage in riotous living and 
squander the resources God gave you? Are you living in general 
rebellion in your life? If so, it is a great time to turn back to God. He 
loves you and is waiting for you. 
 
A second lesson in this parable is? 
 
2.  God uses the situations of life to get people’s attention – vv13-17                                     
Listen again to verse thirteen through seventeen: 
 

13 "And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything 
together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there 
he squandered his estate with loose living.  14 "Now when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and 
he began to be in need.  15 "And he went and attached himself to 
one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine.  16 "And he was longing to fill his stomach with the 
pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything 
to him.  17 "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many 
of my father's hired men have more than enough bread, but I am 
dying here with hunger   

 
When people make poor choices the consequences can be pretty 
severe. The young man who was from a good family of some means, 
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wound up broke and in a foreign land feeding pigs. Undoubtedly the 
young man thought you could buy friendship, but found out that when 
the money is gone, friends often are, too. Certainly he had made 
acquaintances during his time of loose living. Where were they when 
the money ran out? They vanished just like the money from his wallet.  
 
One bright spot in this story is that man’s calamity is God’s opportunity. 
Often it is hard times that bring people to their senses. Some people 
won’t look up until they are flat on their back. Notice that it wasn’t 
riotous living that brought him to his senses. It wasn’t even losing all his 
money that did it. In my opinion the parable seems to indicate that it 
was all-out hunger that finally woke him up. That’s why fasting is such 
an important part of the Christian life. It is one way in a prosperous 
culture that we can get our own attention. It helps us remember just 
how reliant we are on God. When we feel hungry we can say to 
ourselves, “Lord, help me remember how much I depend on your 
provision. Help me hunger for You like I hunger for food.” 
 
A third lesson to be learned from this passage is: 
 
3.  People often don’t realize what they have until they lose it – vv14-
17 
Listen again to verses fourteen through seventeen: 
 

14 "Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred 

in that country, and he began to be in need.  15 "And he went and 
attached himself to one of the citizens of that country, and he 
sent him into his fields to feed swine.  16 "And he was longing to 
fill his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no 
one was giving anything to him.  17 "But when he came to his 
senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have more 
than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger.   
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The rebellious young man realized that even his father’s servants had it 
better than he had it. At that point he knew that he needed to get 
home. 
 
The world can be a tough place.  That is why family is so important. If 
you don’t have a healthy biological family,  that is why church family is 
so important! 
 
4. Confession and repentance are the first steps in restoring broken 
relationships – vv18-21 
Listen again to verses eighteen through twenty-one.  
 

18  'I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and in your sight;  19  I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired 
men."' 20  "And he got up and came to his father. But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion {for 
him,} and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.  21 "And the son 
said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your 
sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'    

 
Notice that this was true repentance.  He realized and acknowledged 
that he had sinned first and foremost against God.  He had also sinned 
against his father.  He genuinely humbled himself before God and his 
father. 
 
The things we plant in our children are still there even if they rebel.  
Keep praying, keep living a positive example.  God hopefully will make 
the seeds we’ve planted sprout and produce good fruit. 
 
A fifth lesson we can learn from this passage is: 
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5.  Parents need to keep the door of forgiveness open – vv20-24 
Listen again to verses twenty through twenty-four: 
 

20 "And he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion {for him,} 
and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.  21 "And the son said 
to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  22 "But the father said 
to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet;  23  and bring 
the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and be merry;  24  for this 
son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and 
has been found.' And they began to be merry.   

 
The father did not run inside the house and make his younger son come 
crawling to him on hands and knees begging for forgiveness. The father 
did not focus on his own hurt, only on his joy. The father ran out to 
meet his wayward son!  The text says he ran, embraced, and kissed his 
son.  
 
It is possible that every day the father would go out and scan the 
horizon looking for his son, and every day until the day his son came 
home, the father lived with heartache. It is a heart that is tender 
toward God that is willing to forgive those who hurt it. Some parents 
would have disowned such a son or giving him a string of “I told you 
so’s.” This father ran, embraced and kissed his son even before his son 
could speak! 
 
6.  People need to rejoice when even the biggest sinner comes to God 
– vv25-32   
Listen to verses twenty-five through thirty-two: 
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25  "Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  26  "And he 
summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these 
things might be.  27 "And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 
received him back safe and sound.'  28 "But he became angry and 
was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began 
entreating him.  29 "But he answered and said to his father, 'Look! 
For so many years I have been serving you, and I have never 
neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me 
a kid, that I might be merry with my friends;  30  but when this son 
of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with harlots, you 
killed the fattened calf for him.' 31  "And he said to him, 'My child, 
you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours.  32  
'But we had to be merry and rejoice, for this brother of yours was 
dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.'" 

 
The older son wasn’t forgiving. After all, his brother had squandered 
the family’s money. Did the younger brother think the family had 
forgotten? Did he think he could come back and have people welcome 
him? Would he try to get more money from the family? Was he truly 
repentant? Did the prodigal son’s return mean that the older brother 
would lose more of his inheritance?  Why hadn’t the father thrown a 
party for him (the older, faithful son)? Actually throwing a party for a 
faithful child is a great idea. 
 
Although the older son had legitimate concerns, he, too, should have 
rejoiced that his lost brother had come home. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Don’t forget the amazing love of God! But don’t be foolish and walk 
outside God’s will.  You don’t want to learn the hard lessons that await 
those who rebel.  
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If you have been relatively faithful, and another person repents, you 
should be exited that that they have come back to God… 


