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INTRODUCTION 
How would you define humility? Here is one definition, “The non-
arrogant attitude that comes from knowing that all my abilities are a 
gift from God.” 
 
How would you illustrate humility?  Someone said it is like a turtle on a 
fence post. When you see it, you know that the turtle had some help 
getting up there! 
 
In this message we are going to look at the subject of humility. Jesus 
was invited into the home of a member of the Sanhedrin for lunch and 
He healed a man who suffered from dropsy.  Now He was faced with a 
group of people who were jockeying for the best seats at the luncheon.  
Apparently there weren’t any nametags on the table. Those who came 
were trying to get the best seats, the seats of honor, closest to the head 
of the table. Jesus had something to say about that to the invited 
guests. He told them a parable. After addressing the guests on the 
subject of humility, Jesus turned His focus to the host.   
 
There are a number of important truths in this passage.  Let’s first look 
at the passage, Luke 14:7-15 states, 
 

7  And He began speaking a parable to the invited guests when He 
noticed how they had been picking out the places of honor at the 
table; saying to them,  8 "When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, lest someone more 
distinguished than you may have been invited by him, 9 and he 
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who invited you both shall come and say to you,'Give place to this 
man,' and then in disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place.  
10 "But when you are invited, go and recline at the last place, so 
that when the one who has invited you comes, he may say to you, 
'Friend, move up higher'; then you will have honor in the sight of 
all who are at the table with you. 11 "For everyone who exalts 
himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be 
exalted." 

 
12 And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, 
"When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you in return, and repayment come to you. 13 "But when you 
give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,  
14  and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to 
repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous."  15 And when one of those who were reclining at the 
table with Him heard this, he said to Him, "Blessed is everyone 
who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!" 

 
Here then are some truths revealed in the passage. 
 
1.  God is concerned about humility = Lk 14:7 
Again, Luke 14:7 states, “And He began speaking a parable to the 
invited guests when He noticed how they had been picking out the 
places of honor at the table;...” 
 
Jesus was moved to address the subject of humility when He saw the 
lack of humility among the invited guests. They were jockeying for 
position trying to get the seats of honor closest to the host. 
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Why is God concerned about humility? Probably because it’s opposite, 
pride, is so destructive. It was pride that caused Satan to rebel against 
God in heaven and try to take over. Isaiah 14:12-15 states, 
 

12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of 
the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have 
weakened the nations!  13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will 
ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, 
and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.  
14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself 
like the Most High.'  15 "Nevertheless you will be thrust down to 
Sheol, to the recesses of the pit. 

 
Although this passage, in context, is talking about the king of Babylon, 
many scholars also see it talking about Satan, himself.  Notice that the 
passage has five “I wills.” 
 
 - I will ascend to heaven 
 - I will raise my throne above the stars of God 
 - I will sit on the mount of assembly 
 - I will ascend above the heights of the clouds 
 - I will make myself like the Most High 
 
“I” is the middle letter of pride and the middle letter of sin.  Pride is I-
centered. Pride may be defined as, “The arrogant attitude that focuses 
on self at the expense of others.” Pride’s four favorite words are I, me, 
my, and mine. Pride doesn’t care about the other guy, but only what 
can be gotten for self.   
 
A second truth is also seen in the passage: 
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2.  Humility is evidenced by actions – Luke 14:7  
Luke 14:7states, “And He began speaking a parable to the invited 
guests when He noticed how they had been picking out the places of 
honor at the table;...”  The pride in the people at the party was 
evidenced by their actions of seeking the best seats for themselves.  If 
they could get closer to the powerful Pharisee and get face-time, 
perhaps they could get special favors or maybe even a promotion to be 
on the Sanhedrin.   
 
Just as the invited guests exhibited their pride by their actions, we 
today exhibit our pride by our actions, too. Here are some questions we 
can all ask ourselves that may help us see our own pridefulness. 
 
- Am I self-centered? If so, then I am suffering from a case of pride. 
- Do I refuse to listen to the rebuke and correction of others?  If so, 
there is a pride problem.  
- Is it difficulty admitting when I make mistakes?  If so, the problem 
most assuredly is pride.  
- Do I refuse to listen to my spouse’s suggestions? Pride! 
- Do I always want my own way? Pride! 
- Do I always want to talk about your accomplishments and let people 
know how important I am? In one movie someone said as they were 
talking to a friend, “Enough about you, let’s talk about me.” 
 
Pride causes people to be selfish. It causes them to focus on and speak 
about themselves usually in glowing terms. This can lead to all sorts of 
evil.  Proverbs 8:13 states that fearing God means hating pride. The 
verse states, "The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance 
and the evil way, and the perverted mouth, I hate.”  Notice in this verse 
how closely connected pride is with evil and a perverted mouth! 
 
3.  Humility is a choice – Lk 14:8-11 
Luke 14:8-11 states,  
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8  "When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not 
take the place of honor... lest someone more distinguished than 
you may have been invited by him,  9  and he who invited you both 
shall come and say to you, 'Give place to this man,' and then in 
disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place.  10  "But when you 
are invited, go and recline at the last place, so that when the one 
who has invited you comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up 
higher'; then you will have honor in the sight of all who are at the 
table with you.  11  "For everyone who exalts himself shall be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted." 

 
Each person must make the choice to humble himself. He must choose 
not to jockey for position. He must resist the temptation to give in to 
his prideful sin-nature. 
 
Exodus 10:3 shows the prideful nature of the Egypt’s Pharaoh. The 
verse states, “And Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to him, 
"Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 'How long will you refuse 
to humble yourself before Me? Let My people go, that they may serve 
Me.” Indeed, humility is a choice. 
 
Proverbs 6:3 gives great advice to those who have erred because of 
pride. The verse states, “Do this then, my son, and deliver yourself; since 
you have come into the hand of your neighbor, go, humble yourself, and 
importune your neighbor.” 
 
In the New Testament, 1 Peter 5:5-7 gives great advice about the 
importance of humility, 
 

5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of 
you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God 
is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  6 Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may 



6 
 

exalt you at the proper time,  7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, 
because He cares for you. 

 
Part of humbling oneself is learning how to respond to success.  If 
someone compliments you, say thank you, but reflect the light that is 
shined on you to others.  For example, if someone says, “Great sermon, 
“Pastor!”  Don’t say,  “It sure was!  You should have heard last week’s!”  
Instead reply, “Thank you. I am so thankful that God is using all of us in 
our church to touch lives... or I am so thankful for the secretaries who 
answer the phones and give us pastors time to study...”   
 
4.  Humility has its rewards in this life - vv8-11 
Again listen to Luke 14:8-11: 
 

8  "When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not 
take the place of honor... lest someone more distinguished than 
you may have been invited by him,  9  and he who invited you both 
shall come and say to you, 'Give place to this man,' and then in 
disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place.  10  "But when you 
are invited, go and recline at the last place, so that when the one 
who has invited you comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up 
higher'; then you will have honor in the sight of all who are at the 
table with you.  11  "For everyone who exalts himself shall be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted." 

 
Being sincerely humble may save a person from embarrassment. 
People can see pride a mile away, and for that matter, they can see 
false humility as well. Both are wrong. Sincere humility is an admirable 
quality. Proverbs 22:4 reveals, “The reward of humility and the fear of 
the LORD are riches, honor and life.” 
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5.  Humility is evidenced by motives – Lk 14:12-14 
After addressing the invited guests, Jesus shifted His focus to the host 
who threw the lunch. 
 

12  And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, 
"When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you in return, and repayment come to you.  13  "But when 
you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind,  14  and you will be blessed, since they do not have the 
means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous."   

 
Are we inviting folks over to impress them or to gain favor with them, 
or are we inviting folks over for the purpose of the reaching them for 
God’s kingdom? Hopefully it is the latter. 
 
6.  Humility brings eternal blessing – Lk 14:13,14 
Luke 14:13,14 states, “13 But when you give a reception, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind,  14  and you will be blessed, since they 
do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous." John 5:28-29 confirms that people will be 
raised either to a resurrection of life or to face judgment, “28 Do not 
marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs 
shall hear His voice,  29 and shall come forth; those who did the good 
deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 
resurrection of judgment.” Acts 24:15 also confirms the fact the people 
will eventually be raised, “Having a hope in God, which these men 
cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both 
the righteous and the wicked.” 
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7.  Our humility may help draw people to the Lord – Luke 14:15 
Luke 14:15 states, “And when one of those who were reclining at the 
table with Him heard this, he said to Him, "Blessed is everyone who 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!" Apparently someone was 
influenced by Jesus humility and teaching on it.   
 
When we show true humility, God can certainly use it for good, even to 
bring lost souls to Himself…! 
 
SUMMARY 
God is concerned about humility..... 
 
FINAL THOUGHTS 
Micah 6:8 gives a great summary verse regarding the importance of 
humility. The verse states, “He has told you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?” 
 
Proverbs 27:2 states, “Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; 
a stranger, and not your own lips.” 
 
Remember, those who sing their own praises often sing alone. 
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Verses on pride 
 
Prov 16:18-19  - “Pride {goes} before destruction, and a haughty spirit 
before stumbling.  It is better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, 
than to divide the spoil with the proud.” 
 
Prov 6:16-19 -- “16  There are six things which the LORD hates, yes, 
seven which are an abomination to Him:  17  Haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,  18  A heart that devises 
wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil,  19  A false witness {who} 
utters lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers.” 
 
Prov 8:13  --  "The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance 
and the evil way, and the perverted mouth, I hate.” 
 
1 Pet 5:5-7 -- “5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; 
and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for 
God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  6  Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you at the proper time,  7  casting all your anxiety upon Him, because 
He cares for you.” 
 
Verses on humility 
 
Prov 22:4, “The reward of humility {and} the fear of the LORD are riches, 
honor and life.” 
 
Prov 25:6-7 
“6  Do not claim honor in the presence of the king, and do not stand in 
the place of great men;  7  For it is better that it be said to you, "Come 
up here," than that you should be put lower in the presence of the 
prince, whom your eyes have seen.” 


