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Introduction 
Have you ever received a special dinner invitation?  It might have read, 
“You are cordially invited to the White House to a dinner honoring our 
new president…. The attire for the evening is formal...”  Wouldn’t it be 
great to get that invite! 
 
Or perhaps you received this invitation, “Your presence is requested for 
a dinner at the Skywalker Ranch to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
Lucas Films.”  That indeed would be special!   
 
But more realistically most of us get invitations like, “You’re invited to a 
BBQ at the pastor’s house, bring your own meat and a side-dish to 
share...” Hmmmm…. 
 
Some dinner invitations can be exciting, others you might want to 
decline. This message looks at the ultimate dinner invitation found in 
Luke 14:15-24. 
 
In prior verses in the same passage, Jesus was invited to lunch at the 
home of a Pharisee. At the meal the religious leaders watched Jesus 
closely to see what He would do. The first thing He did was to heal a 
man suffering from dropsy. He then noticed that the guests were 
jockeying for the best seats at the table. In response to their pride, 
Jesus told a parable about humility. He then went on to challenge the 
host to think differently about future lunches. Rather than inviting the 
rich, the influential, and special friends, the host was encouraged to 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. By doing so he 
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would show that his motive was giving rather than getting. He would 
be meeting pressing needs rather than lining himself up for future 
parties and favors.   
 
After Jesus made His challenge, one of the guests reclining at the table 
was stirred to make a statement about God’s kingdom. His response is 
recorded in Luke 14:15, “And when one of those who were reclining {at 
the table} with Him (Jesus) heard this, he said to Him, ‘Blessed is 
everyone who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!’"   
 
The guest obviously thought that he and his cronies were assured of a 
spot in heaven. After all, they had been invited to the home of a 
member of the Sanhedrin, the most influential religious group in all 
Israel. Certainly this made them a cut above other people in God’s eyes, 
at least in their view. 
 
To this remark Jesus responded with another parable about a big 
dinner where many guests were invited, but many declined. It was to 
this dinner that the ultimate invitation was given because the parable 
pictured how God, through Christ, had invited the Jewish nation to 
receive their Messiah (Jesus) and usher in His kingdom. Unfortunately 
the Jews refused God’s ultimate invitation, and God shifted His 
invitation from the Jews to all men from every nation. The Jews who 
thought they would be first, would miss the kingdom of God by refusing 
the invitation, and the Gentiles, who had always been on the outside 
looking in, would now be welcomed into God’s kingdom.   
 
It is interesting to note that the Messianic age is prophesied in the Old 
Testament and pictured as a banquet. Isaiah 25:6-8 states, 
 

6  And the LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all 
peoples on this mountain; a banquet of aged wine, choice pieces 
with marrow, {and} refined, aged wine. 
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 ((Amazing! It looks like there will be social drinking in heaven!!)) 
 

7  And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is 
over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all nations.   
8  He will swallow up death for all time, and the Lord GOD will 
wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the reproach 
of His people from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken. 

 
Later in Isaiah 65:11-13 the prophet writes words from God, Himself, 
 

11 But you who forsake the LORD, who forget My holy mountain, 
who set a table for fortune, and who fill cups with mixed wine for 
Destiny,  12  I will destine you for the sword, and all of you shall 
bow down to the slaughter. Because I called, but you did not 
answer; I spoke, but you did not hear. And you did evil in My sight, 
and chose that in which I did not delight.  13 Therefore, thus says 
the Lord GOD, "Behold, My servants shall eat, but you shall be 
hungry. Behold, My servants shall drink, but you shall be thirsty. 
Behold, My servants shall rejoice, but you shall be put to shame.” 

 
In the book of Revelation there will be the marriage supper of the lamb, 
when all believers (pictured as Christ’s bride) will sit down with Christ 
(the bridegroom) for a glorious feast in heaven. Revelation 19:7-9 
records this future incident, 
 

7  Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself 
ready.  8 And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, 
bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 
saints.  9 And he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, 
"These are true words of God." 
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Back to the parable 
Keeping this background in mind, listen now to Luke 14:15-24 as one 
dinner guest responds to Jesus’, and as Jesus tells the parable about the 
dinner where the ultimate invitation is given. 
 
Luke 14:15-24 states, 
 

15 And when one of those who were reclining {at the table} with 
Him heard this, he said to Him, "Blessed is everyone who shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God!"  16 But He (Jesus) said to him, "A 
certain man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many;  17 and 
at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been 
invited, 'Come; for everything is ready now.'  18 "But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I have bought a 
piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please consider 
me excused.'  19 "And another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I am going to try them out; please consider me excused.'  
20 "And another one said, 'I have married a wife, and for that 
reason I cannot come.'  21 "And the slave came back and reported 
this to his master. Then the head of the household became angry 
and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of 
the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and 
lame.'  22 "And the slave said, 'Master, what you commanded has 
been done, and still there is room.'  23 "And the master said to the 
slave, 'Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.  24 'For I tell 
you, none of those men who were invited shall taste of my 
dinner.'" 

 
Recognizing that Jesus is not just talking about a dinner but about 
entrance into God’s kingdom, it is helpful to ask, “Who do each of the 
characters in His story represent?” 
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Who represents whom? 
Who is represented by the man giving the feast? God the Father is!  He 
is the one who has the ultimate invitation sent out. 
 
What about the slave who went out to give the final invitation? Who 
does he represent? John the Baptist. It was John who began preaching 
in the wilderness, “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand (Mt 
3:1,2).”   
 
The slave could also be Jesus, Himself, because He too went about 
preaching the kingdom. Luke 8:1 states, “And it came about soon 
afterwards, that He (Jesus) began going about from one city and village 
to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God; and the 
twelve were with Him.” 
 
Who do the initial invitees represent (those who received the first 
invitation, and made excuses why they could not come)? The Jews!  
The Jews were the ones whom God chose to work through to bring His 
blessings to the whole world. Rather than fulfilling their role, the Jews 
were a stiff-necked and obstinate people who often were more of a 
hassle to God than a help.   
 
Who is represented by the ones who took the expanded invitation to 
the city streets, highways and byways?  (It is insinuated in the passage 
that others are involved). They are probably believers, those who love 
and serve the master! Those who have believed in Christ from the 
disciples forward are the ones who must now take God’s ultimate 
invitation to the world. 
 
Who do the expanded invitees (the poor, the crippled, the blind, the 
lame and those out on the highways and by the hedges) represent?  
The Gentiles (non-Jews). Salvation is open to all men from every tribe, 
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every culture, and every nation. I don’t say “every race” because we are 
all of the same race, the human race, all descendants of Adam and Eve. 
 
But besides being a beautiful picture of the invitation to all people to be 
part of God’s kingdom, this passage is full of important principles.  The 
first is: 
 
1.  Don’t miss divine opportunities to share - v15 
Luke 14:15 states, “And when one of those who were reclining at the 
table with Him heard this, he said to Him, "Blessed is everyone who 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!"   
 
A person brought up the subject of the kingdom of God and Jesus 
jumped on it. 
 
Do we pray for and then take advantage of opportunities to share when 
they arise? Sharing the good news of the kingdom of God may not 
always mean sharing the entire gospel message. It may simply be 
planting seeds and watering them.  It may start by striking up a simple 
conversation with the person next to you on the bus. It may begin by 
helping someone pick up something they accidentally dropprf in a 
store. It may begin by asking someone in line at the grocery store how 
old their baby is.  It may start by taking time to talk with a neighbor 
who happens to be in his yard.   
 
Christians need to ask God for opportunities to speak into the lives of 
others no matter how basic the conversation may be. A simple 
conversation may open up a clear opportunity to share the good news, 
right then or sometime in the future, or it may simply help build your 
relationship.   
 
We can also learn how to steer conversations towards things of God.  
Someone might say to us, “Great weather we are having, don’t you 
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think?”  This opens the perfect opportunity for you to respond, “God 
sure makes beautiful days!” If you think this sounds a little hokey, why 
not say, “I thank God for every new day,”  or you could go straight to 
Scripture and say, “Just the other day I was reading a verse in the Bible 
which says, ‘This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and 
be glad in it!’” (Psalm 118:24) 
 
2.  God desires people to be saved – Lk 14:16,17 
Luke 14:16, 17 states, “16 But He said to him, "A certain man was giving 
a big dinner, and he invited many;  17  and at the dinner hour he sent his 
slave to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for everything is 
ready now.'   
 
This may sound like I am stating the obvious, but the fact of God’s 
invitation to all people bears repeating. If God did not see us as 
precious, He never would have invited us to His big dinner. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-5 addresses God’s desire that all men be saved.   
 

1  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,  2 for kings and all 
who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and 
quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  3 This is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Savior,  4  who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  5 For there is one God, 
and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus… 

 
In a slightly different way John 3:16 says the same thing, “For God so 
loved the world He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 
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The question is, does God’s desire to see people saved resonate in our 
hearts or simply in our heads.  Has this truth changed our lives or are 
our hearts so full of our own desires that there is nothing left for God?  
As Christians we need to have the attitude, if God desires something, 
we need to want it too.  If He hates something, so must we! Someone 
rightly said, “Love God, hate evil.”  If we truly love God, then the desire 
to see people saved must become one of our chief desires! 
 
Many folks have Psalm 37:4 as a favorite verse.  It states, “Delight 
yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.”  
But what does this mean? It does not mean that if we delight ourselves 
in God that He will fulfill all the selfish desires of our hearts. It does 
mean that if we draw close to God He will not only place the right 
desires in our hearts but also fulfill them. In other words, if we delight 
ourselves in Him, His desires will become our desires, and then He will 
bring them to pass! 
 
That’s another reason why we need to press into God. As we draw close 
to Him, He will change our hearts so that we desire the things that 
advance His kingdom. Philippians 2:12-13 makes this clear, “12  So then, 
my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 
but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling;  13  for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to 
work for {His} good pleasure.” 
 
God desires to work in our lives for His good purposes. And it must be 
stated, that when God’s desires become ours, that is when we will be 
most fulfilled! 
 
3.  Possessions and relationships can blind people – Lk 14:18-20 
Luke 14:18-20 states,  
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 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first one said to 
him, 'I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look 
at it; please consider me excused.'  19 And another one said, 'I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please 
consider me excused.'  20 And another one said, 'I have married a 
wife, and for that reason I cannot come.'   

 
One after another the guests declined the invitation to the dinner.  
They were blinded by the things of this world.  They saw the temporal 
rather than the eternal as most important. 
 
It is amazing to me how weak these excuses really were.  It is hard to 
believe that a man would need to rush out to see a piece of land he had 
just bought. Anyone with any business sense would look at the piece of 
land before he bought it! The same is true with the five yoke of oxen. A 
person would try them out before spending money to purchase them.  
The only remotely acceptable excuse comes from the man who married 
a wife. He indeed might find that her honey-do list would prevent him 
from attending any dinner for a long time...  But then on the other 
hand, honey-do lists usually don’t start on the wedding day, and many 
young brides would love to go to a party.  It is also quite likely that the 
host of the party knew about the new marriage and desired the new 
bride to come. 
 
The parable of the sower talks about the blinding force of riches.  
Matthew 13:22 records what happened to the seed sown among 
thorns, "And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is 
the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” 
 
To this man, the invitation of God sounded good, but he just couldn’t 
get past all things he had to worry about in this life that kept him from 
finding real life with God. 
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The story of the rich young ruler is another example of how worldly 
riches can influence a person to reject heavenly riches. Matthew 19:21-
26 states, 
 

21 Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go {and} sell your 
possessions and give to {the} poor, and you shall have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me."  22 But when the young man heard 
this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned 
much property.  23 And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to 
you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  24 

"And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  
25 And when the disciples heard {this,} they were very astonished 
and said, "Then who can be saved?"   26 And looking upon them 
Jesus said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible." 

 
Even though riches can blind people, there are many rich people who 
have come to Christ because all things are possible with God. 
 
The power of possessions and relationships not only affects non-
Christians, but it often prevents Christians from fulfilling all God wants 
them to do with their lives. Have you come to Christ, yet found that you 
are doing little for the kingdom of God because you have allowed your 
possessions and worldly relationships to consume your time? If so, you 
may be suffering from the very dangerous disease Affluenza!   
 
4.  There is plenty of room for all in God’s kingdom – Lk 14:21,22 
Luke 14:21,22 states,  
 

21 And the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then 
the head of the household became angry and said to his slave, 'Go 
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out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in here 
the poor and crippled and blind and lame.'  22 "And the slave said, 
'Master, what you commanded has been done, and still there is 
room.'   

 
It ought to warm our hearts that God has made room in heaven for as 
many as will respond to Him. Contrary to what is taught by the 
Jehovah’s witnesses, there are more than 144,000 people going to 
heaven. 
 
We’ve had dinners in our home that have been a little crowded.  We 
planned on nice warm weather where we could all sit outside, but the 
good weather didn’t materialize and we were all crammed in the living 
room.  There will be no cramped quarters at the banquet in heaven.  
There will be plenty of room and plenty of food for all. 
 
Matthew 11:28 states, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest.” 
 
Acts 2:21 says, “And it shall be, that everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
Romans 10:11-13 states, 
 

11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be 
disappointed."  12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,  abounding in riches for all 
who call upon Him;  13 for "Whoever will call upon the name of the 
Lord will be saved." 

 
All, everyone, and whoever are some of God’s favorite words.  There is 
room at the cross for all who will come.  There is plenty of room at the 
Marriage supper of the Lamb!  Will you be there? 
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5.  Our invitation to others needs to be compelling – Lk 14:23 
Luke 14:23 states, "And the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the 
highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled.”   
 
Don’t just tell them, compel them. The word compel means to drive to.  
It is a strong word.  It means to constrain by argument. In other words, 
we should be able to give strong evidence for why we believe. In this 
realm two dynamics work together. One is God’s sovereignty and the 
other is human responsibility. Regarding God’s sovereignty  John 6:44 
states,"No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws 
him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” If God doesn’t draw people 
to Himself they are not coming. Christians can preach until they are 
blue in the face, but if the Holy Spirit doesn’t move in the hearts of the 
hearers, their words will have no effect and simply fall on deaf ears.  
But on the flip side of God’s sovereignty is what is known as human 
responsibility. This means that people are responsible to share the 
word so that the Holy Spirit can use it in the hearts of hearers. In other 
words, if humans do not share the gospel with non-Christians those 
non-Christians will have nothing to respond to. Both of these dynamics 
are important in the sharing process.  Christians share (human 
responsibility) and God moves (Divine sovereignty).   
 
Romans 10:11-15 states the importance of human responsibility. First a 
few preliminary verses that state that God wants all people to come to 
Him, 
  

11  For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be 
disappointed." 12  For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; for the same {Lord} is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all 
who call upon Him;  13  for "Whoever will call upon the name of the 
Lord will be saved."   
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Now for the part on human responsibility, 
 

14  How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?  15  And how 
shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good 
things!" 

 
In order for folks to call on the name of the Lord they have to believe.  
In order to believe they have to hear.  In order to hear, someone has to 
tell them.  In order for someone to tell them, that someone has to be 
sent.  So the progression goes: someone is sent, that person preaches 
the gospel, someone else hears the message and believes it and calls 
upon the name of the Lord and is saved.  Amazing!  Human 
responsibility and God’s sovereignty working hand in hand to bring 
people to Christ. 
 
It is hard to know where that fine line is between God’s sovereignty and 
human responsibility, but rather than focusing on God’s part, Christians 
need to focus on their part.  Suffice it to say that God uses compelling 
arguments to prompt the hearts of those He is drawing to Himself!  
 
It was the compelling evidence presented to me by a conference 
speaker that God used to pull me to Himself!  Do you have compelling 
arguments that you are ready to share with those who need to hear 
them.  I believe it is paramount for Christians to be ready to share in a 
compelling way, why they believe and why others need to as well. All of 
this needs to be done in love. 
 



14 
 

1 Peter 3:15 states, “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 
 
What are some of the compelling arguments that people need to hear.  
Three have to do with basic questions that most everyone wants 
answered. The first is, “Does God really exist?”  Another is, “Is the Bible 
really His Word?  A third is, “Is Jesus Christ really His Son?”  When peple 
get questions like these answered, they come face to face with the fact 
that the dinner invitation from God is real. There is a God, He has a 
Book, and He has a Son.  Next they need to hear the gospel and see 
why they need to respond to His dinner invitation.  To reject His 
invitation is to seal ones eternal destiny away from God. 
 
I challenge and encourage you not only to learn the compelling reasons 
why people need to come to Christ, but also to share them!     
 
6.  Exclusion from the dinner will be man’s choice not God’s – Lk 14:24 
Luke 14:24 states, “For I tell you, none of those men who were invited 
shall taste of my dinner." 
 
It is true that you win or lose by the way you choose.  Those who refuse 
God’s ultimate invitation will wake up to their own foolish decision 
when they face judgment and see that worldly possessions and 
relationships pale in comparison to the eternal nature of heaven and 
the eternal blessings found there.  They will be doomed to eternity 
away from God in a place of torment.  There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
 
Recently I got a phone call from a local group in Marin inviting me to 
come to an opinion poll.  The call said that if I would come to a brief 
meeting and give my opinions about what people were looking for in a 
new home that they would pay me $100 cash.  It sounded too good to 
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be true, but I decided to call back.  My gut instinct told me that they 
would try to sell me something, or that there would be some other 
catch. I went to the meeting, and it was just as they described it. I gave 
my opinions as part of a group. It took about 90 minutes, and then they 
handed me a $100 on the way out. 
 
Alot of people say, “If something sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is.”  I agree.  But in this case I was wrong. 
 
Conclusion 
God’s invitation may sound too good to be true, but it is the real thing.  
If you have not yet responded to His ultimate dinner invitation, you 
need to do it before it is too late. 
 
The Bible states that we are all sinners and need God’s salvation. His 
salvation is free to all who will receive it. Will you recieve it today? 
 
If you already are a Christian there are two things which really stand 
out to me in me in this passage: 
 
1.  God’s desire to see people saved 
2.  Our responsibility to tell them on His behalf. 
 
Will you answer the call to do that? Let’s pray right now… 
 

 


