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Have you ever had a fruit tree in your yard?  When I was a child my 
family had an orchard with several fruit trees: apple, persimmon, and 
orange trees.  The apple trees especially were like a magnet drawing in 
birds, and deer.  The deer would not only get the apples that dropped 
to the ground, they would stand on their hind legs and pick the apples 
with their teeth.  It was amazing to see how long that deer could stand 
on two legs.  No, I don’t believe it was evidence of evolution. (smile) 
 
In Lucas Valley where we first lived when we moved to Marin County, 
we had a fig tree in the backyard.  I had never had a fig tree, nor had I 
ever developed a taste for figs, but during that year, I grew to enjoy 
figs, and unfortunately, so did our dog… This caused another problem 
which I won’t describe, but suffice it to say, I needed to pick up any figs 
that had fallen before our dog found them.   
 
The subject for this message has to do with fruit and specifically figs.  
The title is, “The Parable of the Fig Tree.” 
 
Before looking at the important truth tucked away in this parable, let’s 
first look at the history of fig trees in the Bible. 
 
The fig tree first appears in the garden of  Eden after Adam and Eve 
sinned.  Genesis 3:7 states,  “Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loin coverings.”  Adam and Eve used fig 
tree leaves not the tree’s fruit. 
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The fig tree appears  again when God judged Egypt with plagues. He 
destroyed their fig trees.  Psalm 105:30-33 states,  
 

30  Their land swarmed with frogs even in the chambers of 
their kings.  31 He spoke, and there came a swarm of flies and 
gnats in all their territory.  32  He gave them hail for rain, and 
flaming fire in their land.  33  He struck down their vines also 
and their fig trees, and shattered the trees of their territory. 

 
In addition, the fig tree is used in a positive way to describe the 
Promised Land.  Deuteronomy 8:7-9 says, 
 

7  "For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a 
land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing 
forth in valleys and hills;  8  a land of wheat and barley, of 
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and 
honey;  9  a land where you shall eat food without scarcity, in 
which you shall not lack anything; a land whose stones are 
iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 

 
When the Jewish spies scouted out the Promised Land they were 
amazed at its fertile nature.  Indeed it was a land flowing with milk and 
honey.  To show its bounty they brought back among other things, figs, 
for their kinsmen.  Numbers 13:23 states, “Then they came to the valley 
of Eshcol and from there cut down a branch with a single cluster of 
grapes; and they carried it on a pole between two men, with some of 
the pomegranates and the figs.” 
 
Fig trees were also used to describe the Jewish nation at peace.  I 
Kings 4:25 describes the state of the nation in the days of Solomon.  “So 
Judah and Israel lived in safety, every man under his vine and his fig 
tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.” 
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Fig trees grow slowly. It often takes several years to produce a first 
harvest of luscious fruit.  A person only needs to travel the hills of 
Palestine and see the many groves of fig trees to know how important 
they are to the Jewish people.  They are like grapes to the Napa Valley 
in California!  
 
Listen now to Jesus’ words in this important parable of the fig tree. 
 

6  And He began telling this parable: "A certain man had a fig 
tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it, and did not find any.  7 And he said to 
the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it 
down! Why does it even use up the ground?'  8 And he 
answered and said to him, 'Let it alone, sir, for this year too, 
until I dig around it and put in fertilizer;  9 and if it bears fruit 
next year, fine; but if not, cut it down.'" 

 
The man who planted the fig tree planted it in his vineyard, expecting it 
to produce fruit.  After a reasonable maturation time, the farmer came 
looking for figs and found none.  After three years of expecting to see a 
harvest, the farmer decided to cut down the tree because it was 
unfruitful and taking up space that could be used for another fruit tree.  
His vineyard-keeper encouraged the man to wait one more year.  In the 
meantime, the vineyard-keeper would dig around the tree and put in 
some fertilizer, in hopes of helping the tree become a fruit-bearer.   
 
In the parable of the fig tree the man who plants the fig tree represents 
God.  The fig tree represents the nation of Israel, as well as every 
person who ever lived.  The vine-keeper represents Jesus Christ.  
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Truth from the fig tree parable 
This parable teaches at least six important truths.  
 
1.  God is sovereign - v6 
Luke 13:6 states, “And He began telling this parable: “A certain man 
had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it, and did not find any.” 
 
Just like the man planted the fig tree in his own vineyard, so God has 
chosen for each of us to be born into his world at a certain time and 
place.  None of us asked to be born, we just were.  God is sovereign.  He 
is in control.  He does what pleases Him.  If you are alive today, know 
that God has chosen to plant you where you are during this time in 
history for His purposes. 
 
2.  God expects and is looking for fruit from His creation - v6b 
Listen again to Luke 13:6  “And He began telling this parable: ‘A certain 
man had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it, and did not find any.’”   
 
The man planted the tree because he expected it to produce fruit.  In 
the same way, God is looking for fruit in the lives of His people.  God 
designed humans to bear fruit for His kingdom.  Psalm 1:1-3 describes 
the godly man who bears fruit,  
 

1  How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the 
seat of scoffers!  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and in His law he meditates day and night.  3 And he will be 
like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in 
whatever he does, he prospers.   
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John the Baptist talked about the need for Pharisees and Sadducees 
who claimed to know God to bring forth fruit in keeping with 
repentance.  If they were truly saved (which they weren’t), God 
expected them to bear fruit!  Matthew 3:7,8 tells the story of the 
encounter of John and the Jewish religious leaders, “7  But when he saw 
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?  8  "Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance.”   
 
But the question arises, what kind of fruit are we to produce?  We are 
to produce at least five kinds.  And it must be noted that these cannot 
be produced to their full potential until we come to know Jesus Christ 
as personal Savior and Lord, and are indwelt and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit!   
 
The five kinds of fruit are: 
 
1)  The fruit of the spirit (love, joy, peace, patience...) - Galatians 
5:22,23 states,  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law.” Certainly God wants us to have these qualities 
in our lives and to live them out every day. 
 
2)  The fruit of lips (praise) - Hebrews 13:15 states, “Through Him then, 
let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that give thanks to His name.” God wants us to show our gratitude 
for the good He has done for us. The reality is, if we realized all that 
God does for us all the time, we would be very thankful to Him on a 
regular basis. 
 
3)  The fruit of righteousness (a righteous life) - James 3:17,18 says, 
“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
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hypocrisy.  And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace.”  God expects that we would have a high level 
of righteousness in our lives. Because we are sinner, we will all sin 
sometimes, but the vast majority of the time righteousness should be 
seen in our lives. 
 
4)  The fruit of good works - (good deeds done in the name of Christ) - 
Colossians 1:10 states, “...so that you may walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God.” This verse tells us the 
importance of doing good works. In those good works fruit will be 
produced to change lives. 
 
5)  The fruit of souls won to Christ - John 4:35,36 reads, “Do you not 
say, 'There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I 
say to you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are white 
for harvest.  Already he who reaps is receiving wages, and is gathering 
fruit for life eternal; that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice 
together.” The fruit of souls won to Christ is the greatest fruit of all. 
 
Are these various fruits evident in your life and in mine? They should 
be! 
 
1) The fruit of the Spirit - Is the Holy Spirit living in us and producing His 
fruit?  Are we resisting Him or giving Him free reign? 
2) The fruit of lips -  Do we spend time praising God from our hearts, 
thus exhibiting the fruit of lips?  Do we praise Him in prayer?  Do we 
sing His praises at church from our hearts? 
3) The fruit of righteousness - Are we producing the fruit of 
righteousness by living holy lives?  Are we quick to turn away from 
temptation and sin and turn toward God? 
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4) The fruit of good works - Are we exhibiting the fruit of good works?  
Do we look for good that we can do for others?  Do we only have our 
eyes on ourselves, or do we have them on those around us? 
5) The fruit of souls won to Christ -  Do we produce the fruit of souls 
won to Christ, by actively seeking to share our faith? 
 
These various fruits are to be the norm for in the life of every Christian.  
If Christians will catch this vision and produce this fruit, they can change 
the world radically for God’s kingdom! 
 
3.  God designed fruit production to take time - 6,7a 
Notice in Luke 13:6,7 that the man who planted the fig tree, knew that 
fruit production took time.  He knew it would be a few years before the 
tree produced any fruit.  The average fig tree takes about three years to 
bear its first fruit, but this tree did not. That is why the man desired to 
cut it down. 
 

“6 A certain man had a fig tree which had been planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it, and did not find 
any.  7 And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without 
finding any.’  

 
People, like fig trees, don’t bear fruit immediately.  There is a certain 
maturation process that must take place first.  After that time, 
however, fruit should appear.  Apparently in the parable of the fig tree, 
that amount of time had come and gone and the owner was greatly 
disappointed that the tree was fruitless. 
 
I’m not sure what the average time should be until a human produces 
God’s desired fruit, but certainly it should begin soon after coming to 
Christ.  Just like a fig tree that grows and produces a greater amount of 
fruit as it matures, so it is in the life of the believer.  Those who have 
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been Christians longer should produce more and hopefully better fruit 
as each year passes. 
 
This brings up the fourth point. 
 
4.  God has the right to remove fruitless trees - 7b 
Luke 13:7b states,  "And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding 
any. Cut it down! Why does it even use up the ground?'   
 
When no fruit appeared on the fig tree after a reasonable amount of 
time, the owner wanted the tree cut down because it took up precious 
ground.  As owner, the man had the right to remove the tree and plant 
another if he so chose.  Similarly, God has the right to remove those 
who do not produce fruit for His kingdom.  This applies to  
Christians as well as non-Christians.  In Matthew 3:9,10 John the Baptist 
warned the Pharisees and Saducees of the danger of fruitlessness.  As 
religious leaders who claimed to know God, they should have been 
producing much fruit for the kingdom.  Instead they lived hypocritically, 
saying good things, but not honoring God.  Listen to Matthew’s words 
to these ungodly religious leaders. 
 

9  and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you, that God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  10  
"And the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 

 
Instead of producing fruit, the Pharisees claimed to have a relationship 
with God by way of their ethnic background.  They were Jews, 
Abraham’s children, and thought that should be enough to stand them 
in good stead with God.  The truth is, being of the seed of Abraham (a 
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Jew) was not enough.  God wanted those of Jewish descent to truly 
love Him and serve Him with a whole heart. 
 
John the Baptist warned that the axe was already laid at the root of the 
trees.  The vine-keeper had not yet picked up the axe to begin 
chopping, but that time was coming unless there was some obvious 
change in the Pharisee’s.  The Pharisees were like the fruitless fig tree 
and in danger of being cut down and thrown into Hell’s fire.  When 
would the cutting down begin?  It could begin at any time! 
 
This brings up a fifth important point.   
 
5.  It is God’s mercy which delays His wrath - 8,9 
Even though the owner wanted to cut down the fig tree, the vineyard-
keeper suggested that they wait to see if some cultivating and fertilizing  
triggered the fruit bearing process.  Listen to Luke 13:8,9,“8  And he 
answered and said to him, 'Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until I dig 
around it and put in fertilizer;  9  and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if 
not, cut it down.'    
 
When the vineyard-keeper speaks to the owner and suggests that he 
wait before cutting down the fig tree, the vineyard-keeper knows that 
the ultimate decision is in the hands of the owner. Perhaps the owner 
will show mercy, but perhaps not.   
 
Also, notice that neither the vine-keeper nor the owner can make the 
tree bear fruit.  It is ultimately up to the tree which has the ability 
inherently built in.  All they can do is plant, cultivate and fertilize it.   
 
In the same way, God does not force people to bear fruit.  He does not 
force them to come to Him.  But He has done many, many things to 
encourage people to be fruit bearers:  
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- He placed us in a beautiful world where the creation cries out 
that God is alive. 
- He has sent His Son into the world to teach wonderful truth and 
do mighty miracles. 
- He had Jesus die for our sins and then be miraculously raised 
from the dead. 
- He allowed Jesus’ mighty works to be recorded and preserved in 
the Bible so we could read them and believe! 
- He made the Bible the most printed and circulated book in all 
the world. 
- He sent the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of men and draw 
them to Himself. 
- He established and blessed His church across the face of the 
earth.  
- He put leaders in the church who have continuously shared the 
gospel for two millennia.  
- He placed Christians everywhere and gave them the mandate to 
share the good news with family, friends, neighbors, and co-
workers, and everyone in their sphere of influence. 
- He still does miracles which confirm that He is actively working 
in the world today. 
- He allows incidents to touch people’s lives so they will look up. 
- He allows us direct access to Him in prayer and the study of His 
Word. 
- He cultivates and fertilizes our lives in hundreds of ways...  

 
Are you listening and responding to His leading and promptings in your 
life or are you still caught in the web of your own world and interests? 
 
This brings us to one last important truth. 
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6.  Judgment is coming – v9 
Luke 13:9 states, “and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it 
down."    
 
God’s mercy is not forever.  Judgment is coming.  What would happen if 
the fig tree did not bear fruit the next year?  It would probably be cut 
down, but, there is the possibility that the vine-keeper would again say 
to the owner, “Let’s wait one more year.”  Maybe the owner would 
agree, but then again, maybe not.   
 
In relation to people, if there is no fruit in a person’s life, it is a clear 
indication that the person does not know God. When that person dies 
he or she will be judged and sentenced to eternity away from God in 
Hell.  
 
For those who produce fruit in their lives, it is a clear indication that 
they know Jesus. Their spirits will go into God’s presence immediately 
when they die, for 2 Corinthians 5:8 states, “We are of good courage, I 
say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home 
with the Lord.” 
 
Conclusion 
Are you producing kingdom fruit or are you still fighting against God 
and refusing to make Jesus Lord and Savior of your life? In encourage 
you to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior and to begin allowing Him to 
produce fruit in your life.  He is a wonderful Lord. I can personally tell 
you that the day I received Jesus was the best day of my life. Every day 
that goes by I am so thankful that I made that decision. If you have 
never made that decision, I encourage you do to it today. Here is a 
simple prayer you can pray if you sincerely want to make Jesus Lord of 
your life. He know whether or not you are serious about asking Him 
in…..AMEN 


