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Why You Do What You Do 
 

Luke 13:31-35 
 

By Christopher Losey 
 
When you make a decision, what is it that motivates you?  For example, 
what motivates you in relation to how you spend your time…?,  how 
you treat others…?, how you conduct yourself in business…?, or how 
you treat your children…?  In short, why do you do what you do? 
 
This message looks at motivation. It examines the motivations of three 
different characters in the Bible to see why they did what they did.  In 
understanding their motivations, it will help us understand our own and 
hopefully live in a way that pleases God. 
 
Let me paint the setting of the Luke 13:31-35 Scripture passage. Jesus is 
heading to Jerusalem to die for the sins of the world. He passes through 
Perea, the area east of Samaria on the eastern side of the Jordan river. 
Jews in general would pass through Perea on their way north or south 
rather than go through Samaria because Jews in general, hated 
Samaritans and considered them half-breeds. Although Jesus broke this 
stereotype and loved the Samaritans and ministered to them, He also 
took time to minister in Perea.   
 
Let’s now begin by examining the motivation of the Pharisees as we 
look into Luke 13:31. 
 
The Motivation of the Pharisees – Lk 13:31 
Luke 13:31 states,  “Just at that time some Pharisees came up, saying to 
Him, "Go away and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You."  The 
Pharisees were warning Jesus to leave the region of Perea because 
Herod supposedly wanted to kill Him. The question must be asked, 
“Were the Pharisees sincere in their warning?” Probably not! Instead of 



2 
 

trying to protect Jesus, they simply tried to scare Him out of the region 
in order to hasten His trip to Jerusalem. But why did they want Him to 
go to Jerusalem? They wanted Him to go because Jerusalem was the 
place where the Pharisees and other religious leaders had the greatest 
opportunity of putting Jesus to death. It was there that the high priest 
and the Sanhedrin ministered at the temple. If anyone could eliminate 
Jesus, they could! The Pharisees may have come on their own to deliver 
this message to Jesus, or they may, as they said, have come from 
Herod. We may never know for sure.  
 
It must be understood that for the most part, the Pharisees hated 
Jesus. He was a threat to their power. Through His miracles and 
teachings Jesus attracted great crowds. The crowds wanted to crown 
Him king in hopes that He would throw off the oppressive yoke of 
Rome. Thus the Pharisees considered Jesus as a threat to peace and 
their place of power. It is not that the Pharisees supported Rome. They 
hated Rome, but they also hated the idea of a mere carpenter stirring 
up trouble that could ultimately cause Rome to tighten it’s grip on the 
throat of the Jewish people. It was better to be under a bearable 
Roman yoke than to have a commoner (in their opinion), like Jesus, stir 
up trouble and bring further turmoil to a nation already in bondage. 
Under Roman peace, known as Pax Romanus, the Jewish religious 
leaders still could exercise great authority as long as the people of 
Palestine paid their taxes to Rome. If the Romans clamped down 
because of a Jewish uprising, the religious leaders might lose that 
authority. 
 
Another problem was that Jesus confronted the Pharisees openly.  Even 
if Rome didn’t step in, the Pharisees saw their religious power over the 
people waning as the people listened to and followed Jesus more than 
they followed them. 
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So why did the Pharisees bring the message of warning to Jesus? Did 
they really have His best interests at heart? No! They brought the 
message to scare Him and to hasten His death. I call this motivation 
“the preservation of power.” 
 

1. The Preservation of Power 
Simply stated, the Pharisees were trying to protect themselves and 
preserve their own power. They could not see past their own 
selfishness. Rather than rejoicing over Jesus’ wonderful miracles, His 
amazing healings, or supporting His incredible teachings, all they 
could see was the threat to their power.  The Pharisees were stuck in 
their sinful ways and wanted Jesus to go away. More accurately, they 
wanted Him dead! 

 
Is the motivation of the preservation of power always a wrong 
motivation? No! But it is if it wrongfully hurts others. Here is a 
modern-day example.  A real estate agent is a top performer in his 
office until a new agent with unusual charisma is hired.  The first 
agent begins to see his influence drying up and the other agent’s 
expanding. Out of jealousy the first agent covertly undermines the 
second by deleting messages from the phone system and 
systematically had certain files get misplaced or lost. After a long 
frustrating struggle in an adversarial environment, the second agent 
asks to be transferred to another office.  The first agent successfully, 
but wrongfully, preserves his own power. 

 
Are you motivated by preservation of power?  When someone 
becomes a threat to you at home, at the office or at school do you 
do things to covertly undermine them?  If so, you are sinning.  

 
Another interesting note about the Pharisees is that they were 
actually return evil for good. Jesus only did good to those to whom 
He ministered. He healed the sick, raised the dead, bound up the 
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broken hearted and explained God’s wonderful truth to all who 
would listen.  Rather than repaying Jesus with good, the Pharisees 
repaid Him with evil. They tried to scare Him out of Perea and into 
Judea where they hoped He would be put to death.  By desiring His 
death they were sealing their own spiritual fate for all eternity.  

 
There is a dire warning to those who return evil for good.  It is found 
in the book of Proverbs chapter seventeen verse thirteen, “He who 
returns evil for good, evil will not depart from his house.” 

 
If you seek to preserve your power by returning evil for good, you 
are putting yourself at great risk.  God states that all who do this will 
find that evil will not depart from their own house. 

 
Let’s now shift to look at Herod’s motivation and see why He did 
what He did.   

 
The Motivation of Herod - Lk 13:31 
Listen again to verse Luke 13:31, “Just at that time some Pharisees 
came up, saying to Him (Jesus), ‘Go away and depart from here, for 
Herod wants to kill You.’"   
 
Did Herod really want to kill Jesus? Possibly.  It is true that Herod had 
already killed John the Baptist, and thus might try to kill Jesus, but it 
must be remembered that Herod had John the Baptist killed 
reluctantly, and the people of his region were still very upset about it.  
For him to try to kill Jesus could cause the people to riot.  Perhaps 
Herod thought it best simply to scare Jesus into leaving his domain. He 
thus sent the Pharisees with their disturbing message. But before 
looking deeper into this and other questions regarding Herod, let’s first 
learn a bit about who he was. 
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The Herods were the ruling dynasty in Jewish Palistine during Roman 
domination.  The Herod mentioned here in Luke 13 is Herod Antipas 
the son of Herod the Great. Herod the Great, the most famous of all the 
Herods, died shortly after Christ’s birth and his kingdom was divided 
among his sons. Herod Antipas and his brothers were each given a 
region to rule. Herod Antipas became the tetrarch of Galilee and Perea.   
 
The title tetrarch comes from two Greek words tetra meaning four, and 
arche meaning rule. Hence a tetrarch was the ruler of a fourth part of a 
particular region.  By the time Herod Antipas became a tetrarch, the 
meaning of the term had changed to mean a petty, dependent prince 
lower in rank than a king. This is confirmed by the fact that when Herod 
the Great died, his kingdom was divided into only three parts, not four, 
and Herod Antipas was still given the title of tetrarch. 
 
It is interesting to note that Herod Antipas is referred to as a king in 
Mark 6:14,26.  At best he was a small-time king.  Why was he addressed 
as a king by Mark?  Probably because it was a Roman custom to refer to 
all rulers in the eastern part of Rome as kings, even though their power 
was limited. Also, Mark, the writer of the gospel, wrote from Rome.    
 
Even though the Herod’s wielded considerable power, they were 
ultimately responsible to Rome, and specifically to the Roman emperor.   
 
Let’s now look at Herod Antipas to see why he did what he did. First it is 
possible that Herod did not want to kill Jesus but only to see Him.  
Speaking of Jesus’ ministry and His disciples Luke 9:6-9 states,   
 

6  And departing, they began going about among the 
villages, preaching the gospel, and healing everywhere.         
7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was happening; 
and he was greatly perplexed, because it was said by some 
that John had risen from the dead,  8 and by some that Elijah 
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had appeared, and by others, that one of the prophets of old 
had risen again.  9 And Herod said, "I myself had John 
beheaded; but who is this man about whom I hear such 
things?" And he kept trying to see Him. 

 
By the same token it is possible that after meeting Jesus, Herod also 
desired to put Him to death. After all, Jesus’ popularity was growing 
and becoming an ever increasing threat to Herod’s domain.  But the 
truth of the matter may have been that since killing John the Baptist, 
Herod wanted someone else to kill Jesus, and thus tried to scare Him 
into leaving the region and heading to Jerusalem.    
 
Even though we don’t know for sure if the Pharisees’ message to Jesus 
really came from Herod, there are other events in Herod’s life which 
reveal the things that motivated him. The main incident is the record of 
the death of John the Baptist recorded in Mark 6:14-20. Jesus had just 
sent out His disciples to teach and heal folks. Many miracles were 
taking place and word about Jesus’ ministry came to Herod’s ears. The 
passage states, 
 

14 And King Herod heard of it, for His (Jesus’) name had 
become well known; and people were saying, "John the 
Baptist has risen from the dead, and that is why these 
miraculous powers are at work in Him."  15 But others were 
saying, "He is Elijah." And others were saying, "He is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of old."  16But when Herod 
heard of it, he kept saying, "John, whom I beheaded, has 
risen!"  17For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested 
and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his 
brother Philip, because he had married her.  18  For John had 
been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother's wife."  19  And Herodias had a grudge against him 
and wanted to put him to death and could not do so;  20 for 
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Herod was afraid of John, knowing that he was a righteous 
and holy man, and kept him safe. And when he heard him, 
he was very perplexed; but he used to enjoy listening to him.   

 
In this instance why did Herod do what he did?  The first motivation 
was pleasure, He wrongfully married his brother’s wife! 
 

1.  Pleasure - Mk 6:17,18 
Herod Antipas had a half-brother, Herod Philip. On one occasion 
while visiting his brother’s home, Herod Antipas convinced his 
brother’s wife, Herodias, to leave Herod Philip, and become his 
wife. Marrying a brother’s wife while that brother was still alive 
was forbidden in the Mosaic law. Leviticus 18:16 states, “You shall 
not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your 
brother's nakedness.” Only if ones brother died was his wife 
available for remarriage. Herod had wantonly and openly violated 
Jewish law. Evidently Herod Antipas desired her beauty for 
himself, even though she was already married. 

 
Is pleasure a wrong motivation? Not always. Husbands and wives 
are free to long for and enjoy the pleasures of marriage. But when 
pleasure takes a person outside God’s law, then it becomes 
wrong. In Herod’s case, he was way outside the law. 

 
The story of David and Bathsheba in 1 Samuel 11, the account of 
Amnon and Tamar in 2 Samuel 13 are other examples when the 
motivation of pleasure took people outside of God’s will and 
brought great shame and destruction on them. 

 
Do you allow pleasure to take you outside of God’s will?  Don’t!  It 
might destroy you! 
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Not only did Herod allow the motivation of pleasure to cloud his 
thinking, but he allowed the motivation of pride to do the same 
thing. 

 
2. Pride - Mk 6:17,18 
John the Baptist, who was a prophet, openly pointed out Herod’s 
sin and condemned his action of marrying his brother’s wife. 
Herod did not want anyone telling him what to do, even if he was 
wrong. He thus had John imprisoned.   

 
Are there times when people speak the truth to you about 
something you have done or left undone and you refuse to accept 
it. Does your wife criticize you for how tough you are on the kids?  
Do co-workers rightfully complain about something you did or 
failed to do at work?  Does a friend try to give you good advice, 
but your fail to receive it because you did not think of it yourself? 

 
If you have done something wrong and someone else points it 
out, don’t try to cover it up, make excuses, or hide the truth.  
Simply acknowledge the wrongdoing, ask forgiveness and seek to 
make it right. 

 
Herod would have done well to admit to his sin and send his wife 
back to his brother. Instead, out of pride, he sought to silence the 
source of the criticism.   

 
Another motivation in Herod’s life might be called phobia or fear. 

 
3. Phobia (fear) - Mk 6:20,  Mt 14:3-5 
One reason Herod did not kill John immediately is because he 
feared him. That is what Mark 6:17-20 says. 
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17 For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested 
and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of 
his brother Philip, because he had married her.  18 For 
John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you 
to have your brother's wife."  19 And Herodias had a 
grudge against him and wanted to put him to death 
and could not {do so;}  20  for Herod was afraid of John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and 
kept him safe.  

 
The word for afraid is phobeo meaning phobia or fear. But fear of 
John was not Herod’s only fear. Matthew 14:3-5 states that 
another reason he did not put John to death is because he feared 
the multitudes; the general population who regarded John as a 
prophet.  

 
3 For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him, 
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, the wife 
of his brother Philip.  4 For John had been saying to him, 
"It is not lawful for you to have her."  5 And although he 
wanted to put him to death, he feared the multitude, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 
Which fear caused Herod not to kill John right away? Probably 
both fears played an important part. It might be said that Herod 
did the right thing for the wrong reason. In other words, not 
putting John to death was the right thing to do, but Herod acted 
out of the fear of man, rather than the fear of God. 

 
On the other hand, Herod should not have put John in prison at 
all, because John was not guilty of any crime. He only pointed out 
Herod’s sin. 
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Is fear always a bad motivator?  No, but we must be sure that our 
fear of God overshadows any fear we have of humans. If Herod 
feared God, he never would have married Herodias in the first 
place. 

 
But unfortunately, the story for Herod goes from bad to worse. 
Next we see the motivation of popularity. 

 
 

4.  Popularity - Mk 6:21-23 
Listen to Mark 6:21-23, 

 
21  And a strategic day came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his lords and military 
commanders and the leading men of Galilee;  22  and 
when the daughter of Herodias herself came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests; and 
the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you 
want and I will give it to you."  23  And he swore to her, 
"Whatever you ask of me, I will give it to you; up to half 
of my kingdom."   

 
Everyone likes to be popular, and popularity is not necessarily a 
bad thing, but it can be a destructive motivation. On his birthday 
Herod threw a party for his lords, military commanders and 
leading men of Galilee. A little self-serving to say the least. He 
invited all the important people of the area. He wanted to be liked 
by the people he ruled. He also wanted to be popular with his 
family. It is possible that he was having difficulty being accepted 
by Herodias daughter, his step-daughter. He thus made an 
outrageous offer to her. He not only told her that he would give 
her whatever she asked, but he swore to give her anything up to 
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half of his kingdom. I imagine the alcohol was flowing at the party, 
and Herod’s judgment was a bit impaired. 

 
Again, the desire to be popular is not necessarily bad, but it can 
cause us to do and say things that we may later regret. Certainly 
this was the case with Herod. We need to be sure that any desire 
we have to be liked doesn’t influence to make poor choices. 

 
It leads us into the next motivation, peer-pressure. 

 
5.  Peer Pressure - Mk 6:24-28 
Listen to Mark 6:24,25, 

 
24  And she went out and said to her mother, "What 
shall I ask for?" And she said, "The head of John the 
Baptist."  25  And immediately she came in haste before 
the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give me right 
away the head of John the Baptist on a platter."   

 
Out of wanting to be popular the king made a foolish vow.  
Because of that vow, he now felt extreme peer pressure to take 
an innocent life.  Would he succumb to the pressure?  Sadly, yes.  
Although he feared John and the multitude, he could not bear the 
thought of losing face in front of the important people of his 
kingdom.  Rather than doing the right thing, Herod buckled under 
the pressure and had John killed.  Listen to Mark 6:26-28, 

 
26 And although the king was very sorry, yet because of 
his oaths and because of his dinner guests, he was 
unwilling to refuse her.  27 And immediately the king 
sent an executioner and commanded him to bring back 
his head. And he went and had him beheaded in the 



12 
 

prison,  28 and brought his head on a platter, and gave 
it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 

 
Is peer pressure always bad?  No!  When a group of Christians 
seeks to put pressure on an erring friend to do the right thing, 
that’s great.  But when peer pressure moves a person to do the 
wrong thing, the results can be disastrous! 

 
What about you?  Do you allow pleasure, pride, popularity, and 
peer pressure to motivate you to do things outside of God’s will?  
Be careful.  These things can lead you to do things that you will 
regret for the rest of your life. 

 
But there is one more character whose motivations we need to 
see. Who would that be? It is Jesus. 

 
The Motivation of Jesus – Luke 13:32-35 
Coming back to Luke 13, listen to verses thirty-one through thirty- five. 
Luke 13:32-35 states, 
 

31 Just at that time some Pharisees came up, saying to Him, 
"Go away and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You."  
32 And He said to them, "Go and tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast 
out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the 
third day I reach My goal.'  33 Nevertheless I must journey on 
today and tomorrow and the next day; for it cannot be that a 
prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem.  34 O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you would not have it!  35 Behold, your house is left to 
you desolate; and I say to you, you shall not see Me until the 
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time comes when you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!'" 

 
What motivated Jesus? To discover His motivation, let’s first see if it 
was one of the six motivations that we have already examined. 
 
Like the Pharisees, was Jesus’ motivation the preservation of power?  
Obviously not! He was volunarily heading toward Jerusalem and knew 
that He would die there. If He wanted to preserve His power He would 
have stayed away from that city and built up an even bigger following 
of folks by doing more miracles. 
 
Was Jesus’ motivation pleasure? Obviously not. Unlike Herod who stole 
his brother’s wife, Jesus never engaged Himself in the pleasures of this 
world. He never married, nor sought to be. Walking the length of the 
Jewish nation and probably sleeping on the ground, and often 
ministering late into the night, would not be anyone’s idea of pleasure! 
 
Was Jesus’ motivation pride?  No!  Unlike Herod who didn’t want 
anyone telling him not to sin, Jesus chose not to sin. He always 
submitted Himself to the Father’s will. He never lorded it over others, 
but always sought to be a servant. He even washed His disciples’s feet 
and showed them a powerful example of humility in action. 
 
Was Jesus’ motivation phobia (fear)? Absolutely not! Unlike Herod who 
feared John the Baptist and the crowds, Jesus feared no one. When 
confronted with the Pharisee’s warning to leave the area because 
Herod wanted to kill Him, Jesus flatly told the Pharisees to go tell Herod 
that He wasn’t leaving until the time was right. Luke 13:32 states, “And 
He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox,’  ‘Behold, I cast out demons and 
perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I reach My goal.'”  
The fact that Herod had killed John the Baptist, did not intimidate Jesus.  
He knew that nothing could hurt Him until His time had come.  
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Was Jesus’ motivation popularity? No. Unlike Herod who wanted to 
impress His dinner guests, Jesus was not out to impress anyone. Even 
though He did popular things like heal folks, He also did unpopular 
things like tell them they were sinners and if they did not repent, they 
would be eternally separated from the Father. He never sought to be 
popular or unpopular, He simply, yet lovingly told the truth. 
 
Was Jesus’ motivation peer pressure? Definitely not. The text doesn’t 
tell us the reaction of the disciples to the message from the Pharisees, 
but I imagine they were “listening in” when it was delivered. Knowing 
them, it is quite possible that after the fact, they tried to convince Jesus 
to leave right away, but He probably gave them the same answer He  
gave to the Pharisees.   
 
You may remember the incident in Matthew 16:21-26 when Jesus 
began to tell the disciples that He had come to die.  Peter took Jesus 
aside and said that he would not let this awful thing happen to Jesus, 
but Jesus rebuked Peter. Listen to the incident. 
 

21 From that time Jesus Christ began to show His disciples 
that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised up on the third day.  22 And Peter took Him aside and 
began to rebuke Him, saying, "God forbid {it,} Lord! This shall 
never happen to You."  23 But He turned and said to Peter, 
"Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for 
you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's."  
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me.  25 "For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose 
it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it.  26 For 
what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and 
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forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” 

 
So if preservation of power, pleasure, pride, phobia, popularity, and 
peer-pressure were not the things that motivated Jesus, what were?  
The answer is clear. He was motivated by the plans and purposes of 
God the Father. 
 
The Plans and Purposes of God the Father! 
Luke 13:32-33 states, 
 

32 And He said to them, "Go and tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out 
demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day 
I reach My goal.'  33 "Nevertheless I must journey on today and 
tomorrow and the next day; for it cannot be that a prophet should 
perish outside of Jerusalem.   

 
Jesus had a mission. Nothing was going to stop Him. He had come to 
live, serve, die and rise again. That was His Father’s will, and that is 
what Jesus did.   
 
Even in the Garden of Gethsemane, when Jesus knew that He was just 
hours away from being crucified, He still was committed to doing the 
Father’s will.  Matthew 26:39 states, “And He went a little beyond them, 
and fell on His face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt.’" 
 
There were two important aspects of Jesus’ motivation.  The first is:  
 

1. Passion for Service 
Again, Luke 13:32 states, “Go and tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out 
demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day 
I reach My goal.'”   
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Even though He had come to die, He had also come to serve! He 
was serving the people who would put Him to death. How 
amazing! On the cross Jesus said, “Father forgive them, they don’t 
know what they are doing.” (Lk 23:34) 

 
This leads naturally into the second aspect of Jesus’ motivation to 
do the plans and purposes of God.   

 
    2.  Compassion for the Lost 

In Luke 13:34 Jesus states,  
 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your 
children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you would not have it!   

 
I can hear the compassion in Jesus’ voice when He says, “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem.”  It is almost as if He is weeping for her 
because of her hardness of heart.  Jesus longed to see the Jews 
saved, but so many turned a cold shoulder to Him.   
 
It should not surprise us that we often get rejected when we 
share with people the good news of the gospel. 

 
Four Important Principles 
There are at least four important principles that come out of having the 
right motivation for living.  
 
1.  A person must keep his eyes on his ultimate purpose 
Jesus knew His ultimate purpose.  He had been sent to bring glory to 
God the Father by giving His life as a ransom for many.  In John 17:4,5 
Jesus said, praying to the Father,  
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“I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work 
which Thou hast given Me to do.  And now, glorify Thou Me 
together with Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee 
before the world was.” 

 
Do you know your purpose? Isaiah 43:7 states that every person was 
created to bring glory to God. This means to honor God with their lives. 
 
Some people think their ultimate purpose is to provide for their family. 
Although this is certainly important, it is not their ultimate purpose.  
Others think their purpose is to do good to others. There Is no doubt 
that we should do good, but this is not our ultimate purpose. Some 
students feel their ultimate purpose is to study hard to get good grades 
in order to get a good job. Students should study hard, but this is not 
their ultimate purpose. Still other people think their ultimate purpose is 
to be nice to others. I applaud people who want to be nice, but this is 
not their ultimate purpose. 
 
Again, our ultimate purpose is to bring glory and honor to God. 
 
Another principle regarding having the right motivation or living is: 
 
2.  A person must have a passion for serving others 
As long as Christ drew breath He would serve others with the purpose 
of leading them to God the Father. In Matthew 20:26-28 Jesus said,  
 

“...whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant,  and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your 
slave;  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

 



18 
 

Galatians 5:13 states, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only 
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another.” We all need to see ourselves as God’s servants.  
 
A third principle regarding having the right motivation for living is: 
 
3.  A person must put God’s purposes ahead of his own comfort   
Jesus knew that people wanted to kill Him, but He still willingly went to 
the cross because He was committed to fulfilling His purpose.  
 
The apostle Paul also understood what it meant to suffer great 
hardship in order to fulfill His purpose.  2 Timothy 4:5-8 records Paul’s  
words to Timothy.  
  

5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of 
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  6 For I am already being poured 
out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  7 I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith;  8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved 
His appearing. 

 
A fourth principle regarding our motivation to live right is: 
 
4.  A person needs a heart for the lost 
Jesus had this kind of heart.  In His words in Luke 13:34 His compassion 
is clearly heard, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 
and stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your 
children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not have it!”   
 
In his subsequent actions his heart is clearly seen. 
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Jesus’ heart for the lost is also seen in Matthew 9:36-38, 
 

36 And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few.  38 "Therefore beseech the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into His harvest." 

 
Paul had this kind of heart for the lost.  Romans 9:1-3 he states, 
 

1  I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience 
bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,  2  that I have great sorrow 
and unceasing grief in my heart.  3  For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh. 

 
Conclusion 
Unfortunately there will be a sad end for those who have the wrong 
motivation. In Luke 13:25 Jesus said,  
 

"Behold, your house is left to you desolate; and I say to you, you 
shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the Lord!'" 

 

Most of the Jewish religious leaders around during Jesus’ first coming 
would die in their sin, however, at Jesus’ Second Coming there will be 
many Jewish believers who will welcome Him back. 
 
Are you a believer and do you have right motivation for serving and 
living for the Lord? I hope so… If you would like to ask Jesus into your 
life to be your Lord and Savior you can do it right now through prayer… 
 


