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What is God’s Kingdom Like? 
 

Luke 13:18-21 (Mt 13:31-33, Mk 4:30-32) 
 

By Christopher R. Losey 
 
Introduction 
In today’s message we are going to look at Luke 13:18-21 and answer 
the question, “What is God’s Kingdom like?” In this passage Jesus tells 
His disciples two short parables about the Kingdom of God. Even 
though they are short, they are loaded with important information.  
 
Let’s begin by discussing what a parable is. A parable is a short story 
that illustrates a moral attitude or a religious principle. The Greek word 
for parable is parabole. It comes from two words; para meaning 
alongside, and ballo meaning to place. Hence a parable is a short story 
placed alongside a teaching that helps people better understand the 
teaching; in this case the Kingdom of God. 
 
Why did Jesus speak in parables? In Matthew 13:10-17 Jesus explained 
why He often spoke in parables.  
 

10  And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to 
them in parables?"  11  And He answered and said to them, "To you 
it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it has not been granted.  12  "For whoever has, 
to him shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away 
from him.  13  "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because 
while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, 
nor do they understand.  14  "And in their case the prophecy of 
Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'You will keep on hearing, but 
will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not 
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perceive;  15  For the heart of this people has become dull, and with 
their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart and return, and I should heal them.'   
16  "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, 
because they hear.  17  "For truly I say to you, that many prophets 
and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it  
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear {it}  

 
Simply put, the religious leaders of Jesus’ day had hardened their hearts 
and closed their ears and eyes to the truth even though it should have 
been as plain as the noses on their faces. Because of their hardness of 
heart, deafness of ear, and blindness of eye, Jesus chose to give them 
what they had already chosen; total spiritual blindness. 
 
Matthew 13:34,35 further explains why Jesus’ taught using parables, 
 

34  All these things Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables, and 
He did not speak to them without a parable,  35  so that what was 
spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "I will open 
My mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden since the 
foundation of the world." 

 
Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables so that prophecy might be 
fulfilled. Although some parables might be hard to understand, others 
actually aided a person’s understanding.  
 
In His ministry, Jesus spoke many Kingdom Parables. They included: 

- Mt 13:24-30 — Tares and Wheat 
- Mt 13:31-33 — Mustard seed 
- Mt 13:33 — Leaven 
- Mt 13:44 — Hidden treasure 



3 
Copyright 2001 Christopher R. Losey 

 

- Mt 13:45,46 — Costly pearl 
- Mt 13:47-50 — A dragnet 

 
So, what is God’s Kingdom like according to the parables that Jesus 
spoke in Luke 13:18-21? First, it is like a mustard seed and appeared at 
first glance to be insignificant. 
 
1.  At first the Kingdom may appear insignificant  
Luke 13:18-19 states, “18  Therefore He was saying, "What is the 
kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?  19  It is like a 
mustard seed,…” 
 
A mustard seed is exceedingly small, and seemingly insignificant. If the 
the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, then it must not be  very 
significant. Is that true? Certainly not, but that could be a person’s first 
impression. If you asked the average non-Christian, “How significant 
the Kingdom of God?”, he might not even know what you are talking 
about. To him the Kingdom of God means little or nothing, kind of like 
looking at a mustard seed.  
 
2.  It’s source is not from this world  
Listen again to Luke 13;18-19, “ 18 Therefore He was saying, ‘What is the 
kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?  19  It is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; …’” 
 
Just like a seed from outside the garden was tossed into the garden by 
the man in the story, the Kingdom of God comes from outside this 
world. God is the one who introduces it to this world.  He is the source. 
After all, it is His Kingdom! 
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 3.  The will grows supernaturally   
Luke 13:18-19 states, ‘18  Therefore He was saying, "What is the 
kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?  19  It is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and it 
grew and became a tree;...”   
 
Just like a mustard plant grows into a beautiful tree, so, too, the 
Kingdom of God grows according to God’s plan. The DNA in the 
mustard plant has all of the information needed for the plant to grow 
the way it should. Mustard trees typically grow twenty feet tall and 
twenty feet wide. In the case of the Kingdom of God, also known as the 
Kingdom of heaven, it will grow exponentially as more and more people 
across the world from every nation place their faith in Christ. 
 
4.  I will grow into something unmistakable and useful 
Luke 13:18-19 states, “18 Therefore He was saying, "What is the 
kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?  19 It is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and it 
grew and became a tree; and the birds of the air nested in its branches."   
 
A mustard tree grows into an unmistakable tree birds build nests in it 
and it becomes a wonderful and useful place for them.  
 
Before the time of Christ, the Christian church did not exist, but after 
Christ left the scene and the Holy Spirit came, the church was 
established on the Day of Pentecost and has continued to spread across 
the whole earth. The Kingdom of God will be made up of every believer 
who has ever lived. Believers will be those who find a home in the 
Kingdom just like birds that nest in its branches of the mustard tree. 
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5.  It will permeate the whole world 
The second parable of the Kingdom of God that Jesus shared in these 
verses states is found In Luke 13:20,21 which states, 
 
20  And again He said, "To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?    
21  It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of meal, 
until it was all leavened." 
 
These verses state that the Kingdom of God is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three pecks of meal, until all the meal was 
leavened (affected). Leaven is what makes bread rise before it is baked. 
Unleavened bread is flat bread because, without leaven, bread won’t 
rise and remains flat.  
 
During Passover, Jews remember their hasty exodus from Egypt by 
eating unleavened bread. While exiting Egypt after God visited the 
Egyptians with ten plagues, the Jews didn’t have time to wait until 
leaven made their bread dough rise before baking and eating it. Instead 
they left in haste and ate only unleavened bread.  
 
It is interesting to note that it doesn’t take much leaven to make bread 
rise. In the case of the parable in question, a little leaven hidden in 
three pecks of bread dough affected all of the dough and made it rise.  
 
Although a peck is a measure of volume, not of weight, weight is useful 
in understanding how much a peck is. For example a bushel of wheat by 
volume is equivalent to four pecks. A bushel of wheat by volume is 
equivalent in weight to roughly sixty pounds of wheat. Therefore a peck 
by weight would be about a fourth of that amount or 15 pounds. Three 
pecks would be equivalent to forty-five pounds of wheat. Since a typical 
loaf of bread today weighs a little over a pound, three pecks of wheat 
dough would be roughly equivalent to forty plus loaves of bread. It is 
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quite an accomplishment for just a little leaven to make forty plus 
pounds of bread dough to rise. And it does it very subtly.   Leaven is a 
powerful substance that slowly changes flat dough into risen dough 
ready for baking.   
 
Just as leaven (yeast) affects the entire amount of dough into which it is 
placed, so, too over time the Kingdom of God will permeate the entire 
world until there are believers from every nation. 
 
Conclusion 
The Kingdom of God is indeed a mysterious thing. It is supernatural. 
 
1. It appeared insignificant at first – like a mustard seed 
2. It is not of this world – it is from God 
3. It grows supernaturally – It grows as more people come to Christ. 
4. It has grown and will continue to grow into something unmistakable 
and useful – believers are and will be at home there. 
5. It will permeate the entire world – there will be those in it from every 
nation. 
 
The question becomes, “Are you a member of God’s Kingdom? Are you 
sure you are going to spend eternity with Jesus in heaven after you 
die?” You can be. Here’s how. Invite Jesus into your life as your Lord 
and Savior, and your future will be secure. Choose from this day 
forward to follow and live for Him… 
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5.  It will be a huge blessing to many 
18  Therefore He was saying, "What is the kingdom of God like, and to 
what shall I compare it?  19  It is like a mustard seed, which a man took 
and threw into his own garden; and it grew and became a tree; and the 
birds of the air nested in its branches."  20  And again He said, "To what 
shall I compare the kingdom of God?  21  It is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three pecks of meal, until it was all leavened." 
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Conclusion 
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PARABLE 


