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Have you ever wondered why tragedy happens?  Why do some people 
get terrible diseases while others are spared?  Why do some people die 
young while others live long healthy lives?  When tragedy strikes an 
individual is it an indication that the person is being judged for some 
sin?   
 
The question of tragedy and sin was addressed by Jesus in the passage 
that will be investigated in this message. I invite you to turn to Luke 
13:1-9 as I share a message entitled, “Tragedy and Judgment?”  Let’s 
begin by looking at Luke 13:1-3. 
 

1  Now on the same occasion there were some present who 
reported to Him (Jesus) about the Galileans, whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  2  And He (Jesus) 
answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these 
Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans, 
because they suffered this fate? 3  I tell you, no, but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish. 

 

Why would people bring this news to Jesus? 
 
1. Jesus’ association with Galilee 
Perhaps this news about the slain Galileans was brought to Jesus 
because Jesus’ hometown was Nazareth, and His base of operations 
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was Capernaum. Matthew 4:13 states, “and leaving Nazareth, He came 
and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun 
and Naphtali.”  Maybe those with the message didn’t think Jesus knew 
about what had happened and wanted Him to know. 
 
2. In order to warn Jesus  
Perhaps the news about the slain Galileans was brought to Jesus 
because those bringing the message thought that Jesus had better 
watch out lest Pilate deal Him the same fate. After all Pilate was a 
ruthless man.  
 
Pontious Pilate was the Procurator/Governor of Judea for ten years 
from 27-37 AD.  As such, he answered directly to the Roman emperor.  
Even though Pilate possessed significant civil, military and criminal 
jurisdiction, his main job was to raise money for Rome and to keep the 
peace. This entailed giving the Jews a certain amount of religious 
freedom as long as they paid their taxes to Rome.  Unfortunately on 
several occasions, Pilate got himself into hot water with the emperor by 
doing things that infuriated the Jews.  
 
For example, on one occasion, when the soldiers under Pilate’s 
command came to Jerusalem, he had them bring their banners which 
had the image of the emperor inscribed on them. Even though the 
banners were brought in at night, they were soon discovered causing 
multitudes of Jews to petition for their removal. For five days Pilate 
refused to listen to the protestors’ petition. On the sixth day he took his 
place on the judgment seat, and brought in the Jews, and had them 
surrounded with soldiers threatening them with death if they did not 
stop bothering him.  In response, the Jews threw themselves on the 
ground, bared their necks, and said that they preferred death rather 
than having their religious laws violated. Unwilling to kill so many, 
Pilate gave in to their demands and removed the banners. 
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At another time Pilate used the sacred treasure of the temple, called 
corban (quorban), to pay to bring water into Jerusalem by aqueduct. A 
crowd came together and cried out against him; but Pilate had 
previously ordered soldiers dressed as civilians to mingle with the 
multitude. At a given signal the disguised soldiers fell upon the rioters 
beating them so severely with staves that the riot was quelled 
(Josephus, Ant, XVIII, iii, 2; BJ, II, ix, 4). 
 
Philo records (Legatio ad Caium, xxxviii) that on yet another occasion 
Pilate dedicated some shields in the palace of Herod in honor of the 
emperor. On these shields there was no representation of any 
forbidden thing, but simply an inscription of the name of the donor and 
of one in whose honor they were set up. The Jews petitioned Pilate to 
have them removed. When he refused to remove them, the Jews 
appealed to Tiberius, who sent an order that they should be removed 
to Caesarea. 
 
Josephus (Ant, XVIII, iv, 1, 2) gives still another account of the incident 
which led to Pilate's downfall. A religious pretender arose in Samaria 
who promised the Samaritans that if they would assemble at Mt. 
Gerizim, he would show them the sacred vessels which Moses had 
hidden there. A great multitude assembled in readiness to ascend the 
mountain, but before they could accomplish their aim they were 
attacked by Pilate's cavalry, and many of them were killed. The 
Samaritans then sent an embassy to Vitellius, the legate of Syria, to 
accuse Pilate of the murder of those who had been killed. Vitellius, who 
desired to stand well with the Jews, deposed Pilate from office, 
appointed Marcellus in his place, and ordered Pilate to go to Rome and 
answer the charges made against him before the emperor. 
(from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic Database 
Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft) 
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For Pilate to have some Galileans killed in the temple court was 
certainly not out of character for him. 
 
Another reason why this information may have been brought to Jesus 
was: 
 
3. To get Jesus to avenge their death 
Perhaps the news of the slain Galileans was brought to Jesus because 
the bringers thought that Jesus might avenge the deaths of His 
countrymen. They obviously were not familiar with the truth that 
would be written by the apostle Paul in the future in Romans 12:19, 
“Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 
God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.” 
 
4. As an illustration of what Jesus talked about 
The most logical reason why the news of the slain Galieans was brought 
to Jesus was because it illustrated what Jesus had been talking about in 
previous verses. Jesus told the crowd that He had come to bring 
judgment on the earth. Yes, He was the Prince of Peace, but there was 
a time when He was also going to judge the earth and it’s inhabitants.   
 
Jesus went on to tell the people that although they could tell the 
physical signs of changing weather, they didn’t seem to see the spiritual 
signs of the time. They knew enough to get right with someone who 
was taking them to court, but they didn’t have the sense to get right 
with God before they died and lost their opportunity.   
 
In the midst of this address a few people in the crowd reported to Jesus 
about some Galileans had been brutally killed by order of Pontius Pilate 
while they were sacrificing at the temple.  After receiving the report, 
Jesus then in Luke 13:2 asked the crowd a question concerning this 
incident, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners 
than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate?”  Before the 
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crowd could respond “yes!” Jesus answered His own question in Luke 
13:3, “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise suffer.”   
 
Jesus then took His comments a further step and asked the crowd a 
similar question about those who had died tragically at the pool of 
Siloam when a tower fell on them. Luke 13:4,5 states, 
 

4 "Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the 
tower in Siloam fell and killed them, were worse culprits than 
all the men who live in Jerusalem?  5  I tell you, no, but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish."   

 
The pool of Siloam was a place where crippled people went to be 
healed.  John 5:2-3 refers to the pool of Siloam as Bethesda, 
 

2  Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which 
is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes.  3  In 
these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, 
and withered, [waiting for the moving of the waters;  4  for 
an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the 
pool, and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the 
stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from 
whatever disease with which he was afflicted.] 

 
Unfortunately, a tower that was built next to this pool fell into the 
crowd and killed a group of those who were themselves there to be 
healed.  What a tragedy to go to a place for healing and then die in the 
process. 
 
The first tragedy when Pilate killed the Galileans was the ruthless act of 
a Roman governor who hated Jews.  The second tragedy at the pool of 
Siloam was an accident perhaps caused by an earthquake, faulty 
building materials, poor engineering or a combination of the three.  But 
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both incidents were clearly tragedies where people died unexpectedly.  
With these thoughts in mind let’s look at some important principles and 
make application to our own lives: 
 

Powerful truths in Jesus’ response 
 
The first truth is: 
 
1. Tragedy happens 
No one likes tragedy, but unfortunately we live in a fallen world where 
tragedy strikes every day.  Since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of 
Eden, the world has become tainted by the effects of sin.  Romans 
8:20,22 states, 
 

20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 
will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  21  that 
the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God.  22  For we know that the whole creation groans and 
suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 

 
The whole creation including humans eagerly waits to be set free from 
the corruption that entered when Adam and Eve sinned. In the 
meantime there are terrible diseases, wars, plane crashes, car wrecks, 
earthquakes, murders, fires, and killer storms, just to name a few things 
that cause tragedy on our world.    
 
Can God intervene and prevent tragedies?  Yes He can, and He 
sometimes does.  Undoubtedly all of us have been protected from 
tragedy by the merciful hand of God.  But we live in a fallen world 
where tragedy happens.  Hopefully all of us long for the day when 
Christ returns and makes things right.    
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2.  Tragedy is not necessarily an indicator of greater sin 
Listen again to Jesus words in Luke 13:2,3, "2 Do you suppose that these 
Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans, because they 
suffered this fate? 3  I tell you, no...” 
 
Many people assume that when tragedy strikes it indicates that God is 
judging someone because of their sin.  Although this can be the case, as 
with Annanias and Saphira in the New Testament (Acts 5), Jesus clearly 
states that the tragedy that struck the Galileans was not because they 
were greater sinners than others.   
 
You may remember the book of Job where his friends told him that his 
calamities must surely be because of his sin. In Job 4:7-9 Eliphaz (Job’s 
supposed friend) addressed Job with these words. 
 

7  Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? Or 
where were the upright destroyed?  8  According to what I 
have seen, those who plow iniquity and those who sow 
trouble harvest it.  9 By the breath of God they perish, and by 
the blast of His anger they come to an end. 

 
Perhaps Eliphaz was recalling what happened to the inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. God does judge sin, but tragedy is not 
necessarily an indicator of a greater level of sin.  We must be careful 
not to jump to wrong conclusions when we see others fall on hard 
times. We must not say, “It’s because of some secret sin that these 
things have happened to him.”  God does not delight in nor honor such 
error. 
 
The third major truth in Jesus’ response is: 
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3.  The lack of tragedy is not necessarily an indicator of a right 
relationship with God 
Many people feel that since no tragedy has touched their life that God 
must be pleased with them.  This is also a wrong conclusion.  Listen 
again to Jesus’ words. 
 

2  And He answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that 
these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans, 
because they suffered this fate? 3  "I tell you, no, but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish.  4  "Or do you suppose 
that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and 
killed them, were worse culprits than all the men who live in 
Jerusalem?  5  "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will 
all likewise perish."   

 
Jesus not only stated that the Galileans were not greater sinners than 
other people in Galilee. He also stated that the eighteen killed by the 
tower collapse were not worse culprits than all men who lived in 
Jerusalem. The fact is that all people sin.  We are all sinners. We sin 
because we are sinners! And if anyone dies without repenting, they will 
suffer the greatest tragedy of all, eternal separation from God! 
 
Some people say that God does not see one person as a greater sinner 
than another.  In one sense this is not true, because there were times in 
the Bible when the sinfulness of people crossed a certain point and God 
sent judgment.  The flood and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 
are obvious examples.  The sin of the people was great and God chose 
to destroy them.  God’s judgment on the children of Israel when they 
turned away from Him is another clear example.  They were conquered 
by other nations or taken into captivity.  It wasn’t until they turned 
from their sin that God rescued them.   
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Four key verses 
But in another sense, God sees all people the same because we are all 
sinners.  There are four key verses that help us see that point.  Romans 
3:23 states, “For all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of 
God.”  Notice that it says that all have sinned.  And, the fact is, even 
one sin makes a person guilty before God.  James 2:10 makes this point 
clear, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, 
he has become guilty of all.”  If a person could live a perfect life, which 
is impossible, and yet sinned only one time, he would be guilty in God’s 
sight. In addition, the eternal consequence for sin is the same for all 
people who do not have their sins forgiven.  That consequence is 
spiritual death.  
 
On the other hand, if a person’s sins are forgiven, that person will 
receive eternal life in Christ.  Romans 6:33 verifies these facts, “For the 
wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ the Lord.” 
 
One last verse is also important.  Hebrews 9:27 states, “And inasmuch 
as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.”  
All men will die and then be judged.   
 
If you are not a Christian, have you assumed that because tragedy has 
not touched your life,   that you must be alright with God?  Don’t draw 
that false conclusion.  The lack of tragedy has nothing to do with your 
standing before God, nor your eternal destiny!   
 
This brings up the third powerful truth from Jesus’ response.   
 
3.  The way to be made right with God is to repent 
Listen again to Jesus’ words. 
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2  And He answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that 
these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans, 
because they suffered this fate? 3  "I tell you, no, but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish.  4  "Or do you suppose 
that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and 
killed them, were worse culprits than all the men who live in 
Jerusalem?  5  "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will 
all likewise perish."   

 
The Greek word for repent is metanoeo.  Meta means with.  Noeo is 
from the word nous meaning mind.  Repentance starts in the mind.  It is 
an act of the will.  When a person repents he agrees with God that he 
(the person) is a sinner and wants forgiveness for that sin.  Repenting is 
more than being sorry for the wrong things a person has done.  It 
means turning away from sin and toward God.  It means saying, “God I 
don’t want to live for self any more, I want to live for You!” 
 
Have you turned from your sin?  If you have never repented, you are in 
danger of the greatest tragedy of all, eternal separation from God!   
 
Next in the Luke 13 narrative, Jesus tells the parable of the fig tree. 
 
Truth from the fig tree parable 
Before looking at the important truth tucked away in this parable found 
in Luke 13:6-9, it is important to understand the history of fig trees in 
the Bible 
 
The fig tree first appears in the Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve 
sinned.  Genesis 3:7 states,  “Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loin coverings.”  They used it’s leaves 
not its fruit. 
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When God judged Egypt with plagues He destroyed their fig trees.  
Psalm 105:30-33 states,  
 

30  Their land swarmed with frogs even in the chambers of 
their kings.  31  He spoke, and there came a swarm of flies 
and gnats in all their territory.  32  He gave them hail for rain, 
and flaming fire in their land.  33  He struck down their vines 
also and their fig trees, and shattered the trees of their 
territory. 

 
The fig tree is used in a positive way to describe the Promised Land.  
Deut 8:7-9, 
 

7  "For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a 
land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing 
forth in valleys and hills;  8  a land of wheat and barley, of 
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and 
honey;  9  a land where you shall eat food without scarcity, in 
which you shall not lack anything; a land whose stones are 
iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 

 
When the Jewish spies scouted out the Promised Land they were 
amazed at its fertile nature.  Indeed it was a land flowing with milk and 
honey.  To show its bounty they brought among other things, figs, to 
show their kinsmen. Numbers 13:23 states, “Then they came to the 
valley of Eshcol and from there cut down a branch with a single cluster 
of grapes; and they carried it on a pole between two men, with some of 
the pomegranates and the figs.” 
 
Fig trees were used to describe the Jewish nation at peace.  I Kings 4:25 
describes the state of the nation in the days of Solomon.  “So Judah and 
Israel lived in safety, every man under his vine and his fig tree, from Dan 
even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.” 
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When our family lived in Lucas Valley our yard had a fig tree.  I didn’t 
know much about figs before that time, but I came to enjoy ripe figs.  
The birds and our dog did, too, which became a bit of a problem. 
 
Fig trees are slow growing trees which take several years to produce 
their first harvest of luscious fruit.  A person only needs to travel the 
hills of Palestine to see the many groves of fig trees to know how 
important they are to the Jewish people.  They are like grapes to the 
Napa Valley!  
 
Listen now to Jesus’ words in this important parable of the fig tree. 
 

6  And He began telling this parable: "A certain man had a fig 
tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it, and did not find any.  7  And he said to 
the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it 
down! Why does it even use up the ground?'  8  And he 
answered and said to him, 'Let it alone, sir, for this year too, 
until I dig around it and put in fertilizer;  9  and if it bears fruit 
next year, fine; but if not, cut it down.'" 

 
The man who planted the fig tree in his vineyard, expecting it to 
produce fruit.  After a reasonable maturation time, the man came 
looking for figs and found none.  After three years of expecting to see a 
harvest, he decided to cut down the tree because it was unfruitful and 
just taking up space.  His vineyard-keeper convinced him to wait one 
more year.  In the meantime, the vineyard-keeper would dig around 
the tree and put in some fertilizer, hoping the tree would bear fruit.   
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In the parable of the fig tree the man who plants the fig tree represents 
God.  The fig tree represents not only the nation of Israel, but also 
every person who ever lived.  The vine-keeper represents Jesus Christ.  
 
This parable teaches at least six important truths.  
 
1.  God is sovereign - v6 
Luke 13:6 states, “And He began telling this parable: “A certain man 
had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it, and did not find any.” 
 
Just like the man who planted the fig tree in his own vineyard, so God 
has chosen for each of us to be born into his world at a certain time and 
place.  None of us asked to be born, we just were.  God is sovereign.  He 
is in control.  He does what pleases Him.  If you are alive today, know 
that God has chosen to plant you here in this country during this time 
for His purposes. 
 
2.  God is looking for fruit from His creation - v6b 
Listen again to Luke 13:6  “And He began telling this parable: ‘A certain 
man had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it, and did not find any.’”   
 
The man planted the tree because he expected it to produce fruit.  In 
the same way, God is looking for fruit in the lives of His people.  God 
designed humans to bear fruit for His kingdom.  Psalm 1:1-3 describes 
the godly man who bears fruit,  
 

1  How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the 
seat of scoffers!  2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and in His law he meditates day and night.  3  And he will be 
like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its 
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fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in 
whatever he does, he prospers.   

 
John the Baptist talked about the need for Pharisees and Sadducees 
who claimed to know God to bring forth fruit in keeping with 
repentance.  If they were truly saved, God expected them to bear fruit!  
Matthew 3:7,8 tells the story of the John’s encounter with the religious 
leaders. “7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?  8  "Therefore bring forth fruit in 
keeping with repentance.’”   
 
But the question arises, what kind of fruit are we to bear?  We are to 
bear at least five kinds.  And it must be noted that these cannot be 
produced to their full potential until we come to know Jesus Christ as 
personal Savior and Lord, and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit!  The five 
kinds of fruit are: 
 
1)  The fruit of the spirit (love, joy, peace, patience...) - Galatians 5:22 
2)  The fruit of lips (praise) - Hebrews 13:15 
3)  The fruit of righteousness (a righteous life) - James 3:17 
4)  The fruit of good works - (good deeds done in Jesus’ name) Col 1:10 
5)  The fruit of souls won to Christ - John 4:35,36 
 
Are these various fruits evident in our lives? 
 
1) The fruit of the Spirit - Is the Holy Spirit living in us and producing His 
fruit?  Are we resisting Him or giving Him free reign? 
2) The fruit of lips -  Do ywe spend time praising God from our heart, 
thus exhibiting the fruit of lips?  Do we praise Him in prayer?  Do we 
sing His praises at church from our hearts? 
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3) The fruit of righteousness - Are we producing the fruit of 
righteousness by living a holy life?  Are we quick to turn away from 
temptation and sin and turn toward God? 
4) The fruit of good works - Are we exhibiting the fruit of good works?  
Do we look for good that we can do for others?  Do we only have our 
eyes on ourselves, or do we have them on those around us? 
5) The fruit of souls won to Christ -  Do we produce the fruit of souls 
won to Christ, by actively seeking to share our faith? 
 
These various fruits are not only to be produced by super saints, they 
are to be the norm for in the life of every Christian.  If Christians will 
catch this vision and produce this fruit, they can change the world 
radically for God’s kingdom! 
 
3.  God designed fruit production to take time - 6,7a 
Notice in Luke 13:6,7 in the parable of the fig tree that the man who 
planted the tree knew that fruit production took time.  He knew it 
would be a few years before the tree produced any fruit.  The average 
fig tree takes about three years to bear its first fruit 
 

“ 6 A certain man had a fig tree which had been planted in 
his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it, and did not 
find any.  7  "And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree 
without finding any.  

 
People, like fig trees, don’t bear fruit immediately.  There is a certain 
maturation process that must take place first.  After that time, 
however, fruit should appear.  Apparently in the parable of the fig tree, 
that amount of time had come and gone and the owner was greatly 
disappointed that the tree was fruitless. 
 



16 
Copyright 2001 Christopher R. Losey  

I’m not sure what the average time should be until a human produces 
God’s desired fruit, but certainly it should begin soon after coming to 
Christ.  Just like a fig tree that grows and produces a greater amount of 
fruit as it matures, so it should be in the life of the believer.  Those who 
have been Christians longer should be producing fruit consistently. 
 
This brings up the fourth point. 
 
4.  God has the right to remove fruitless trees - 7b 
Luke 13:7b states,  "And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding 
any. Cut it down! Why does it even use up the ground?'   
 
When no fruit appeared on the fig tree after a reasonable amount of 
time, the owner wanted the tree cut down because it took up precious 
ground.  As owner, the man had the right to remove the tree and plant 
another if he chose to do so.  Similarly, God has the right to remove 
those who do not produce fruit for His kingdom.  This applies to  
Christians as well as non-Christians.  In Matthew 3:9,10 John the Baptist 
warned the Pharisees and Saducees of the danger of not producing 
fruit.  As religious leaders who claimed to know God, they should have 
been producing much fruit for the kingdom.  Instead they lived 
hypocritically, saying good things, but living lives that did not honor 
God.  Listen to Matthew’s words to these ungodly religious leaders. 
 

9  and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you, that God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  10  
"And the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
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Instead of producing fruit, the Pharisees claimed to have a relationship 
with God by way of their ethnic background.  They were Jews, 
Abraham’s children, and thought that should be enough to stand them 
in good stead with God.  The truth is, being of the seed of Abraham (a 
Jew) was not enough.  God wanted those of Jewish descent to truly 
love Him and seek to serve Him with a whole heart. 
 
John the Baptist warned that the axe was already laid at the root of the 
trees.  The vine-keeper had not yet picked up the axe to begin 
chopping, but that time was coming unless there was some obvious 
change in the Pharisee’s lives that evidenced itself by the production of 
fruit.  The Pharisees were like the fruitless fig tree and in danger of 
being cut down and thrown into hell’s fire.  When would the cutting 
down begin?  It could begin at any time! 
 
This brings up a fifth important point.   
 
5.  It is God’s mercy which delays His wrath - 8,9 
Even though the owner wanted to cut down the fig tree, the vineyard-
keeper suggested that they wait to see if some cultivating and fertilizing 
would trigger the fruit bearing process.  Listen to Luke 13:8,9, “8  And he 
answered and said to him, 'Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until I dig 
around it and put in fertilizer;  9  and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if 
not, cut it down.'    
 
The vine-keeper (Jesus) speaks to the owner (the Father) and asks for 
more time.  Notice that neither the vine-keeper nor the owner can 
make the tree bear fruit.  It is ultimately up to the tree which has the 
ability inherently built in.  All they can do is plant, cultivate and fertilize.  
In the same way, God does not force people to bear fruit.  He does not 
force them to come to Him.  But He has done many, many things to 
encourage people to be fruit bearers:  
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-  He placed us in a beautiful world where the creation cries out 
that God is alive. 
-  He has sent His Son into the world to teach wonderful truth and 
do mighty miracles. 
-  He had Jesus die for our sins and then be miraculously raised 
from the dead 
 -  He allowed Jesus’ mighty works to be recorded and preserved 
in the Bible 
-  He made the Bible the most printed and circulated book in all 
the world 
-  He sent the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of men and draw 
them to Himself 
-  He established and blessed His church across the face of the 
earth.  
-  He put leaders in the church who have continuously shared the 
gospel for two millennia.  
-  He placed Christians everywhere and gave them the mandate to 
share the good news with family, friends, neighbors, and co-
workers, and everyone in their sphere of influence. 
-  He still does miracles which confirm today that He is actively 
working in the world. 
-  He allows incidents to touch people’s lives so they will look up. 
-  He allows us direct access to Him in prayer and the study of His 
Word. 
-  He cultivates and fertilizes our lives in hundreds of ways...  

 
Are you listening and responding to His promptings in your life or are 
you still caught in the web of your own world and interests? 
 
This brings us to one last important truth. 
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6.  Judgment is coming – v9 
Luke 13:9 states, “And if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it 
down."    
 
God’s mercy is not forever.  Judgment is coming.  What would happen if 
the fig tree did not bear fruit the next year?  It would be cut down.  But, 
perhaps the vine keeper would again say to the owner, “Let’s wait one 
more year.”  Perhaps the owner would agree, but then again, maybe 
not.  What would happen to the fig tree if it did bear fruit?  It would not 
be cut down, but would be allowed to bear fruit and then trimmed so it 
could even bear more fruit the following year.  
 
The truth is, even if the fig tree did bear fruit, it would still eventually 
die, because fig trees don’t live forever, and neither do men.  Eventually 
we all die.  Even if the owner allowed the fig tree to stand without 
bearing fruit until it died of old age, it would still be cut down.  In the 
same way, even if God allows a non-fruit bearing person to live until he 
dies of old age, he still will eventually  stand before God for judgment.  
Even people who bear fruit will eventually die, too.  The difference then 
is in what happens to them after they die. 
 
Those who die as fruit-bearers go into the presence of God.  2 
Corinthians 5:8 states, “We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather 
to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.” 
 
Those who die as non-fruit bearers whether they die in a tragedy or of 
old age, will face God’s judgment.  Without the saving blood of Christ, 
they will be doomed to eternal separation from God in Hell.  How sad! 
 
Conclusion 
In Matthew 21:42-43 Jesus was speaking to the chief priests and the 
elders about rejecting Him as the Messiah. 
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42   Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures, 
'The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief 
corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes'?  43  "Therefore I say to you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from you, and be given 
to a nation producing the fruit of it. 

 
Because they rejected Jesus as a nation, so God would reject the nation 
of Israel in favor of a group of believers from every nation, known as 
the church.  Every person under heaven who receives Christ as Savior 
and Lord is part of His church. 
 
In the end times it is encouraging to know that many Jews will turn to 
God, but it must also be understood that God is looking for individuals 
who will produce kingdom fruit.   
 
Are you producing kingdom fruit?  Are you still fighting against God and 
refusing to make Jesus Lord and Savior of your life? 
 
No one knows when tragedy may strike like with the Galileans or those 
at the pool of Siloam.  Yes it was a tragedy that the Galileans died.  Yes 
it was a tragedy that those at the pool of Siloam died.  But if they had 
repented of their sin and had faith in God, they did not suffer the worst 
tragedy of all, eternal separation from God.   
 
If you are here today and have never received Jesus, you can avoid the 
eternal tragedy of being cut down and thrown into Hell’s fire.   I thus 
encourage you through prayer to repent, ask Jesus to come into your 
life, take control, and make you the fruit bearer He wants you to be! 
 
If you are already a Christian but have become slack in your fruit 
bearing I encourage you to rededicate your life to Christ.  May God 
bless you as you do. 
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If you want to receive Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, here is a 
prayer you can pray: Dear Lord, thank You for dying for my sin and for 
rising on the third day to prove You are God. I repent of my sin and 
receive You into my life as my Lord and Savior. I give myself to You. I 
choose to follow You the rest of my days.  AMEN. 
 
If you want to rededicate yourself to the Lord, here is a pray you can 
pray: Dear Lord, I rededicate myself to You today and ask You to help 
me walk with You from this day forward. I ask this in Your Name. AMEN 


