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INTRODUCTION 
At Christmas time when Christians think about the coming of Christ into 
the world, it is not uncommon for them to think about His many names.  
He is called: 
 

- Emmanuel - which means God with us 
- The Bright and Morning Star 
- The Bread of Life 
- The Living Water 
- The Great Shepherd 
- The Great I Am 
- The Alpha and the Omega 
- The Soon and Coming King 
- The King of Kings 
- The Lord of Lords… 

 
One of the most known places to see some of the names of Christ is 
Isaiah 9:6 which states, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be 
given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His 
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 
Prince of Peace.” 
 
When you think of peace what comes to mind: 

-  a dove with an olive branch? 
-  the peace symbol - which is really a broken inverted cross? 

  -  people from all nations holding hands? 
-  a quiet village with smoke coming out of chimneys?  
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-  the absence of war among nations? 
 
Even the angels who announced Christ’s birth talked of peace. Luke 
2:13-14 states,“13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 "Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is 
pleased." 
 
When Jesus was about to leave the disciples, He spoke of peace.  In 
John 14:27 He said, "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not 
as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor 
let it be fearful.” 
 
Jesus came to bring various kinds of peace to a fallen and troubled 
world. The first is: 
 
Peace with God 
Romans 5:1 speaks of peace with God through Christ. The verse states, 
“Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Jesus made a way for us no longer to be 
at war with God because of our sin. 
 
How do we get peace with God? We get it by placing our faith in Jesus 
and having our sins washed away. We can place our faith in Christ with  
certainty because of His death and resurrection. When we respond with 
faith in Him, we are saved from sin. Thank you, Jesus! 
 
The second kind of peace that Jesus gives to those who follow Him is: 
 
Peace within (Peace of God) 
Jesus not only gives us peace with God, but through Him we also get 
the peace of God. Only God can give true inner peace. A person can’t 
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buy it and there is only one way to get it. It comes when a person 
places his faith in and follows Christ.  Philippians 4:6-7 states, “6 Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
A third kind of peace that Jesus made possible is: 
 
Peace with others 
Proverbs 16:7 states, “When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, He 
makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.” What does this 
mean? It means that when a person walks with God, others who may 
not like him will tend to be a peace with him because he displays the 
love of God and other great qualities. If a person truly adopts God’s 
values, he will be honest in his dealings, humble in his character, helpful 
in his actions, and uplifting in his speech. Even people who don’t know 
God see the great value of these things, and will likely respect the 
person who displays them. 
 
The fourth kind of peace that Jesus will one day bring to this earth is; 
 
Peace among the nations 
The book of Revelation tells that “world peace” will only come after the 
return of Christ and the establishment of His Millennial Kingdom when 
He rules the nations with a rod of iron (Rev 19:16). Until then Jesus said 
we would have wars and rumors of wars (Mt 24:6). 
 

Important Truth Shared by the Prince of Peace 
In Luke 12:49-59 Jesus said amazing things, some of which are rather 
starling. The first is: 
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1.  That He came to cast fire on the earth – v49 
In Luke 12:49-50 Jesus said, “49 I have come to cast fire upon the earth; 
and how I wish it were already kindled!  50  But I have a baptism to 
undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!”   
 
You may be thinking, “I thought that Jesus was the Prince of Peace.” 
Why then is He talking about bringing fire on the earth and wishing that 
it had already been kindled!   
 
The fire that Jesus speaks of is the fire of judgment. In Matthew 3:11 
John the Baptist spoke of Jesus’ coming judgment. John said, "As for 
me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” What did John mean by saying 
“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire”? When Jesus came 
the first time He spoke of the coming of the Holy Spirit. He said that He 
had to go away for the Spirit to come. Forty days after Jesus rose from 
the dead, He ascended into heaven. This happened about ten days 
prior to the Day of Pentecost. On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit 
baptized the apostles and other Jewish believers. Those who were 
baptized by the Spirit became part of the new Christian Church. This all 
happened in Acts 2. It also happened in Acts 8 when the Holy Spirit 
baptized Samaritan believers. It happened yet again in Acts 10 when 
the Holy Spirit baptized Gentile believers, and in Acts 19 when the 
Holy Spirit baptized John’s disciples who were essentially holdovers 
from Old Testament times.  
 
Once all these groups were baptized by the Holy Spirit, the ground was 
set for church unity, because the Jews saw that all of these other 
groups (some of which they hated, like the Samaritans, the Gentiles) 
had received the same gift (the Holy Spirit) that they received on the 
Day of Pentecost. 
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The fire John refers to in Luke 12:49 is Jesus’ judgment that He would 
bring on the world at His Second Coming. Jesus’ first coming was to 
make a way for sinners to come to God. At His Second Coming, Jesus 
will pour out God’s judgment on a sinful world.  
 
Are you ready for Jesus’ Second Coming? The only way to be ready is to 
have Jesus as your Lord and Savior before He comes. After He comes it 
will be too late. 
 
We all like to quote John 3:16,17 which sounds so warm and nice,       
"16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For 
God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 
world should be saved through Him.” On the other hand, not many 
people like to quote John 3:18-19, 
 

18  He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 
believe has been judged already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  19  
And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the 
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for 
their deeds were evil. 

 
The full gospel is not just John 3:16,17 that states “For God so loved the 
world…” but it is also John 3:18-19 that states that those who don’t 
believe have been judged already in the sense that they will eventually 
be separated from God eternally because they failed to believe in Jesus.   
 
Jesus loves us so much that He wanted people to be sure they 
understood the consequence of rejecting Him. Along these same lines, 
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listen to Jesus’ words in Mark 9:43-48 where He spoke about the 
seriousness of sin and it’s eternal, terrible consequences.   
 

43 And if your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life crippled, than having your two 
hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,  44  [where 
their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.]  45  
And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter life lame, than having your two feet, to be 
cast into hell,  46  [where their worm does not die, and the 
fire is not quenched.]  47 And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, cast it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom 
of God with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into 
hell,  48  where their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched. 

 
In these verses Jesus is not telling us to mutilate ourselves, but instead 
to understand the seriousness of sin and to deal with it appropriately. If 
we don’t, we will die in our sin and eventually be separated from God in 
Hell.  
 
We must remember, it is a friend who warns us about the things that 
can hurt us. Jesus is the ultimate friend because He warns us of the 
thing that can hurt us most, the failure to deal with sin. Again, if we die 
without having our sins forgiven, we will face eternal separation from 
God in Hell.  Jesus loves us so much that He not only warned us, but He 
also willingly died on the cross to pay the penalty for sin so we could be 
saved if we place our faith in Him. Now that’s love!  
 
Jesus was referring to His own death in Luke 12:50 when He said, "But I 
have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is 
accomplished!” this baptism is not referring to water baptism, but a 
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baptism of suffering and death that He would go through in order to 
pay the penalty for our sin. Amazing!   
 
The next thing that Jesus says in this passage is also startling. He said 
that: 
 
2.  His coming would cause division - vv51-53 
Once again, you may be thinking, “What’s up with the Prince of Peace?      
I thought He was all about peace not division.” But in Luke 12:51-53 
Jesus says,   
 

51  "Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, 
no, but rather division;  52  for from now on five members in one 
household will be divided, three against two, and two against 
three.  53  "They will be divided, father against son, and son 
against father; mother against daughter, and daughter against 
mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law."   

 
When a person receives Christ it can cause division with family and 
friends. Some in his or her family will think that the new convert has 
been brain-washed or has entered a cult.  
 
Have you ever experienced this kind of division? Perhaps you 
experienced it when you became a Christian and tried to explain to 
your family what happened to you? Personally, I have experienced 
some of this division in my family and many other people have, too.   
 
In some cultures when a person comes to Christ they are ostracized or 
even killed by their own family members. In other cultures they are 
disowned and their families turn away from them. 
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Although coming to Christ can bring division, God can use it for good. 
After all, Jesus is the only way to heaven.  Sometimes those who 
oppose Christ end up receiving Him as Savior and Lord at a later date 
because a family member or friend loved them enough to tell them the 
truth.  
 
A third thing that Jesus said is:  
 
3.  He warned people to get ready before it is too late-vv54-59 
In Luke 12:54-59 Jesus stated, 
 

54  And He was also saying to the multitudes, "When you see a 
cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'A shower is 
coming,' and so it turns out.  55  And when you see a south wind 
blowing, you say, 'It will be a hot day,' and it turns out that way.  
56  You hypocrites! You know how to analyze the appearance of 
the earth and the sky, but why do you not analyze this present 
time?  57 And why do you not even on your own initiative judge 
what is right?  58  For while you are going with your opponent to 
appear before the magistrate, on your way there make an effort 
to settle with him, in order that he may not drag you before the 
judge, and the judge turn you over to the constable, and the 
constable throw you into prison.  59  I say to you, you shall not get 
out of there until you have paid the very last cent." 

 
In Jesus day there were those who could tell the weather by the 
appearance of the sky and the wind, but they couldn’t see that Jesus 
was and is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords despite His miracles and 
teaching. Those people could perceive some things, but the most 
important thing went right over their heads! 
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So, too, there are many people today who possess all kinds of worldly 
wisdom, but still don’t see the reality that they need to get right with 
Christ before they die.   
 
In Jesus day people also knew it was wise to settle out of court with an 
opponent before standing before the judge.  If a person refused to 
settle out of court he risked the possibility of being thrown in jail and 
not being able to get out until he had paid the very last cent of what he 
owed. 
 
Likewise people need to get right with God before standing before Him 
when He will be their Judge. Once a person has died, his opportunity 
for salvation has passed. Unlike a human court where a person might 
buy his way out, no one will buy their way out of God’s judgment. It will 
be eternal. 
 
Conclusion 
I for one am very glad that when Jesus, the Prince of Peace, shared the 
truth with people that He did not candy-coat the seriousness of His 
message. Yes, He was and is the Prince of Peace, but He is also the 
Judge. In order to receive His peace and not His judgment, people must 
recognize their sin and turn from it. Their decision might cause division 
with family and friends, but since people’s eternal destiny hangs in the 
balance, the division will be worth it if those people later come to 
Christ.   
 
Jesus did His part by willingly dying for us on the cross that we might 
have life if we put our faith in Him.  What an awesome God we serve! 
 
In our own sharing with others we need to be tactful and loving, but we  
also need to be sure that people understand that their decisions carry 
consequences both for their own good now and for all eternity. AMEN 


