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How to Live for God 
 

Luke 12:22-40 
 

By Chris Losey 

 
Introduction 
A few weeks ago in a sermon entitled, “Are you rich toward God,”  
Jesus warned against greed. He said, “Be on your guard against every 
form of greed.” The message talked about a wealthy farmer who was 
blessed with abundant crops. He responded to his prosperity by saying 
that he would tear down his old barns and build bigger ones. He also 
said that he could kick back and relax because he was set for many 
years to come. Jesus then called the man a fool because the man was 
going to die that night. All of his worldly wealth would do him no good 
then, and would go to others! In Luke 12:21 Jesus concluded the story 
by saying, "So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God." 
 
In today’s passage, Luke 12:22-40 (NASB), Jesus teaches His disciples 
how to live a life that pleases God. It might be subtitled “How to Be 
Rich Toward God” or “How to Live For God.” Jesus begins by telling 
them, 
 
DON’T WORRY ABOUT YOUR PHYSICAL NEEDS – Lk 12:22-24 
Luke 12:22 states, “ 22 And He said to His disciples, "For this reason I 
(Jesus) say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what you will eat; 
nor for your body, as to what you will put on.” It is so true that people 
tend to worry about things like having enough to eat or having the right 
clothes to wear, and many other things as well.  
 
The word for worry is the Greek word merimnao which means “to take 
thought of something.” In other words to keep going over and over it in 
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one’s mind.  Merimnao may also be connected with the Greek word 
merizo which means “to draw in different directions, to be distracted.”  
Thus a person who worries is anxious and rides an emotional roller 
coaster being distracted by being pulled in many directions. Rather than 
focusing on serving God, he focuses on the things in life he wants, 
perhaps doesn’t have, or that could go wrong.  
 
The opposite of worry is inner peace:  Philippians 4:6-7 has something 
to say about that, 
 

6  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  7  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

One way not to be anxious is to take everything to God in prayer. When 
we give Him our worries, He gives us His peace. 
   
Back in the Luke passage, Jesus gives a number of reasons why we 
should not worry. 
 

1. Life is more than food and the body more than clothing – Lk 
12:23, 24 
In Luke 12:23 He says, “23 "For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothing.” Jesus then gives the example of ravens. In 
verse 24 He says, “Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor 
reap; they have no store room nor barn, and yet God feeds them; 
how much more valuable you are than the birds!”  
 
It is interesting to note that the Mosaic Law said that ravens were 
unclean (Lev 11:13-20 note v15) and thus in some people’s minds 
unworthy of God’s care, but God cares for them just the same. It 
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is amazing how God provides for the ravens. I saw this clearly 
when I was stationed in Alaska.  The ravens did not migrate south 
like most of the other birds.  At fifty degrees below zero they 
hopped around on the snow on spindly little legs, seeming to be 
impervious to the frigid temperatures that would give humans 
severe frostbite. God made them with some kind of antifreeze in 
their system. 

 
If God takes care of the birds, He will certainly take care of His 
people. How much more valuable we are than ravens! 
 

  A second reason not to worry is: 
 

2. Worrying doesn’t change things for the good – Lk 12:25, 26 
In verse 25 Jesus states “And which of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life's span?” The correct answer to Jesus’ 
question is, “No one can add an hour to his life by worrying.” 
Actually rather than adding to a person’s life, worrying might take 
away some of a person’s life. It has been medically proven that 
worry can be harmful to a person’s health. People get sick from 
worrying. It can make them anxious and cause stomach problems. 
In verse 26 Jesus states, "If then you cannot do even a very little 
thing, why do you worry about other matters?” That’s a great 
question we should ask when we begin to worry. Here are some 
quotes that help us see the emptiness of worry: 
 
- a day of worry can be more exhausting than a day of work. 
- worries that are allowed into your life as guests can soon 
become your cruel masters. 
- Don't tell me that worry doesn't do any good. I know better. The 
things I worry about don't happen.  
- Happy is the man who is too busy to worry by day, and too 
sleepy to worry at night.  
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- Worry is like a rocking chair. It gives you something to do but 
doesn't get you anywhere.  

 
A third reason not to worry is: 

 
3. God knows our needs and will provide for us – Lk 12:27-30 

As with the ravens, Jesus gives other examples of God’s provision 
seen in nature. He says in Luke 12:27-30  
 

 "27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin; but I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory clothed 
himself like one of these. 28 "But if God so clothes the grass in 
the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the furnace, how much more will He clothe you? You men of 
little faith! 29 "And do not seek what you will eat and what 
you will drink, and do not keep worrying. 30 "For all these 
things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father 
knows that you need these things. 

 
God knows our needs and will provide for us in His timing. Jesus 
even says that worry shows that we have little faith. Worry also 
puts us in the same category as those who don’t know God. The 
simple directive is “Don’t worry.” Since that is easier said than 
done, we may have to keep bringing our prayer to God, ‘Help me 
not worry. I am bringing my concerns to You once again.” 

 
A second key way to live for God is to: 
 
SEEK HIS KINGDOM – Lk 12:31, 32 
Jesus says in Luke 12:31,32, “31 But seek His kingdom, and these things 
will be added to you. 32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 
chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.” Rather than worry, we are to 
focus on God’s Kingdom. As we do, God will take care of our needs like 
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food and clothing. We must not be fearful as we seek God’s Kingdom. 
And, It is amazing that God is glad to give His Kingdom to us. 
 
Are you actively seeking God? Am I? Here is a way to evaluate whether  
we are truly seeking God. Picture two large storehouses; they both are 
in front of us, one on the left and the other on the right.   
 
The one on to the left is called “things of this world.”  It is full of all the 
things that people often are anxious about:  job, home, children, family, 
future security, investments, health, physical needs, clothing, shelter, 
keeping up with the Jones, vacations, and recreation...   
 
The one on the right is called, “the kingdom of God.”  It is full of all the 
things that God is concerned about: spiritual health, the sanctity of 
human life, winning lost neighbors, co-workers, friends, and family; 
studying the word, ministering in the church, forgiveness, patience, 
giving to God’s work, parent-child relationships, marriages, and 
overcoming temptation... 
 
Honestly, which of these two storehouses consumes the greatest 
amount of our time and mental energy?  The one that consumes most 
of our energy is the one we are seeking. 
 
It is easy to see where people’s hearts are by listening to the things 
they talk about. Do they simply talk about the next movie that’s coming 
out or their next financial or recreational venture, or do they talk about 
things that really matter, the things found in the storehouse of the 
kingdom of God? It is true that we need to talk about the other things 
as well, but the question becomes which storehouse dominates our 
thoughts and conversations.   
 
Would you say that you are seeking God’s kingdom or just the things of 
this world? 
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A third way to live for God is to: 

 
GIVE AWAY SOME OF OUR WEALTH – Lk 12:33, 34 
Another way to live for God is to sell some of our stuff and give the 
proceeds to charity. In Luke 12:33,34 that is precisely what Jesus tells 
us to do, “33Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves 
money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near nor moth destroys. 34 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
 
Christians are not to amass treasure here on earth but to amass 
treasure in heaven by giving significantly to causes that help people and 
advance God’s kingdom.  
 
Does this mean we are to give away everything we have? Certainly not! 
There are many verses in the Bible that encourage wise investing and 
planning for the future. Also, 1 Timothy 5:18 states that people are to 
provide for their families. But we should also give significantly to 
ministry. For an indepth look at what the Bible teaches about giving and 
money in general, see the booklet entitled, “Money a Biblical 
Perspective” at www.chrislosey.com. 
 
Again, Jesus is not encouraging giving everything away, but of giving 
away enough so that our focus begins to be on heaven and getting 
people there, rather building our own cushy lifestyles here. It is so true 
that where a person’s treasure is, there his heart will be also. 
 
What does God require of people regarding their giving? Giving at least 
a tenth of our income is a good place to start. I know that people will 
accuse this statement of being legalistic, but I will say it anyway 
because I believe it is true. Giving a tenth of a person’s income was 
instituted in the Old Testament prior to the giving of the Mosaic Law. 

http://www.chrislosey.com/
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Therefore people who argue that the tithe was part of the Old 
Testament Law and done away with when Jesus came, are 
misinformed. Even though we are no longer under the Mosiaic Law, the 
tithe is still valid. For more info on this, see the booklet “Tithes and 
Offerings” at www.chrislosey.com. 
 
When people today give away at least a tenth of their wealth to the 
church and the ministries that help people, it is clear that they value 
the things that are important to God.  
 
Where might people find riches to give away?  Riches are not just in a 
person’s bank account. They can also be found among his or her other 
possessions. Often we have things that we are no longer using or have 
in excess that we can sell. We can go through our garages, clean our 
closets, drawers, and store rooms and find all sorts of things that we no 
longer need or use. This provides a great opportunity to have a garage 
sale and give the proceeds to ministry. 
 
A fourth way to live for God is to: 
 
BE READY FOR CHRIST’S COMING – Lk 12:35-40 
In Luke 12:35-40 Jesus says, 
 

 35 "Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit. 36 "Be like 
men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the 
wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to 
him when he comes and knocks. 37 "Blessed are those slaves whom 
the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, 
that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the 
table, and will come up and wait on them. 38 "Whether he comes 
in the second watch, or even in the third, and finds them so, 
blessed are those slaves. 39 "But be sure of this, that if the head of 
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

http://www.chrislosey.com/
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would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 40 "You too, 
be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not 
expect."  

 
I love the saying, “We are to live as if Christ died yesterday, rose today 
and is coming tomorrow.” Christ’s return is immanent, and His people 
need to be ready. Part of being ready is keeping the things of heaven a 
priority like personal study and prayer, serving in ministry, and 
fellowshipping with other believers. If we are only giving God the 
leftovers of our lives we can hardly say we are waiting in readiness for 
His coming. 
 
Notice that Luke 12:35 states that we are to be dressed for readiness. 
Scripture has much to say about being clothed. 
 

1)  Being clothed with power from on high 
Luke 24:49 states, “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of 
My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” 
 
2)  Being clothed with humility 
1 Peter 5:5 states, “You younger men, likewise, be subject to your 
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one 
another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.” 
 
3) Putting on the armor of light 
Romans 13:12-14 states,  
 

12  The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us 
therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 
armor of light.  13  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and 
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sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  14  But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to 
{its} lusts. 

 
Colossians 3:2 states, “Set you mind on things above, not on the things 
that are on the earth.” This does not mean to be so heavenly minded 
that we are no earthly good, but rather to be heavenly minded knowing 
that if we don’t focus on the things of God and strive to live for Him,  
we will be no earthly good! 
 
Conclusion 
God wants us to live for Him. It involves: 
 

- Not worrying about our needs knowing that He will provide 
- Seeking His Kingdom rather than building our own 
- Giving away some of our wealth to help build His kingdom 
- Being ready for His return knowing He could come at any time 

 
Let’s live for God! When we do, we may be surprised at how God will 
use us to reach others for His kingdom. 
 


